JEROME COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Monday, July 12, 2021
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported from attending a Community Schools Strategic Partnership
meeting where he learned of ways the Partnership and the United Way are helping with
education in the Jerome schools.
Commissioner Crozier had also attended a board meeting of the County Urban Renewal Agency
(URA); he said directors had reviewed how much to fund projects and had discussed how recent
legislation would affect URAs.
A meeting of the Hillsdale Highway District had been held at a different time, but Commissioner
Crozier said while he was in Hazelton, he visited with a highway district mechanic about
chipping and mowing as well as road repairs begun by the Idaho Transportation Department. He
had also visited with the Hazelton city clerk.
Commissioner Crozier stated he had thanked the Jerome Historical Society at its annual potluck
social for all it does to preserve and display County history, especially during the recent “Live
History Day.”
At a meeting of the Jerome Highway District Board, Commissioner Crozier said directors had
pledged to grade some of the roads in the Fairgrounds. He also verified that roads leading to
beehive units discussed with the Commissioners on July 6 were maintained by the highway
district. He said he had driven through the roads in question to observe their conditions.
Commissioner Crozier said he had spent quite a bit of time with Fair matters and had helped with
mowing and weeding at the Fairgrounds. He said some community members are concerned
about the lack of arena events that were held in the past and that he had advised to host the best
Fair and Rodeo possible in August and to work to accommodate arena events after the Fair.
Commissioner Howell reported he had spoken with the Fair Board chairman; he had also
attended the Historical Society potluck; and he had learned that an antique truck association
would volunteer at the Fairgrounds by repairing the loading ramp, finding truck tires, and
repairing leaks in the water truck system.
Commissioner Crouch had attended an Airport Advisory Board meeting where new bylaws were
discussed, and he had suggested seeking legal advice. He had also met with the executive
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director of the Jerome Chamber of Commerce and had participated in a Chamber golf
tournament fundraiser.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the minutes of July 6 as read
and March 15 as corrected. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. The fifth
paragraph under “Commissioner Reports” on Page 1 of the March 15 minutes was corrected to
read: Commissioner Crozier also spent time considering converting a vehicle to a mobile
counseling unit for the Community Schools Strategic Partnership.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Approved was Case No.
M021-004. Denied were Case Nos. 2021-034 and 2021-021.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed a Retail Alcoholic Beverage License for Maria Tarazon dba Tacos Sonora,
Jerome.
The Board signed a leave request for Nancy Marshall.
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change to hire Sonia Rico as a detention deputy sheriff.
The Board signed a Donation of Vacation Leave Agreement from Sabrina Henderson to Melissa
Ruvalcaba.
The Board signed a Payroll Claims Approval by Fund with a grand total of $315,346.07 and a
Direct Deposit Detail with a grand total of $153,300.34, both dated July 7, 2021, for the June 20,
2021, through July 3, 2021, payroll cycle.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
Commissioners signed claims for the July 7, 2021, to July 12, 2021, claim cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated July 7, 2021, for the Restitution-Courts Fund,
with a grand total of $47,806.96.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated July 7, 2021, with a grand total of
$134,779.85 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Justice, Health District,
Revaluation, Weeds, and Court Trust-Odyssey.
AARON ZENT AND GREG VAWSER––ROCK CREEK QRU UPDATE
Aaron Zent and Greg Vawser, Rock Creek Fire District fire chief and assistant, respectively,
were present.
Aaron Zent provided statistics of calls the Rock Creek Quick Response Unit (QRU) had made in
the eastern end of Jerome County from January through June of 2021. He said the number of
calls in the second quarter of 2021 was dramatically higher than in 2020, with 76 incidents
compared to 42. He also related that the QRU average response time had reduced from 14.97
minutes to 14.71 minutes.
Zent stated that statistics showed that Jerome County calls had required approximately 3,334
miles of travel, which made up 27.7 percent of QRU incidents and 54.4 percent of the total QRU
miles driven.
Greg Vawser said the total of all incidents in the District through June 30 was 700, which is an
increase of 12.9 percent over 2020.
