JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, September 19, 2022
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:05 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported he and the chairman of the Fair Board had met with the Fair
Board attorney about drafting lease agreements for Fairground buildings. He had also attended a
South Central Community Action Partnership meeting where directors had conferred about
completing a self-help housing project, which was about 85 percent finished. Commissioner
Crozier had also given information from the president of the Idaho Coroner’s Association to
Clerk Michelle Emerson.
Commissioner Howell questioned whether the County should raise the refuse fee on property
taxes to accommodate building a new transfer station in Jerome County. The Board determined
to consult the auditor’s office about the County budget later that day.
Commissioner Howell reported from a SIRCOMM (emergency communications) board meeting
that the agency was seeking bids to construct a new building to serve as a conference and
training facility.
Commissioner Howell stated that Rick Naerebout, chairman of the Idaho Dairymen’s
Association, had told the Jerome 20/20 board of directors that plans were delayed for building a
University of Idaho research dairy in Minidoka County because of the increase in building costs.
Naerebout also said that an investor had proposed establishing a food court on property at
Crossroads Business Center formerly planned for a University information center regarding the
dairy research project.
Commissioner Crouch had conferred with the executive director of Jerome 20/20 about a tax
exemption and had met with the Jerome Airport manager about fuel purchases and sales. He had
also participated in a Carl Nellis Day of Service where nearly 100 people had cleaned alleys and
yards in Jerome.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Commissioners signed the claims for the September 13, 2022, to September 19, 2022, claim
cycle as follows.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated September 16, 2022, for the Indigent Fund,
with a total of $280.71.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated September 16, 2022, for the Court Bond
Trust and Restitution-Courts funds, with a grand total of $9,778.22.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated September 16, 2022, with a grand total of
$70,817.02 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, Election Consolidation,
Revaluation, Waterways, and Drug Trust.
APPOINT BOARD OF HEALTH MEMBER
The Board was in receipt of a letter from the South Central Public Health District apprising of
the nomination of Commissioner Jared Orton to serve on the South Central Public Health District
Board of Health due to the retirement of Minidoka County Commissioner Sheryl Koyle.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to appoint Jared Orton to the Board of
Health, effective October 1, 2022, through June 30, 2027. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board was in receipt of a Memorandum of Agreement from Minidoka County for juvenile
detention from October 1, 2022, through September 30, 2023, increasing the per diem rate in the
current contract from $125 to $150.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to sign the Minidoka County contract for
housing youth at the Mini-Cassia Juvenile Detention Center. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
The Board signed Employee Wage Change forms to increase salaries for the following
employees in the clerk’s office: Paola Chavez, Merari Ramirez, Michelle Creek, Pam Bogue,
John Lage, Sandra Peterson, Melanie Mani, Biridiana Gonzalez, Angela Bridge, Gabriela Villa,
Traci Brandebourg, Cyrl Lootens, Kim Drury, Jesus Mendez, Cheryl Reader, Jane White, Jeri
Wilson, Lorena Aguilar, Leanne Snowden, Tracee McKim, Desea Lance, and Michelle Emerson,
all effective in October 2022.
The Board signed Employee Wage Change forms to increase the salaries of Commissioners
Howell, Crouch, and Crozier. They also signed forms to increase the salaries of employees
supervised by the Commissioners, to wit, Tim Larson, Scott Denning, Brent Culbertson, Deserae
Jones, Nancy Marshall, Tanya Stitt, and Mario Umana, all effective in October 2022.
The Board signed Employee Wage Change forms to increase the salaries of misdemeanor
probation officers Barbara Lloyd and Andrea Gonzalez as well as Matthew Robinson, drug
testing tech; and Erika Bravo, administrative assistant, all effective in October 2022.
