JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, August 15, 2022
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:05 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
The Board was in receipt of the resignation of JC Olson from the Fair Board, followed by a short
discussion of the Jerome County Fair and Rodeo held the previous week. The Commissioners
determined to ask the Fair Board to hire an engineer to determine the condition of the
grandstands.
Commissioner Crozier reported from the South Central Behavioral Health Board, where
directors had discussed grants, the JAE Foundation (a suicide awareness organization), and a
gaps and needs assessment as well as locations to acquire Narcan (a drug administered to
overdose patients). He said they had also welcomed a new board member, Julie Brown.
Commissioners Crozier and Crouch stated they had enjoyed a Jerome Fair kick-off lunch
sponsored by DL Evans Bank and True West Beef. They had also attended a luncheon meeting
with US Congressman Mike Simpson, sponsored by Jerome 20/20. Subjects discussed were the
workforce, housing, the economy, energy, and windmills. The two Commissioners had also been
present at a ribbon cutting for the Family Dollar/Dollar Tree store in Hazelton and had visited
with several community members there.
All the Commissioners had attended and helped with the Jerome County Fair and Rodeo the
previous week. Commissioner Howell commented favorably on the new tables in the picnic area
and said there had been a few minor incidents involving law enforcement. Commissioner Crozier
and his family had supplied baked goods for the cowboy and sponsors hospitality area. The
Commissioner had also watched the free homegrown talent show on Thursday evening.
Commissioner Crouch had overseen the Republican float in the parade, and he reported the fat
stock sale had netted $595,000.
Commissioner Howell reported from a meeting of the Snake River Canyons Park Managing
Board. He said a party with a doctorate in park planning had offered mapping services. He added
that board members had also discussed the bid for establishing an RV park and naming a trail for
the late Carl Nellis and Dr. Erwin.
Commissioner Howell said garbage dumped in a gravel pit had started a fire that had lasted a
long time.
Commissioner Crouch reported he, along with Joe and Connie Davidson, had met Hazelton City
Mayor Art Watkins for lunch at the Snug in Eden.
Monday, August 15, 2022
Page 1 of 9

APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Commissioners approved Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Scott Denning, Deserae
Jones, Tanya Stitt, and Mario Umana.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated August 12, 2022, for the Insurance
Deductible Trust Fund, with a grand total of $2,845.89.
The Board signed Employee Wage Change forms to increase the salary of Andrea Gonzalez for
the completion of her probation period and graduating from POST, and to hire Desea Lance as
assistant IT.
The Board signed a leave request for Deserae Jones.
MICHELLE EMERSON—SIGN AFLAC CONTRACT
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present.
Michelle Emerson presented a contract for signature to allow the County to continue to offer
AFLAC insurance to employees.
 Commissioner Howell made a Motion to authorize the chairman to sign the AFLAC
contract as presented by the clerk. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
DISCUSS ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST TELECOM BROADBAND QUESTIONS
Commissioner Crozier reviewed with the Commissioners questions from Rocky Mountain
Telecom, as a follow-up from August 8 when Eminent Technical Solutions recommended hiring
Rocky Mountain to expand the County’s broadband offerings.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
Commissioners signed claims for the August 10, 2022, to August 15, 2022, claim cycle as
follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated August 12, 2022, for the Indigent Fund, with
a grand total of $2,919.05.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated August 12, 2022, for the Justice and Indigent
Funds, with a grand total of $49,161.16.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated August 12, 2022, with a grand total of
$37,510.80 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, and Revaluation.
BILL BRIDGES—SNAKE RIVER CANYONS PARK UPDATE
Present were Bill Bridges and Sue Williams, representing the Snake River Canyons Park
Managing Board; and Lorien Nettleton, Times-News.
Bill Bridges told the Board that the trail at Yingst Grade would be named the Carl Nellis/Jim
Erwin Walking Trail, in memory of Carl Nellis. He said two commemorative signs, as well as
the sign at the trailhead, would be given to each party. He also said a new sign would be erected
advising that the trail is closed from 10 P.M. until 5 A.M.
Bridges stated the Idaho Department of Lands (IDL) needs an application for repairing the
broken bridge in the Snake River Canyon. He also informed that the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) had contracted with Tri-county Noxious Weed Control for spraying weeds
in the Park.
