JEROME COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Monday, August 30, 2021
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported he had learned from the Jerome Highway District that lights for
lighted stop signs are on back order and not expected until March. He said he had given
information about the Tri-county Board of Community Guardians to a potential board volunteer.
He had also visited with the Board’s deputy clerk, the mayor of Eden, and a lady from Twin
Falls about a person who may be a candidate for the Guardian’s program.
Commissioner Crozier had attended a Mid-Snake Resource Conservation & Development
(RC&D) meeting where directors discussed progress of the Firewise program. He said that due
to the difficulty of finding personnel, Twin Falls County would no longer staff the boat checking
station on Highway 93 south of Twin Falls.
Commissioner Crozier told the Board that Josh Rose of DL Evans Bank had given a report on
the financial status of investments at the RC&D meeting. He stated reports on the Cassia County
boat checking station and the social media program were also given.
Commissioner Crozier reported he was unable to attend a meeting of the Crisis Center but that he
had received a report of the meeting from Twin Falls County Commissioner Don Hall, who said
board members had discussed sustainability and possible grants to expand services and hire
additional staff. Commissioner Crozier said he believed it was important for the County to
remain represented on the board.
Commissioner Howell said he had received information about how the St. Luke’s health care
system fits into Jerome County.
Commissioner Howell reported from a regional solid waste district meeting where directors had
discussed increasing tipping fees at transfer stations and the inequality of fees among the eight
participating counties. He said personnel compensation was also a topic of conversation, which
included a request by an employee who would like to work on contract with more vacation
hours.
Commissioner Howell had also met with Bureau of Land Management representatives about a
possible land transfer to Jerome County. He said it was a possibility the County could adopt an
ordinance preserving archeological sites that would satisfy Native American tribes.
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Commissioner Howell said he appreciated how the Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board
had cooperated in moving shooting signs in the Park.
Commissioner Crouch had been out of town the previous week but stated he had spoken with the
chairman of the Park Board about vagrancy in the Park.
APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Commissioners signed Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Christine
McGuire, and Mario Umana.
SIGN TAX EXEMPTION LETTER TO AGROPUR
The Commissioners signed a letter to Agropur detailing tax exemptions granted by the County to
the cheese-making plant.
SIGN MARK COPPIN AND ROCKNE LAMMERS CONTRACTS
The Commissioners were in receipt of renewed contracts for public defense from both Mark
Coppin and Rockne Lammers, reflecting their decision on July 27, and including a separate
contract from Lammers for conflict felony cases. The contracts were to run from October 1,
2021, through September 30, 2023, with an automatic renewal in 2022.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to sign contracts for Mark Coppin and
Rockne Lammers. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
MIGLIURI & RODRIGUEZ LEASE
The Board discussed renewing a lease for Courthouse office space for public defense from the
law office of Migliuri & Rodriguez.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to keep office space rent for Migliuri &
Rodriguez as previously agreed. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
SIGN MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT FOR JUVENILE PROBATION
The Board was in receipt of a renewal Memorandum of Agreement for the juvenile probation
office.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to sign the Memorandum of Agreement to
support the Community Based Alternative Services (CBAS) program and the Substance Use
Disorder Services (SUDS) program. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
Commissioners signed claims for the August 25, 2021, to August 31, 2021, claim cycle as
follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated August 27, 2021, with a grand total of
$75,574.31 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Justice, Election
Consolidation, and Indigent.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board leave requests for Brent Culbertson and Deserae Jones.
The Board signed five Catering Permits for the South Hills Bar & Grill, Hansen, to be used
September 2, 2021, from 12 P.M. to 1 A.M.; September 4, 2021, from 12 P.M. to 12 A.M.; September
12, 2021, from 2 P.M. to 12 A.M.; September 18, 2021, from 3 P.M. to 12 A.M.; and September 26,
2021, from 2 P.M. to 12 A.M., all at the Risk Barn.
The Board signed two Catering Permits for El Sombrero, Jerome, to be used September 4, 2021,
from 5 P.M. to 12 A.M.; and September 25, 2021, from 3 P.M. to 12 A.M., both at 392-B East 300
South, Jerome.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated August 25, 2021, for the Insurance
Deductible Trust Fund, with a grand total of $514.
CHRISTINE McGUIRE––POSITION STATUS
Christine McGuire, as veterans service officer and coordinator for the Tri-county Board of
Community Guardians, was present.
Christine McGuire inquired whether her position would become full-time in the next fiscal year
because the payroll clerk was planning for insurance benefits with a new company beginning
October 1, 2021.
Commissioner Crozier believed the position could warrant full time because of the growth of the
County and the expansion of the Guardians program.
McGuire gave recent statistics about the Board of Guardians and said it required much
investigation and paperwork on her behalf. She said she was working 27 hours a week to cover
both positions as well as doing some extra work after hours.
McGuire said she would need time off for surgery in October and would rather the position
become full-time in January than in October.
Commissioner Howell noted that the Board differentiates between McGuire becoming a fulltime employee and the position increasing to full-time.
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Payroll Clerk Charry Cushman was present.
Commissioner Crouch asked about the time McGuire spends on veterans’ affairs. McGuire said
she spends more time on Guardian duties but that veterans would appreciate her office hours
extended from three to five days a week.
 The Board asked that McGuire report quarterly to both the Lincoln and the Gooding
County commissioners as members of the tri-county board.
Commissioner Howell asked Charry Cushman if it would matter whether McGuire’s position
became full time in October or in January, and she said it would not.
 The Commissioners determined to make the veterans service officer/Board of
Community Guardians position full time beginning January 1, 2022.
TRACEE McKIM––EQUIPMENT PURCHASE
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present.
Tracee McKim presented a quote from Computer Arts for three laptop computers, explaining
how they were needed at the Judicial Annex Building.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the expense of $3,235.39 for
three laptop computers for the Annex to be funded from the District Court budget. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
McKim gave the Commissioners three other quotes to further protect the County from cyber
security threats. She recommended the savings of $2,780 by purchasing a three-year
subscription. Commissioner Crozier asked about updates that could occur within the next three
