JEROME COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Monday, October 17, 2022
PRESENT: John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
Commissioner Crouch was excused to attend a Federal Aviation Administration meeting in
Helena.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported from a Fair Board meeting; he said topics discussed included
dutch oven cooking on the pavement, raising prices on the stables to cover maintenance, the
value of continuing the horse racing, possible alternatives to mud drags and moto-cross events,
names of concert performers, initiating a master plan for the Fairgrounds, and preparation for the
rodeo.
Commissioner Crozier said Janet Dennis, Camas County schools, was welcomed as a new board
member at a meeting of the South Central Behavioral Health Board. Items that members covered
included “Take-back Day,” which provides a safe place and time to dispose of prescription
medications; a presentation by Anne Wolverton on “find Idaho,” an online index of behavioral
health providers in the State; discussion on a “gaps and needs” assessment; and the progress and
successes of grant recipients.
Commissioner Crozier reported that Jason Parker had conducted his first Tri-county Noxious
Weed Control District board meeting, welcoming Chris Tabor of Lincoln County to replace Glen
Bradley on the board. Discussion had included equipment, grants, the Bureau of Land
Management, Union Pacific Railroad, and the Idaho State Department of Agriculture cost share
projects. Commissioner Crozier said some employees had suggested ways to improve
procedures.
Commissioner Crozier reported from accompanying Twin Falls County Commissioner Reinke
and two Treatment and Recovery Center staff to meet in Boise with the Idaho Judicial Branch
Guardianship and Conservatorship Committee. He said they presented what is needed in the
local guardians’ programs and advocated for the formation of a work group that would help draft
legislation creating direction, funding, and uniformity of guardians’ programs.
Commissioner Crozier also mentioned that there was not time to order and install new
grandstands for the Fairgrounds before the next Fair but that they could be made safe for one
more Fair.
Commissioner Howell stated he had met with the engineer at True West Beef and learned that
the plant’s opening has been hindered by the supply line and has been postponed until the first of
2023.
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SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
Commissioner Crozier signed claims for the FY 2021-22 and FY 2022-12 budgets.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Commissioners signed a Claims Approval Report dated October 14, 2022, for the Indigent
Fund, with a grand total of $539.83.
The Commissioners signed a Claims Approval Report dated October 14, 2022, for the
Restitution-Courts Fund, with a grand total of $1,424.58.
The Commissioners signed a Claims Approval Report dated October 14, 2022, for the General,
District Court II, and Justice Fund, with a grand total of $11,911.78.
The Commissioners signed a Claims Approval Report dated October 14, 2022, with a grand total
of $73,155.23 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, Weeds, Auditor’s
Trust, and Assessor Trust-Licenses.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed leave requests for Deserae Jones (2), Mark Reyes, and Scott Denning.
BILL BRIDGES—SNAKE RIVER CANYONS PARK UPDATE
Bill Bridges, chairman of the Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board; Sue Williams, Park
Board member; and Larry Hall, Jerome 20/20 executive director, were present.
Update: Bill Bridges reported the Park Board had donated a teqball table to the Jerome
Recreation Center, which the American Foot Golf Association had awarded to the Snake River
Canyons Park as a member of the Association. He said teqball uses a soccer ball, which could
provide indoor soccer practice.
Bridges said progress is being made on the broken bridge project in the Snake River Canyon; he
said the Carl Nellis/Jim Irwin Walking Trail will need to be improved to meet with the bridge.
Bridges told the Board it has been difficult maintaining attendance at the Park Board meetings.
He also questioned if the County could purchase about 200 acres belonging to Roy Prescott to
add to the Park.
Contract for RV Park Construction: Sue Williams presented an estimate from Nix Excavating
for constructing the Ricketts RV park. The Commissioners determined to approve the first two
phases, which could be covered by approved grant funding.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to grant Phase 1 and Phase 2 RV park
construction to Nix Excavating for $21,932. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Williams expected to break ground on the RV park the first part of December. She also said she
was writing a grant to create an equestrian trail at the Don Zuck Arbor. Commissioner Howell
said the construction would require an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) by the Bureau of
Land Management.
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DECISION TO OFFER BROADBAND STUDY
Present were Cody Westover, system administrator; and Desea Lance, IT technician.
Commissioner Crozier followed up from September 6 when the Commissioners had asked the IT
department to review the offer from Rocky Mountain West Telecom to perform a study of
broadband needs in the County.
Desea Lance reported that another company recommended by Eminent Technical Solutions
(ETS) had quoted $26,000 to do a study, compared to $16,000 from Rocky Mountain.
Cody Westover recommended hiring Rocky Mountain to determine what the County needs to
