JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, July 18, 2022
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crouch reported from the Idaho Republican Convention held in Twin Falls the
previous week. He said delegates had made amendments to the party’s platform and were
unequivocally against abortion.
Commissioner Crouch had also attended an Airport Advisory Board meeting and said detailed
maps would show a runway extension to be included in the Master Plan for the Jerome Airport.
Commissioner Crouch informed that he had spoken at the Wendell senior center about the use of
ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) funds; had attended the 40th anniversary recognition of Rich
Thompson Trucking along with the other two Commissioners; and was present at a Keep Idaho
Red Rally.
All the Commissioners had toured the National Guard Armory facility on the Jerome County
Fairgrounds. Commissioner Crouch said the building offered abundant office and storage space
and that the Idaho Department of Lands would be involved in setting a sale price. Commissioner
Howell believed purchasing the half of the facility that the County does not own would be too
good of an opportunity to miss; he said there would be minimal reconstruction costs for
occupation of offices by extension and fair personnel.
Commissioner Howell reported from a Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board meeting
where the National Guard had spoken of its plan to relocate both its Jerome locations along
Highway 93. He said the main access to the facility would be from Highway 93 and that the 600
South Road was not part of the project.
Commissioner Howell told the Board the SIRCOMM (emergency communications) board had
hired a new deputy director but that the appointment had left a dispatcher vacancy. He stated that
no 911 calls were missed even though an automatic switch to Twin Falls did not work when the
SIRCOMM lines were down the previous week.
Commissioner Howell had toured the future tower site for AT&T on Idaho Department of Lands
property near a proposed overlook site. He had also talked with Rob Grant as the director of the
Valley Recreation District about ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) funds to improve the well
at Wilson Lake.
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Commissioner Howell said he had visited the True West Beef pond sites and had learned they
were irrigation retention ponds. Following a Board of Equalization decision, Commissioner
Howell had spoken with the County treasurer about the difference in taxes for ag land or
undeveloped subdivisions.
Commissioner Crozier reported from a Fair Board meeting that a concert performer had
cancelled but had been replaced. He said directors were disappointed that the garden area west of
the extension building had not been removed. He also said that a fire inspection had shown a
deficiency in the alarm system for the Messersmith Building and that lease agreements for the
concession stands needed attention, which matters were on the Commissioners’ agenda for
discussion that day.
Commissioner Crozier had attended a Jerome 20/20 economic development meeting, which
featured a presentation from the Idaho Department of Transportation about highway projects
affecting the County.
Commissioner Crozier stated directors at a Behavioral Health board meeting had elected
executive committee members and had discussed upcoming events. He reported a new “988”
suicide prevention number was in effect.
Commissioner Crozier had helped interview six applicants for the tri-county noxious weed
superintendent, one of which was chosen to begin October 3.
Commissioner Crozier had also attended a meeting sponsored by Stop Lava Ridge featuring
several local speakers in opposition to the proposed wind farm and had attended the Historical
Society’s annual potluck picnic. On Saturday he had participated in a work day at the
Fairgrounds, where most of the garden by the extension office was removed.
All the Commissioners said they had spoken with various citizens about both the proposed wind
farm project and the recently established Half-way house in Jerome County.
APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Board approved Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Scott Denning, Deserae Jones, Tanya
Stitt, and Mario Umana.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
Commissioners signed claims for the July 11, 2022, to July 18, 2022, claim cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Commissioner Howell was not present.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated July 15, 2022, with a grand total of
$166,208.22 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Justice, Election
Consolidation, Revaluation, Drug Trust, and Court Trust-Odyssey.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed a Retail Alcoholic Beverage License for D. Mark Ridley dba Ridley’s Family
Market, Inc., Jerome.
The Board noted that it had notified Sheriff George Oppedyk to hire an architect to write plans
for a third jail pod because the Commissioners had approved $1,250,000 from ARPA (American
Rescue Plan Act) funds for the additional pod.
The Board signed three leave requests for Brent Culbertson.
The Board signed Employee Wage Change forms to increase the salaries of Deputy Sheriff Rick
Bohling because of a promotion to lieutenant; and to increase the salaries of Prosecutor Mike
Seib and deputy prosecutors Sandra Scott and Laurel McCord, as requested by the
Commissioners to make wages comparable with other prosecutor offices in the Fifth Judicial
District.
Commissioner Crouch reported he had authorized the replacement of a water valve at the Jerome
Airport for $1,080 the previous week.
