JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, October 3, 2022
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:02 P.M.
CY LOOTENS—APPROVE PRECINCTS FOR NOVEMBER 8 ELECTION
Deputy Clerk/Elections Specialist Cy Lootens was present.
Cy Lootens presented Designated Polling Places for the upcoming November 8 general election.
He noted that the Eden and Hazelton precincts would be voting at the Valley School rather than
at the Courthouse as in the August 30 school bond election.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the precincts for the November
8 election as presented by staff. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Polling places were listed as:
Bishop-Court, Episcopal Parish Hall;
Canyonside, Jerome Recreation District;
Eden, Valley School;
Falls City, Jerome County Airport;
Hazelton, Valley School;
Northeast, Jerome City Library;
Northwest, Jerome School District Administration Building;
Rimrock, Jerome Recreation District;
Shepherd-View, Jerome Middle School;
Southeast, Jerome School District Administration Building;
Southwest, Jerome School District Administration Building; and
Absentee/Early Voting, Jerome County Courthouse.
9:03 A.M. - Commissioner Howell was present.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported from a meeting of the South Central Community Action
Partnership that directors had revised the agency’s strategic plan.
Commissioner Crozier had also attended a Crisis Center of South Central Idaho board meeting
where he learned that funding from grants is almost depleted but that payments from Medicaid
and Medicare are helping. He said finances are tight but strong at the present. He also said the
quarterly report showed that the Center had served 17 individuals from Jerome County.
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Commissioner Crozier had attended the Idaho Association of Counties (IAC) annual conference
in Boise from September 26-28. While at the conference, he had served on the governing board
of IAC as the District IV representative.
Commissioner Crozier said he had listened to comments from citizens on subjects including
school board concerns for the Valley school district; rough pavement on Golf Course Road;
appointment of a prosecutor; and several zoning and code enforcement topics.
Commissioner Crouch had also attended the IAC conference but had been present at the
groundbreaking ceremony in Jerome for Nelson Jameson, which provides food processing
supplies and distributes over 55,000 products.
Commissioner Crouch reported from an Open House for the City of Jerome Comprehensive
Plan, which he said provided a good layout and discussion of ideas presented.
Commissioner Crouch had participated in a meeting as a representative on the Bureau of Land
Management Resource Advisory Subcommittee regarding the Lava Ridge Wind Project. He had
also met with JC Olson about his resignation from the Fair Board.
Commissioner Howell reported from the following meetings.
(1) Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board—funding discussion; dedication of the Carl
Nellis/Jim Irwin Walking Trail October 8; possible maintenance employee for the Park; porta
potty a positive addition at the Yingst Grade trailhead.
(2) Met with Rebecca Wildman of the Southern Idaho Climbing Coalition—to speak with the
Commissioners that morning.
(3) Magic Valley Cattlemen’s Association—comments on the Eden/Hazelton range fire,
30,000 acres burned but the loss of only minor assets.
(4) Southern Idaho Regional Solid Waste District—planned a feasibility study for scales at
each transfer station to equalize payments among the seven participating counties.
(5) SIRCOMM (emergency communications)—updates from Brett Reid and new director
Christy Churchman.
(6) Resident comments—half-way house.
All three Commissioners had participated in a Jerome Chamber of Commerce Business After
Hours event at Con Paulos Chevrolet, where they listened to a short presentation by the Boys and
Girls Club of Magic Valley, which had recently expanded to Jerome.
LEANNE SNOWDEN—FMLA INFORMATION FOR THE EMPLOYEE MANUAL
Payroll Clerk Leanne Snowden was present.
Leanne Snowden gave the Commissioners forms to apply for the Family and Medical Leave Act
(FMLA) that she had received from ICRMP (county liability insurance), which included a flow
chart of the application process.
Snowden asked that the forms be added to the Employee/Supervisor Manual so that employees
would have the information in order to apply for the leave.
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Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the ICRMP suggestions and
guidelines for FMLA and at a future date update the handbook to reflect the changes and to
review the entire handbook as well. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
 The Board determined to send the documents to all employees and that an employee
would fill out the paperwork under the supervision of his or her supervisor.
SIGN PATHOLOGY AGREEMENT
The Board was in receipt of an agreement to renew pathological services with Ada County.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to sign an agreement for pathology
services between Jerome County and Ada County. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
JAIL INSPECTION
Commissioner Crozier agreed to perform the Commissioners’ quarterly jail inspection.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated September 23, 2022, for the Insurance
Deductible Trust Fund, with a grand total of $3,036.93 and a Claims Approval Report dated
October 2, 2022, with a grand total of $1,444.46.
The Board signed Employee Wage Change forms to increase the salaries of the following
employees in the prosecutor’s office: Emely Regalado, Audrey Sims, Kelly Lloyd, Melanie
Spencer, and Juana Arteaga.