The Board signed Employee Wage Change forms to increase the salaries of janitorial staff Cindy
Carnell, Lacey Carnell, Jasmine Hernandez, and David Cooper. They also signed forms to
increase the salaries of Assessor Mark Swenson and for his staff: Stacy Elmore, Tanzy McCool,
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Julia Rodriguez, Tiffany Razo-Chavez, Sabrina Henderson, Justin McMillan, Tracy Perkins,
Melissa Ruvalcaba, Ryan Stout, and Ana Vazquez, all effective in October 2022.
The Commissioners signed Employee Wage Change forms to increase the salaries of planning
and zoning personnel Denice Carrillo, Mark Reyes, Richard Kirsch, and Sharde McMillan. They
also signed forms to increase the salaries of Emergency Management personnel Tanya Stitt and
Kirsten Hartley, all effective in October 2022.
Fair Board President Gary Warr had signed a form to increase the salary of Fair Manager Andrea
Wiesenmeyer. The Commissioners signed an Employee Wage Change form to increase the
salary of Airport Assistant Martin Luhr.
The Board signed Employee Wage Change forms to increase the salaries of juvenile probation
personnel Camille Tracy, Maira Torres, Jason Wilson, and Samantha Hite, all effective in
October 2022.
The Board signed leave requests for Scott Denning, Deserae Jones, Brent Culbertson, and Mario
Umana.
TRACEE McKIM—CERTIFY LEVIES
Present were Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson.
Tracee McKim presented a Certification of County Levies for Jerome County, which stated
percentages from 2022 property taxes for the following taxing districts: Jerome County; the
cities of Eden, Hazelton, and Jerome; Shoshone School District #312; Valley School District
#262; Lifeline Ambulance; Hazelton Cemetery; Jerome County Cemetery; First Segregation Fire
District; Jerome #1 Fire District; West End Fire District; Hillsdale Highway District; Jerome #7
Highway District; College of Southern Idaho; Jerome Recreation District; and Valley Recreation
District.
McKim told the Board that Jerome School District #261 and Minidoka School District #331
were not included yet because the Idaho State Tax Commission was still figuring their
percentages. She said the levies were due to be sent to the State on September 19 but that their
receipt had been extended until the County has received the reports from the State.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to certify the County levies as presented
except for Jerome School District #261 and Minidoka School District #331, pending receipt of
levies from the State, and authorizing the clerk to sign them when they arrive. It was seconded
and carried with unanimous ayes.
BILL BRIDGES—SNAKE RIVER CANYONS PARK UPDATE
Mark Swenson, assessor, was present. Also present was Bill Bridges, chairman of the Snake
River Canyons Park Managing Board.
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Bill Bridges reported that the Park Managing Board was seeking new bids under $25,000 for
establishing RV sites in the Park. He added that the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) would
reseed following the recent wildfire in the Park.
Bridges updated the Board about progress on the broken bridge project. He said that engineering
and hydrology reports were completed and that costs were being determined, with building
expected by July 2023. Bridges said that the North Side Soil and Water Conservation District
had pledged to contribute $12,000 to the project.
Bridges reported signs for the Carl Nellis trail were completed. He and Commissioner Howell
determined to meet the next morning to establish where to replace concrete barriers prohibiting
vehicular traffic on the trail. The Commissioners decided to leave the porta potty placed at the
trailhead all year on a trial basis.
Bridges told the Board that he will monitor the Park Web page as well as Facebook and
Instagram posts. He said a work party is scheduled to rid graffiti on rocks in the Park. He also
said Park board members had learned of the approval of a BLM project to improve trails and a
parking lot near Vineyard Lake but that no work had begun.
Bridges warned the Commissioners that maintenance costs will increase for improvements made
in the Park.
SCOTT DENNING—VETERANS/GUARDINAS REPORT
Scott Denning, veterans service officer/board of community guardians coordinator, was present.
Veterans: Scott Denning reported he had assisted eight veterans or their spouses with potential
claims during the previous week. He said he had also provided some donated coats to veterans in
anticipation of cooler weather.