CY LOOTENS—APPROVE PRECINCTS FOR AUGUST 30 ELECTION
Deputy Clerk/Elections Specialist Cy Lootens and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson
were present.
Cy Lootens presented designated polling places for an upcoming Jerome school district election
on August 30. He said the election would be for a $12 million bond to upgrade Jefferson
Elementary School. He added that the only change in precinct polling places would be that Eden
and Hazelton precincts would vote at the Courthouse, explaining that no one currently lives in
those precincts that are part of the Jerome school district.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the polling places as
designated for the upcoming school bond, with a note to move the Eden/Hazelton voting to the
Courthouse. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
MIRIAM HERNANDEZ—TAX PENALTIES AND INTEREST
Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober and Veterans Service Officer/Board of Community Guardians
Coordinator Scott Denning were present. Also present was Miriam Hernandez.
Miriam Hernandez said she had spoken with the Commissioners in April about waiving penalties
and interest fees if she caught up on paying 2019 taxes.
Tevian-Ekren Kober stated that Hernandez had paid $1,549.36 in June for 2019 taxes.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to waive penalties and interest of $977.72
for 2019, 2020, and 2021 for Miriam Hernandez. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
 Commissioner Howell asked Hernandez to visit with the treasurer about setting up a
payment schedule to catch up the 2020 and 2021 taxes.
SCOTT DENNING—VETERANS AND GUARDIANS REPORTS
Veterans Service Officer/Board of Community Guardians Coordinator Scott Denning was
present.
Scott Denning presented the Board a written report regarding his services for veterans and
guardian wards.
Veterans: Scott Denning reported he had assisted 16 veterans with new claims, submitted
appeals on old claims, and had helped with receiving housing, funeral, VHA (veterans health
assistance), and child benefits.
Guardians: Denning provided the Commissioners two applications for volunteers to serve on
the Board of Community Guardians. He said he would call a meeting of the Board of Guardians
to accept the applications and then return to the Board to ask for appointments.
Denning told about current wards of the guardians program. He had visited one, submitting an
annual report on her; and had received a report about another one, who had fallen but was
recovering. He said he could not visit her because she was in isolation from exposure to COVID.
Denning told the Board he had not been able to stay in contact with a person in Hazelton who
was receiving food boxes. He said the sheriff’s office had warned him the person was a safety
risk, and when he offered to deliver a food box at a store in Hazelton, he had not received a
response.
MICHELLE EMERSON—IT AND COMPUTER ARTS
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim, and System
Administrator Cody Westover were present.
Tracee McKim reported that Computer Arts was no longer sending system support technicians to
Jerome County. She gave the Board a proposal to join Custer, Gooding, and Power Counties to
hire a technical support person. She said the support would be virtual, and she did not
recommend joining with the other counties.
McKim said the County system administrator, Cody Westover, could handle the services
formerly offered by Computer Arts but that he would need help for the smaller tasks to keep the
County computer systems running. She said an additional employee could currently be hired
from County reserve funds.
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Commissioner Crouch asked Westover about his workload. He said he would now have to work
on the servers formerly done by Computer Arts. McKim stated that Westover would experience
a large learning curve within the next year.
 Michelle Emerson said she would consult the County attorney about reducing next year’s
contract with Computer Arts to service software because of the technician hours the County has
not received under the current contract.
 It was determined that Westover would investigate replacing Computer Arts in the
coming year.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to hire a new IT person to help Cody
Westover as discussed, to look seriously into replacing Computer Arts, and to re-evaluate IT
workloads in six months. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
DISCUSSION—FAIRGROUNDS MATTERS
Present was University of Idaho Extension Educator/County Chair Steve Hines.
Extension Office Garden: Commissioner Crozier said he was hesitant about removing the
garden west of the extension office but that volunteers had removed most of it during a work day
the previous Saturday.
Steve Hines agreed with the removal of the garden, saying it was an eyesore, and he also
requested removal of lilac bushes on the south side of the extension building.
 Commissioner Crozier said he would meet with the work crew again on Saturday to
continue clearing the garden area.
Hines was excused.
Fire Alarms at the Fairgrounds: The Board was in receipt of a quote from New Tech Security
to upgrade the fire alarm system for the Messersmith Building at the Fairgrounds.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the expense of $4,744.70 to
upgrade the fire alarm system to code at the Jerome County Fairgrounds. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
Fairground Lease Agreements: Commissioner Crozier reported that the fair manager had
requested standardized agreements for the lease of concession stands at the Fairgrounds.
