JEROME COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Monday, November 15, 2021
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:06 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported from a Fair Board meeting that directors had discussed issues at
the race stables and had attempted to identify and prioritize what should be done to improve the
Fairgrounds and make the Fair more enjoyable, efficient, desirable, and profitable.
Commissioner Crozier also reported from a County Urban Renewal Agency meeting where Jim
McNall, the risk management specialist for the Idaho Counties Risk Management Program
(ICRMP), had given a presentation on open meeting laws. He had also attended a meeting of the
South Central Behavioral Health Board where board member Scott Rasmussen gave a tour of the
new Website.
Commissioner Crozier had participated in a Community Schools Strategic Partnership meeting;
he said subjects discussed included after school programs, food and clothing assistance, literacy,
backpacks, and a “Save the Children” grant.
Commissioner Crozier had also attended a Key Ceremony sponsored by the South Central
Community Action Partnership at which new homeowners were granted keys to houses they had
helped build.
All three Commissioners had attended an Idaho Association of Counties (IAC) District IV
Elected Officials meeting where Commissioner Crozier was elected the District representative,
and Commissioner Crouch was elected to be a legislative alternate. Seth Grigg and Sara
Westbrook, IAC executives, gave presentations at the meeting, and redistricting was discussed.
All the Commissioners had also attended a Jerome Chamber of Commerce Business After Hours
event at Bish’s RV.
Commissioner Howell reported from a Jerome 20/20 meeting where SIED (Southern Idaho
Economic Development) reorganization was addressed. He also told the Board that Greg Moore,
a director on the Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board, had requested that the County
provide more security at the Don Zuck pavilion in the Park.
Commissioner Crouch had attended an Idaho Association of Counties meeting about developing
a proposal to send to the State Legislature regarding the Public Defense Commission. He had
also attended a Rotary luncheon meeting.
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As president of the Jerome Chamber of Commerce, Commissioner Crouch had participated in
Jerome Chamber of Commerce meetings and activities.
Commissioner Crouch stated he had also met with Twin Falls, Lincoln, and Gooding County
Commissioners as well as other community leaders about digesters for dairies and had contacted
the Jerome Highway District about its offer to dig a trench at the Jerome Airport.
APPOINTMENTS TO THE SNAKE RIVER CANYONS PARK MANAGING BOARD
Bill Bridges was present as a member of the Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board.
The Commissioners were in receipt of e-mails from Sue Williams and David Neth expressing
their desires to serve on the Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board.
 A Motion was made Commissioner Crozier to accept Sue Williams, David Neth, and
Melissa Barry (pending receipt of her letter of intent) as board members on the Snake River
Canyons Park Managing Board. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Bill Bridges reported that the Park Board had voted him as chairman of the Board, replacing
Mike Tylka.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed a Retail Alcoholic Beverage License for David Black dba BDTLL.DBA Eden
Country Store, Eden.
The Board signed a Payroll Claims Approval By Fund with a grand total of $129,307.98 and a
Direct Deposit Detail with a grand total of $158,076.80, both dated November 9, 2021, for the
October 24, 2021, through November 6, 2021, payroll period.
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change form to provide a salary increase for Melissa
Ruvalcaba upon completing her introductory period in the assessor’s office and a form to hire
Morgan Quale as an administrative assistant in the Planning and Zoning Office.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to sign the federal assistance grant for
$32,000 COVID funds on behalf the Jerome Airport. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes. It was e-mailed to Joe Ny and Joseph Vierra, both with the Federal Aviation
Administration.
The Board signed leave requests for Deserae Jones, Nancy Marshall, and Mario Umana.
Commissioner Howell signed a ballot to elect Jonathan Spendlove and Jack Johnson as chairman
and vice chairman, respectively, and Ida Clark, Secretary-treasurer, of the Mid-Snake RC&D
Council.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
The Board signed claims for the November 9, 2021, to November 15, 2021, claim cycle as
follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated November 12, 2021, for the Indigent Fund,
with a grand total of $1,518.25.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated November 12, 2021, with a grand total of
$129,507.51 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, Health District,
Revaluation, and Ambulance.
TAYLOR DAWSON––DEVILS CORRAL LODGE PLANS AND ZONING ISSUES
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall and Assistant Administrator Kacie Buhler
were present. Also present were Taylor Dawson, David Robuck, and Mike Zobott, all
representing Devils Corral; and Bill Bridges.
