JEROME COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Monday, July 26, 2021
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:05 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported (1) a storage building at the Extension Office had been moved
with minimal damage to another area of the Fairgrounds, where it could be repurposed to store
items for the Fair.
(2) Commissioner Crozier told of the Jerome Chamber of Commerce Business After Hours at
Hall and Associates (a life and health insurance agency and investments broker), where he had
visited with area business leaders and had enjoyed a light meal.
(3) Commissioner Crozier had also participated in a Zoom meeting with the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) where BLM representative Kasey Prestwich had updated cooperating
agencies on the progress of the BLM in gathering information pertinent to the application of the
Lava Ridge Wind Energy project. He said Prestwich had also given timelines, including an
Environmental Impact Statement in November of 2022 and a Notice of Decision from the BLM
expected around January of 2023.
Commissioner Howell reported (1) he had attended a joint powers board meeting for the Third
Bridge Crossing where Twin Falls County Commissioner Brent Reinke was elected chairman
and he was elected as secretary. He said the board would meet as necessary to support the
construction of a third bridge across the Snake River Canyon in Magic Valley.
(2) Commissioner Howell had flown over the Lava Ridge Project in a flight sponsored by the
Conservation League. He said 400 windmills will be erected, with 50 percent of them in Jerome
County and 25 percent in each of Minidoka and Lincoln Counties.
(3) Commissioner Howell had met with College of Southern Idaho officials about a joint project
with St. Luke’s in Jerome County.
(4) The Commissioner also reported a retirement party for Civil Deputy Sheriff Karen Van
Holland had been well attended.
Commissioner Crouch had been out of town the previous week.
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SIGN NOTICE OF AWARD FOR HAZELTON AIRPORT
The Board was in receipt of a Notice of Award signed by Western Construction for a pavement
overlay on the Hazelton Municipal Airport runway as advised by Airport Consultant Kent Atkin
on July 12.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to authorize the chair to sign the award for
the Hazelton Airport. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of July 19 as
corrected. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. The next to last paragraph under
“Guy Stubbs––Health Insurance” on Page 4 was amended to read: All three Commissioners
favored staying with Blue Cross. Commissioner Howell said wellness incentives offered by
Pacific Source could be offered in house.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Denied were Case Nos.
2021-027 and 2021-028; dismissed were Case Nos. 1920-019; 1920-007; and 2021-003.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed leave requests for Brent Culbertson and Mario Umana.
The Board signed six Catering Permits for the South Hills Bar & Grill, LLC, Hansen, to be used
August 1, 2021, from 2 p.m.-1 a.m.; August 7, 2021, from 3 p.m.-1 a.m.; August 8, 2021, from 3
p.m.-1 a.m.; August 14, 2021, from 4 p.m.-1 a.m.; August 21, 2021, from 3 p.m.-1 a.m.; and
August 28, 2021, from 2 p.m.-1 a.m., all at the Risk Barn.
The Board signed a Direct Deposit Detail with a grand total of $145,213.98 and a Payroll Claims
Approval By Fund with a grand total of $319,724.90, both dated July 20, 2021, for the July 4,
2021, through July 17, 2021, payroll period.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated July 23, 2021, for the Justice Fund, with a
grand total of $41,306.97.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated July 23, 2021, for the Indigent Fund, with a
grand total of $560.75.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated July 23, 2021, with a grand total of
$18,721.09 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, Assessor Trust-Licenses,
Court Trust-Odyssey, and Court Bond Trust.
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STEVE BURNHAM––SEARCH AND RESCUE BOAT MOTOR
Tom Walgamott, commander of the Jerome County Search and Rescue Unit, was present.
Tom Walgamott followed up from his May 24, 2021, discussion with the Commissioners about a
new motor for the Search and Rescue boat. He said after extensive research he was happy to find
a four-stroke motor available for $11,200. He said the Unit members could install the motor but
that there would be no warrantee on it.
Commissioner Howell asked how often the Search and Rescue unit needed a boat. Walgamott
said one could have been utilized a year ago Christmas and a couple times to look for missing
bodies. The Commissioner also asked if the Unit was active and holding monthly meetings.
Walgamott said monthly meetings are held and that members had been looking for ways to have
a working boat, having fundraisers, revamping a pickup, and planning for training classes in
September.
Commissioner Crouch asked how much a replacement boat would cost and the difference
between the Search and Rescue boat and the sheriff’s boat. Walgamott said a different boat
would cost between $20,000 and $30,000 and that the current boat was smaller than the sheriff’s,
enabling it to run in shallow water and around rocks. Walgamott added that the boat was in good
condition except for the motor.