Commissioner Howell read from the memorandum between the County and the Fair that stated
that the Fair Board oversees all lease agreements and business management of the Fair.
Meeting recessed at 11:55 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:15 P.M.
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DAVID AND MICHELLE LUKE—TAX PENALTIES AND INTEREST (by speakerphone)
Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober was present. Present by speakerphone was Michelle Luke.
Michelle Luke told the Board that she had sold a house and that the second half of taxes due had
not been paid at closing. She asked forgiveness of penalties and interest fees, saying she did not
know taxes were due because the mortgage company had been paying them.
Tevian-Ekren Kober said the property tax bill sent to the Lukes in November would have had the
due dates of December and June on it. She said since the property still had the bank code on it in
June that a reminder notice had not been sent to the Lukes.
Commissioner Howell asked Luke if she would pay the taxes due if the Board would forgive the
late fees, to which she agreed.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to waive penalties and interest fees upon
payment of $961.77 by July 22 at 4:30 P.M. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
MICHELLE EMERSON AND TRACEE McKIM—CLERK MATTERS
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim were present.
New windows for the clerk’s office: Michelle Emerson explained that the seals were broken on
the windows in her office in the newer portion of the Courthouse and that they needed to be
replaced.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the purchase of windows for
the clerk’s office in the Courthouse for $4,315. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
Budget Workshop: The Board asked that the FY 2022-23 budget include a total of $100,000 to
help fund two Quick Response Units.
The Commissioners discussed the ambulance contract with St. Luke’s, which allows a three
percent contract increase each year.
The Board said four new employees would be needed when the new jail pod is expected to be
completed in 2023.
It was determined to set the SIRCOMM (emergency communications) budget amount after the
agency’s budget hearing on July 27.
The Commissioners desired to budget funds to help with employee retention. They agreed to
budget $50 for each employee, to be awarded as determined by department heads with funds in
their budgets in an Employee Appreciation budget line.
It was determined to take out the $10,000 Discretionary Miscellaneous Funding budget line in
the General Fund (current expense, 0001-18) and put $5,000 in a new Charity budget line (0001Monday, July 18, 2022
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16) under Discretionary Miscellaneous Funding (0559-0012) and $5,000 into the
Commissioners’ Employee Appreciation budget line (0001-05) under Employee Appreciation
(0550-0016).
[Diane Meeks was present, and the Board allowed her to express her concern about the proposed
Lava Ridge Wind Project. Commissioner Crouch said the Board was awaiting an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) from the Bureau of Land Management, which agency would be deciding
on whether to allow the project or to modify its proposal. He said the public would also have a
three-month comment period after the EIS is released.
 Commissioner Crouch said he would put a timeline regarding the wind project on the
County website.]
Budget Workshop, Continued: Tracee McKim told the Board that the County was guaranteed a
maximum rate increase for medical insurance with Pacific Source and that no other company
was willing to offer a quote because of the County’s claim history through the past year. She said
Pacific Source was offering changes to its accident and short-term disability policy with no
charge to the County.
The Board considered funding for new grandstands at the Fairgrounds or the purchase of the
National Guard armory property on the Fairgrounds when it becomes available. Commissioner
Crozier said the County has the first right of refusal for the armory property and would not let
any other entity purchase it. He expressed a liability concern about the condition of the current
grandstands and said the County needed to deal with both issues.
McKim asked if funds that will become available to the County after the closing of a City of
Jerome Urban Renewal district could be used for the grandstands. She also suggested funding
available from the Rural Development Agency and Region IV Development.
Emerson said the Fair operates at its levy limit, and the Board questioned whether the Fair Board
could bring forward funds into its new budget.
The tentative budget showed three lines reduced in the General Justice Fund—Supplies-Copy
Machine, Law Library, and Contract Software Support. Increased budget lines were UtilitiesElectric/Gas, Capital Crimes Defense, Contingency, Contracts-E911 Service, and Capital
Expenditures. New budget lines were for Jail-Medical Other, and Contract-Jail Medical. McKim
said $565,000 was left in CARES (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security) funding.
The Protective Hold/Mental Health line was eliminated.
TANYA STITT—EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT REPORT
Tanya Stitt and Kirsten Howard, Office of Emergency Management director and coordinator,
respectively, were present.