Guardians: Denning said he would meet with the wards of the Community Guardians that
week. He reported from consulting with the Fifth District guardianship monitoring coordinator
about forming a Board of Community Guardians just for Jerome County. He had learned that the
County prosecutor could provide the court an amended order for the Guardians Board. He also
said Jerome County could grandfather the wards from Gooding County as part of the new
Jerome County board if desired.
 Denning stated a new Jerome County Board of Guardians would need bylaws and the
procedures policy he had sent to the prosecutor for review. He added that the Commissioners
would need to determine whether Jerome County wants to accept the Gooding County wards
before filing an amendment with the court. The Commissioners said they would consult the
prosecutor that day.
NICK ANDREASON—M2 AUTOMATION SECURITY MASTER PLAN
Nick Andreason, M2 Automation; and Deputy Sheriff Troy Tolman were present.

September 19, 2022
Page 5 of 10

Nick Andreason stated that M2 Automation offers a master plan that would cover security needs
in all County buildings. He said if a system is working fine that M2 would recommend phasing it
out only when it is no longer efficient.
Andreason said his company serves school districts, counties, and cities and offers installation,
service, and support for security technology. Commissioner Howell asked if M2 charges for
travel from Boise; Andreason said the County would have options for the level and cost of
support it desired.
Andreason said if the County purchased a ten-year master security plan offered by M2
Automation for $11,450 that it could use M2 or another company for subsequent security
projects.
Deputy Tolman said M2 Automation had worked well with the sheriff’s office for cameras and
security services and that the office had begun with a standard package and subsequently
upgraded to an all inclusive package.
Andreason said Clerk Michelle Emerson was interested in obtaining more security for the
Courthouse, and he asked if the County were interested in purchasing a master plan.
Commissioner Howell was excused to take a phone call.
 It was determined the Board would discuss the proposal again on October 11 and include
the clerk in the discussion.
TERRY RUBY—INTRODUCE JASON PARKER
Tri-county Noxious Weed Supervisor Terry Ruby was present. Also present was Jason Parker.
Commissioner Howell was present.
Commissioner Crouch was excused because of an emergency at his house.
Terry Ruby introduced Jason Parker, who he said would take his place as the noxious weed
superintendent for Jerome, Lincoln, and Gooding Counties beginning October 3. Parker told of
his work history with noxious weeds and said his first task as the tri-county superintendent
would be to assess the paperwork needed to apply for grants.
Meeting recessed at 11:50 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:15 P.M.
CODY WESTOVER—NETWORK EQUIPMENT
Cody Westover, system administrator; Desea Lance, IT assistant; Michelle Emerson,
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder; and Tracee McKim, chief deputy clerk, were present.
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Cody Westover told the Board of the need to replace eight switches and eight wireless access
points because they are old and have failing parts. He said the cost could be covered in the
current budget and that he could receive them before the end of the fiscal year.
Desea Lance said she and Westover had noticed some flashing lights on the switches when the
power went down the previous week, and she said that the County could not function if it lost
those connections.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to allow the expense of $10,454.82 for the
switches and wireless access points required at this time. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
REFUSE FEES, Continued from Commissioner Reports in the A.M.
Michelle Emerson, Clerk/Auditor/Recorder; and Tracee McKim, chief deputy clerk, were
present.
Tracee McKim followed up from Commissioner Howell’s question during Commissioner
Reports that morning by recommending not to raise taxes for refuse fees because the County has
enough funds in reserve to cover the cost of new construction at the Jerome transfer station if
necessary.
Commissioner Howell expressed that all seven counties in the solid waste district should charge
the same at their transfer stations. He said Twin Falls and Blaine Counties charge by weight,
while the other counties assess a flat fee on property taxes that allows for one load a week to the
transfer station.
 It was determined to re-evaluate refuse fees in 2023 for FY 2023-24.
BRYAN CRAIG—VETERANS PARK FUNDING
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim were present.
Also present was Bryan Craig, councilman for the City of Jerome.
Bryan Craig provided six pages of pictures from Lombard Conrad Architects of park concepts
for a veterans memorial park in Jerome, which he said would add symmetry to veteran
memorials now in the city park. He said the project would cost $180,000 and that he was asking
the city, the county, and a city urban renewal district to each provide $60,000.
