JEROME COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Monday, July 19, 2021
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported from his County activities the previous week in addition to the
Commissioners’ weekly meeting. (1) He had attended an Eden City Council meeting where Eden
officials were excited about repairs on Highway 25 as well as a full-time County code
enforcement officer in the next budget year.
(2) Fair Board directors had prepared for the Jerome County Fair & Rodeo August 9-14 at a Fair
Board meeting. (3) Curtis Johnson was named as mental health advocate Citizen of the Year by
the South Central Behavioral Health Board.
(4) A meeting including the sheriff and deputies, a Bureau of Land Management representative,
and the chairman of the Valley Recreation District had met to discuss what rules could improve
conditions at Wilson Lake; limiting use of the facilities at the Lake to day use only was
determined as the best solution.
(5) The Tri-county Community Guardians meeting featured a guest speaker, possible wards, and
recruitment efforts. (6) Commissioner Crozier had seen vintage aircraft when the Northwest Air
Tour flew into the Jerome Airport for a lunch break co-hosted by Precision Aviation.
(7) Topics included at a meeting of the Tri-county Noxious Weed Commission included an Idaho
State Department of Agriculture grant, biological weed control, new guidelines from the Union
Pacific Railroad, and a Bureau of Land Management contract. And (8) the annual dinner meeting
of the South Central Community Action Partnership had included reports, committees re-seated,
and officers re-elected.
Commissioner Howell told of meetings he had attended. (1) Adaptive Recovery, the number of
coronavirus cases is increasing, and St. Luke’s and St. Alphonsus hospitals are requiring
employees to be vaccinated; (2) Fair Board, he commented about a letter regarding him; (3) He
had learned of damaged or missing signs in the Snake River Canyons Park and had reported
them to the Park board chairman;
(4) SIRCOMM, directors discussed raising wages to market value; and (5) he had deliberated
with the chairman of the Idaho Dairymen’s Association and a Gooding County commissioner
about developing a multi-county agreement for transferring animal units from one animal
confinement unit to another.
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Commissioner Crouch––(1) He had met with the Joe Mama’s Car Show board of directors about
attracting more visitors to the Show upcoming on August 14; (2) Jerome 20/20, the organization
had donated more prize money for the rodeo, with another kick-off event for the Jerome Fair and
Rodeo planned for August 3; (3) Jerome Chamber of Commerce board meeting, directors
discussed with community members the role of the Chamber board of directors;
(4) Christmas in Jerome, committee members had brainstormed on ways to make the celebration
more of a family event; (5) Live After Five, organizers had planned for the event kicking off the
Fair on August 6; and (6) He had reported County business at a Republican Central Committee
meeting.
SIGN LEASE TERMINATION FOR TED ABBOT
The Board signed a Termination of Lease Agreement between Jerome County and Ted Abbott. It
had been signed by Abbott on July 13 to terminate immediately his lease of a hangar at the
Jerome Airport.
SIGN M2 CONTRACT AMENDMENT
The Commissioners were in receipt of a Master Usage Amendment from M2 Automation. The
company had offered three additional months of service free of charge preceding a contract
signed by the Board on June 21 for maintenance of a security system at the jail. The additional
months would be before the original contract begins on October 1.
SIGN LETTER REGARDING BEEHIVE UNITS
Signing a letter regarding beehive units was continued until July 26.
COURTHOUSE PLUMBING
Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson was present. He had advised the Commissioners of a
bad odor coming from the water in some of the sinks at the Courthouse. He had suggested hiring
a plumber to track piping to determine if stagnant water from the jail no longer used could be
causing the problem.
 The Board agreed to hire a plumber to assess the source of the odor.
MEETINGS FOLLOWING MONDAY HOLIDAYS
The Commissioners determined to meet on September 7 following Labor Day but not to meet on
October 12 after the Columbus Day federal holiday.
APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Commissioners signed Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Christine
McGuire, and Mario Umana for the July 4, 2021, through July 19, 2021, payroll period.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
Commissioners signed claims for the July 13, 2021, to July 19, 2021, payroll cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated July 16, 2021, for the Indigent Fund, with a
grand total of $3,841.11
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated July 16, 2021, with a grand total of
$123,651.65 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, Fair Capital,
Revaluation, and Auditor’s Trust.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed a leave request for Mario Umana.
The Board signed a Retail Alcoholic Beverage License for CNC, LLC, dba Si! Senor Taqueria,
Jerome.
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change form to hire McKenlie Kendall as part-time
seasonal help in the 4-H extension office.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated July 14, 2021, for the Insurance Deductible
Trust Fund, with a grand total of $4,050.50.
GUY STUBBS––HEALTH INSURANCE
Present were Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim,
and
Payroll Clerk Charry Cushman. Also present was Guy Stubbs, County medical insurance agent.
Guy Stubbs brought the Commissioners paperwork showing the benefits offered by three
insurance companies. He said Blue Cross, as the County’s current health insurance provider, had
quoted a 19 percent raise in premiums but that Pacific Source had offered only a 12 percent
increase as well as additional benefits. A Regence quote was significantly higher, while Select
Health declined to quote.
Stubbs said Blue Cross had subsequently lowered its quote to an 11 percent increase.
Michelle Emerson expressed that she would like Blue Cross to give the actual amounts of its
lowest quote. She said the County savings would be in the second year with Pacific Source
because that company was guaranteeing no rate increase, while Blue Cross would not make that
guarantee for the second year.
Commissioners Howell and Crozier favored staying with Blue Cross. Commissioner Howell said
wellness incentives offered by Pacific Source could be offered in house.
 Deciding which health insurance company to use in FY 2021-22 was continued until July