Commissioner Crouch expressed concern about the weeds that were allowed to grow in the
Search and Rescue area at the Jerome Airport. Walgamott said the person hired to spray did not
do the job, so he had graded it down before the Fly In. He said that the Unit would put down
ground sterilant in the fall.
Commissioner Crouch also asked if the Unit was active with the sheriff’s department. Walgamott
said the sheriff or a deputy was always present at meetings. He said the Unit could pay $1300 as
a down payment to hold the boat.
Commissioner Crozier said it might be a good idea to repair the boat so it is serviceable, and he
e-mailed the County clerk to inquire about funds available.
Walgamott was excused.
The Commissioners held further discussion on the fate of the boat and determined it would be
good either to repair it or to sell it. They e-mailed the emergency management director about
using CARES (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security) funds to purchase a new motor.
 A decision about the boat was continued until August 2.
TERRY RUBY––NOXIOUS WEED REPORT
Tri-county Noxious Weed Control Superintendent Terry Ruby and Linda Montgomery were
present.
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Report: Terry Ruby reported the Weed district had received $13,752.01 from the Idaho State
Department of Agriculture, which would be used for the biocontrol program of killing weeds by
introducing insects. He said the district had also received $40,000 from the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) but that the district could use more funds for controlling weeds on BLM
ground. Ruby said he was billing the Union Pacific Railroad monthly for controlling weeds
along railroad rights-of-way.
Ruby stated as of July 15, the district had mailed out 62 weed eradication notices but had
struggled to find property owner addresses in Lincoln County. He said he had prepared a booklet
to be available to visitors at upcoming fair booths.
 Ruby informed that the quarterly district weed board meeting would be held October 14
in Lincoln County.
Bylaws and Board Terms: Ruby told the Commissioners he had researched the bylaws of the
weed district Board of Directors and that they did not contain term limits for the directors.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present was Linda Montgomery, chairman of the Health Board. Present by speakerphone were
Toni Carver, Heritage Academy; Mike Williams, Jerome city administrator; and Brenda Mason,
South Central Public Health District.
Brenda Mason reported 26 coronavirus cases in Jerome County, compared with 16 cases the
previous week. She said there was an increase of cases across the Health District but that
hospitals were not at capacity.
Mason stated the vaccination rate in the County remained at 37 percent and that 98 percent of
cases reported were in unvaccinated individuals.
Commissioner Crozier asked if events would be interrupted by the increase in cases, but Mason
could not predict whether they would.
LINDA MONTGOMERY––HEALTH DISTRICT MATTERS
Linda Montgomery, chairman of the Health Board, was present.
Linda Montgomery provided a calendar of Health Board meetings scheduled for the upcoming
year and said the Board had approved a salary increase for the director of the South Central
Public Health District. She said the Board had postponed electing a chairman until its next
meeting because of a tie vote, after which the Board determined to have 100 percent board
attendance before voting on decisions.
Montgomery told the Commissioners that the State of Idaho had determined to pay county
commissioners $75 retroactively for each meeting of the Health Board that they attend; she said
she would like the Idaho Association of Counties to address changing the Idaho code that allows
payments to full-time commissioners.
Monday, July 26, 2021
Page 5 of 11

Commissioners Crouch and Crozier agreed that they would like the Legislative Reception that
updates on recent State legislation to continue.
Montgomery reported that the Health Board was asking the College of Southern Idaho for
permission to build a stand-alone storage building next to its current building on the campus. She
said $200,000 would cover just the cost of the building, with no refrigeration unit included.
MARIO UMANA––JUVENILE PROBATION REPORT
Juvenile Probation Administrator Mario Umana and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson
were present.
Mario Umana reviewed his monthly written report with the Commissioners, which included two
more juveniles in the court diversion program. He also said five juveniles had agreed to attend
the five-month Idaho Youth Challenge in Pierce, Idaho, which he said was a wonderful program
to help juveniles succeed in society.
Umana’s report included 68 juveniles on probation and a total of $2,812.82 in fees paid.
When asked, Umana said he believed the new detention center/safe house to be opened in Twin
Falls in October would have advantages over the current juvenile detention center in Twin Falls,
which would be utilized by that county’s sheriff office.
JARED RICKS––PUBLIC DEFENSE COMMISSION UPDATE (by Zoom)
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present. Also present by Zoom was Jared Ricks,
regional coordinator for the Idaho Public Defense Commission.
Jared Ricks asked that the County refer public defense attorneys to the Idaho Public Defense
Commission (PDC) for Webinars twice a month where they can earn 18 credits toward
relicensing.
Ricks said Jerome County defense attorney Carlos Rodriguez had reported work beyond what
the PDC recommends, and Michelle Emerson said she would speak with him about staying
within the recommended work load.
Ricks asked if the Commissioners had any questions about financial assistance from the PDC.