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change form to increase the salary of IT system
administrator Cody Westover.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve a payout of $2500 from Region
IV Development for a grant processed over a year ago for True West Beef.
The Board signed leave requests for Brent Culbertson and Mario Umana.
Commissioner Crouch had signed a Catering Permit on September 27 for the South Hills Bar &
Grill, Hansen, to be used October 1, 2022, from 2 P.M.-12 A.M. at The Risk Barn.
The Board signed four Catering Permits for the South Hills Bar & Grill, Hansen, to be used
October 14, 2022, from 2 P.M.-12 A.M.; October 15, 2022, from 4 P.M.-12:30 A.M.; October 22, 2022,
from 4 P.M.-12 A.M.; and October 29, 2022, from 5 P.M.-12:30 A.M., all at the Risk Barn.
Commissioner Crozier had approved Time Records on September 23 for employees supervised
by the Commissioners.
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SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
Commissioners signed claims for the September 20, 2022, to September 30, 2022, claim cycle.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated September 30, 2022, for the Justice Fund,
with a grand total of $49,161.16.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated September 30, 2022, for the Court Bond
Trust and Restitution-Courts Funds, with a grand total of $11,290.96.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated September 30, 2022, for Indigent Fund, with
a grand total of $9,028.41.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated September 30, 2022, with a grand total of
$196,948.35 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Justice, Election
Consolidation, Indigent, Revaluation, Waterways, Assessor Trust-Licenses, and Planning &
Zoning/Building.
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REPUBLICAN CENTRAL COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION FOR PROSECUTOR
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present. Also present was Brad Calbo, candidate
for Jerome County prosecutor.
Commissioner Howell read an e-mail from the Republican Central Committee recommending
the appointment of Brad Calbo to fill Mike Seib’s term as prosecutor.
The Board was also in receipt of an e-mail from Deputy Prosecutor Sandra Scott, contesting that
she should also be a nominee for the prosecutor position. The Central Committee had advised
that it did not send her name to the Commissioners for consideration because she did not qualify
for the appointment.
Michelle Emerson read State code regarding elected officials. She advised to consult the
prosecutor later that day about Scott’s protest, which the Commissioners determined to do.
LARRY HALL—JEROME 20/20 QUARTERLY REPORT
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present. Also present were Larry Hall, executive
director of Jerome 20/20; Rebecca Wildman and Michael Young, representing the Southern
Idaho Climbing Coalition; and Bill Bridges, chairman of the Snake River Canyons Park
Managing Board.
Report: Larry Hall spoke from his written report, giving details of new businesses establishing
in Jerome County, to wit, True West Beef, Western Dairy Transport, and Nelson Jameson. He
also told the Board that a new building at Northbridge Junction is fully leased with three tenants.
Hall apprised of the progress of the Southern Idaho Legacy Center/University of Idaho CAFÉ
Project; east end medical services; Traveler’s Oasis construction; Hempitecture; Visser Building
Company/North Side Canal Project; Broken Bridge Project, and Smiles 4 Kids.
Shoshone Falls Overlook Update: Hall inquired from his request of June 3 for a County
contribution of $250,000 to help establish an overlook of Shoshone Falls from the north side of
the Snake River Canyon. He presented the original estimate to establish the overlook for
$1,325,000. Geotechnical engineering, civil engineering, surveying, and testing/inspection
totaled $100,000.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve from ARPA [American Rescue
Plan Act] funding up to a $100,000 match for Idaho Power, starting with geotechnical
engineering and other items included for the Jerome overlook project. It was seconded, followed
by discussion of a match from Idaho Power, and carried with unanimous ayes.
Land Acquisition: Rebecca Wildman showed the Commissioners a map with a geographical
feature on the Snake River Canyon rim that she said the Southern Idaho Climbing Coalition had
an interest in obtaining. She said the area shown could become a world-class climbing region and
double the climbing opportunities in the Magic Valley.
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Wildman told the Board the area is part of the Hubert Allen estate, of which some parcels are for
sale. She said the Climbing Coalition would be willing to partner with Jerome County to
purchase land, adding that the price of the total property is $22 million.
Michael Young said part of the land is called the coliseum and could be acquired as part of the
Snake River Canyons Park.
Wildman stated Davis Realty is willing to approach the Allen family to determine if it would
partition its estate.
Commissioner Crouch said he was interested in getting more information from the family.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to authorize the Southern Idaho Climbing
Coalition to pursue the described climbing project with the Hubert Allen Estate. It was seconded
and carried with unanimous ayes.