years, and McKim said Computer Arts would include updates with the current price.
The Board discussed with McKim the possible down time and expense if Jerome County was hit
with a security breach as had happened recently in Twin Falls County.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the three-year quote from
Computer Arts for Barracuda Firewall Appliances. It was seconded, followed by discussion, and
carried with unanimous ayes.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present. Also present by speakerphone were
Tanya Stitt, County emergency management director; Toni Carver, Heritage Academy; Mike
Williams, Jerome city administrator; and Linda Montgomery and Brenda Mason, representing
the Health Board and the South Central Public Health District, respectively.
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Brenda Mason reported that coronavirus cases in Jerome County had spiked to 324 compared to
165 cases for the same period in the previous year and that the projected peak in cases was in
October. She said 92 percent of the cases were in unvaccinated individuals.
Mason stated all area hospitals were at capacity, with the possibility of needing to triage patients.
 Commissioner Crouch said he would ask the new superintendent of the Jerome school
district if he would like to join the weekly call with the Health District.
KASEY PRESTWICH––LAVA RIDGE WIND PROJECT UPDATE
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson and Planning and Zoning Assistant Administrator
Kacie Buhler were present. Also present were Codie Martin and Kasey Prestwich, both
representing the Bureau of Land Management.
Kasey Prestwich and Codie Martin presented written information and the most current map of
power lines and turbines planned for the Lava Ridge Wind Project by Magic Valley Energy.
They said the total number of windmills projected is 400, with 220 in Jerome County, 153 in
Lincoln County, and 30 in Minidoka County. Prestwich said up to 700 employees would be hired
during construction; Martin said six new wells were also proposed.
Prestwich said the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is now receiving input from the public
on the proposed project as well as ways to deal with development impacts. He said that Open
Houses for the Project would be held virtually on September 8 at 2 P.M. and September 9 at 6 P.M.,
with input to close on September 20.
Commissioner Crozier asked what negative feedback had been received. Martin said concerns
had included livestock grazing and possible permit reduction, visual, tribal opposition, power
sold to other areas, and road impact. He added that positive results of the project could be
renewable energy, job creation, and revenue from taxation.
 Commissioner Crozier suggested the Commissioners set a meeting with the two highway
districts affected by the project.
Martin and Prestwich stated there was still much to be determined, with possible mitigations.
Prestwich said the timeline expected was BLM examination of the project, followed by mapping
to be completed by late summer of 2022, a decision by the BLM in January of 2023, two years of
construction, and electricity generation by the end of 2024.
DESERAE JONES––MISDEMEANOR PROBATION REPORT
Misdemeanor Probation Administrator Deserae Jones was present.
Deserae Jones read July statistics from her office, which included 363 adults on probation and a
total of $8,239.06 in fees collected. She said she was pleased that drug testing fees collected
exceeded the amount of the lab invoices.
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Jones reported on one employee in her office who would be returning to work after contracting
the coronavirus. She said many of those on probation were also ill.
Meeting recessed at 11:54 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 2:02 P.M.
SIGN AIRPORT GRANT AGREEMENT
Present were Kent Atkin and Chris Roemeling, both JUB Engineers.
Hazelton Airport: As Jerome Airports consultant, Kent Atkin reported the paving of the
Hazelton Airport runway was underway, on schedule, and under budget. He said the next project
for the Airport would be to pave the taxiway.
Grant Agreement for the Master Plan: The Board was in receipt of a grant agreement with the
Federal Aviation Administration for JUB Engineers to update the Master Plan for the Jerome
Airport.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to authorize the chairman to sign the
Jerome Master Plan grant agreement as currently constituted. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
Commissioner Crouch signed the document electronically.
ADEANNA JENKINS––TRUE WEST BEEF
Adeanna Jenkins, community development planner for Region IV Development, was present.
Adeanna Jenkins explained to the Commissioners that a grant for $380,000 was available from
the Idaho Department of Commerce to help True West Beef with power upgrades. She said the
Commerce Department would withhold five percent until project completion ($19,000) and that
the Idaho Rural Community Investment Fund (RCIF) was requesting $4,500 for administration,
making a total grant request of $365,500. Following RCIF receiving $4,500, True West Beef
would receive $361,000 until completion of the project.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to sign the agreement for the grant to
reimburse Agri Beef/True West Beef for the money it has used for electrical upgrade. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
NANCY MARSHALL––SIGN ORDINANCE 2021-3 FOR REZONING
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall and Assistant Kacie Buhler were present.
Nancy Marshall presented an ordinance to rezone Standlee S Railway property from A1
Agricultural to CC Commercial Corridor, as determined by the Commissioners after a hearing on
July 19.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to sign Ordinance 2021-3 to rezone
Standlee S Railway property. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
ORDINANCE NO. 2021-3
AN ORDINANCE OF JEROME COUNTY, IDAHO, SETTING FORTH UNDERLYING RECITALS,
AMENDING THE JEROME COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING MAP, INCORPORATING
RECITALS, DIRECTING STAFF TO TAKE STEPS NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT THIS ORDINANCE,
PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES, AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE.
RECITALS:
WHEREAS, Article XII, Section 2 of the Idaho Constitution authorizes counties to adopt “all such local
police, sanitary, and other regulations as are not in conflict with its charter or with the general laws;” and
WHEREAS, Idaho Code Section 31-714 authorizes the board of county commissioners to pass all
ordinances, rules, and regulations necessary for carrying into effect or discharging the powers and duties conferred
by the laws of the State of Idaho; and
WHEREAS, Idaho Code Section 31-715 mandates all such ordinances be published in a newspaper
circulated in the county before such will become effective; and
WHEREAS, Idaho Code Section 31-715A authorizes the board of county commissioners to publish a summary
of the ordinance; and
WHEREAS, Idaho Code Section 67-6511 and Chapter 21 of the Jerome County Planning and Zoning
Ordinance set forth certain notice and hearing procedures mandated in amending the Ordinance, which have been
followed and complied with in making the amendments stated herein; and
WHEREAS, changing demographics of Jerome County necessitate the need of updating the Jerome County
Zoning Map; and
WHEREAS, the Jerome County Board of County Commissioners found that the proposed Amendment is in
conformity with and supported by the Jerome County Comprehensive Plan.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF JEROME
COUNTY, IDAHO, AS FOLLOWS:
1.