He said funding to Jerome County would be similar to last year at $77,248 out of the $9 million
provided by the Idaho Legislature. He said he would like the County to use different fiscal year
dates so budgets would be determined in time to address the Legislature.
Ricks said the Legislature is negotiating Public Defense Rules and that there would be a
comment period in August and September.
Neither the Commissioners nor Emerson had any questions to ask of Ricks.
Meeting recessed at 11:58 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:16 P.M.
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DECISION––FAIR CONTRIBUTION
Present were Arlen Crouch and Larry Hall, both representing the Jerome 20/20 economic
development group.
Larry Hall followed up from Jerome 20/20’s request on July 19 for the County to contribute
$10,000 toward prize money for Jerome Rodeo cowboys. He said the group’s main concern was
the purse sizes compared to other counties.
Commissioner Crouch said the Commissioners are declining because the County had not
budgeted for such a large contribution and that the Fair has a sizeable savings account.
Commissioner Crozier said the County had contributed over $10,000 to attract a new Fair
manager in the current budget year and had agreed with a wage increase for the Fair maintenance
supervisor. He added that Fair and Rodeo sponsorships had increased and that sponsorship
should come from businesses that benefit from the Fair and Rodeo.
Commissioner Howell stated that the Fair Board had asked for a $90,000 increase in its budget
for FY 2021-22. He said it would be the Fair Board’s decision of how to spend tax levy funds
collected for the Fair. He also said the County had agreed to support the Fair last year if it had
lost revenue because of the COVID pandemic.
Commissioner Crouch said the Commissioners had questions about Fair finances and that the
County contributes to the Fair through its yearly donation to Jerome 20/20.
Jerome 20/20 member Joe Davidson was present.
Arlen Crouch said the Jerome purse sizes were smaller than those of Twin Falls and Gooding
County rodeos. Commissioner Crozier said Jerome County could not compete with Twin Falls
County but that it could with Gooding County.
 Arlen Crouch asked for the financial audits of the Fair for the last three years.
CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVES––UPDATE AND QUESTIONS
Present were Mike Mathews, Idaho deputy chief of staff for US Senator Jim Risch; Samantha
Marshall, regional director for US Senator Mike Crapo; and Linda Culver, area director for US
Congressman Mike Simpson.
Mike Mathews provided a pamphlet containing information from the three members of the Idaho
Congressional delegation. He said the bulk of the Congressional representatives’ efforts are case
work and that they are liaisons to all government agencies.
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Commissioner Howell expressed that the County had reservations about how to spend federal
funds received from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), and Samantha Marshall said she
would send updated information with interim rules for spending the funds.
Linda Culver asked about County plans for developing a shooting range. She said she would ask
a Bureau of Land Management (BLM) representative to meet with Indian tribes about using
some BLM land.
CHRISTINE McGUIRE––VETERANS AND GUARDIANS REPORT
Veterans Service Officer/Tri-county Board of Community Guardians Coordinator Christine
McGuire was present.
Reports: Christine McGuire presented a seven-page report of her activities from June 24, 2021,
through July 25, 2021, as both the County veterans service officer and the Tri-county Board of
Community Guardians coordinator. Her report included 29 office visits, four home visits, 76
phone calls, and numerous other services to veterans.
McGuire told of four meetings she had attended to learn of services available and one
Community Guardians meeting.
The Seventh Annual Veteran Welcome Home celebration, according to McGuire, had furnished
the opportunity for her to meet three veterans who subsequently came to her office for help.
McGuire reported that one guardianship application was in the vetting process while another one
was pending evaluation and that three new wards had been accepted into the Guardians program.
McGuire included in her paperwork copies of two certificates she had received from free
Webcasts presented by the National Center on Law & Elder Rights.
McGuire told the Commissioners that she was scheduled for surgery the last week of October.
Meeting Room: McGuire asked if her office could utilize the room adjacent to hers for veterans
to use. She said she has a bookshelf of donated books to share, clothing, and offers of a donated
computer system and furniture for the room.
 The Commissioners agreed for McGuire to furnish and use the room unless there would
be a larger demand for the room in the future.
GUY STUBBS––MEDICAL INSURANCE DECISION
Present were Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim,
and Payroll Clerk Charry Cushman. Also present was Guy Stubbs, County medical insurance
agent from Hall & Associates.
Guy Stubbs brought the Board additional offers made by Blue Cross and Pacific Source for
County medical insurance since the Commissioners’ insurance considerations on July 19. He
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said Blue Cross was offering a 6.1 percent renewal cap on the claim trend for a second year, but
he explained that a greater increase could be from the trend.
Stubbs said the largest increase from Pacific Source would be no more than 5.9 percent in the
second year and that the company was promising a four percent credit for a third year. He also
listed other benefits of Pacific Source insurance.