Commissioner Crouch asked about planned maintenance for the memorial park; Craig said the
city would maintain it.
The Board had previously discussed providing $50,000 from ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act)
funding and was in favor of providing the amount Craig requested.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to earmark $60,000 from ARPA funds for
the City’s project at the veterans memorial park. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
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Assessor Tevian-Ekren Kober and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson were present.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to amend the agenda to include the action
item of raising the clerk’s credit card limit. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
CLERK CREDIT CARD LIMIT
Assessor Tevian-Ekren Kober and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson were present.
Michelle Emerson asked that the clerk’s credit card limit be raised to $14,000 to cover
purchasing network equipment approved by the Commissioners earlier that afternoon.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to authorize Michelle Emerson to raise the
limit of the credit card to $14,000 in order to purchase computer equipment. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
TIM LARSON—AIRPORTS REPORT
Airports Manager Tim Larson was present.
Tim Larson reported the Jerome Airport loader would soon be scheduled for its annual service,
as authorized by the Board on September 12. He said he had resolved communication issues
regarding the Airport website. He also reported on current fuel prices and a recent fuel delivery.
Larson told the Board that Jerome Flying Service had rented its hangar at the Jerome Airport to
Last Cockpit, a new business that provides flight training. He said he had left a message for
Jerome Flying Service to receive a recommendation from the Airport Advisory Board and also
approval of the sublease by the Commissioners.
 Commissioner Crouch asked Larson keep the Commissioners apprised of the progress of
the sublease and to put more detail on the Airport Advisory Board agenda, such as a request from
Jerome Flying Service.
Commissioner Crouch asked about a 2022 Airport Appreciation Day, and Larson said he would
need to talk with the advisory board members about their desires.
Commissioner Crouch reviewed figures Larson had put in a new formula for fuel purchases and
sales, as the Board had asked him to do on September 12.
 Commissioner Crouch asked Larson to verify the numbers and report back to him.
LARRY HALL—SHOSHONE FALLS OVERLOOK UPDATE
Jerome 20/20 Executive Director Larry Hall could not be present and was later scheduled for an
update on the Shoshone Falls overlook project during his quarterly report on October 3.
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TANYA STITT—EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT REPORT
Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt and Coordinator Kirsten Hartley as well as
Attorney Mike Seib were present.
Tanya Stitt expounded on her written update from the Office of Emergency Management. She
said Day Wireless had removed all the outdated equipment from the radio room in the
Courthouse. Stitt stated a draft of the All Hazards plan was in the process of being sent to the
State for review.
Stitt told the Board that the State Homeland Security Program (SHSP) and the Emergency
Management Performance Grant (EMPG) had been submitted to the State and accepted. She
presented for signature a document to receive $17,678.01 in funding not used from the EMPG
grants.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the grant adjustment notice
offered by the Idaho Office of Emergency Management for a 2020 grant adjustment. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Stitt said she was planning an October roundtable meeting with Agropur, the Jerome fire
department, and other industrial companies in Jerome to discuss chemical releases and confinedspace rescues.
Stitt reported the Jerome County disaster Declaration regarding the Eden fire had been submitted
to the Idaho Office of Emergency Management and accepted.
The Commissioners agreed to the Gooding County emergency manager visiting Stitt’s office for
a half day to learn what she does as the emergency management director.
MIKE SEIB—LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
 The Commissioners provided Mike Seib with a contract submitted by Lombard Conrad
Architects for his review before construction could begin on the third pod of the County jail.
 Seib advised of some changes to the bylaws and the procedures for a new Jerome County
Board of Community Guardians and said he would bring the proposed drafts to the
Commissioners at their next meeting.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the minutes of September 6,
September 12, and September 14 as read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve indigent matters as
recommended by staff. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Approved was
Amended Case No. 2122-008.
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Meeting adjourned at 4:02 P.M.
Respectively submitted:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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