Bridges said the Park web page has been improved and that he would update the Park Facebook
page. He said he had permission to put newspaper articles on the web page.
Sue Williams updated the Board on establishing an RV park with approved grant funds. She said
a bid to construct camping sites had exceeded the amount of the grant, and she suggested
rejecting the bid and encouraging the bidder to reapply on a smaller phase.
 It was determined to advertise again for bids.
Williams said she needed estimates for fencing and cattle guards. She informed that she had
posted an ad on Craig’s List for goat herds to eat weeds in the Park, which would be a fire hazard
when construction on RV sites begins.
SCOTT DENNING—VETERANS/GUARDIANS REPORTS
Scott Denning, as veterans service officer and board of community guardians coordinator, was
present.
Scott Denning spoke from a written report of his services for veterans and the guardians
program.
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Veterans: Denning reported he had completed three days of training and updates in Boise from
the Idaho Division of Veterans Services. Part of the information he had received was about a
new act passed by Congress for Iraq and Afghanistan veterans.
Denning said he had helped 22 veterans within the previous month.
Guardians: Denning reported there would be an overseers board meeting that night to approve
applications for members to the Board of Community Guardians, with a Guardians board
meeting to follow. He said he had received three calls regarding requests to consider possible
wards of the Guardians board and suggested the County might want to cap the number of wards
it accepts.
Denning said the Joint Powers Agreement among Jerome, Gooding, and Lincoln Counties is
clear that Lincoln County cannot withdraw for three more years, and he said more legal advice
was needed. He added that a request from Blaine County to join the guardians board was still
pending.
Commissioner Crozier expressed that he preferred Jerome County establishing its own guardians
board. Commissioner Howell preferred allowing Lincoln County to withdraw but to expect that
the county pay its share of the program, to which Commissioner Crouch agreed.
MARISELA AGUIRRE—PAY-OUT OF COMP HOURS
Jail Administrator Marisela Aguirre, Deputy Troy Tolman, and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee
McKim were present.
Marisela Aguirre requested that detention sheriff deputies be paid for overtime after 75 hours as
employment incentives because of a shortage of staff due to difficulty in finding new employees.
Tracee McKim advised that there were funds remaining in the FY 2021-22 budget and in the
new budget to cover the cost of paying for the overtime.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to restart the comp time payout for over
75 hours for six months as a way to compensate for overtime caused by a short jail detention
staff. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
ROY PRESCOTT—NORTH SIDE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Roy Prescott, representing the North Side Soil and Water Conservation District, was present.
Roy Prescott, as chairman of the North Side Soil and Water Conservation District board of
directors, requested that the County contribute $12,000 from its FY 2022-23 budget as it had in
previous years.
Prescott told the Board that the District office had moved from Jerome to Twin Falls but still
supports Jerome County projects. He said the agency had helped the City of Eden with a project
that would have taken that city ten years to complete. Prescott said the District was broadening
its services and becoming more involved in projects like the one in Eden.
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Commissioner Howell asked that the conservation district add improving Yingst Grade to its list
of projects. Prescott said that a canal company representative could make an application to the
North Side Soil and Water Conservation District.
The Commissioners advised that they had budgeted $12,000 for the District in the FY 2022-23
budget.
Meeting recessed at 11:46 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:20 P.M.
BRENT CULBERTSON—JAIL APPLIANCES
Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson was present.
Brent Culbertson reported there are two washers, two dryers, and a refrigerator for disposal in
the former jail. He said he would ask if any County offices could use them, and the
Commissioners brainstormed on what agencies might benefit from them.
Culbertson stated he had received two bids for completing seven storage units in the basement of
the former jail and recommended the lesser one.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to award CLC Interiors $6800 for framing
and dry wall work for new storage rooms in the basement, with Brent Culbertson to hang the
doors. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Commissioner Crozier asked about the signs the Commissioners had requested for the parking of
County vehicles only on the north side of the Courthouse.
 Culbertson said he was planning to put up the signs when the parking lot is repaved.
TRACEE McKIM—ARPA FUNDING UPDATE
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present.
Tracee McKim questioned the expenditure of ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) funds
approved by the Board to make the Jerome American Legion Hall handicapped accessible. She
said the contractor was requiring half of the expenditure before beginning construction.
 The Board agreed to the requested expenditure and to paying the other half when the
project is completed by September 30.