Zent requested a greater donation from the County in FY 2021-22 because the cost of service
was greater. Commissioner Howell said the County planned to increase its donation and asked
how else the County could supplement the QRU. Zent said the Unit needed equipment, the
vehicle for Murtaugh needed replacement within the next three years, and lightweight uniform
protection would be helpful.
Zent added that a supplemental levy would be used for new equipment and for capital outlay. He
also said the District had applied for a federal grant to hire three more firefighters, which would
bring the staff to nine full-time employees, enabling three shifts with three employees. He
explained the need for more staff because one-third of all calls are overlapping.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present by speakerphone were Tanya Stitt, County emergency management director; Toni
Carver, Heritage Academy; Mike Williams, City of Jerome administrator; and Linda
Montgomery, Brenda Mason, and Josh Jensen, representing the South Central Public Health
District.
Josh Jensen reported an uptake in the number of coronavirus cases from July 1 through July 9,
with 14 cases identified in Jerome County. He said the prevalence rate remained low and that the
County was still in the minimal risk category for contracting the virus. Jensen said there was a
slight increase in the number of coronavirus hospital admissions.
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Jensen related that the vaccination percentage in Jerome County was 36 percent. He said clinics
were ongoing and that the Health District message was to be vaccinated.
Commissioner Crouch asked if booster shots would be necessary, and Jensen said the Center for
Disease Control (CDC) had not said that a third shot is required.
TANYA STITT––CARES FUNDING
Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt was present by speakerphone.
The Commissioners discussed allocation of CARES (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security) funding that Tanya Stitt had proposed to the Board on June 21. They requested to add
videoconferencing in their boardroom to the list of projects. Stitt stated there would also be
additional costs to upgrade a tower at the sheriff’s office. She said over $400,000 would then still
be available from the $600,000 grant.
Stitt said building a coroner’s office was on hold because of the current high prices of
construction.
 It was determined to pursue construction in the spring of 2022.
Commissioner Crozier said that Hazelton needs funding for its sewer system, which Stitt said
would qualify for CARES funds.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to spend up to $105,000 of CARES
money from the State of Idaho for the tower project at the sheriff’s office, conference room and
Emergency Operations Center updates for Zoom meetings, and purchasing a response unit for
the office of emergency management. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
 The Commissioners requested that Stitt prepare a spreadsheet for the COVID-related
expenses and also talk with the Hazelton city clerk about possible funding for the city’s sewer
system.
NANCY MARSHALL––RECREATION COMMITTEE REPORT
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall was present in lieu of Art Brown, the
facilitator of the Recreation Committee.
Nancy Marshall reported the committee formed to write a draft creating a Recreation Zone in the
Jerome County Zoning Ordinance was writing design standards. She stated she and her staff had
met with the Committee for work sessions four times in June and would meet twice in July.
Creating the Zone would promote tourism, according to Marshall.
Marshall stated she was hopeful the draft for the Ordinance would be completed in September.
NANCY MARSHALL––PLANNING AND ZONING REPORT
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall was present.
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Marshall reviewed her June written report from the Planning and Zoning Office, which included
statistics on revenue, building department inspections and projects, code enforcement, and
mapping activities and projects as well as other department activities.
Commissioner Crouch asked Marshall to research outdated or undependable ordinances. She
referred to the legislative action list she had submitted to the Board as part of her monthly report.
Following discussion, the priority of some of the legislation was changed.
Meeting recessed at 11:42 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:17 P.M. with Commissioners Crouch and Crozier present.
BRENT CULBERTSON––MAINTENANCE REPORT
Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson was present.
Brent Culbertson reported the City of Jerome would not help with the expense of repairing a
sewer line to the public defender building because it did not approve the way it had been
replaced in the past.
Culbertson reported he had treated County grass for insects that were killing it. He said he had
also been repairing equipment at the jail and endeavoring to find an air conditioning unit for the
Courthouse. He also stated he would upgrade a large bi-fold door at the Fairgrounds.
Commissioner Crouch asked that Culbertson spray weeds around Courthouse curbing and
questioned about the window replacements planned for the Courthouse. Culbertson said he had
requested the new windows in the spring but had not heard from the company.
Commissioner Howell was present.