PUBLIC HEARING—ZONING MAP AMENDMENT (recorded)
Present were Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall and Assistant Administrator
Kacie Buhler. Also present were Jesse Human and Robin Spofford, applicants.
The deputy clerk swore in those who were to testify.
APPLICANT
Jesse Human said he and adjacent property owner Robin Spofford would like the zoning of two
parcels changed from A1 (agricultural) to A2 (rural residential) to enable more property splits in
the future. He said he believed the properties fit A2 because they are bordered on the east by the
Jerome Area of City Impact and on the north and west by small lots.
Human added that the properties are not next to confined animal feeding operations, and he said
that the County is going to need additional housing because of the new plants locating in it.
STAFF
Nancy Marshall stated the rezoning was recommended by the Planning and Zoning Commission.
She said her written report showed that all the required legal actions for rezoning had been taken.
Marshall referred to the questions in her report that should be considered for approval by the
Commissioners.
Commissioner Howell asked a question about a parcel map from the assessor’s office that was
included in the staff report, which was clarified by Marshall.
IN FAVOR
No one from the public was present to testify in favor of the application for rezoning.
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IN OPPOSITION
No one testified in opposition to the rezone. Nancy Marshall noted that Scott Snyder had signed
in as being in opposition of the application and had written a letter included in the staff report.
REBUTTAL
Human stated he had not been comfortable including any other property into the rezoning
request.
Commissioner Crouch closed the hearing to further testimony.
DISCUSSION
Commissioner Crouch stated the application was straightforward and in compliance with the
Comprehensive Plan. He said it would not be spot zoning, would not be near any confined
animal feeding operations, and was compatible with surrounding uses.
Commissioner Crozier agreed with Commissioner Crouch in approving the application, saying
he had read the letter in opposition but that the rezoning would be a good transition for property
development.
Commissioner Howell had no objections to rezoning the parcels, saying the rezoning would fit
well with surrounding residential properties and would leave the surface water.
 Commissioner Crouch recessed the hearing, awaiting a written decision of approval from
legal counsel.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to amend the agenda to discuss a location
for a planning and zoning employee who was now a department head. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
EMPLOYEE OFFICE
 The Commissioners determined to move the mapping employee from the planning and
zoning office to a break room on the second floor of the Courthouse and to provide Conference
Room #305 for a break room.
Meeting recessed at 12:03 P.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:16 P.M.
EXECUTIVE SESSION—INDIGENT APPEAL HEARING, INDIGENT CASE 2122-026
1:16 P.M. – A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to go into executive session per Idaho
Code 74-206(1)(d), to hear an indigent appeal. It was seconded and carried with a unanimous roll
call vote.
1:21 P.M. – Return to open session.
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 The Board determined to uphold the denial of Indigent Case No. 2122-026 and await the
signing of a written decision.

Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present and requested an executive session.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
 1:35 P.M. - A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to go into executive session per
Idaho Code 74-206(1)(b), personnel. It was seconded and carried with a unanimous roll call vote.
1:42 P.M. – Return to open session.
DISCUSS FAIR QUARTERLY REPORT
Fair Manager Andrea Wiesenmeyer and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson were
present.
Andrea Wiesenmeyer gave statistics from the County Fair held in August. She said funds
received from sponsors had increased but that their complimentary tickets had reduced the
number of event tickets sold.
Wiesenmeyer said community feedback was positive regarding the upgraded tables and benches
on the Fairgrounds. She said event cancellations had been challenging and that plans were
already being discussed for the 2023 Fair.
Wiesenmeyer confirmed with Commissioner Crozier that the fair queen event would not be held
again.
Commissioner Crozier asked about purchasing new grandstands. Wiesenmeyer said a project
manager and a site plan were needed before seeking bids. Commissioners Howell and Crozier
approved of hiring an engineering firm and developing a master plan.
 Wiesenmeyer said she would return to the Board with amounts needed before seeking
bids.
SCOTT BYBEE—CP SUBDIVISION FINAL PLAT MEETING
Present were Nancy Marshall and Kacie Buhler, planning and zoning administrator and assistant
administrator, respectively, and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson. Also present were
Scott Bybee, Blair Crouch, and Arlen Crouch, representing ABC Agra.
Scott Bybee stated the application for a final plat amendment was submitted for a lot line
adjustment to enable making a smaller lot. He said the planning and zoning staff report had read
that a letter was missing from the surveyor regarding setting of monuments but that the pins had
now been set in the ground.
