JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, August 22, 2022
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:15 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported he had attended a meeting scheduled for the Tri-county Board of
Community Guardians, but that no business could be conducted because of Lincoln County’s
decision to withdraw from the Joint Powers Agreement and the lack of board members present.
Commissioner Crozier stated he had attended a meeting of the Jerome County Republican
Central Committee. He said he had also asked Steve Marshall for an engineering evaluation of
the structure and safety of the grandstands at the fairgrounds.
Commissioner Crozier had been contacted by a citizen in the northwest part of the County about
code violations being committed by a neighbor and had visited with the planning and zoning
administrator about what actions were being taken. He had also attended the “show and shine”
for Joe Mama’s Car Show at Con Paulos Chevrolet as well as the show in the Jerome City Park
on Saturday.
Commissioner Crouch had served on the board for the Car Show, where reportedly 418 vehicles
were displayed. He had also had conversations with members of the public about the half-way
house recently established in Jerome County.
All three Commissioners had attended a ribbon cutting for the new Family Health Center Dental
Facility, which will focus on dental care for those with special needs.
Commissioner Howell told the Board he had fielded phone calls from citizenry concerned about
the smoke emanating from a fire continuing to burn in a gravel pit. He said the fire was caused
by coal that had been disposed of in the pit and that the Jerome Rural Fire Department said it
could not do anything about the fire.
Commissioner Howell reported from a SIRCOMM (emergency communications) meeting that
the agency was short staffed and that directors were working on finances.
Commissioner Howell gave the Board five pages of information from a meeting of the executive
and technical working group for a third Snake River Crossing in the Magic Valley. He said it
was necessary to disperse accurate information about proposals for the crossing’s location.
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Commissioner Howell had given an interview for a St. Luke’s community health needs
assessment. He had said the COVID epidemic had divided people who may never come together
again and had affected transportation.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed leave requests for Brent Culbertson and Deserae Jones (2).
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
Commissioners signed claims for the August 16, 2022, to August 22, 2022, claim cycle.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated August 19, 2022, for the Indigent Fund, with
a grand total of $222.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated August 19, 2022, for the Restitution-Courts
Fund, with a grand total of $8,041.59.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated August 19, 2022, with a grand total of
$79,324.20 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, Election Consolidation,
Revaluation, Ambulance, Waterways, Auditor’s Trust, and Court Bond Trust.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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TRACEE McKIM—QUARTERLY REPORT
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim and Clerk Michelle Emerson were present.
Tracee McKim presented the Treasurer/Auditor Joint Quarterly Report from April 1, 2022,
through June 30, 2022. She said it showed the available cash balance for 17 general government
funds, agency funds, and trust funds, with a total of $19,886,014.16 for all funds.
The Board asked where County money is invested, and McKim showed them a list of the banks
in which funds are held.
McKim explained that Airport and Fair funds were in the negative because of expected grant
reimbursements for the Jerome County Airports and repayment of salary expenses from the Fair
Board. The Commissioners also discussed other funds with McKim.
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ANDREA WIESENMEYER—FAIR PERSONNEL
Fair Manager Andrea Wiesenmeyer was present.
 10:08 A.M. - A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to go into executive session
per Idaho Code 74-206(1)(b), to consider the evaluation, dismissal, or disciplining of, or to hear
complaints or charges brought against, a public officer, employee, staff member, individual
agent, or public school student. It was seconded and carried with a unanimous roll call vote.
10:47 A.M. – Return to open session.
SCOTT DENNING—VETERANS/GUARDIANS REPORTS
Scott Denning was present as the veterans service officer and board of community guardians
coordinator.
Scott Denning spoke from a written report regarding his services for veterans and the board of
community guardians.
Veterans: Denning stated he had assisted 24 veterans in the past week with information, claims,
travel pay, and appeals. He said he had been sorting through the new benefits from the recently
passed PACT Act for veterans. Denning had attended training in Boise for veterans service
officers and said the annual schooling was already scheduled for August of 2023.
