JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Tuesday, October 11, 2022
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
Commissioner Howell was excused.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported from a DUI (Driving Under the Influence) Court ceremony for
two graduates. He had also completed the Commissioners’ quarterly jail inspection, with no
problems found. Commissioner Crozier said he had talked with various court personnel
concerning a pending prosecutor appointment.
Commissioners Crozier and Howell had visited the retirement party for Terry Ruby, former
superintendent of the Tri-county Noxious Weed Control District. The two Commissioners had
also attended a dedication at the top of Yingst Grade naming the canyon walking path to
commemorate Carl Nellis (deceased) and Jim Irwin who have spent countless hours cleaning
debris from various parts of the Snake River Canyon. Commissioner Crozier said Commissioner
Howell had spoken at the dedication and that he had read a proclamation prepared by
Commissioner Crouch declaring the name “Carl Nellis and Jim Irwin Walking Trail.”
Commissioner Crouch reported from an Airport Advisory Board meeting where Airport
Consultant Kent Atkin had followed up on adopting a Master Plan, which he said should be
available within a few months. The Commissioner had also given a radio interview.
All the Commissioners were present at a ribbon cutting for Megan Hurt Photography in Jerome.
JERI WILSON—EMPLOYEE CHRISTMAS PARTY
Deputy Clerk Jeri Wilson was present as a member of the Employee Committee.
Jeri Wilson asked the Board if the County would pay $25 a plate for an Employee Christmas
Party. She said, if approved, employees would be required to pay $25 in advance, to be refunded
during their attendance at the party.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to pay up to $25 per employee for the
Christmas Party in 2022 at the Mountain View Barn. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
DISCUSS—FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION MEETING IN HELENA
The Board discussed a regional meeting of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to be held
October 17-19 in Helena, Montana. It decided that Commissioner Crouch would attend the
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conference to give input on acquiring more land for the Jerome Airport and the proposal for a
wind farm in Jerome County.
SIGN SHERIFF DEPARTMENT WAGE CHANGES
The Commissioners signed Employee Wage Change forms to increase the salaries of the
following sheriff personnel, effective October 1, 2022: Colton Crockett, Austin Dixon, Tyson
Demaray, Miguel Noriega, Tyrel Hudson, Matt Spencer, Trey Treasure, Chase Garey, George
Oppedyk, Brad Sawyer, Makaylee Sawyer, Jason Wethern, Andres Vangelisto, John Wood,
David Olson, Robert Nicholson, Austin Rasmussen, Gary Taylor, Michael Guest, Craig Crouse,
Thomas Reid, Elijah Connell, Christen McRoberts, Matt West, Rick Bohling, Chad Kingsland,
Edward Huaypaya, Jeremy Osborne, Clinton Guest, Sam Roach, Tasha Crouse, Lorin
Thompson, Roger Sedlmayr, Jonathan Almazan, Connor Booth, Roger Hartgrave, Troy Toman,
Marisela Aguirre, Katrina Gratzer, Emma Sorensen, Rick Scruggs, Teresa Oneida, Leticia
Beltran, Rick Bernsen, Teresa Mallea-Wade, Teri Gudgell, Eduviges Liles, Thomas Linton, Joel
Sedlmayr, Christina Wilson, Cory Kehrer, Eric Jackson, Dean Dekruyf, and Jose Lopez.
APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Board approved Employee Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Scott Denning, Deserae
Jones, Tanya Stitt, and Mario Umana for the September 25, 2022, through October 8, 2022,
payroll cycle.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change form to increase the salary of Jesus Mendez as a
court interpreter, effective October 1, 2022.
The Board signed leave requests for Tanya Stitt and Brent Culbertson.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
The Commissioners signed claims from the budget year ending September 30, 2022, as follows.
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Commissioners signed claims for the October 1, 2022, to October 11, 2022, payroll cycle as
follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated October 7, 2022, for the General, District
Court II, Justice, Revaluation, Tort, and Assessor Trust-Licenses Funds, with a grand total of
$145,100.19.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated October 7, 2022, with a grand total of
$223,104.48 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Justice, Fair Capital,
Health District, Indigent, and Revaluation.
MICHELLE EMERSON—M2 AUTOMATION
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present.
M2 Automation: Michelle Emerson followed up from September 19 when M2 Automation had
spoken with the Board about offering a ten-year master security plan that would cover all County
buildings. She said the County needs what M2 is offering, citing security and lighting essentials.
Commissioner Crozier said the County pays for other master plans but questioned whether the
cash layout would be worth the benefit of the offered plan.
 The Board asked that Emerson obtain an itemization of services M2 is offering as well as
a bid from another company.
Annex Roof Repairs: Emerson reported that seams are pulling apart on the roof of the Judicial
Annex Building, and she gave the Board a bid from Rainguard Roofing, saying repairs were
necessary before winter weather.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to go forward with approving the expense
of $21,998 for repair of the Annex Building roof. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
IT Vehicle: Emerson told the Board that the IT personnel need a vehicle for transporting
equipment among County buildings, which could be covered in the budget.