 Commissioner Howell requested replacement of batteries in the County emergency AED
(Automated External Defibrillator) equipment. Culbertson later reported he had learned that the
batteries do not expire until May of 2023 and must be serviced by a certified technician.
JOSH MARTIN––SNAKE RIVER CANYONS PARK CLEAN-UP REIMBURSEMENT
Present were Josh Martin, president of the Southern Idaho Off Road Association (SIORA), and
Greg Moore, SIORA and Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board.
Josh Martin presented an expenditure summary and receipts for a cleanup of the Snake River
Canyons Park by volunteers on May 29. He requested reimbursement for food, fuel, and a
portable toilet.
Martin reported Coastline Equipment had made a valuable contribution by donating the use of
two loaders and that the Southern Idaho Regional Solid Waste District did not charge to receive
the waste from the cleanup.
Martin reported 25 volunteers from the SIORA and an ATV association had removed six tons of
garbage. He said the majority of the trash was left by target shooters.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to reimburse the Southern Idaho Off Road
Association for the Snake River Canyons Park cleanup this year with $351.70 and a very big
thank you. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
The Commissioners sent expressions of appreciation to Coastline Equipment and the solid waste
district for their parts in keeping the Park clean.
TIM LARSON––AIRPORTS REPORT
Tim Larson, airports manager; and Kent Atkin, airports consultant, were present.
Tim Larson reported bylaws for the Airport Advisory Board were being revised and sent to legal
counsel. He said he had installed labels on pump and hose covers, as requested by the
Commissioners on June 28. He said he had also been aggressively attacking weeds as well as
sprinkling the grass.
Larson said the Northwest Air Tour landing in Jerome on July 15 with an expected 45 aircraft
and 75 people was attracting interest.
Larson reported on current fuel pricing at the Jerome Airport and said he was still waiting for
bids to gravel a new parking lot.
Commissioner Crouch expressed concern that a notam (notice to airmen) showed the airport
closed during the runway rehabilitation. Kent Atkin explained that use of words on a notam is
regimented and that “closed” referred only to the runway, not the whole airport or the taxiway.
He said the only way to give more information to pilots was to educate them in advance by a
means other than a notam.
KENT ATKIN––MASTER PLAN UPDATE
Tim Larson, airports manager; and Kent Atkin, JUB Engineers airports consultant, were present.
Independent Fee Estimate: Kent Atkin advised that JUB Engineers needed to enter into
negotiations with Aviation Professionals regarding the cost of writing an update to the Jerome
Airport Master Plan. He said the fee estimate from JUB would need to be within ten percent of
the estimate from the independent firm.
 Commissioner Crouch said he would send Atkin the quote requested from Aviation
Professionals.
Atkin told the Board the County had received a notice of award from the State of Idaho for
resurfacing the Hazelton Airport runway and some of the taxiway. He said not needing to match
the federal grant for the Jerome Airport runway should enable to County to have the funds to
match the Hazelton grant.
DESERAE JONES––ADULT PROBATION
Adult Probation Administrator Deserae Jones was present.
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Report: Deserae Jones presented statistics from May and June in the misdemeanor probation
office. The number of adults on probation had increased in one month from 357 to 373. The
amount of fees collected in May totaled $7,260.50, and in June, $7,745.10. Jones said her office
was busy following up on court cases that had been delayed because of the coronavirus epidemic
and that courts were beginning to be held in person.
Jones told the Board that her office did not need two vehicles and asked the procedure for
eliminating one.
 It was determined Jones would send the Commissioners more information about the
vehicle not needed to help them determine to transfer it to another department or to auction it.
Budget Request: Jones stated she had not received any qualified applicants for a male drug
tester since May 24 and suggested increasing the salary of the male probation officer in her
office by five percent because he had taken on additional responsibilities. She requested three
percent wage increases for herself and the other employees in her office.
TEVIAN-EKREN KOBER––INTEREST CANCELLATION
Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober was present.