Taylor Dawson introduced himself as the new owner of Devils Corral, which he said he and his
wife wish to develop and keep intact as a beautiful recreation area. He presented eight colored
pictures of his vision to build rock structures to rent.
Dawson introduced Mike Zobott as his leader in developing the project. Zobott said he had been
working in construction for a long time and was addicted to the outdoors, with a general degree
and a minor in recreation and leadership.
Dawson said his property would be developed as one continuous tract, not a subdivision. He
added that the 7,000 acres of Bureau of Land Management land all around the property would be
a good public-private partnership.
Dawson showed on a large map where he would build cabins out of rocks. He said there would
also be a main lodge, a visitor center, and a museum. Dawson added that there is a location in
Devils Corral where one can view both Shoshone Falls and Twin Falls.
Zobott said the development would be a useful tool to get people outdoors, with many recreation
opportunities available as well as an educational aspect. He envisioned a store selling local
produce and meat.
Dawson said he was aware of planning and zoning restrictions.
Nancy Marshall said Dawson’s plans conform to what the Recreation Committee desires and that
the County Comprehensive Plan supports the special site.
Marshall gave an expected timeline of when a County Recreation Zone will be part of the Jerome
County Zoning Ordinance. She said the new chapter of the Ordinance is currently being
reviewed by legal counsel, which will be followed by public input and hearings. She expected
the new zone to be part of the County Ordinance by July or August of 2022.
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Marshall then advised Dawson of State regulations. She stated that buildings would need to
adhere to commercial standards of the County Zoning Ordinance and advised him to follow
engineering plans.
TRACEE McKIM––QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REPORT
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present.
Tracee McKim told the Board she could not present the Quarterly Report, saying she could not
close the FY 2020-21 books because of an anomaly in Computer Arts software.
McKim then reported that Computer Arts had sold to Harris Computers. She said she liked the
Computer Arts software and that Harris had guaranteed the same software. McKim said the only
other technology support options were Stevensons in Twin Falls, CompuServe in Boise, or an inhouse employee.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present. Present by speakerphone were Tanya Stitt,
County emergency management director; Linda Montgomery, Health Board; and Brenda Mason,
South Central Public Health District.
Brenda Mason reported coronavirus cases reported from November 1 through November 13
totaled 601 in the Health District and 50 in Jerome County, both of which were significant
decreases from the previous year. She said the number of deaths attributed to the virus had also
decreased.
Mason said hospital capacity is no longer in the critical risk category but was still at capacity
because of delayed care patients.
Mason said a fifth wave of cases predicted in six months had not been substantiated. She said
there could be a spike in cases during the holidays and advised to be cautious and to receive
vaccinations.
NANCY MARSHALL––MEETING FOR FINAL PLAT OF THE JRJ SUBDIVISION
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall, Planning and Zoning Assistant
Administrator Kacie Buhler, and Morgan Quayle were present. Also present was Josh Sanders
from Civil Science.
Kacie Buhler introduced Morgan Quayle as a newly hired administrative assistant in the
Planning and Zoning Office.
Josh Sanders explained to the Commissioners that Jordan Rodgers was requesting approval of a
minor final plat amendment as a result of splitting a lot into two lots in the Highway 93 Business
Park Subdivision.
Nancy Marshall commented on her staff report and stated that signatures of six entities were
affixed to the application as required.
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Commissioner Crozier asked about a chord bearing issue from the assessor’s office; Marshall
said the County surveyor had approved the application and that the assessor had to accept it.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to sign off the subdivision final plat for
the JRJ Subdivision. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
ANGE’ BLACK––ARPA FUNDS FOR EAST END OF THE COUNTY
Ange’ Black, as clerk for the City of Hazelton, was present.
Ange’ Black stated the Hazelton City Council had appreciated the letter from the Commissioners
asking if there were projects that could possibly qualify for ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act)
funds received by the County.
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present.
Black said the City had received federal funds so would not be eligible for more funds from the
County but that broadband (reliable wireless internet) services were needed in County areas
surrounding the City.
Commissioner Crozier said the Board had learned that there was an amendment pending in
Congress that would relax guidelines for the use of ARPA funds and that the County wanted to
wait until January to use any of its funds.
 It was determined McKim would contact the company (ETS in Layton, Utah) that had
offered to access broadband needs in the County and that Black would ask Hazelton City
Council members if there were any more projects needed in the east end of the County.
Meeting recessed at 11:59 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:31 P.M. with Commissioners Crouch and Crozier present.