Michelle Emerson said she, the chief deputy clerk, and payroll clerk all agreed that Pacific
Source insurance would be better for the County; Stubbs also agreed with changing to Pacific
Source.
The Board accepted the recommendations made by Stubbs and the clerks.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to move from Blue Cross to Pacific
Source insurance based on less of a rate increase this year, a guaranteed rate next year, and better
personal service as brought forth by testimony. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
Stubbs recommended that the County remain with Dental Blue Connect.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to stay with Dental Blue Cross Connect
Blue Cross Dental. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
DECISION––AGROPUR TAX EXEMPTIONS
Present were Assessor Mark Swenson and Attorney Mike Seib. Also present were Rebecca
Crilly (by speakerphone) and Eric Gracida, both representing Agropur.
The Commissioners had received additional information from Agropur regarding pollution
control, as requested on July 12, in reference to a tax exemption application. They discussed with
Mike Seib separating $8 million from Agropur’s $34 million application per State Code 63602NN to be granted under 63-602P for pollution control.
Rebecca Crilly and Eric Gracida both agreed that it would be best to separate the two
applications.
Commissioner Crouch proposed tax reductions for both pollution control efforts and
real/personal property exemptions.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve tax exemptions for Agropur,
with $8 million under 63-602P that qualifies under wastewater pollution control; starting in
2022, the exemption would be for $26 million of real and personal property under 63-602NN for
expansion and upgrades with the following schedule: first year, 70 percent; second year, 60
percent; third year, 50 percent; fourth year, 40 percent; and the fifth year, 30 percent. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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 Commissioner Howell reminded Crilly that a yearly report to the Commissioners would
be required to continue with the exemptions.

MIKE SEIB, GEORGE OPPEDYK, AND ROB GRANT––WILSON LAKE ORDINANCE
Present were Sheriff George Oppedyk, Attorney Mike Seib, Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober,
Assessor Mark Swenson, Coroner Gerald Brant, and Extension Educator Steve Hines. Also
present was Rob Grant, director of the Valley Recreation District.
Sheriff Oppedyk said he had met with Rob Grant and Commissioner Crozier about overnight
camping at Wilson Lake and that their consensus was to prohibit it.
Rob Grant said the campground was becoming dangerous, and the sheriff said calls for responses
from his office had increased.
Discussion ensued about writing an ordinance to limit camping.
Mike Seib advised that Valley Recreation District controls the land and thus has the authority to
write the rules for it. He said that if a party violated a no-camping rule, it would be guilty of
trespassing. He counseled that the recreation district could have an agreement with the sheriff’s
office to patrol the park.
 Grant said the District would close camping for now but that use of the lake would still
be open.
BUDGET WORKSHOP WITH DEPARTMENT HEADS
Present were Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim,
Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt, Prosecutor Mike Seib, Sheriff George
Oppedyk, Fair Manager Andrea Wiesenmeyer, Airport Manager Tim Larson, Misdemeanor
Probation Administrator Deserae Jones, Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson, Extension
Educator Steve Hines, Assessor Mark Swenson, Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober, Coroner
Gerald Brant, Veterans Service Officer/Community Guardians Coordinator Christine
McGuire, and Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall.
Tracee McKim told the department heads that the proposed FY 2021-22 budget would include
wage increases as market adjustments according to the following schedule: employees currently
earning under $40,000 would receive nine percent wage increases; $40,001 to $54,999 seven
percent increases; and over $50,000, five percent. She said the formula would allow for
employees to receive approximately the same amount in monthly increases. Elected officials
would gain five percent increases.
McKim said department “B” budgets were kept at about the same as requested.
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Michelle Emerson stated that the Commissioners had determined to change the County medical
insurance from Blue Cross to Pacific Source effective October 1, 2021. She said that benefits
would remain the same or better and that the County would renew its current dental insurance.
Nancy Marshall thanked the Commissioners for raising salaries.
McKim informed that spouses still would not have the option to be covered with County
insurance. She said that new health, vision, and dental cards would be issued.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Employee Manual Resolution for Juneteenth: This matter was continued.
Airport Bylaws: Commissioner Crouch said he would send Mike Seib a sample of airport
bylaws from another county.
Memorandum Decision for Standlee S Railway Zone Change: Seib advised that he may write
an abbreviated decision for the uncontested zone change.
Yingst Grade Ordinance: Seib advised about an ordinance he was developing to close Yingst
Grade as well as its parking lot.
Family Members Participating in a Tax Deed Auction: Seib counseled that close relatives of
any Commissioner would not be eligible to purchase property deemed as a tax deed by the
Commissioners.
Meeting recessed at 4:50 P.M.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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