Tanya Stitt asked if the Board had decided about risk management for County offices.
 The Board said it would discuss the matter again with the clerk’s office.
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Stitt thanked the Board for closing County offices for two hours for an employee picnic on July
11.
Stitt said an audit of CARES (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security) funds had shown
a remaining award amount between $400,000 and $500,000.
 The Commissioners expressed that they would like to use some of the funds for extra
hand-washing stations on the Fairgrounds.
Stitt said she did not have Wi-Fi in her office.
The Board continued Stitt’s remaining topics of discussion until July 25.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Social Services Director Kim Drury was present.
 3:01 P.M. – A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to go into executive session per
Idaho Code 74-206(1)(d) to hear an indigent appeal. It was seconded and carried with a
unanimous roll call vote.
3:37 P.M. – Return to open session.
 The Board determined to take its decision of whether to uphold the denial of Case No.
2122-008 under advisement with the County legal counsel and notify the hospital in writing of
its decision within 30 days.
TRACEE McKIM—CLERK MATTERS
Present were Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim, Clerk Michelle Emerson, Deputy Clerk/Social
Services Director Kim Drury, and Attorney Mike Seib.
Following up from January 24, the Board determined to ask Deputy Clerk Cy Lootens and
Assessor Mark Swenson to serve on a safety committee.
ARPA Funding Update: Tracee McKim reported the County had received the second half of
ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) funds of approximately $2.4 million.
Wilson Lake Well Project: McKim said she could use the County federal identification number
for the Wilson Lake well project because the Valley Recreation District needed a physical
address in order to receive its own number. Other projects that were ready for dispersal, with
receipts to be received, were: the water usage study for Eden, the jail final pod start-up, the old
jail clear-out, and the Jerome American Legion Hall.
Broken Bridge Project: McKim said that the Jerome 20/20 executive director was still
endeavoring to receive the federal identification number and needed to fill out a new application
with the County for ARPA funds.
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Fairgrounds Outdoor Seating: McKim said the County is still waiting for an application from the
Fair and that its identification number is under Jerome County.
Eden American Legion: McKim was still waiting for an application and identification number.
Body Armor for the sheriff’s office: McKim was still waiting for an application.
 Eden/Hazelton Community Center: A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to
earmark $100,000 ARPA funds to be used for the development of a Senior/Recreation Center
building for the Eden/Hazelton area, contingent upon receiving other funds. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
Lumen (Century Link) Services at the Sheriff’s Office: McKim told the Board of a
termination fee for changing internet service from Lumen to PMT.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to pay the amount of $3,711.75 to
terminate the contract with Lumen/Century Link to end its internet service to the sheriff’s office.
It was seconded grudgingly, and carried with unanimous ayes.
MIKE SEIB—LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib and Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober were present. Also present were Tami
Gooding, realtor; and Keith Mills, Hillsdale Highway District.
County-owned Eden Property: Tami Gooding stated she had sent letters and talked to eleven
out of sixteen property owners in a subdivision the County had discussed with her on April 4.
She explained that there were persons who would like to sell and persons who would like to buy
lots in the subdivision but that there was no access to them. Gooding said an original property
owner had put in a lane, but after he passed away it had been eliminated.
Keith Mills said the Hillsdale Highway District has an easement and that property owners could
build a road, and if it were built to highway district standards, the owners could petition the
district to maintain it.
Mike Seib advised the public could use an easement if it were granted for public use, but if it
were given to a property owner, then he could prohibit use of the easement. Mills said that
although the highway district has an easement, property rights go to the center of a road.
Gooding referred to a map, where she believed there were easements.
 Commissioner Crouch said the easement was not recorded before the original property
owner passed away, and the new owner had erected a private property sign. He said he would
research the easements.
Seib said it is illegal to landlock other property owners and that an easement could be forced.
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Fireworks Ordinance: Commissioner Crouch believed the fireworks sellers desiring an update
of the County fireworks ordinance would return to the Board with a draft of the changes they
wanted.
Seib counseled the County could make its fireworks laws more restrictive if they did not conflict
with State laws.
Coroner/Armory: Commissioner Crouch suggested adding a coroner office in the National
Guard Armory facility if the County is able to purchase it.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of July 11 as read.
It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Commissioner Howell was not present but
had signed the minutes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Approved was Case No.
1819-015. Commissioner Howell was not present.
Meeting adjourned at 4:55 P.M.
Respectively submitted:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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