JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, September 12, 2022
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:03 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported from a Fair Board meeting where directors had reflected on the
recent fair, including what went well, what needed to be improved, and things to discontinue.
Also discussed were communication breakdowns among board members, with the suggestion of
having radios to communicate. Commissioner Crozier said many board members had expressed
their desires to be more involved and “hands on.”
Commissioner Crozier stated he had met with Andrea Wiesenmeyer, fair manager, and Tony
Ballestero from the Rural Development Agency (RDA), about what role RDA could play in the
replacement of grandstands. Ballestero had explained that any one project could only receive a
grant of $100,000, if selected from a field of applications, and he then reviewed the application
process with Wiesenmeyer.
Commissioner Crozier followed up on lease agreements for the fairgrounds by making an
appointment with an attorney to discuss the leases.
Commissioner Crozier had also attended a Community Schools Strategic Partnership meeting
where members reviewed back-to-school programs, emphasizing the importance of regular
attendance at school, behavioral health, suicide prevention, and help with substance abuse.
Commissioner Crozier had met with Neurilink regarding outfitting the conference and
commissioner rooms for remote conferencing.
Commissioners Crozier and Crouch had taken a field trip to the east end of the County to survey
the damage being done by the “Eden 2 Fire” that was burning north and east of Eden and
Hazelton. They had determined, with Commissioner Howell, that the size of the area that was
being burned and the danger to buildings and livestock justified declaring a state of emergency,
and Commissioner Crouch issued a verbal disaster declaration valid for seven days until a
written declaration could be signed.
Commissioner Howell reported he had visited with City of Jerome Councilman Bryan Craig
about the request from the City for help from ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) funds to make
changes to the veterans park.
Commissioner Howell reported from a meeting of the Snake River Canyons Park Managing
Board. He said tourism representatives, climbers, and hikers had expressed interest in helping
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with the Broken Bridge Project in the the Snake River Canyon. It was determined the engineer
would return with some more options. Directors had determined to seek new bids in $25,000
increments for establishing RV camping areas in the Park.
Commissioner Howell had met with Fish & Game, Idaho Department of Lands, and Bureau of
Land Management representatives about establishing a gun range.
Commissioner Crouch reported from an Airport Advisory Board meeting; members had
discussed grants and the Jerome Airport Master Plan with Airport Consultant Kent Atkin. They
had also considered how to acquire additional land for the Airport in anticipation of an extended
runway.
Commissioner Crouch had attended a Region IV Economic Development meeting where
finances and the budget were deliberated. He had also met for lunch with Jerome 20/20
Executive Director, Larry Hall.
APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Board approved Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Scott Denning, Deserae Jones, Tanya
Stitt, and Mario Umana.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed Wage Change forms to increase the salaries for cost of living and merit
increases for Fair personnel Christina Maxey, Dennis Carter, Eric Kranzler, and Sandra Bernsen,
effective October 1, 2022.
The Board signed Wage Change forms for treasurer personnel Tevian Kober, Christina Lagle,
and Windy Jay, all for cost of living and merit increases, effective October 1, 2022.
The Board signed a leave request for Deserae Jones.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated September 12, 2022, for the Insurance
Deductible Trust Fund, with a grand total of $2,743.39.
Juvenile Probation Administrator Mario Umana had requested that a class on “Parenting with
Love and Limits” be held in the Courthouse for six weeks beginning at the end of September
from 5:30-7:30 P.M. The Commissioners approved, with the caveat that the Courthouse is locked
after the sessions.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
Commissioners signed claims for the September 6, 2022, through September 9, 2022, claim
cycle.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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CODY WESTOVER—OFFICE 365 SUBSCRIPTION
Present were Cody Westover, system administrator; Michelle Emerson, clerk/auditor/recorder;
and Tracee McKim, chief deputy clerk.
Cody Westover recommended subscribing to Microsoft Office 365, stating that the edition for
government entities would provide extra security and maintain updates. He gave an example of a
circuit blowing out during a night of the previous week, with no alert being issued. He said
Office 365 can send out e-mails even with a power outage in a building.
Westover said the subscription was cloud based and would cover all three County buildings. He
said some licenses are locked with Computer Arts, with no way to track or purchase them.
Tracee McKim explained that licenses with Office 365 are user based rather than computer
based.
Westover said cloud-based is becoming more prevalent and that someday stand-alone licenses
will not be available and the licenses the County currently has will become security risks. He
said the current data processing budget would allow for the subscription to Office 365.
Westover said the benefits of Office 365 outweigh the $35,376 yearly subscription, saying that
Share Point is included to protect files when computers crash. He said volume licensing would
be close to $70,000 and would need to be reviewed every three years.
McKim added that with Office 365 the County would not have to pay for new licenses when
there are updates.
Michelle Emerson advocated updating with Office 365, saying she was concerned about security
