JEROME COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Monday, August 2, 2021
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier stated he had been out of town the previous week.
Commissioner Howell reported from a Southern Idaho Regional Solid Waste District meeting
that directors had finalized next year’s budget. He told the Board that other items discussed
included establishing fee equality among the participating seven counties; accepting contracts
with other counties that bring in revenue but also add refuse to the landfill site; and profit delay
from the gas to electricity project until a third power generator is in production.
Commissioner Howell had also consulted with Mark Doerr with Precision Aviation about
standards for FBOs (Fixed Business Operations) at the Jerome Airport.
Commissioner Crouch stated he had attended a ribbon cutting for Stone Works in Jerome and
that it had experienced a good turnout.
APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Commissioners signed Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Nancy Marshall,
Christine McGuire, and Mario Umana.
SIGN JUVENILE DETENTION AGREEMENT
This matter was continued until legal counsel could review the agreement for detaining juveniles
at the Mini-Cassia Juvenile Detention Center.
SIGN ROCKNE LAMMERS CONTRACT
The Board was awaiting a new contract beginning October 1, 2021, with Public Defender
Rockne Lammers.
SIGN BEEHIVE LETTER
Commissioner Crouch signed a letter on behalf of the Board to Mountain Avenue Bees in
response to concerns expressed to the Board by Dusty Cook on July 6.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
Commissioners signed claims for the July 27, 2021, to August 2, 2021, claim cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated July 30, 2021, for the Indigent Fund, with a
grand total of $657.68.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated July 30, 2021, with a grand total of
$220,016.49 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Justice, Election
Consolidation, Indigent, and Auditor’s Trust.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of July 26 as read.
It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Approved were Case Nos.
2021-036; 1718-098; 1819-011; 1819-042; and 1819-134. Denied was Case No. 1819-037.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed leave requests for Deserae Jones (2) and Mario Umana.
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change form to hire Janet Lopez as a detention deputy
sheriff.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated July 28, 2021, for the Insurance Deductible
Trust Fund, with a grand total of $3,684.63.
STEVE HINES––EXTENSION OFFICE REPORT
Extension Educator/County Chair Steve Hines was present.
Steve Hines reviewed his June/July written report from the University of Idaho Extension Office.
He had attended several meetings and had provided information on various phone calls. He said
he had worked on field studies at the research farm and had made some farm visits.
Hines said he had also helped open a 4-H camp and had worked with colleagues to edit a
forthcoming paper on the impact of agriculture to the economy of the Magic Valley.
Hines said he was planning a field day in August.
Hines also reported on the activities of Gretchen Manker as the family and consumer science
extension educator, Celia Villicana as the community nutrition instructor, and Tina Miller as the
4-H coordinator. Manker had taught nutrition and health and food preservation classes as well as
had participated in 4-H youth development. She offers testing of pressure canner gauges by
appointment or on Thursdays from 1-4 P.M.