 The Commissioners asked that Emerson seek for an appropriate vehicle at Gandiaga
Motors and Country Auto as well as Con Paulos Chevrolet.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to authorize up to $16,000 for the
purchase of a vehicle for the IT Department. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
NANCY MARSHALL—PLANNING AND ZONING REPORT
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall was present.
Nancy Marshall questioned whether the GIS (mapping) employee would work eight-hour shifts
as a department head rather than an employee in the planning and zoning office.
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 The Board determined he would continue to work 7.5 hours per day but would report to
the Commissioners beginning with the October 9, 2022, payroll cycle.
Commissioner Crouch questioned whether the current break room on the second floor of the
Courthouse could become a sufficient office for the GIS employee in order to free space in the
planning and zoning office for a new employee.
Marshall did not recommend it because the heating and cooling system was linked with the
treasurer’s office and the power was not sufficient for multiple equipment. The Commissioners
then discussed other options for the GIS office.
Marshall reviewed with the Commissioners her written department head report for September,
which included finances, building department inspections and projects, code enforcement, and
mapping activities and projects as well as other department activities. She said Computer Arts
continues to be a problem because it had expired all building permits for the fourth time. She
said she was researching software offered by other companies.
Marshall said Deputy Scruggs had not investigated zoning violations in the previous month
because he had been temporarily assigned patrol duties. She did update the Board on an overdue
building permit and the compliance of the half-way house and its upcoming application for a
Special Use Permit as a drug and rehabilitation facility.
Marshall reported the Planning and Zoning Commission will have an additional meeting on
October 17 to consider text amendments.
Commissioner Crouch inquired about the progress in establishing a Recreation Zone in the
Zoning Ordinance; Marshall said efforts had died since July.
Marshall was excused.
 The Commissioners inspected the current break room with the maintenance supervisor
and determined that it would be sufficient for the GIS office with the installation of a heating and
cooling element and a power upgrade.
Meeting recessed at 11:51 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:30 P.M.
BRENT CULBERTSON—MAINTENANCE REPORT
Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson was present.
Report: Brent Culbertson reported demolition of the former jail in the Courthouse was
completed. He agreed with the Commissioners that windows will need to be replaced when
remodeling for office space.
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 Culbertson suggested creating two handicapped accessible restrooms in the former jail
area to enable accessibility on the main floor of the Courthouse.
Culbertson stated necessary power had been run to Courthouse bathrooms to enable installation
of small hot water heaters, which he was in the process of completing.
The Commissioners discussed Courthouse office areas with Culbertson.
 Parking Signs: The Board asked Culbertson to put signs on the parking lot on the north
side of the Courthouse indicating parking for County vehicles only.
TIM LARSON—AIRPORTS REPORT
Airports Manager Tim Larson was present.
Tim Larson reported the annual service on the loader had been completed and that tires had been
replaced on the Jerome Airport truck. He also told the current fuel prices charged at the Airport.
Larson stated the Airport website had been updated and that the Facebook page was active;
Commissioner Crouch requested to put a picture of the Airport sign on it.
Larson told the Board that Last Cockpit would submit a business plan to the Airport Advisory
Board as a hangar sublessor.
Larson stated the Airport Board had approved Airport Appreciation Day to be held on Saturday,
October 29, from 11:00-3:00. The Commissioners discussed ideas with Larson, including food
trucks, a car show, reduced fuel prices, airplane rides, and a National Guard presence.
RYAN HULBERT—OPIOID ADDICTION PREVENTION AND MENTAL HEALTH
IT Technician Desea Lance was present. Also present was Ryan Hulbert, E.P.I.C. Psychological
Services.
Ryan Hulbert introduced himself, giving his background and his current efforts in preventing
opioid addiction through the services of E.P.I.C. (Empowering People in Communities). The
Commissioners followed his website on their computers as he offered the County a subscription
to his online institute for $1 per resident (for a total of $24,000), which would enable all Jerome
County residents unlimited use of his materials. If the County subscribed, he suggested putting a
link on the County website, which Desea Lance said would be easy to do.
Hulbert followed by using pictures and models to illustrate enhancing mental health that could
lead to less addiction. He presented the Board one of his books in both English and Spanish,
Driver’s Ed for the Brain, which he said had been translated into 15 languages.
Hulbert stated he would be excited if he could share the results of his research with the entire
population of Jerome County.
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NICK AND CORRINNE BARRY—UPDATE ON THE FAIRGROUNDS RV PARK
Present was Tracy Perkins, County appraiser. Also present were Larry Hall, executive director of
Jerome 20/20; and Nick and Corrinne Barry.
Larry Hall reintroduced Nick and Corrinne Barry, who had approached the Commissioners in
April about their desire to lease space on the Jerome Fairgrounds on which to establish an RV
park. He said the Barrys had done much research on establishing a park.