Tevian Ekren-Kober said George Silver had asked if the Commissioners would cancel penalty
and interest fees because he had not received property tax bills after a quitclaim deed split his
property and put one parcel on the inactive list. She said he had not paid on the inactive parcel
because the computer system does not print inactive bills or reminders. Ekren-Kober stated
Silver had paid on time for the new active parcel for two years.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to cancel penalties and interest of $499.76
on Parcel No. RP09S17E187203 for George Silver because of a property split and not receiving
bills because it went on the inactive list. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
AGROPUR TAX EXEMPTION DECISION
Assessor Mark Swenson was present. Present by speakerphone was Rebecca Crilly, representing
Agropur.
Mark Swenson followed up from a July 6 discussion with Agropur representatives about the
company’s application for a tax exemption per Idaho Code 63-602NN. Swenson informed the
Board about another State code, 63-602P, which is a 100 percent exemption for pollution
control. He said the Commissioners could determine when to begin the exemptions so they
would not overlap.
Swenson said $8 million for pollution control would be separated from the 63-602NN
application, leaving it at $26 million. He stated more detailed information would be needed from
Agropur for both projects, including a better description of the $8 million in pollution control, a
summary of what is currently being done for pollution odor, and a revised completion schedule.
3:35 P.M. – Eric Gracida, local Agropur plant manager, was present.
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 It was determined Swenson would gather more information, and the matter was added to
the July 19 agenda.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Yingst Grade Ordinance: Mike Seib discussed with the Board a draft of an ordinance limiting
activity at Yingst Grade. The Board expressed it would like limited hours on the grade and in the
parking lot at the top of the grade.
 Seib said he would set boundaries and return with the draft on July 19.
Employee Manual Resolution for Juneteenth Holiday: This matter was continued until July
19.
MICHELLE EMERSON––FEDERAL FUNDING
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim were present.
FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency): Tracee McKim reported she had sent an
application to the federal government for reimbursement of $20,247.88 in COVID-related
expenses.
ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act): McKim stated there were no new guidelines on using
funds received from the federal government because of the recent pandemic. She recommended
holding the subsidy in the bank, where it is drawing interest, awaiting further information.
Michelle Emerson suggested retaining a consulting firm to advise about how the funds could be
spent, which she believed would add an extra layer of protection from misuse of the funds.
Commissioners Crozier and Crouch expressed interest in a firm that could advise in addition to
the Idaho Association of Counties.
MICHELLE EMERSON––BUDGET WORKSHOP
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim were present.
Tracee McKim produced a revised list of Capital Needs from 2020. The Commissioners
reviewed amounts and projected timelines for completing 13 projects.
The Commissioners deliberated donation requests from non-profit agencies. They determined
allocations as follows.
Snake River Study Group: $2,552;
Southern Idaho Economic Development/Rural Economic Development: $12,400;
Southern Idaho Tourism: $1,000;
Board of Community Guardians: $1,000;
Jerome Food Ministry: $4,000;
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Jerome American Legion Hall: $10,000 (increased);
Eden/Hazelton Legion Hall: $10,000 (increased);
Interlink Care Givers: $2,500;
Interfaith Association: $4,000 (increased);
Victory Home Recovery: $2,000 (increased);
Rangeland Fire Protection: $1,000 (increased);
Little Wood River Veterans of Foreign Wars: $2,700 (increased);
4-H Travel: reassigned to Commissioner Allotments or Donations, by request;
Voices Against Violence: $2,000 (increased);
South Central Community Action: $2,000;
Animal Control: $2,000;
Other Miscellaneous Expenses: $35,000;
Historical Society: $10,000 (increased);
Jerome Highway: $2,000;
Hillsdale Highway: $2,000;
Economic Development (Jerome/20/20): $40,000;
Snake River Parks Administration: $40,000 (increased);
Snake River Parks Web Administration: $2,400 (new budget line);
Snake River Parks Signage: $1,500 (new budget line);
Snake River Parks Cleanup: $500 (decreased);
Northside Military Museum: $5,000;
Contracts-E-911 Service: $172,850 (increased);
Contracts-Animal Shelter: $5,000; Senior Citizens Centers: $6,500 for each;
Digital Imaging: Removed;
Soil Conservation Service: $12,000;
Commissioner Allotments or Donations: $10,000 (new budget line).
 The budget workshop was continued until Thursday, July 15, at 9 A.M.
Meeting recessed at 5:05 P.M.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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