JEROME COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MINUTES
NOVEMBER 07,2022
THE JACK NELSEN CONFERENCE ROOM, JEROME COUNTY COURTHOUSE
CALL TO ORDER

Chairman:

Brett Thompson

Present:

Janet Bolich, Becky Dean, and Trish Heath

Absent:

Arlen Morgan, Oscar Carranza

Staff Attendees

Nancy Marshall, Administrator; Kacie Buhler, Assistant Administrator; Denice
Carrillo, Ryan Christensen

6:00 PM JARED BAKE MOONLIGHT MOUNTAIN RECOVERY SPECIAT USE PERMIT FOR A DRUG AND
ATCOHOT REHABITITATION FACITITY

Chairman Brett Thompson reopened the public hearing for a Special Use Permit presented by Jared
Bake, Executive Director of Moonlight Mountain Recovery, for a Drug and Alcohol Rehabilitation
Facility for more than 8 and up to 24 residents at 6:00 p.m. Chairman Thompson requested Mr. Bake
to return for rebutta l.
Jared Bake affirmed that he was sworn in at the previous meeting. Mr. Bake thanked the Commission
and Public for attending and listening to what Moonlight Recovery stands for. Mr. Bake stated a lot of

testimony heard from the public at the previous meeting was repetitive and irrelevant to the Special
Use Permit request. He said the discrimination that was heard was recorded and documented and
might play a role in future discussions. Mr. Bake stated that diagnosable Drug and Alcohol addictions
are a substance disorder known as SUDS and that the assumption of criminality is illegal. He addressed
the comment that this would not be a problem if eight blind people were at the property. He clarified
the protections his clients have. He said one of the solutions his company has discussed to provide help
to more clients is to divide into two or more separate houses in close proximity to each other. Mr. Bake
stated they would ultimately like to have 24 residents but are open to working up to that number. He
said his staff has given the Sheriff's Department their phone number and welcomed any calls with any
concerns but have not received any. He said he called and verified that while there have been many
calls to the Sheriff's Department, no police reports have been filed. Ms. Marshall cautioned Mr. Bake

that he can only discuss items from before the beginning of the hearing or at the hearing. He confirmed
it was. He said the number one crime that occurs in Jerome is substance abuse. He said they have not
created the hazard but are working to solve the problem. Mr. Bake said some of the housing prices
have gone up and some have gone down, regardless of Moonlight Mountain's presence and gave
examples. Ms. Marshall cautioned Mr. Bake again on only discussing prior information. Mr. Bake
referenced statements made by the public in the last meeting. He said that no matter what type of
program they are, the community does not want it next door. Mr. Bake discussed the different types
of services and facilities. Mr. Bake repeated that this facility is not a closed campus facility, and they

are not an RTC facility. He addressed staffing ratios. Mr. Bake stated there are other facilities if you
have the right insurance or enough money, but options are extremely limited. He has confirmed
through the Meridian Crisis lntervention Program and District 5 Probation and Parole that there are
not enough facilities. He read three testimonials from clients. He said at Moonlight Mountain they are

trying to provide recovery in a home environment. He talked about group activities and community
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services they include in their program. He discussed mental illnesses or traumas that many clients are

trying to work through. He said counselors have been reminding clients to do better. He asked that the
Special Use Permit be approved.
Becky Dean asked what the facility is doing differently as testimony stated

it has been improved. Mr.
Bake stated that previously, they had limited counseling on site. They are now able to have three
counselors that provide supervision and one on one or group sessions on site. Ms. Dean asked
specifically about the number of residents and about clients that did not have insurance. Mr. Bake
stated some clients did not have the right kind of insurance for other programs. Mr. Bake responded
that there are eight residents currently. She also asked about the Pocatello facility. Mr. Bake said he
has not been there personally but has viewed the permit. lt was acquired for 24 beds in a 2500 square
foot facility. Chairman Thompson asked for a timeline on the property. Mr. Bake confirmed it was
purchased in April and residents moved in around May. He said they increased by one person per day

the first week, then one to two per day after that. He said in June there were 23 residents. He said they
had 24 beds. Chairman Thompson questioned the discrepancy between the Fire Marshal's response of
30 beds. Mr. Bake said he wasn't going to question that, but maybe they were counting the tiny home
beds which have not been used. Mr. Bake stated two days after the "raid" they lowered the facility's

number of residents to eight. He said he received a cease and desist approximately two days after that.

that point. Chairman Thompson asked about DECs requirements for a
public drinking water permit requirement. Chairman Thompson referred to Exhibit AG9, comment
letter from DEQ. The letter states that 24 people is the limit at the facility including clients and staff
and anything exceeding that requires a public drinking water permit. Chairman Thompson asked about
the comment that they will provide 12 jobs in the community. The Commission clarified how many
staff members would be on shift. Chairman Thompson confirmed 20 would be the maximum number
of residents. Mr. Bake agreed. Ms. Heath asked about visitors on site. Mr. Bake stated that they would
put in visitor limitations to accommodate the number of people on site at one time. Ms. Heath asked
about people parking on the street when approaching the facility. She asked if there would be any
objection to providing signage to help direct traffic into the facility. Mr. Bake clarified what he took the
testimony as and said signage would not be a problem. He said they do prefer not to have any signs
outside of the property so that it appears like any other home in the neighborhood. Chairman
Thompson asked about fire safety and said moving in 23 people would have been in violation of fire
codes as his understanding is the requirements are for more than 16 people. He asked what happened
there. Mr. Bake said there are disagreements between their attorney and the Fire Marshal's concerns
on a federal level. Mr. Bake said he recommended to his company that they work with the officials as
it would be faster. Chairman Thompson questioned Mr. Bake on the facility's process that transpired
He contacted Ms. Marshall at