Guardians: Denning reported that Lincoln County had withdrawn from the Tri-county Board of
Community Guardians due to “extreme liability that could lead to a pending legal issue.” He said
a scheduled meeting of the guardians board could not be held to approve new applicants to the
board because the Lincoln County representative did not attend. He explained that the Joint
Powers Agreement (JPA) requires all three members of the overseeing board (county
commissioners) to be present in order to make decisions.
Denning said he is still receiving requests from Jerome and Gooding Counties to consider new
persons as wards of the guardians program but that they must be pending until a legal board
convenes.
Denning interpreted the JPA as stating that all three counties are bound for six years, after which
they could withdraw with a 30-day notice. He said expenses for the guardians are to be divided
by Jerome County responsible for three years; Gooding County, for two; and Lincoln County, for
one year.
Commissioner Howell favored sending Lincoln County a bill for its share in the board of
guardians.
Denning said he is continuing contact the prospective volunteer board members and with the
three wards of the program. He added that he believed the guardians program is a vital service
and that he was motivated to continue working with the program.
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Denning requested to purchase some polo shirts with County logos for his office, to which the
Board agreed.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to authorize Scott Denning to purchase
three shirts for the guardians/veterans office, not to exceed $150 for the shirts. It was seconded
and carried with unanimous ayes.
DESERAE JONES—MISDEMEANOR PROBATION REPORT
Present was Juvenile Probation Administrator Deserae Jones.
Deserae Jones reported that Andrea Gonzalez had graduated from POST (Police Officer
Standards and Training) as an adult probation officer. She said Gonzalez will become qualified
to carry a gun and that her entire staff will requalify for firearms.
Jones read from July statistics from her office, including 397 adults on probation, with 97 on
court compliance, 8 in DUI (Driving Under the Influence) Court, and 12 in DV (Domestic
Violence) Court. She stated her office had increased drug testing on probationers and that a total
of all fees collected in July was $9,019.75.
Jones added that her office is busy and has been running smoothly.
The Board asked Jones if misdemeanor probation could utilize funds the County is to receive
from an opioid lawsuit settlement. She indicated funds could be used for prevention, education,
and treatment, stating that some probationers are not receiving the treatment they need because
of the cost of it.
MARIO UMANA—JUVENILE PROBATION REPORT
Juvenile Probation Administrator Mario Umana was present.
Mario Umana spoke from his office statistics from July 25, 2022, to August 22, 2022, which
included 82 juveniles on probation and a total of $1,124.20 in fees collected.
Umana stated he and two others from his office were still scheduled to attend an Idaho Juvenile
Justice Association September 11-13, with two paid scholarships.
Umana told the Board that radiator and transmission flushes were needed on both juvenile
probation vehicles as well as a new windshield in one, saying that there would be enough in his
budget for the maintenance necessary.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to allow up to $1300 for repairs and
service to the probation vehicles. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Meeting recessed at 11:55 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:17 P.M.
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DECISION—TRUE WEST BEEF TAX EXEMPTION
Present was Assessor Mark Swenson. Also present were Zack Lanier, Jerome Farm Bureau, as
well as Mike and Susan Pohanka.
Commissioner Crouch summarized the tax exemption for True West Beef according to State
Code 63-602NN that the Board had discussed with the company’s representatives on August 16.
Commissioner Howell added that the Commissioners wanted to extend an exemption amount
that True West Beef had expected and that they appreciated the company’s cooperation with the
County regarding the misunderstanding of when the exemptions would begin.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to change the contract with True West
Beef as previously stated in order to adjust the agreement to be closer to the exemption originally
made in 2020 so that True West Beef would pay tax on the new base value of $84,511,124 going
forward for the term of a modified 63-602NN (estimated 2022 tax would be about $798,000),
and that the County would grant a 100 percent exemption for any value beyond the base for five
years beginning in 2023, reflecting the minutes of August 16. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
A Memorandum of Agreement was to be signed by both parties.
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MICHELLE EMERSON—REVIEW AND SIGN PDC DOCUMENTS
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present.
Michelle Emerson presented for signature an agreement to receive $80,338 from the Idaho State
Public Defense Commission (PDC) in FY 2023, following the County’s application for such.