because the County is behind in its protections, is becoming larger, and is located in three places.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the expense of $35,000 a year
for Office 365 to improve security for the County network. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
Commissioner Crouch asked about the County contract with Computer Arts. Westover said the
company is still needed because it is helping with the servers. Emerson added that Computer
Arts is offering a discount on indigent software maintenance because of the reduced usage
following recent legislation regarding social services.
SCOTT DENNING—VETERANS/GUARDIANS REPORT
Scott Denning, veterans service officer and board of community guardians coordinator, was
present.
Veterans: Scott Denning reported he had assisted ten veterans or their spouses the previous
week with appeals for benefits and had delt with one attempted fraudulent benefit claim. He
added that veterans have been targeted with false genetic testing advertisements.
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Guardians: Denning presented the Referral, Decision, and Procedures Policy for the Board of
Community Guardians that he had updated, and he said he would send it to the prosecutor to
review. He stated he had not heard from the prosecutor about draft bylaws he had sent him
previously.
Denning reported the four wards of the Guardians program continue to be taken care of and are
in stable health. He said he had left messages for the Fifth District guardianship monitoring
coordinator, Kasey Kliegl, for her direction on forming a Board of Community Guardians just
for Jerome County.
NANCY MARSHALL—PLANNING AND ZONING REPORT
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall, Deputy Sheriff Rick Scruggs, and Building
Official Sharde McMillan were present.
Tire Purchase: Sharde McMillan produced a quote from Les Schwab Tires to purchase four
new tires for a planning and zoning vehicle.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve $1,179.84 for Planning and
Zoning tires. It was seconded, followed by discussion, and carried with unanimous ayes.
McMillan was excused.
Report: Deputy Scruggs reported on his investigations of zoning violations.
Nancy Marshall stated she had developed a system to track hours her office and Deputy Scruggs
spend preparing cases for prosecution; she said the hours reported were office hours and did not
include time spent with individuals. Her goal was for the court to see the serious time spent
before cases are submitted to the prosecutor’s office.
Marshall said her office had interviewed Moonlight Mountain Recovery (half-way house)
regarding its application for a Special Use Permit.
Deputy Scruggs was excused.
Marshall continued by referring to her written department head report for August, including
finances, building, mapping, code enforcement, legislative, and other department activities.
Plaque Presentation: The Commissioners retired to Room 306 to recognize Larrey Anderson
with a plaque for serving on the Planning and Zoning Commission for 16 years. In attendance
were Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall and Assistant Administrator Kacie
Buhler, who provided cold cuts. Also present were Larry Anderson, his wife Retha,
grandchildren Melissa and Wayde Stanger, as well as Brett Thompson, chairman of the Planning
and Zoning (P&Z) Commission; Jack Nelsen, former P&Z member; and Art Brown, former P&Z
administrator.
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Following a picture of the group, Larrey Anderson said he had worked with good people in the
office and could not have worked with a better bunch over the years.
Meeting recessed at 12:30 P.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:33 P.M. with Commissioners Crouch and Crozier present.
MICHELLE EMERSON—CORRECTED RESOLUTION
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present.
Michelle Emerson presented a resolution to correct Resolution 2022-46 passed on September 6
in order to include Lifeline Ambulance as the entity with a foregone amount.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to adopt Resolution 2022-47, correcting
Ambulance Resolution 2022-46. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
RESOLUTION NO. 2022-47
CORRECTING RESOLUTION NO. 2022-46
AMBULANCE
FY 2022-2023
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY
OF JEROME, IDAHO, RESERVING A FOREGONE AMOUNT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023
FOR POTENTIAL USE IN SUBSEQUENT YEARS AS DESCRIBED IN IDAHO CODE §63802, et al
WHEREAS, Idaho Code §50-235 empowers the county commissioners to levy taxes for general revenue purposes;
and,
WHEREAS, Idaho Code §501-1002 requires the county commissioners of each county in the State of Idaho to pass
a budget, referred to as an annual appropriate ordinance; and,
WHEREAS, Idaho Code §3-802 sets limitations on all taxing district budget requests on the amount of property tax
revenues that can be used for fund programs and services; and,
WHEREAS, Idaho Code §63-802(1)(a) allows each taxing entity to increase property tax budget amounts by a
maximum of 3%, plus an amount calculated based on the value of both new construction and annexation added during
the previous calendar year, plus an amount for foregone taxes; and,
WHEREAS, Idaho Code §63-802(1)(f) requires that a county adopt an annual resolution to reserve an additional
foregone amount in order to utilize that amount in subsequent years; and,
WHEREAS, the Lifeline Ambulance has met the notice and hearing requirements in Idaho Code §63802(1)(f) to reserve
the current year’s increase in the foregone amount; and,
WHEREAS, the County intends to reserve $6,591.00 of its current year’s increase in an allowable foregone amount.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY
OF JEROME, IDAHO, AS LIFELINE AMBULANCE, THAT $6,591.00 OF THE CURRENT YEAR’S
ALLOWABLE INCREASE IN ITS FOREGONE AMOUNT IS RESERVED AND INCLUDED IN THE
AMBULANCE’S TOTAL FOREGONE BALANCE FOR POTENTIAL USE IN SUBSEQUENT YEARS.
DATED This 12th day of September 2022
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ATTEST:
Michelle Emerson
Michelle Emerson, Clerk