coming into the community. He said the cart went way before the horse by not obtaining a Special Use
Permit prior to occupancy. He said if this were a PR class, Moonlight Mountain did not get a good
grade. Mr. Bake said he did not disagree with that statement. Chairman Thompson asked why that was
and said they are talking a great game now about working with the community but typically that would
have been done before. Mr. Bake said he completely agreed with him. He said he only had so much
control with the company initially. He said they have had different interactions with different counties
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and different agreements. Chairman Thompson asked if that would typically have happened before
they began operations. He said Mr. Bake may not be with Moonlight Mountain next time they have
interactions with the County and clarified that this permit is not going to him personally. He said this
entity, whether [Mr. Bake's] fault or not, has not given [the County] much reason to trust the process
or requirements to come through. He said they came in without a permit that is clearly required, the
use was a single-family residence; it wasn't a school, wasn't a facility. He said if it was a facility of the

same nature and was bought by a different entity, he could see some confusion, but it wasn't. He said
and then the numbers and just throwing beds in there seemed very brazen. Chairman Thompson asked

what the reason behind that is or what's the cure. Mr. Bake said he thinks his involvement is the cure
and said he likes to thin k he will be around forever. He said per federal laws, the facility is to be treated

unit and rationalized the number of clients for this size of facility is comparable to his own
family of 14 living in a single-family home of approximately 1300 square feet.
as a family

Members in the audience made inaudible comments. Chairman Thompson cautioned the audience

that they do not have to be here and could be excused. Mr. Bake continued that in his own mind, he
wondered how many of the Bake children could have comfortably fit in an 8,000 square foot home.
He said to elaborate, one of the counties said as long as you have 200 square feet per person. He agreed
with Mr. Thompson that requirements should have been checked prior to starting the facility. Chairman
Thompson stated that the Applicant is acknowledging that there are differences between counties, yet

no inquiries were done as to what Jerome County requirements were. Chairman Thompson asked
about background checks. Mr. Bake talked about their screening process and confirmed they do not
do background checks. He asked if they could turn down clients based on prior charges. Mr. Bake stated
they do not take violent criminal clients but presupposing criminality to let someone join the program
would be discriminatory. Chairman Thompson asked about the drug testing procedures and what
protections clients have. He asked if they could be current drug users. Mr. Bake described the testing
procedures and screening, and confirmed testing is conducted a couple times a week. Mr. Bake said a
positive result does not kick clients out, but clients must be progressing down to stay in the program.
Chairman Thompson clarified the concern of bringing the cart before the horse and allowing those that
are still currently using to stay in the program. Mr. Eake said that would jeopardize the entire house.
He discussed the detoxing process and relapses. He said he is adamantly opposed to allowing a current

drug user to remain in the program to squeeze more money out of the client and insurance. Ms. Heath
asked if a client had two positive drug test results without decrease progression, would they be kicked

out of the program and could that be a condition of the permit. Mr. Bake stated that while it was
workable, it would be awkward for the clinician, and was unsure of how they would maintain that
condition to report it to the County. Ms. Heath asked about oversight from insurance and payment.
Mr. Bake explained how they do daily assessments and charting that is sent over and is done every 14
days. The amount of treatment depends on what clients qualify for and insurance must see
improvements to be able to stay in the program. Mrs. Bolich asked what the average stay is. Mr. Bake
replied "38 days". She asked if that is enough time to cure an addict. Mr. Bake clarified that it is
whatever insurance will approve and gave an example of the length of time that may be approved by
insurance for physicaltherapy. Chairman Thompson asked about the septic system. Mr. Bake answered
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that he is not able to talk about it at this point. Ms. Marshall explained that anything that has transpired
since the beginning of the hearing cannot be used. She clarified that it can be listed as a condition and
if it has been covered, the condition has been met. Ms. Heath asked the Mr. Bake if he understood the
Special Use Permit Conditions L-5 and if they were agreeable. Mr. Bake stated one was already
submitted and two is in place and so yes. Ms. Heath said on the Ongoing Special Use Permit Conditions,
number two, she would be adding visitors too not to exceed 24 and asked if that would be an issue.
Mr. Baked answered no. Ms. Heath discussed other potential Conditions that were not written down

yet such as signage directing to the parking area; recommendations from the Fire Marshal to

be

completed before an increase of clients occurs; no clients with a known history of sex offenses will be
admitted; and septic system would meet Health Department requirements before an increase of
c

lie nts.

Recess:7:35

Reconvene:7:43
DISCUSSION

The Commission discussed the General Standards, testimony, and evidence from the hearing. Their
discussion and decision are included and attached hereto by reference in the October 24,2022, and
November 7, 2022, W rillen Decision.

M/S/C Trish Heath made a motion to APPROVE a Special Use Permit for an Alcohol and Drug
Rehabilitation Facility on the property advertised with Staff Special Use Permit Conditions 1-5, and
Ongoing Conditions 1 and 2 with Additional Conditions [1-5]. Used in this decision were Exhibits A113 through PC1-8, testimony, and discussion of the General Standards. Janet Bolich seconded the
motion. Motion carried unanimously.
M/S/C Becky Dean made a motion to adjourn. Trish Heath seconded the motion. Motion carried
unanimously.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:29 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Kacie Buhler, Assistant Administrator

ATTESTED BY:

Chairman
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