JEROME COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Monday, October 25, 2021
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:12 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported that he had given a short report of County business at a Jerome
County Republican Central Committee meeting and had listened to a discussion on legislative
redistricting. He said he had missed a Crisis Center advisory board meeting but had followed up
with board members about planned November and December meetings.
Commissioner Crozier stated he had spent several hours catching up on e-mails; familiarizing
himself with the application for the Country View Estates final plat amendment; examining the
newly submitted bylaws for the Jerome County Sheriff’s Search and Rescue Unit; reviewing the
proposed new Recreation Zone; and completing a Gaps and Needs Assessment survey for the
South Central Behavioral Health Board.
Commissioners Crozier and Crouch had both attended a Jerome Chamber of Commerce Business
After Hours event at Title One, where they had visited with business and community leaders.
Commissioner Crouch had (1) participated in an emergency management meeting hosted by the
Idaho Association of Counties; (2) met with Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors, who had
discussed a replacement for the annual golf scramble; and (3) had listened to an Idaho
Association of Counties committee regarding the Public Defense Commission; it was determined
to draft language to present to legislators to restructure the agency with more county
participation.
Commissioner Howell reported he had spoken with legislators about proposed legislative
redistricting maps. He also noted that the Agropur cheese plant in Jerome had smelled terrible on
three different days in the previous week.
DISCUSS WINDMILL IMPACT ON AIRPORT
Commissioner Howell told the Board that Mark Doerr of Precision Aviation had questioned
whether a proposed windfarm would influence the approach pattern to the Jerome Airport.
 It was determined to consult the Airport manager and airports consultant about whether
to make a comment to the Bureau of Land Management, which will make a decision to deny the
project, approve it, or approve it with conditions.
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APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Commissioners approved Time Records for the October 10, 2021, through October 23,
2021, payroll period for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Nancy Marshall, Christine McGuire,
Tanya Stitt, and Mario Umana.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Denied were Case Nos.
2021-059 and 2021-063; dismissed were Case Nos. 2021-020 and 2021-047. A subordination
document was signed for Case Nos. 0001-045 and 0607-121.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Commissioners determined that, due to scheduling conflicts, Commissioner Crozier would
attend meetings of the Snake River Canyons Park board, and Commissioner Howell would
participate in the Tri-county Noxious Weed Control meetings.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to sign a letter written by staff to the
homeowners in the Sawtooth Acres Subdivision. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes. [The Commissioners had determined on October 18 to send such a letter following a
petition from the Sawtooth Acres Subdivision Homeowners Association to form a Local
Improvement District (LID) to improve roads within the subdivision.]
The Board signed leave requests for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones (4), and Mario Umana.
Commissioners signed a Catering Permit for El Sombrero, Jerome, to be used October 27, 2021,
from 5 P.M. to 10 P.M. at 392-B East 300 South, Jerome.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report for the Insurance Deductible Trust Fund dated
October 21, 2021, with a grand total of $2,266.85.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
Commissioners signed claims for the October 21, 2021, to October 26, 2021, claim cycle as
follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve claims, including the one from
the sheriff’s office denied last week. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated October 25, 2021, for the Court Bond Trust
Fund, with a grand total of $6,495.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated October 25, 2021, for the Indigent Fund, with
a grand total of $11,649.19.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated October 25, 2021, with a grand total of
$15,366.15 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, and Planning and Zoning.
TERRY RUBY––NOXIOUS WEED QUARTERLY REPORT
Tri-county Noxious Weed Superintendent Terry Ruby was present.
Terry Ruby reported the Noxious Weed Board of Directors had changed its joint powers
agreement to exclude an employee of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in an advisory
position on its board to avoid a conflict of interest because the BLM donates to the weed district
for eradication of weeds on its land.
Ruby maintained that the district needed more funds for BLM land, but he said the Union Pacific
Railroad was paying promptly on monthly invoices for spraying weeds on railroad rights-of-way.
Ruby praised the bio-control project executed with a grant from the Idaho State Department of
Agriculture. He also said the weed district had been successful in distributing a booklet at county
fairs and other venues that identified noxious weeds.
Ruby stated that the three seasonal employees for each county in the weed district were all
willing to return to employment in the spring.
Ruby said the weed board had approved selling a 2008 Ford diesel and purchasing a 2022 Ford
F250 from the State bid as well as selling two ATVs in the spring.
Upcoming meetings reported were the Noxious Weed Superintendent’s Association annual
meeting in Caldwell January 10-11, followed by a noxious weed conference January 12-14.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present were Tanya Stitt, County emergency management director; Linda Montgomery, Health
Board; and Logan Hudson, South Central Public Health District.