Monday, August 2, 2021
Page 3 of 7

Villicana had taught classes in Jerome, Gooding, and Wendell, while Miller had worked with
youth camps, prepared for the County Fair, and had attended a State Ambassador Steering
Committee planning meeting in Boise for Juntos 4-H members.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present by speakerphone were Tanya Stitt, County emergency management director; Toni
Carver, Heritage Academy, Mike Williams, Jerome city administrator; and Linda Montgomery
and Brenda Mason, representing the South Central Public Health District.
Brenda Mason stated 63 cases of the coronavirus had been reported in Jerome County in July,
which was an upward trend but still lower than the 173 cases reported during the same period in
2020. She said the Health District had moved most of the counties in the eight-county district
into the moderate risk category of contracting the virus and was concerned about hospital
capacity.
Mason reported the vaccination rate in Jerome County had increased from 37 to 38 percent of the
population fully vaccinated.
Linda Montgomery expressed concern about the number of school faculty fully vaccinated.
 Mason said the Health District could possibly schedule another school clinic, and Tanya
Stitt said she would help by contacting the schools for possible dates.
TERI CAVITT––HOMEOWNER INSPECTION
Teri Cavitt was present.
Teri Cavitt told the Commissioners of foundation, grading, and roof problems with her son’s new
house that the builder would not address. She said the Planning and Zoning Office had also told
her that the house had passed its final inspection.
Commissioner Howell told Cavitt that some conditions, such as workmanship, are not
inspectable by the P&Z Department, but he said he would ask the Department if a second
inspection is possible and also what things are required by code.
The Commissioners advised Cavitt to hire a private inspector and then to pursue her grievances
in civil court. They also suggested she let the realtor and the mortgage holder know of the
problems with the house.
Cavitt said she was concerned because the warrantee on the house expires at the end of August.
Meeting recessed at 11:57 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:40 P.M.
MICHELLE EMERSON––CLERK MATTERS
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim were present.
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Sign Indigent Defense Financial Assistance Agreement: The Board was in receipt of an
agreement from the Idaho State Public Defense Commission to accept $77,248 from the
County’s FY 2022 Indigent Defense Financial Assistance application.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to sign the acceptance agreement for the
Public Defense Commission. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Search and Rescue Request: The Board determined to send an e-mail to Search and Rescue
Commander Tom Walgamott in response to his request on July 26 for County funds to help
replace a motor on the boat belonging to Search and Rescue. The e-mail approved the purchase
of a motor but listed seven items for the rescue unit to exercise to improve the unit and to
communicate with the sheriff’s office and the Commissioners.
Adopt Proposed Budgets: Tracee McKim presented the proposed Ambulance District budget
for FY 2021-22. She explained that the amount from taxes would be $589,140, combined with
$34,360 cash on hand, for a total budget of $623,500. She listed expected dispersals as $525,000
for the Magic Valley Paramedics; $80,000 for Quick Response Units; $3,000 for administrative
costs; $3,000 for repairs/maintenance/other; $2,500 for training; and $10,000 for capital
outlay/improvements.
McKim said the ambulance budget would reflect a two percent per thousand decrease in the levy.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to adopt the proposed ambulance district
budget for FY 2021-22. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
McKim provided paperwork that showed a proposed FY 2021-22 County budget of $18,398,733.
She said $4,100,500 in an unexpended balance and $5,541,218 from other revenue both
subtracted from the total budget would leave $8,757,015 to be collected from taxes.
McKim added that the estimated 2022 levy would reflect a decrease from 2021 of 26 cents per
$1000 of valuation. She said that since the County valuation had increased, the levy rate
decreased.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to accept the Jerome County FY 2021-22
proposed budget. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Employee Manual Resolution for Juneteenth: Mike Seib presented a resolution to amend the
Employee/Supervisor Manual to list Juneteenth as a paid holiday for full-time employees,
following a resolution by the Commissioners on July 19 to recognize the new federal holiday.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to pass Resolution 2021-24 adopting an
additional paid holiday to be added into the Employee Manual. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
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RESOLUTION NUMBER 2021-24
A RESOLUTION OF JEROME COUNTY, IDAHO, ON THE ADOPTION OF CERTAIN AMENDMENTS
TO THE JEROME COUNTY EMPLOYEE\SUPERVISOR MANUAL; SETTING FORTH AND
INCORPORATING UNDERLYING RECITALS; DIRECTING ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF TOWARDS
IMPLEMENTATION; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
RECITALS:
WHEREAS, it is vital to the daily operations of Jerome County for its employees to be informed of their
employment responsibilities and the consequences for failing in those responsibilities; and to be informed of the
privileges and rights granted to them by Federal and State law, and/or by the Board; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for Jerome County, Idaho, is committed to assist all officials and
employees with carrying out their employment responsibilities in the manner expected and required of them; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for Jerome County has developed a handbook containing county
policy and providing information on applicable State and Federal law; and
WHEREAS, it is recognized that the adopted handbook would need to be amended from time to time for the
purposes of correcting, clarifying, or changing the policies stated therein.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF JEROME
COUNTY, IDAHO, AS FOLLOWS:
1.

The above recitals are hereby incorporated into this resolution.

2.
Section 4.7 of the Jerome County Employee/Supervisor Manual is amended to recognize
Juneteenth as paid holiday by the County. Specifically, Section 4.7 shall be amended in the following manner:
SECTION 4.7 HOLIDAYS Jerome County recognizes eleven paid holidays each year.
These holidays include:
New Year’s Day
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Presidents’ Day
Memorial Day
Juneteenth Day

Independence Day
Labor Day
Columbus Day
Veterans Day
Thanksgiving Day
Christmas Day

In addition to these eleven days, the Board can designate any other day a paid holiday.
Time off without pay may be granted to employees who desire to observe a religious
holiday that is not recognized by Jerome County, provided it does not create an undue
hardship to the flow of County business.
3.
Administrative staff and agents of Jerome County are hereby directed to take such actions as may
be necessary to implement the provisions of this resolution.
4.
This resolution shall be effective upon its approval and passage by the Jerome County Board of
Commissioners.
Approved and adopted as a resolution of Jerome County by the Board of County Commissioners on this 2nd
day of August 2021.
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ATTEST:

Board of Jerome County Commissioners

/s/ Michelle Emerson
Michelle Emerson, Jerome County Clerk

/s/ A. Ben Crouch
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

(SEAL)

/s/ John Crozier
John Crozier, Commissioner
/s/ Charles M. Howell
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner

Airport Bylaws: This matter was continued until August 16.
Memorandum Decision for Standlee S Railway Zone Change: Seib advised he was creating
an abbreviated written decision for an uncontested zone change for Standlee S Railway, which
was approved by the Commissioners on July 19.
Yingst Grade Ordinance: The Board determined it needed boundary lines for legal counsel to
write an ordinance closing Yingst Grade and its parking lot during night hours.
Meeting adjourned at 3:15 P.M.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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