TANYA STITT––EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT REPORT
Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt was present.
Tanya Stitt reported that the vehicle ordered for the Office of Emergency Management with
CARES (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security) funds would be available in
December. She stated there was an emergency incident in a Jerome school of which her office
was not notified and that an After Action Review was being finalized.
1:35 P.M. – Commissioner Howell was present.
Stitt stated she would be meeting with the Jerome police chief that week to write an Incident
Action Plan. She said she would attend a regional emergency manager meeting on November 17
in which directors would review emergency calls and their call-out roster.
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Stitt asked that the Commissioners attend a workshop for the 2021 Hazard Mitigation Plan
(HMP) on November 18.
Stitt told the Commissioners that the non-profit status of the Jerome County Search & Rescue
Unit had lapsed in 2013. Discussion ensued about a boat and radios that were in possession of
Search & Rescue, which had been disbanded.
Stitt stated the County Fair would need its own EIN (Employer Identification Number) in order
to apply for a grant.
Stitt said her new office had been painted and that carpet was to be installed on November 22.
TIM LARSON––AIRPORTS REPORT
Airport Manager Tim Larson was present.
Report: Tim Larson reported the highway district had dug the trench necessary to light the new
parking lot; he said Idaho Power now needs to inspect the power lines. He said he was still
working with the airport engineering consultant to receive an answer of whether a proposed wind
farm would have any affect on flight patterns to the Jerome Airport.
Larson told the Board a propane tank had been moved to service the Precision Aviation building,
and he also advised of current fuel prices.
Airport Sign: Larson reported progress on erecting a new sign at the Jerome Airport. He said
there would be two options for the sign and that Mark Doerr with Precision Aviation would help
with the cost.
Airport Advisory Board Bylaws: Larson said he expected to present the Commissioners
bylaws for the Airport Advisory Board after its next meeting.
Lease Payments: Larson said only two hangar lease payments were outstanding and that he
would send letters to those two pilots.
PUBLIC HEARING––DAVID FREIBERG, WILSON LAKE IMPROVEMENTS
David Freiberg was present as an outdoor recreation planner for the Bureau of Land
Management.
David Freiberg told the Board of a grant application from the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) to the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation for campground upgrades at Wilson
Lake. He said Phase 1 in 2022 would improve roads, set camping pads suitable for RV use, and
install vault toilets. He added two other phases would include accessible campsites, group
campsites, day-use areas, and pathways to the Lake as well as installation of picnic tables, fire
rings, shade structures, and utility tables.
Freiberg stated the BLM would show the Recreation Department the site and also seek public
comment.
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TEVIAN-EKREN KOBER––TAX CANCELLATION TOTALS
Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober was present.
Tevian Ekren-Kober gave the Board paperwork showing the effects of the net taxable value in
2021 due to a change in State code effective January 1, 2021, allowing the application of
homeowner tax exemptions any time during the year rather than by April 15.
She noted that the loss to eleven County taxing districts would be $16,665.27. She said 27 other
funds would be reduced by $45,241.97.
Ekren-Kober said the lost revenue was not anticipated in the County budget and said she would
report at the end of the year the full effect of the bill that had passed the State Legislature.
MARK SWENSON AND MIKE SEIB––LEGISLATIVE REDISTRICTING INFO
Assessor Mark Swenson, Attorney Mike Seib, and Deputy Clerk/Elections Specialist Cy Lootens
were present.
As chairman of the Jerome County Republican Central Committee, Mark Swenson brought the
Board written information and maps regarding recent legislative redistricting decisions to be
submitted to the Secretary of State.
Swenson said Jerome County was included with Lincoln and Blaine Counties, rather than with
Twin Falls County as it is currently. He said the preference of the Committee would be for
Jerome, Lincoln, and Minidoka Counties to be together because of their ag-based economies.
Commissioner Howell suggested Jerome County join with other counties in a lawsuit objecting
to the redistricting decisions.
 Swenson said he would investigate other counties’ objections and return to the
Commissioners on November 22 before the 35-day deadline for appealing.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
The Commissioners discussed the petition from the Sawtooth Acres Subdivision to form a Local
Improvement District. He advised that it would not be a conflict of interest for Commissioner
Crozier to attend an upcoming Homeowner Association meeting.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve indigent matters as
recommended by staff. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Denied were Case
Nos. 2021-061 and 2021-060; dismissed was Case No. 2021-027.
Meeting adjourned at 4:45 P.M.
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Respectively submitted:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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