Linda Montgomery asked about the availability of coronavirus vaccination boosters. Logan
Hudson stated approvals were needed but that the shots would be available by Tuesday or
Wednesday of that week.
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Hudson reported the number of coronavirus cases reported in Jerome County from October 1
through October 24 was 400, compared to 256 during the same period last year. He said nine
deaths were attributed to the virus during that period, with only two in 2020.
Cases district-wide totaled 3,097, compared to 2,688 in the previous year. Hudson said the
average age of deaths from the virus had declined from 81 years to 72, with patients 64 and
younger dying.
Hudson stated vaccination rates had increased to 56 percent in Jerome County and 59 percent in
the eight-county health district; he said that the vaccination would be available to children from
five to eleven years of age the first week of November. He added that everyone who has received
the Johnson & Johnson vaccination needs a booster shot.
Hudson said hospital status remains strained, with intensive care units full.
DESERAE JONES––MISDEMEANOR PROBATION REPORT
Misdemeanor Probation Administrator Deserae Jones was present.
Deserae Jones reported all Jerome County misdemeanor probation officers had qualified in
recent firearm tests.
Speaking from written statistics from September, Jones reported there were 360 adults on
probation, with $5,041 collected in supervision fees.
Jones stated her office is still struggling with its male probation officer required to supervise all
male drug tests, but she said that she could not justify hiring another probation officer.
Jones told the Board she had attended Zoom training from the Idaho Juvenile Justice Association
the previous week, followed by an administrator meeting in Twin Falls.
MARIO UMANA––JUVENILE PROBATION REPORT
Juvenile Probation Administrator Mario Umana was present.
Mario Umana read juvenile probation statistics from his written report, covering September 26,
2021, through October 24, 2021. It showed 64 juveniles on probation and $750 in fees paid.
Umana informed the Board that two years go 400 juveniles were in State commitment but that,
due to the diversion program, only 175 were now incarcerated.
Umana reported successful training from the Idaho Juvenile Justice Association virtual
conference in September.
Meeting recessed at 11:40 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:15 P.M.
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BRENT CULBERTSON––NEW COURTHOUSE OFFICE
Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson and Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt
were present.
Brent Culbertson followed up from authorization on October 18 to remodel a room in the
Courthouse to serve as an office for the director of Emergency Management. He presented a
proposal of $3,531.60 from Brennan’s Carpet, which exceeded the $2,000 authorized. Culbertson
stated there would be additional expenses for the furnace, painting, and lighting.
Commissioner Crozier expressed that refurbishing the office would be a good short-term and
long-term investment.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the construction costs in Room
105 of the Courthouse, increasing authorization from $2,000 to $4,500. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
AARON ZENT AND GREG VAWSER––ROCK CREEK QRU QUARTERLY REPORT
Greg Vawser and Aaron Zent, fire chief and assistant, respectively, of the Rock Creek Fire
District were present.
Aaron Zent submitted a written report from the Rock Creek Quick Response Unit (QRU) of the
Rock Creek Fire Department that included statistics from both 2020 and 2021. He related an
increase in emergency calls from the eastern end of Jerome County and said the ambulance
response time is about 14 minutes.
Zent stated the responses into Jerome County had increased from 169 in the first three quarters of
2020 to 232 in the same 2021 period, which is a 37.3 percent increase.
Zent believed the higher volume of calls was due to the growth rate of the County, which he said
is second only to the Treasure Valley.
Commissioner Howell informed that the County had increased its donation to each of the two
QRUs serving Jerome County to $40,000.
MITCH CROMWELL––OCTOBER COMPUTER ARTS CHARGES
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present. Also present was Mitch Cromwell, president of
Computer Arts.
Mitch Cromwell reviewed the services Computer Arts offers through its contract with Jerome
County, which does not include travel time.
Tracee McKim addressed the Computer Arts bill that the Commissioners did not approve the
previous week. She presented a revised bill that did not have charges for September 20 through
September 23.
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Cromwell explained that the company did not charge for additional trips to Jerome even though
they were made because no phone or camera vendors had been available for the jail complex
when phone service was interrupted because of changing a firewall.
 The Board agreed to paying the new invoice.
In answer to Commissioner Howell’s question about the system crashing at the jail, Cromwell
said the new firewall and the one at the Courthouse would not communicate with each other.
TRACEE McKIM––TECHNOLOGY PURCHASES
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present. Also present was Mitch Cromwell, president of
Computer Arts.