upgrade its broadband services.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve up to $16,000 for Rocky
Mountain West Telecom to do the broadband study for Jerome County, including the cities of
Eden and Hazelton. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
 It was determined that Lance would return to the Board with a quote from Lumen
(formerly Century Link) to upgrade County telephone connections from analog to digital, which
she said could save $6,000 a year.
LARRY HALL—YINGST GRADE SOLUTIONS
Present were Larry Hall, Jerome 20/20 executive director; Bill Bridges, chairman of the Snake
River Canyons Park Board; and Lucas Yonkman, 620 Yingst Road.
Lucas Yonkman introduced himself as a resident living at the top of Yingst Grade. He proposed
installing an automated gate that would prohibit access to the canyon walking trail when it is
closed from 10 P.M. until 5 A.M., which he said would cost between $12,000 and $15,000 and
could be added to an existing project to improve the trail. Larry Hall believed there would be
funding available for a gate.
Yonkman listed examples of what he said was an enormous amount of crime on the trail at night.
He said he has a security camera from which he sends footage each day to the sheriff’s office.
Yonkman said he would be glad to continue to provide surveillance of the area to help the sheriff
department.
Yonkman stated he and his family do not feel safe at night and that he would appreciate any help
from the County. He said his mission is to help make the Snake River Canyons Park a better
place and to relieve the sheriff’s department of patrol time.
 Commissioner Howell suggested consulting Fish & Game because the parking lot is its
property.
AARON ZENT AND GREG VAWSER—ROCK CREEK QUICK RESPONSE UNIT UPDATE
Aaron Zent and Greg Vawser, Rock Creek Rural Fire Protection District chief and deputy chief,
respectively, were present.
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Aaron Zent brought the Board a Jerome County Incident Response Summary of the Rock Creek
Quick Response Unit (QRU), with statistics through the third quarter of 2022. He said the QRU
had responded to 67 incidents in eastern Jerome County in the third quarter, with an average
response time of 14.30 minutes, compared to 16.01 minutes in 2021.
Zent stated the QRU call volume has declined 3.9 percent from 2021, which he attributed
partially to interstate construction in 2021.
Zent also provided mileage statistics, which show that Jerome County responses are 26.27
percent of the District’s total QRU incidents and account for 51.20 percent of the total QRU
response miles.
Zent said training and recertification requirements increase every year and concluded by
thanking Jerome County for its continued support of the Rock Creek QRU.
Meeting recessed at 11:45 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:30 P.M.
TANYA STITT—EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT REPORT
Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt and Fair Manager Andrea Wiesenmeyer were
present.
Smoking Laws at the Fairgrounds: Tanya Stitt responded to Commissioner Crouch’s request
on August 15 that she investigate how non-smoking laws affect the Fairgrounds. She said there
was not a smoking law but that the County could adopt an ordinance if desired.
Andrea Wiesenmeyer said no smoking signs were posted several places in the grandstands but
that they were difficult to enforce. She said the Fair management is attempting to make more
clean spaces at the Fairgrounds.
Commissioner Howell stated the no smoking signs were a safety precaution from the fire
department.
Stitt asked Wiesenmeyer about having a first aid station at the Fairgrounds.
Wiesenmeyer was excused.
Funding from CARES and ARPA: Stitt asked that she delay gathering information to build a
coroner’s office, as requested by the Board on September 12, until after a coroner is elected on
November 8.
Report: Stitt told the Board the All Hazards Mitigation Plan had been submitted to the State for
review. She said a roundtable with Agropur, city and rural fire departments, Idaho State Police,
city and county police departments, emergency communications, emergency medical services,
and industrial companies had been postponed until December 8. Other upcoming events
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mentioned by Stitt were October Earthquake Awareness (with the great shake-out on October
20) and a Public Health Preparedness and Response series October 26, 27, and 28 and November
15 and 16.
Stitt said as a follow-up to the recent Eden wildfire, she would be directing individuals to contact
Tim Water’s insurance company.
Stitt expected NuriLink to install upgraded technology equipment in the Commissioners’
boardroom and the Courthouse meeting room in mid-December.
Stitt asked if the Courthouse participates in trick or treating on Halloween. The Board agreed to
announcing it on the lawn’s reader board. She also asked about whether the County wanted to be
involved in the City of Jerome trunk or treat event and said she would bring more information
about it to the Board.
Stitt stated that fire drills, wall escape plans, and fire marshal checks were under the purview of
the risk manager; Commissioner Howell suggested discussing the safety matters during the
department heads meeting planned for October 31.
BRENT CULBERTSON—MAINTENANCE REPORT
Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson was present.
Jail Project Change Order: Brent Culbertson presented a change order invoice of $7,801.20 for
additional work in removing the former jail from the Courthouse. He said the company had done