26.
MIKE TYLKA––SNAKE RIVER CANYONS PARK UPDATE
Mike Tylka, as chairman of the Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board, was present.
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Mike Tylka reported that the Park Board was updating its Five Year Plan for enhancing the
opportunities for recreation in the Park. He said the Plan would be shortened and would be a
living document as improvements were accomplished.
Tylka stated there was still an open volunteer position on the Park Managing Board and asked
that the Commissioners post the opening on its Website.
Tylka informed the Board that disc golf equipment had been ordered and that the foot golf
equipment had been received. He said the all the equipment had cost $9,500 out of $14,000
approved by the Commissioners on May 17 and requested that he use the remainder to gravel a
parking lot at the beginning of the golf course.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to appropriate $4,000 for the foot and disc
golf course in the Snake River Canyons Park. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Tylka suggested that a temporary solution to illegal shooting in the Park could be to erect six
signs along the 700 East Road, stating “Shooting This Side.”
Tylka asked if the Commissioners would desire a gate at the top of Yingst Grade after adopting
an ordinance closing the grade after dark. The Commissioners decided they would rather erect a
sign than closing the grade with a gate.
Tylka gave the Board a letter from the Bureau of Land Management offering to help create
native plant/pollinator gardens by trailheads by coordinating with plat selection and supply.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present by speakerphone were Tanya Stitt, County emergency management director; Toni
Carver, Heritage Academy; and Linda Montgomery, Brenda Mason, and Josh Jensen
representing the South Central Public Health District.
Josh Jensen reported 16 new cases of the coronavirus in Jerome County within the last week,
compared to 14 in the previous week. He said the 30 cases so far in July compare to 95 during
the same period in 2020. He stated the number of cases had also increased within the eightcounty Health District but was lower than in July of 2020.
Jensen said the positivity rate in Jerome County is three percent, and in the District, four percent.
He added the County and District remain in the minimal risk category for contracting the virus.
Jensen told of virus variances detected in Idaho and said there was an increase in hospital
admissions due to the coronavirus but that hospital capacity was satisfactory.
Jensen said 96 percent of new cases were unvaccinated individuals. He reported vaccination rates
are low, increasing from 36 to 37 percent in Jerome County. Jensen stated that the vaccine,
which is accessible and free, is the only weapon against the virus.
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Commissioner Crozier asked if Jensen believed the populace was becoming too casual about the
virus, and Josh agreed it was.
Linda Montgomery asked if there were any restrictions or shut downs due to the virus, and
Brenda Mason said there were not.
TANYA STITT––EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT UPDATE
Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt was present.
Tanya Stitt told of CARES (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security) projects
underway. She gave specifics about updating the communications tower at the sheriff’s office
and said equipment for the emergency operations centers and the Commissioners’ boardroom as
well as a new vehicle had been ordered.
Stitt said the County’s legal counsel had reviewed a contractor’s contract for the All-Hazard
Mitigation Plan; funds were set aside in the Grants Management System, and scoping and
building a planning team would be done soon.
Stitt said LEPC (Local Emergency Planning Committee) and monthly emergency management
meetings are resuming. She stated she was also inputting grant buildouts, to be completed by the
end of the week.
ADEANNA JENKINS––TRUE WEST BEEF GRANT
Adeanna Jenkins and David Rasmussen, both representing Region IV Development, were
present.
Grant Administration Contract: Adeanna Jenkins presented for signature a contract approved
by the Idaho Department of Commerce between Jerome County and the Region IV Development
Association to receive grant funds to help provide electrical power services to True West Beef
currently locating in Jerome County.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell for the chair to sign the Grant
Administration Contract between Jerome County and Region IV Development for the purpose of
the Rural Community Investment Fund Program. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
Job Creation Agreement: Jenkins told the Board that the establishment of True West Beef in
Jerome County would create 387 jobs but that the first 100 jobs would satisfy the requirements
of the above-mentioned grant. She said the first 100 employees would be hired at least by
February of 2023.
Commissioner Howell asked about the employee salary ranges. Jenkins said the salaries would
be confidential.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to sign the Job Creation Agreement to
support the development of True West Beef with the first phase of 100 full-time jobs to fulfill the
grant requirements. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Meeting recessed at 11: 47 A.M.
Meeting reconvened 2 P.M.
AGROPUR TAX EXEMPTION DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE DECISION
The Commissioners did not deliberate on a tax exemption application submitted by Agropur
because the company was not prepared with requested information. The matter was continued
until July 26.
PUBLIC HEARING––ZONING MAP AMENDMENT (recorded)
Present were Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall and Assistant Kacie Buhler as
well as Attorney Mike Seib. Also present was David Thibault, EHM Engineers.
Those wishing to testify were sworn in.
APPLICANT
David Thibault testified representing the Standlee S Railway Industrial Park on US Highway 93.
He requested a zoning map amendment from A1 Agriculture to CC Commercial Corridor. He
named businesses already located adjacent or near the property in question and said the business
park was ready to expand.
Thibault asked the Board to agree with the Planning and Zoning Commission recommendation to
change the zone and said he agreed with the staff report.
There were no questions from the Board.
STAFF
Nancy Marshall gave the procedural history of the application for rezoning. She explained that
approximately half of a 50-acre parcel had been rezoned commercial in 2006 but that the other