TANYA STITT—OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT REPORT
Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt and System Administrator Cody Westover were
present.
Bids for Technology Upgrades: Tanya Stitt said a second bid to fit the Commissioners’
boardroom and the Courthouse meeting room with technology upgrades was incomplete.
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Cody Westover said the second company did not meet for an appointed interview with him and
that other companies had not responded. He said that the second proposal would not be sufficient
for the meeting room and that he thought the bid Stitt had received for audio visual equipment
was a good option.
Commissioner Crozier favored contracting with the company that was available. Stitt said a
service contract would be included, with a one-year warrantee.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to proceed with the bid for the upgrades of
the conference room and the Commissioners’ office for remote conferencing. It was seconded,
followed by discussion that no other company had responded to solicitations for bids, and carried
with unanimous ayes.
Westover was excused.
Report: Stitt informed the Board that Day Wireless had examined the radio equipment in a
basement room of the Courthouse and would be decommissioning it.
Stitt expressed concern that there had not been hand sanitizers or a first aid station available
during the recent Fair or the availability of a booth for the Office of Emergency Management.
 Commissioner Crouch asked about how non-smoking laws affect the Fairgrounds, and
Stitt said she would investigate.
Stitt said she would e-mail a draft of the All Hazards Mitigation Plan to the Commissioners for
review. She reported there was about $500,000 left in CARES (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security) funds that could be used for any County projects.
Stitt asked that she and her assistant work four ten-hour days and that she not work on Fridays
because of a family need. She said her office would be open on Fridays, with her assistant not
working on Wednesdays.
 Commissioner Crouch questioned the arrangement, and it was determined Stitt would
report on September 12 if the hours were satisfactory.
SNAKE RIVER CANYONS PARK CLEAN-UP SYNOPSIS/FUNDING
Present were Greg Moore, Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board; and Bill Maikranz,
Southern Idaho Off Road Association.
Bill Maikranz presented receipts for the annual clean-up of the Snake River Canyons Park. He
said Western States CAT had also billed $500 to the County directly for the use of two loaders
full of fuel.
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Maikranz reported that 45 volunteers had worked at the Park on May 21, including two clubs,
rock climbers, and work release inmates from Twin Falls County, all gathering about eight tons
of garbage.
Greg Moore said it was a successful clean-up and that he had seen improvement in the amount of
trash over the last several years. He said the clean-up effort had been combined with giving a
ride over the rocks in an RV.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to reimburse the Southern Idaho Off Road
Association $231.22 for the clean-up of the Snake River Canyons Park. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
Moore verified with the Board that the County had budgeted $500 for the clean-up in 2023.
TRUE WEST BEEF—TAX EXEMPTION
Assessor Mark Swenson and Attorney Mike Seib were present. Also present were Chris Nims
and Jay Theiler, both representing True West Beef via Zoom.
Commissioner Crouch stated the meeting with True West Beef representatives was to follow up
from the Commissioners’ discussion with Idaho Tax Commission personnel on August 8.
Chris Nims said she had been corresponding with Mark Swenson about the tax exemption the
County had granted to True West Beef according to Idaho Code 63-602NN. She said her
company wanted the exemption to begin when the valuation of its facility was the highest, which
she expected in January of 2023 when the plant construction was completed.
Commissioner Howell said that $85 million already on the new construction roll could not be
removed.
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present.
Commissioner Howell explained the $85 million could not be taken off the tax roll and added to
the new valuation expected in 2023.
 The matter was continued until August 16 after the True West Beef representatives could
speak with the Idaho Tax Commission.
MIKE SEIB—LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Jail Expansion: Mike Seib reiterated from August 8 that it was not necessary to seek
architectural bids for a third jail pod because a former bid had included the design of two extra
pods.
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Half-way House: Seib advised that the recently established half-way house in Jerome County
had reported it had reduced its number of residents to eight, qualifying it as a single-family
dwelling, which he said establishes that the house is a business.
Commissioner Crouch asked about fire safety regulations. Seib said the County needs to verify
the house has only eight beds and that not as many regulations would apply to a single-family
dwelling.

READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the Board of Equalization
minutes of July 14 as read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. The Commissioner signed
liens presented by the Social Services office.
Meeting recessed at 4:05 P.M.
Respectively submitted:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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