The above recitals are hereby incorporated into this ordinance.

2.

An amendment to the Jerome County Zoning Map is hereby made, amending the following
described parcel from an A-1 Agriculture Zone to a CC Commercial Corridor Zone:
TAX 6A OF LOT 2, of Section 3 in Township 9 South, Range 17 East of the
Boise Meridian, is Parcel 1055 consisting of 26.53 acres; located at
approximately 360 East 325 South, Jerome County, State of Idaho.

3.

Administrative staff and agents of Jerome County are hereby directed to take such actions as may
be necessary to implement the provisions of this ordinance.
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4.

Any existing provisions of the Jerome County Ordinance, and specifically those that pertain to the
Jerome County Zoning Map, that are in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby
declared to be repealed or superseded to the extent of such conflict.

5.

The Jerome County Zoning Map, with said amendment, shall be made available for review at the
Office of the Jerome County Planning and Zoning Administrator, located at 300 North Lincoln,
Room 200, Jerome, Idaho.

6.

This ordinance shall be effective upon its approval, passage, and publication in a newspaper in
circulation in Jerome County.

Approved and adopted as an ordinance of Jerome County by the Board of Jerome County
Commissioners on the 30th day of August 2021.
ATTEST:
/s/ Michelle Emerson
Michelle Emerson, Jerome County Clerk

/s/ A. Ben Crouch
A. Ben Crouch, Chair
/s/ John Crozier
John Crozier, Commissioner

(SEAL)
/s/ Charles M. Howell
Charles “Charlie” Howell, Commissioner

MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
It was not necessary for the Board to meet with its legal counsel.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of August 23 as
corrected. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Commissioner Crozier said he did
not attend the Jerome High School football team vs. First Responders fundraiser game as stated
in the first paragraph under “Commissioner Reports.”
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Denied were Case Nos.
2021-052; 2021-035; 2021-047; 2021-049 (amended); and 2021-051.
Meeting adjourned at 3:33 P.M.
Respectively submitted:

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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