half was left agricultural because at that time the Future Land Use Map in the Comprehensive
Plan showed only the first quarter mile to be commercial. She said the Comprehensive Plan
subsequently had been updated.
Marshall stated that rezoning should be approved if (1) the rezone and the uses that it provides
are consistent with surrounding uses or the surrounding zoning, (2) it is in the public’s interest,
and (3) if rezoning is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.
There were no questions from the Board.
IN FAVOR
No one from the public was present to testify in favor of the zoning change.
IN OPPOSITION
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No one from the public was present to testify in opposition of the zoning change.
NEUTRAL
No one from the public was neutral to the zoning change.
REBUTTAL
Commissioner Howell asked Thibault to explain the water rights to the property to be rezoned.
Thibault used an overhead map to clarify why the historic drainage could not be removed; he
said an eventual pressurized water system would need the drainage.
Thibault stated that the highway accessing the property is designed to handle additional traffic,
with both right and left turn lanes. He added that a railway is also available to the property.
Commissioner Crouch closed the evidentiary portion of the public hearing.
DISCUSSION
Commissioner Crozier stated he believed rezoning would be consistent with the Comprehensive
Plan and in the public interest.
Commissioner Crouch said approving the rezoning would answer positively the three questions
posed by the planning and zoning administrator.
Commissioner Howell concurred with rezoning and said he had wondered why two zones had
been left on one piece of property when it was originally rezoned.
Commissioner Crouch recessed the hearing pending a written decision from legal counsel.
LARRY HALL, ARLEN CROUCH, AND JOE DAVIDSON––SUPPORT FOR THE
JEROME COUNTY FAIR
Present were Joe Davidson, Larry Hall, and Arlen Crouch.
Joe Davidson expressed that more prize money would bring better animals and better cowboys to
the Jerome Fair and Rodeo and asked that the County contribute $10,000 along with $10,000
contributed by Jerome 20/20.
Arlen Crouch stated it takes $64,000 to run the rodeo each year. He said Jerome is a good
location to attract heavier competition.
Larry Hall said each cowboy would receive a $4,000 bonus for each event in which he competed.
 Davidson asked if the Board would vote on whether to contribute, but Commissioner
Howell said the request was not an action item on the agenda, and a decision was delayed until
July 26.
Davidson, Crouch, and Hall were excused.
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Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson was present. He advised the Board that the price of
replacing windows in the older section of the Courthouse had increased so that only two could be
replaced in the current fiscal year.
 It was determined to purchase all the windows needed because the color will not be
available in the future and to increase next year’s budget for the labor to install the windows.
Discussion followed on where to store the 16 units.
BUDGET WORKSHOP
Present were Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim,
and Fair Manager Andrea Wiesenmeyer.
Fair: Tracee McKim stated the proposed Fair budget for FY 2021-22 needed to be reduced by
$25,000 in order to stay under the levy limit for the Fair. She discussed with Andrea
Wiesenmeyer where to reduce the budget. They agreed on reducing Salaries, Retirement,
Medical Insurance, Insurance Liability, Fair Security, Maintenance, and Miscellaneous Expenses
and Racing Funds, which amounted to a little over $25,000.
McKim stated the audit of Fair funds indicated a cash balance. Wiesenmeyer said she did not
show a cash balance because funds are transferred into a contingency investment fund through
the State of Idaho each year.
 Wiesenmeyer said she would discover why the Insurance Liability budget line was
established but not used.
Wiesenmeyer was excused.
Salaries: The Commissioners readdressed from June 21 their salary requests for FY 2021-22 and
considered the salaries of commissioners in other Idaho counties. They determined to increase
their wages by $600 a month rather than $1,000 and to increase their stipends for phones and
mileage to $250 per month because of higher gasoline prices.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
The Board was in receipt of a resolution stating that Jerome County will close its offices in
recognition of the new federal holiday, Juneteenth.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to adopt Resolution 2021-23 recognizing
the Juneteenth holiday. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
RESOLUTION NUMBER 2021-23
A RESOLUTION OF JEROME COUNTY, IDAHO, RECOGNIZING JUNE 19TH AS A NEW HOLIDAY
TO BE KNOWN AND OBSERVED AS “JUNETEENTH”; SETTING FORTH AND INCORPORATING
UNDERLYING RECITALS; DIRECTING ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF TOWARDS IMPLEMENTATION;
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
RECITALS:
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WHEREAS, Juneteenth celebrates the end of slavery in the United States, and it is also known as Emancipation
Day; and
WHEREAS, on June 19, 1865, Major General Gordon Granger arrived in Galveston, Texas, and announced the
end of the Civil War and the end of slavery. Although the Emancipation Proclamation came more than two years earlier
on January 1, 1863, many slave owners continued to hold their slaves captive after the announcement, so Juneteenth
became a symbolic date representing African American freedom; and
WHEREAS, all citizens of Jerome County honor the countless contributions made by African Americans to the
region, state, and nation; and
WHEREAS, Juneteenth marks the celebration of not just a moment in the past but also a renewed shared
commitment to uniting as Americans to ensure equality and opportunity as a reality for all Americans, in the present and
the future; and
WHEREAS, the United States Congress passed the Juneteenth National Independence Day Act recognizing
June 19 as a legal public holiday, which the President of the United States, Joseph R. Biden, Jr., signed into law on June
17, 2021; and
WHEREAS, Brad Little, Governor of the State of Idaho, pursuant to Idaho Codes §§ 73-108 and 67-5302, did
recognize June 19 as a legal public State holiday and signed such recognition into law on June 17, 2021;
WHEREAS, pursuant to Idaho Codes §§ 73-108 and 67-5302, Saturday, June 19, 2021, was a new holiday
recognized and observed by the State of Idaho.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF JEROME
COUNTY, IDAHO, AS FOLLOWS:
1.