Tracee McKim stated a backup server at the sheriff’s complex would cost $31,274.88 (for three
years) and a new unified switch with 48 ports at the Courthouse would be $1,397.23.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to purchase a sheriff’s backup server and a
Courthouse switch as upgrades and fortified security, for a total cost of $32,672.81. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
McKim explained that Internet services had been interrupted at the Judicial Annex Building
because of a server there. She said if the County had its own server at the Annex that it would
eliminate coordinating with the State. Cromwell added that a County server would reduce traffic
across the fiber network and provide streamlining and efficiency.
The Commissioners questioned whether there could be savings from the $21,870.40 quoted for
an Annex server.
 Mitch Cromwell said he would attempt to reduce the cost of the hardware for the unit
McKim said there were outstanding bills that needed to be paid from the previous fiscal year’s
budget so she could close the books for that year.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve payment out of the FY 202021 budget for a fingerprint machine for the sheriff’s office, as previously discussed. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
MICHELLE EMERSON––ARPA FUNDING AND POSSIBLE PROJECTS
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present in lieu of Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle
Emerson.
The Board explored possibilities for using federal ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) funds.
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Tracee McKim said she and the clerk favored one-time distributions that would improve a
community for five to ten years.
The following were areas the Commissioners are considering:
 Internet services near the jail complex
 Well at Wilson Lake
 New Eden senior center, in conjunction with the Valley Recreation District
 Fairgrounds water and electrical system upgrades
 Establishment of Snake River Canyons Park overlook and visitor center
 Broadband and Internet upgrades
 City sewer upgrades
 New Jerome American Legion building
 The Commissioners determined to send a letter to the cities of Jerome, Eden, and
Hazelton asking for a list of projects for which they need help in financing.
COUNTRY VIEW ESTATES FINAL PLAT AMENDMENT MEETING
Present were Nancy Marshall and Kacie Buhler, Planning and Zoning Administrator and
Assistant Administrator, respectively, and Mike Seib, County legal counsel. Also present were
Laura and Reed Dilworth, applicants; Linda W. Gray, C. Wilson Gray; and Dean Siren, residents
of the Sonnichsen Subdivision; and Kimberly Williams, attorney for the subdivision residents.
Commissioner Crouch stated that the purpose of the meeting regarding a final plat amendment
was for the Board to review the application and the planning and zoning administrator’s report
and to consider any comments from concerned persons and agencies.
Laura Dilworth stated the application for her father, Reed Dilworth, was to re-subdivide his
property so she could build a house on 1.9 acres next to him.
Commissioner Howell noted that a Sonnichsen Subdivision covenant does not allow subdividing.
Laura Dilworth said the subdivision covenants had not been followed. She said the new house
would be of a moderate size, would not obstruct views, and would add no big lights or roads.
Commissioner Crouch asked if any neighbors had comments of why the application would not
conform with the Jerome County Zoning Ordinance.
Linda Gray stated she and her husband had purchased a lot in the subdivision to have a view and
because the covenants prevented subdividing, which she said adds to the value of the subdivision
properties. She said her biggest concern was that subdividing would set a precedent for other
property owners to split their properties.
Wilson Gray said his property is 5.2 acres, which could be divided into three or four more lots.
He added that a few years ago a realtor had wanted to subdivide nearby but did not because
many residents were opposed.
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Dean Siren stated allowing subdividing could permit 13 more houses. He also said there are three
dairies within a half mile of the subdivision, with 8,000 to 10,000 cows, which could create
problems in the future.
Kimberly Williams said the integrity of the subdivision had been challenged two times and
successfully defended. She said the homeowner association covenants were required to be
attached to the application and that dividing property would be in violation of the covenants.
The Commissioners studied the maps included with the application.
Nancy Marshall referred to her staff report and addendum in which her office had found the
application in question to be in substantial conformance with the Jerome County Zoning
Ordinance, with signatures of approval from six agencies.
Marshall said there could be a civil matter regarding the homeowner covenants but that the
Commissioners’ role was to decide if the application complies with the County zoning
ordinance.
Commissioner Crozier said concern had been expressed about setting a precedence. Marshal
explained why the homeowner covenants were included in the application.
Mike Seib verified that the County is not a party to the covenants of a subdivision.
Commissioner Crouch stated there was no evidence that the application was incomplete. He said
he favored approval because the application meets the land use.
Commissioner Howell stated the gist of the application was meeting the County rules, saying the
homeowner covenants are a private, not a County, matter. He said he was in favor of approving
the new plat because the application looked complete and followed County guidelines.
Commissioner Crozier agreed with his fellow Commissioners. He said it was unfortunate that
there could be an impending court battle but that the Board’s decision was to uphold the County
ordinance, with no jurisdiction over homeowner covenants.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the minor final plat
amendment for Laura Dilworth. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes, followed by
the Commissioners signing the final plat.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present. Also present were Danny Harkins, Charles Perkins, and Carol
Williamson, all Sawtooth Acres homeowners.