Nick Barry presented and reviewed with the Board a written update of his plans for a Country
Roads RV Park. He stated he had presented the concept to the City of Jerome; had begun
working with DL Evan’s Bank and the USDA to secure financing; had received a scope of
services from Garcia Land Surveying; had met with HMH Construction and its engineers several
times to discuss rough numbers for the project; and had met with an attorney to draw up a lease
for the property.
Barry said the next step would be discussion of potential sharing of the costs for a land survey.
Tracy Perkins stated she had spoken with Garcia Land Surveying, which had said it would need
to start from scratch to prepare legal boundaries, which would cost from $10,000 to $15,000. She
said a complete legal description with meets and bounds could benefit both the County and the
City of Jerome.
Hall said the Barrys were willing to pay half of the surveying charge, and Barry said he was
paying Garcia $2500 that day as a down payment.
The Commissioners agreed the surveying would be a good idea, and Commissioner Crouch said
he would like the cost split among the County, the City, and the Barrys.
Hall said the lack of accurate legal descriptions was a stopping point for the RV project and that
he would ask the City if it would be willing to share the surveying costs.
BRAD CALBO—INTERVIEW FOR PROSECUTOR APPOINTMENT
Commissioner Howell was present by speakerphone. Brad Calbo was present as an applicant for
Jerome County prosecutor.
Commissioner Howell stated he would like to interview Brad Calbo without interviewing
another applicant whose name had not been submitted by the Republican Central Committee
because of not meeting residency and electorate requirements. Commissioner Crouch said he
was also comfortable with proceeding with the interview. Commissioner Crozier stated
interviewing the other candidate would be without the blessing of the Central Committee.
Calbo introduced himself, telling of his background and employment experience as a defense
attorney who was currently representing defendants in federal court. He said he located in
Jerome because he has sons and grandchildren in the area.
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Commissioner Crouch asked Calbo of his best qualities, and he said he was a hard worker who
would outwork whomever was representing the other side of a case. Commissioner Crouch also
asked about Calbo’s role in advising the Commissioners, and he said he would be looking
forward to it and knew of resources he could consult if needed.
Commissioner Crozier questioned why Calbo would prefer working in Jerome; Calbo said he
wanted to help the County to be a safe community and to represent the citizens of the County
well.
Commissioner Howell asked Calbo about his current high profile defender cases; he said he has
only one high profile case, now at the sentencing phase, and that he would have to withdraw
from nine other federal cases.
Prosecutor Mike Seib was present.
Commissioner Howell asked when Calbo would be able to take office if he were appointed. He
answered that he could begin in mid-November after a planned vacation. Calbo said that upon
appointment he would immediately quit working on his criminal cases, pending formal
withdrawals.
Calbo concluded by saying he had interviewed with the Central Committee for over an hour and
that the Board would be happy if it appoints him as prosecutor to fulfill Seib’s term.
Calbo was excused.
The Board discussed whether to appoint Calbo. Commissioner Crouch stated he liked Calbo’s
answers to the Board’s questions and his viewpoints. He also said he was satisfied with the
process from the Republican Central Committee.
Commissioner Crozier said he joined Commissioner Crouch in supporting an appointment of
Calbo. He said he was haunted by the other candidate’s request for an interview but that not
submitting her name to the Board was the responsibility of the Central Committee.
Commissioner Howell stated he had asked questions of numerous law enforcement personnel,
attorneys, and judges, all of whom recommended Calbo as prosecutor, and that he supported his
appointment 100 percent.
Commissioner Crozier said he had also interviewed several people, all of whom had no negative
comments about Calbo.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to appoint Brad Calbo as prosecutor for
Jerome County, taking office to coincide with Mike Seib’s resignation. It was seconded,
followed by discussion that appointment would become effective in mid-November, and carried
with unanimous ayes.
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Seib agreed with Calbo closing his private practice, saying his resignation as prosecutor would
be effective when Calbo takes the oath of office in mid-November. He said it would be necessary
to appoint conflict attorneys for those persons who were being defended by Calbo and that the
County would need to hire an attorney to prosecute a murder trial in the County.
Seib said the prosecutor’s office should have four attorneys and is currently functioning with
three. He said he would be willing to serve as a deputy prosecutor for at least six months.
MIKE SEIB—LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Guardians Bylaws and Policies and Procedures: Seib said he had provided the Board and the
community guardians coordinator bylaws as well as policies and procedures for a Jerome County
Board of Community Guardians, which he had reviewed and revised.
Airport Sublease: The Commissioners asked if a new lease is required for a party subleasing a
hangar at the Jerome Airport.
 Seib said he would investigate the matter.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve indigent matters as presented
by staff. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. The Commissioners signed an Order
affirming the denial of Case No. 2122-026 following an appeal hearing on October 3, 2022.
Commissioner Crouch phoned Calbo, offering him the prosecutor appointment, which he
accepted.
Commissioner Crouch also spoke with the maintenance supervisor about preparing a current
break room as an office for the County mapping employee.
Meeting adjourned at 5 P.M.
Respectively submitted:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner
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______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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