/s/ A. Ben Crouch
A. BEN CROUCH, CHAIR
(absent)
CHARLES M. HOWELL, Commissioner

(SEAL)

/s/ John Crozier
JOHN CROZIER, Commissioner

1:55 P.M. – Commissioner Howell was present.
TIM LARSON—AIRPORTS REPORT
Airports Manager Tim Larson was present.
Tim Larson reported the annual service for the loader would be between $1200 and $1300. He
said he had been busy spraying weeds, mowing, and picking up trash along Highway 25
bordering the Jerome Airport.
Commissioner Crozier said the grounds were looking good.
Using the amount paid for fuel and the amount received, Commissioner Crouch discussed with
Larson what he believed should be the profit from the fuel sales. He gave Larson a new formula
to record fuel purchases and sales and asked that he return to the Board the next week with
figures in the new formula.
 Commissioner Crouch asked that Larson posts the agendas and minutes of the Airport
Advisory Board on the Jerome Airport website. The Board also asked Larson to store machinery
in the former search and rescue building.
Commissioner Crouch inquired about Airport Appreciation Day for 2022; Larson said the
advisory board had wanted to delay it until September or October.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve an expenditure up to $1300 to
service the front-end loader to be ready for snow removal at the Airport. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
TRACEE McKIM—ARPA REVIEW OF DISPERSALS AND DEDICATIONS
Present were Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson.
Tracee McKim presented the status of ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) funds received from
the federal government as follows.
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Discussion followed on committing more funds.
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Commissioner Crozier stated that the Fairgrounds belong to the County and as such the County
is responsible for capital improvements, including the grounds and fixtures.
It was determined to consider $800,000 for grandstands; $800,000 to purchase the National
Guard Armory; $50,000 for a gun range; $300,000 for a coroner office/search and rescue
building; and $50,000 to improve the veterans park.
BRENT TOLMAN—URBAN RENEWAL PLAN
Nancy Marshall and Kacie Buhler, planning and zoning administrator and assistant
administrator, respectively, were present. Also present was Brent Tolman, Outwest Policy
Advisors.
Brent Tolman presented each Commissioner a binder regarding a proposed new Urban Renewal
Agency district, Northbridge Junction. He requested that the Commissioners forward the plan to
the Planning and Zoning Commission for its consideration of whether the district conforms with
the County Comprehensive Plan.
Tolman reviewed the binders with the Board. He said the new district would facilitate
development, mediate the lava rock, and help with sewer and water extensions.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to direct the Planning & Zoning
Commission to evaluate the Urban Renewal District for Northbridge Junction compared to the
Comprehensive Plan and to form a recommendation to the Board of County Commissioners. It
was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Nancy Marshall said the Planning and Zoning Commission could consider the Northbridge
Junction draft at its September 26 meeting. Tolman stated he had scheduled a public hearing with
the Board of Commissioners on October 24 to consider the Planning and Zoning Commission’s
recommendation.

Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt was present.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to amend the agenda to talk about an
emergency proclamation regarding the Eden fire. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
EMERGENCY PROCLAMATION REGARDING THE EDEN FIRE
Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt was present.
Tanya Stitt said declaring a state of emergency regarding the Eden fire the previous week would
allow her to research funding to help victims of the fire. She said some of the damage included
the burning of a haystack, loss of winter range land, a motor home destroyed, a fence burned,
217 calves lost, as well as 650 calf hutches. She said the persons affected did not have insurance
to cover their losses.
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Commissioner Crouch had declared an emergency on September 7 that was valid for seven days
until the Board could sign an emergency declaration.
 The matter was continued until September 14 when the Board could sign a declaration.
 The Board asked Stitt to gather preliminary information to build a coroner’s office, using
CARES (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security) as well as ARPA (American Rescue
Plan Act) funds.
MIKE SEIB—LEGAL COUNSEL
Prosecutor Mike Seib was unable to be present because of court responsibilities.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
This matter was continued until September 19.
INDIGENT MATTERS
There were no indigent documents to sign.
Meeting adjourned at 4:27 P.M.
Respectively submitted:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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