more work than expected, such as removing a concrete ceiling, and had received $4,073.49 from
steel recycling. He recommended paying the company for its change order invoice and also
allowing it to keep the recycling checks because of the enormity of the demolition project.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve an additional $3,727.71 to
Strive Fabrication for additional work on reclaiming the jail space. It was seconded and carried
with unanimous ayes.
Chair Disposals: Culbertson requested to dispose of extra chairs in the Courthouse, saying many
of them were torn or damaged. He also said there were two military desks that were not being
used.
 It was determined that Culbertson would put the chairs in question in a central location
and that they would be offered to employees before their disposal.
TRACEE McKIM—AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT FUNDS UPDATE
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim, System Administrator Cody Westover, and IT Technician
Desea Lance were present.
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Funds Update: Tracee McKim presented a sheet detailing
the funds expended from ARPA moneys received, reporting that an additional amount was
expected from the federal government.
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McKim then asked if the Board would approve an additional $45,000 to build a handicapped
restroom for the Jerome American Legion Hall. She said the $30,000 the Board had allotted for
the Legion post was already earmarked for measures to make the post’s building handicapped
accessible.
Commissioner Howell said he was in favor of completing the Legion Hall’s handicapped
accessibility, adding that the Legion also holds fundraisers to support its operation.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to authorize another $45,000 out of ARPA
funds for American Legion Post 46 for a handicapped bathroom remodel and doors. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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Computer Arts Contract: Cody Westover said he, as well as Clerk Michelle Emerson,
recommended signing a new contract with Computer Arts. He explained that the Computer Arts
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programs are working well and that to go to different software would take up to two years.
Westover said the contract would not include service calls and that the indigent program would
be discounted by 20 percent. He reported the total cost would be $48,000 a year; plus
maintenance of $10,000; $600 a day to come on site; public safety of $13,000; and $3,090 for
phone support. He said the total contract would be $76,000, which would include the sheriff’s
office.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to renew a contract with Computer Arts. It
was seconded, followed by discussion in which Desea Lance said it would cost twice as much
for each department to have its own software, which would not work well among departments.
The Motion carried with unanimous ayes.
MARK SWENSON—CASUALTY LOSS EXEMPTION APPLICATION
Assessor Mark Swenson and Appraiser Sabrina Henderson were present. Also present was Larry
Robbins, homeowner.
Mark Swenson began by thanking the Commissioners for budgeting to have hot water available
in the Courthouse restrooms.
Swenson then presented an Application for Casualty/Loss Exemption for Larry Robbins, who
had lost his home from fire on May 12, 2022. He attached pictures showing a total loss of the
burned house and attached garage and utility sheds. The assessor’s office had prorated the
taxable value from $313,125 to $74,605.
Commissioner Howell asked Robbins if he believed it was a fair appraisal, and he agreed it was.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to accept the Application for
Casualty/Loss Exemption and approve the final value based on fire loss for Parcel No.
RP09S17E076940. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
TEVIAN EKREN-KOBER—DESTRUCTION OF RECORDS
Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober was present.
Tevian Ekren-Kober gave the Board a resolution to recycle records from her office that could be
destroyed according to Idaho Code.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to adopt Resolution 2022-48 to destroy
certain records in the treasurer’s office. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
RESOLUTION NO. 2022-48
WHEREAS, the Jerome County Commissioners have received requests from the Jerome County
Treasurer’s Office to destroy certain records as set out in Exhibit “A”, pursuant to Idaho Code Section §31-871; and,
WHEREAS, this request lists the documents to be destroyed, which are attached to this resolution as
Exhibit “A” and are to be considered as if fully set forth in this resolution; and,
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WHEREAS, according to TEVIAN KOBER, Jerome County treasurer, the documents are 2008-2020
Treasurer and Tax Collector documents that have all been scanned and backed up with a disc; these files need to be
destroyed to allow for more storage space; and
WHEREAS, proper administration of Jerome County government requires that old records and documents
be periodically cleaned out and destroyed; and,
WHEREAS, Idaho Code Section §31-871 does allow for classification, retention, and destruction of
County records and documents; and,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners for Jerome County,
Idaho, that the following is hereby approved and adopted.
The records listed in this request have been maintained for the required amount of time, are no longer needed, and
therefore shall be destroyed.
DATED this 17th day of October 2022
ATTEST:

JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

/s/ Tracee McKim, chief deputy
MICHELLE EMERSON, CLERK

(absent)
A. BEN CROUCH, CHAIRMAN

(SEAL)

/s/ Charles M. Howell
CHARLES HOWELL, COMMISSIONER
/s/ John Crozier
JOHN CROZIER, COMMISSIONER
EXHIBIT “A”







Tax Drive: 1997, 2002-2010
Bank Statements:
o DL Evans Daily Sweep XX0015- 2002, 2009 - 2011
o DL Evans EFT XX2197 – 2001 – 2002, 2009 - 2011
o DL Evans Tax Collector Credit Card XX5372 – 2009-2010
o DL Evans Credit Card XX5218- 3/2010 - 9/2010
o DL Evans Bank Treasurer XX8421 – 2003-2004, 2009 - 2010
o DL Evans Bank Warrant Account XX2391 – 2002 - 2003
o DL Evans Bank FICA/PERSI XX1775 – 2003-2004, 2008 - 2010
o First Security Bank XX016-18: 1991-1992, 1995-1998, 2000-2002
o First Security Bank XX015-19: 1989-1990, 1999-2000
o Farmers National Bank Tax Collector XX2564: 2001-2004, 2008-2010
o Federal Home Loan XX5411: 2004-2006
o US Bank Treasurer XX6575- 1999 – 2001, 2006 - 2010
o US Bank Tax Collector xx0972: 1999-2002, 2006-2010
o Wells Fargo Treasurer EFT XX1618 – 5/2001-12/2001
o West One Bank Tax Collector XX0061- 1987 - 1989
Check Registers
o First Security Bank Tax Collector: 4/3/1956 – 9/29/1997
Tax Receipts:
o 1991-2012
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Tax Deposits
o 1992 – 1994
Tax Cancellations
o 1992, 1994, 2008-2009
Redeemed Warrants:
o 2002 – 2010
Monthly Tax Reports
o 1986-1992
o 1999
o 2001-2002
o 2005-2009
T.A. Deposits
o 1992 – 1993
o 2002 - 2011
T.A. Reports
o 1994
o 2008 - 2009
Credit Card Transactions:
o 7/06-12/08, 9/10-10/9
Interest Reports
o 1996- 1997
Auditor’s Certificates
o 1991 – 1995
o 1999 - 2012
Journal Vouchers
o 1991-1995
o 1999-2000
o 2003-2010
TXB020
o 1997
TX0060
o 2006
Monthly Tax Reports:
o March 2008- June 2008
Tax Rolls
o 1993
o 1999
o 2002-2003
Treasurer’s Reports
o 1999-2010
Budget
o 2008 – 2009

MIKE SEIB—LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Legal Counsel: Mike Seib requested that the hours of the receptionist in the prosecutor’s office
be increased from part-time to full time, which he said would also require some remodeling of
his office.
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Seib also asked that the wages of the deputy prosecutors be increased to $95,000 annually, which
he said is a usual rate for the area.
Seib said he had been talking with some attorneys about accepting a conflict attorney position for
an upcoming murder case in Jerome County. He said it would cost the County $20,000 to
$30,000 if the case goes to trial.
 A decision on the full-time position and the deputy prosecutor salaries was later added to
the October 31 agenda.
Rezone from A1 to A2: Signing the decision for the Human/Spofford rezone was continued.
Urban Renewal Ordinance: Seib said he would review an ordinance to create the Northbridge
Urban Renewal District before its public hearing on October 24.
Bylaws and Policies and Procedures for Guardians: Seib said Scott Denning, as the Board of
Community Guardians coordinator, would address the Board about bylaws and policies and
procedures for a new Jerome County Board of Community Guardians.
Airport Sublease: The Board inquired whether a sublessor of a Jerome Airport hangar should
sign a new lease. Seib advised to consult the party that is subleasing and discuss the matter with
the airport manager.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the minutes of October 11,
2022, as corrected. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. The third paragraph under
“Michelle Emerson—M2 Automation” was corrected to read: Commissioner Crozier said the
County pays for other master plans but questioned whether the cash layout would be worth the
benefit of the offered plan. He said that “master plans” and studies are quite popular these days
it seems, i.e., airport, broadband, fairgrounds, etc.
INDIGENT MATTERS
There were no indigent matters for the Commissioners to sign.
Meeting adjourned at 4:10 P.M.
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Respectively submitted:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

(absent)
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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