The allocation included a one-time award of $3,090 that the Commission encouraged counties to
use for increasing defending attorney pay to address hiring and retention.
Emerson informed that Jerome County was not one of the ten Idaho counties audited by the PDC
and that the State of Idaho would be responsible for paying public defense attorneys in 2024.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to authorize signing the Jerome County
FY 2023 Indigent Defense Financial Assistance Agreement in the amount of $80,338. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
DETERMINE VALUES OF FORMER JAIL APPLIANCES
The Commissioners assessed three appliances left in the former jail in the Courthouse and
determined they are of no value to the County, resulting in two washers and a dryer available to
employees for personal use on a first come-first served basis.
MARISELA AGUIRRE—PAY-OUT OF COMP HOURS FOR PATROLMEN
Present were Marisela Aguirre, jail administrator; Troy Tolman, deputy sheriff; Michelle
Emerson, clerk; Tracee McKim, chief deputy clerk; and Mike Seib, attorney. Also present was
Brad Calbo.
Marisela Aguirre requested that patrol deputies be paid for covering shifts in the jail in addition
to their full-time patrol duties. She explained that some of them had volunteered because of the
shortage of detention deputies.
Tracee McKim said payment would need to come from two different budget lines and suggested
paying deputies time-and-a-half when working extra shifts in the jail. The Board agreed, with the
caveat that deputy time is delineated as either regular time or time-and-a-half.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to authorize the sheriff’s department to
pay patrol deputies to work overtime as jail staff, due to the shortage of detention deputies. It
was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Commissioner Howell expressed appreciation to the deputies for covering the shifts because the
jail had six unfilled positions.
MIKE SEIB—LEGAL COUNSEL
Present was Attorney Mike Seib. Also present was Brad Calbo.
Prosecutor Resignation: Mike Seib presented a written letter of resignation as prosecutor,
effective upon the appointment of his replacement.
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Seib then introduced Attorney Brad Calbo as a high caliber attorney who could fill his position.
Brad Calbo told the Board he had been chosen from a select group of attorneys to serve as
defense counsel for a federal trial in Boise that had lasted six weeks.
Commissioner Howell asked Calbo if there were anything in his past history that would prevent
him from being a prosecutor. He said he had been practicing law since 1993 and had been
arrested in Oregon during his divorce but had regained the bar in 2014.
Seib stated Calbo is licensed in Idaho and fit to practice according to Idaho law. He said the
Republican Central Committee would advertise for the prosecutor position and have 15 days to
make an appointment recommendation to the Commissioners for fulfilling his term.
Calbo stated that when he was under contract with Jerome County as a public defender, he had
not lost any felony cases, winning all but one that had culminated with a hung jury. He said there
was distance between the mistakes of his youth and now. He added that judges had asked him to
forego a lucrative practice to prosecute in Jerome County and that if appointed and elected he
would serve for ten years.
Board of Community Guardians Resignation: Commissioner Crozier asked Seib how Lincoln
County would be affected by resigning from the Tri-county Board of Community Guardians.
Seib said he would study the Joint Powers Agreement, and the matter was continued until August
29.
Legal Counsel: The Board said the sheriff’s department is preparing cases to submit to the
prosecutor’s office, including one regarding the half-way house recently established in Jerome
County. Seib stated he would file cases as criminal matters if there were evidence to prove
criminal intent.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of August 8 as
corrected and August 16 as read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. The second
paragraph on Page 2 of the August 8 minutes was to read: Commissioner Crouch said he had
spent a few hours discussing the True West Beef tax abatement with local officials as well as
with George Brown with the Idaho Tax Commission. He had also talked about other County
issues with the public. Commissioner Crouch was out of town during the week visiting with his
daughter in Florida.
The last paragraph on Page 7 was to read: Jacob Johnson stated the ETS assessment lays
groundwork for the County to expand its broadband offerings. He recommended hiring Rocky
Mountain West Telecom to produce plans that would meet USDA and federal standards, saying
it could provide an area coverage design.
INDIGENT MATTERS
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. The Board signed an appeal
hearing continuance for Case No. 2122-036.
Meeting adjourned at 4:33 P.M.
Respectively submitted:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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