LID (Local Improvement District) Information: Mike Seib advised not to send the letter to
homeowners in the Sawtooth Acres Subdivision, which had been approved by the
Commissioners earlier in the day. He explained that he had consulted with the attorney for the
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subdivision and that more communication was necessary before proceeding with action on the
petition to form a Local Improvement District.
Danny Harkins asked about notifications to property owners, and Seib counseled there would be
newspaper publication of a hearing on the LID as well as announcements on Commissioners’
agendas of discussions or a public hearing.
Meeting recessed at 4:40 P.M.
Meeting reconvened at 6:01 P.M.
REVIEW OF PROPOSED RECREATION ZONE
Present were Nancy Marshall and Kacie Buhler, Planning and Zoning administrator and assistant
administrator, respectively, and Mike Seib, legal counsel. Also present were Planning and
Zoning Commission members Brett Thompson, Oscar Carranza, Becky Dean, and Arlen
Morgan. Recreation Zone Committee members present were Art Brown, Brett Thompson, Oscar
Carranza, Becky Dean, Bill Baker, and John Reed.
Art Brown explained that the Recreation Zone Committee wanted to present the new chapter for
the Jerome County Zoning Ordinance to the Commissioners before presenting it to the public.
Bill Baker gave a brief overview on how the Committee created the chapter, and Brown
explained why the Committee decided to create three recreation zones.
Nancy Marshall explained the housing density document that was handed out at the meeting and
stated that the density would probably be included in Section II of the new chapter.
Becky Dean gave examples of areas that may qualify as Rec 1, Rec 2, and Rec 3.
The Committee explained that if the map is presented to the public at the same time as the
chapter that the public might focus only on the map.
Brown explained that there would be no Preservation Zone once the Rec Zone is established.
Baker informed those present that the Committee helped update many “antique” definitions and
created new definitions. Brown explained the definition placements and why some are only in
Chapter 9, and others are in Chapter 2.
Commissioner Howell referred to Section 9-3 and asked if there is a definition for “moderate.”
He stated that he was concerned with the lack of flow, with the verbiage going from Rec 1 to Rec
2 and then to Rec 3. He also asked about the processes for Special Use Permits and appeals.
Dean answered that the charts help show what is allowed and what is not and help define each
zone.
John Reed suggested adding “see charts” by the definitions to help clarify.
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Marshall said that language could be added to refer the user to Chapter 7 for the appeal process.
Commissioner Crouch asked about public hearings. Marshall said that the amendment to the
zoning ordinance will affect many of the other chapters in the ordinance but that the Committee
and staff would like to present only the Recreation Zone chapter (Chapter 9) and maybe Chapter
2 at the Open Houses because including all the chapters could cause unnecessary confusion.
Marshall stated the Open Houses would probably start around the first of 2022.
Reed suggested having a County map to receive public input. Brown suggested that the staff
inform property owners with land in the current Preservation Zone that the zone will need to be
changed.
Dean said that she had joined the Committee because she wanted to keep public access to some
of the recreation areas.
Thompson explained that the Committee would like to implement impact fees or homeowner
association fees that would then go to the County recreation district for improvements or upkeep
in the recreation zones for public access areas. He said the Committee met with the directors of
both County recreation districts, and they both expressed an interest in maintaining public areas
if the funds were available.
Commissioner Howell said he thought the money could come back to the County and then be
distributed to other entities.
Brown asked Seib if fees could be achieved through the ordinance, or would they need to go
through the recreation districts. Seib explained that cemetery and recreation district taxes are
State recognized and authorized, and he said he did not know how or if this tax could be
administered.
Seib said if the Committee wants to create the ability to build a walking path, authority would
probably go in Chapter 9 of the ordinance; he said it would have to be an easement. Seib stated
he was not sure how the ordinance could implement a fee, but he said if it could, it probably
would not go in Chapter 9.
Marshall asked if a resolution could be passed for an additional fee for developing in the Rec
Zone based on valuation of the development.
6:55 P.M. – Planning and Zoning Commission member Trish Heath joined the meeting.
Seib explained that State statute allows the County to charge only fees to cover costs.
Baker stated that he disagreed with having easements.
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Brown said that in order to get to the easement, the public might have to trespass on the entire
property, causing liability matters.
Brown said another concern would be who would manage the money and the administration of
the funds.
Marshall suggested the Recreation Committee have one more meeting to discuss the issues
brought up by Commissioner Howell.
 The Rec Zone Committee agreed to meet on November 3 to work on the discussed
changes.
7:04 P.M. – The Commissioners adjourned their meeting. Members of the Planning and Zoning
Commission continued to meet to address matters on their agenda.
Respectively submitted:
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________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
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