June 19th is a new holiday recognized and observed by the County of Jerome, State of Idaho, to be
known as “Juneteenth”.

2.

In observance of Juneteenth, County offices will be closed pursuant to Idaho Code.

3.

The above recitals are hereby incorporated into this resolution.

4.

Administrative staff and agents of Jerome County are hereby directed to take such actions as may
be necessary to implement the provisions of this resolution.

5.

This resolution shall be effective upon its approval and passage by the Jerome County Board of
Commissioners.

Approved and adopted as a resolution of Jerome County by the Board of County Commissioners on this
19th day of July 2021.
ATTEST:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

/s/ Michelle Emerson
Michelle Emerson, Clerk

/s/ A. Ben Crouch
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

(SEAL)

/s/ John Crozier
John Crozier, Commissioner
/s/ Charles M. Howell
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of June 30 as read
and July 12 as amended. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
A new third paragraph was added on Page 8 of the July 12 minutes under “Agropur Tax
Exemption Decision” as follows: Both Commissioners Crouch and Crozier asked questions
regarding the progress of a memo requested of Agropur previously to outline its odor resolution
plan at the Jerome plant. It was not available, and plant representatives were asked to have it
ready for the Commissioners’ July 19 meeting.
Another amendment to the July 12 minutes was as follows: During Mike Seib’s time, a letter
addressed to him from Ted Larson, fair board legal counsel, was presented. It mentioned Lana
Parker creating a fuss on social media concerning the conditions at the fairgrounds, including
but not limited to posting of a statement that one of the fair board members was on probation as
said from a Commissioner to her, the grounds and equipment were in disrepair, and she had
been treated rudely from the manager––this was mainly contributed to a commissioner relating
the information to Lana, and the “commissioner” was Commissioner Howell, and the board
member was Bryant Nelson.
Upon discussing the contents of the letter, Commissioner Howell stressed he had had no
communication with Lana since late April and then six months before that. When asked, Mr. Seib
did not understand the purpose of the letter or what it was asking for, and no laws were violated
as board members were volunteers and serve at the discretion of the Commissioners even if the
information had been released by a commissioner. No action was taken concerning the matter as
it appeared nothing was asked for in the letter, and no redress from requested.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Dismissed was Case No.
2021-008.
Meeting adjourned at 5:03 P.M.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
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Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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