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Nancy Marshall confirmed that a letter had been received from the surveyor and that the
application was now complete. She asked that the Commissioners make their decision based on
the conditions listed in the staff report.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the final plat as presented
based upon the items listed in Exhibit CC31, 3-a of the staff report, which are: i, the application
is complete and complies with the standards of this chapter and the Jerome County Zoning
Ordinance as a whole; ii, the final plat is in substantial compliance with the approved or
conditionally approved preliminary plat; iii, the improvements proposed in the approved or
conditionally approved preliminary plat, and the conditions stated therein, have been
substantially completed and satisfied, or if not, good cause has been demonstrated that justifies
the application’s approval despite the incomplete improvements and/or unsatisfied conditions;
and iv, the final plat contains signatures of approval from the following: health authority,
surveyor for Jerome County, appropriate irrigation district, appropriate highway district,
appropriate fire district, and the Jerome County treasurer. The motion was seconded and carried
with Commissioners Crozier and Howell voting aye and Commissioner Crouch abstaining
because of a possible conflict of interest.
MICHELLE EMERSON—CREDIT CARD FOR IT
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, System Administrator Cody Westover, and IT
Assistant Desea Lance were present.
Michelle Emerson said the clerk’s office had not been able to raise its credit card limit to
$14,000 as approved by the Commissioners on September 19 for the purchase of technology
equipment before the end of the 2021-22 budget year. She asked that, instead, the Board allow a
credit card for the IT department with a limit of $15,000.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve a credit card for IT with a limit
of $15,000. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
TRACEE McKIM—ARPA UPDATE
Tracee McKim could not be present for an ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) update. The
matter was rescheduled for October 17.
DISCUSSION—HIRING ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST TELECOM
Present were Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, System Administrator Cody Westover,
and IT Assistant Desea Lance.
Commissioner Crouch questioned whether broadband upgrades being done by the City of Jerome
would interfere with the County hiring Rocky Mountain West Telecom to do a survey of
broadband needs in the County.
Cody Westover stated a survey would help in applying for grants for broadband upgrades.
Commissioner Crozier stated that Rocky Mountain had assured him that TDS laying fiber in the
City would not interfere with County plans.
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 Desea Lance stated she would research options other than Rocky Mountain.
MIKE SEIB—LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
LCA Contract: Mike Seib advised that the County could sign the standard contract with LCA
for architectural services to expand the County jail.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to sign the agreement between Jerome
County and Lombard Conrad Architects (LCA) regarding the Jerome County jail expansion as
presented and reviewed by Mike Seib. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Guardians Bylaws: Seib said he was still reviewing bylaws for a new Jerome County Board of
Community Guardians.
Guardians Policies and Procedures: Seib was also in receipt of Policies and Procedures
submitted by the Board of Community Guardians coordinator for a Jerome County Board.
Seib said the Tri-county Board of Community Guardians is still in effect and as such the wards
are still covered even though Lincoln County had expressed its desire to withdraw from the tricounty board.
Prosecuting Attorney Appointment Process: Commissioner Crouch asked whether the
Commissioners should interview a candidate for prosecuting attorney whose application the
Republican Central Committee had not forwarded to the Commissioners because it believed she
was not qualified.
Seib read from State Code and said that the Central Committee is tasked with submitting three
names to the Commissioners. He said if there were fewer than three that all the names should be
submitted whether the Central Committee deemed them qualified or not. He said a candidate
would need to meet the qualifications of the office sought at the time of his or her appointment.
Seib said the Commissioners could request the Central Committee to submit all candidate names
if there were three or fewer.
Possible Illegal Meetings: The Board asked about a citizen’s complaint about illegal meetings
of the Valley School District board members.
 Seib asked that the Commissioners forward the citizen’s complaint to him.
Seib was excused.
Prosecuting Attorney Appointment Process, Continued: The Commissioners deliberated
about the request it had received for an interview for appointment as prosecutor. They wrote a
letter to the candidate stating they determined that the Republican Central Committee had acted
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in good faith by reaching out to the Idaho attorney general’s office for an opinion on
interviewing the candidate as well as had advertised the position widely. The Commissioners
concluded by stating they had decided to interview only the one candidate submitted to the
Board.

READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the minutes of May 2, May 3,
July 14, and September 19 as read and August 15 as corrected. The paragraph on Page 2 under
“Discuss Rocky Mountain West Elecom Broadband Questions” was corrected to read:
Commissioner Crozier reviewed with the Commissioners questions from Rocky Mountain
Telecom, as a follow-up from August 8 when Eminent Technical Solutions recommended hiring
Rocky Mountain West Telecom to do a study of the County’s broadband needs.
The fifth paragraph on Page 6 under “Brent Culbertson—Jail Appliances” was corrected to read:
Commissioner Crouch asked about the signs the Commissioners had requested for the parking of
County vehicles only on the north side of the Courthouse.
INDIGENT MATTERS
There were no documents for the Commissioners to sign regarding indigent matters.
Meeting adjourned at 6 P.M.
Respectively submitted:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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