JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, July 11, 2022
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:10 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported he had been sworn in by Judge Wildman as a substitute for
Commissioner Crouch on the Magistrate Commission July 22 and 29. He had also approved
Time Records of employees supervised by the Commissioners for the June 19, 2022, through
July 2, 2022, payroll period; had corresponded with citizens and co-workers; and had listened to
various discussions of the proposed Lava Ridge Wind Project.
Commissioner Crozier told the Board he had listened to a webinar hosted by the Idaho
Association of Counties and directed by the Ada County medical examiner. He said it had
spelled out the dangers of opioids, the inconsistent nature of the doses produced by illegal
distributers, the rise of overdoses, and the costs to counties in resources and lives.
Commissioner Crozier had been a guest on a radio talk show and had spent considerable time
researching Moonlight Mountain, which had established a group home in Jerome County that
had resulted many complaints from its neighbors.
Commissioner Crozier stated he had visited with Tri-county Board of Community Guardians
Coordinator Scott Denning along with a county commissioner from both Lincoln and Gooding
counties about recruiting members to the board and interest from Blaine County in joining the
program.
Commissioner Crozier said most commissioners from Jerome, Minidoka, and Lincoln Counties
favor waiting for a Zoom meeting with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and/or the
Environmental Impact Statement expected from the BLM in August before offering opinions of
a proposed wind farm.
Commissioners Crozier and Crouch, as well as Jack Nelsen, had toured the Jerome County
construction site of True West Beef and had spoken with the builders.
Commissioner Crouch had visited with the County airports manager and the owner of Precision
Aviation at the Jerome Airport. He had also spoken with Raul Labrador, candidate for Idaho
attorney general, about the half-way house established in Jerome County.
Commissioner Crouch reported a good turnout at the Jerome Chamber of Commerce Freedom
Fest on July 2 in the city park. He had also discovered both doors of the former search and rescue
unit had been unlocked. He concluded his report by saying that as the county representative, he
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had met with Bureau of Land Management (BLM) representatives one whole day via Zoom
regarding the proposed wind farm on BLM land. He said county commissioners from the three
counties affected by the project had not been contacted by any residents who favored the wind
turbines.
Commissioners Crouch and Howell had attended a ground breaking for the University of Idaho
research dairy farm in Minidoka County, which they said was well attended.
Commissioner Howell clarified that he was not opposing or favoring a proposed wind farm but
that he was in support of cattlemen.
Commissioner Howell reported he had consulted the County prosecutor about both the proposed
wind farm and the half-way house established in Jerome County. He said investigations by both
the sheriff and the planning and zoning offices would determine whether the group home was
following County ordinances. He added that a case must be built without being prejudicial.
Commissioner Howell said he had toured the Blaine County solid waste transfer station and that
it had been informative to observe how more land had allowed more separation of materials.
Commissioner Howell said his trip to Arizona to investigate a shooting range on Bureau of Land
Management ground had been cancelled due to rising COVID numbers in that state.
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION EXTENSION
The Commissioners signed a letter to the Idaho State Tax Commission requesting an extension
of the appeal and decision period for property assessments through July 15, due to corrected
assessment notices sent from the assessor’s office.
COMMISSIONER CROUCH––QUARTERLY JAIL INSPECTION
Commissioner Crouch said he would perform the Commissioners’ quarterly jail inspection in
July.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
Commissioners signed a Claims Approval Report dated July 11, 2022, for the Insurance
Deductible Trust Fund, with a grand total of $1,421.18.
In reference to a letter from Coroner Jason Robertson, the Commissioners noted that James
Baker is still serving as deputy coroner; Commissioner Howell had reported on June 27 that
there was a new deputy coroner, but according to Robertson’s letter, a person serving as coroner
was a temporary appointment when both the coroner and the deputy were unavailable.
The Board signed Retail Alcoholic Beverage Licenses to the following: Chloe Xie dba China
Village, Jerome; Brandon Helms/Andrew Warren dba Warren Resort Hotels of Jerome/Sawtooth
Inn, Jerome; Travis Thompson dba Blue Lakes Country Club, Jerome; Maria Tarazon dba Tacos
Sonora, Jerome; Snake River Elks Lodge #2807 dba Snake River Elks Lodge #2807, Jerome;
and Conrad & Bischoff dba Mr. Gas #21, Jerome.
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The Board signed three Catering Permits for the South Hills Bar & Grill, LLC, to be used July
16, 2022, from 4 P.M.-1 A.M.; July 17, 2022, from 4 P.M.-1 A.M.; and July 31, 2022, from 3:30 P.M.12:30 A.M., all at the Risk Barn.
The Board signed leave requests for Deserae Jones and Mario Umana.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
Commissioners signed claims for the June 28, 2022, to July 11, 2022, claim cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated July 7, 2022, for the Indigent Fund, with a
grand total of $2,531.11.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated July 8, 2022, for the Restitution-Courts Fund,
with a grand total of $3,069.67.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated July 8, 2022, with a grand total of
$353,418.19 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Justice, Health District,
Election-Consolidation, Indigent, Revaluation, Ambulance, Auditor’s Trust, Court TrustOdyssey, and Court Bond Trust.
SCOTT DENNING––BOARD OF COMMUNITY GUARDIANS APPOINTMENTS
Scott Denning, veterans service officer and coordinator for the tri-county board of community
guardians, was present.
Board of Community Guardians: Scott Denning said he had four applications to serve on the
Board of Community Guardians, two of which were incomplete. He said the Guardians board
could meet after the Commissioners make the board appointments.
Commissioner Howell asked if background checks had been done on the applicants, and
Denning said they had.
EXECUTIVE SESSION––INDIGENT APPEAL HEARING
Present was Social Services Director Kim Drury.
 9:32 A.M. – A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to go into executive session per
Idaho Code 74-206(1)(d) to hear in indigent appeal case. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
9:37 A.M. – Return to open session.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to continue the denial of Case No. 2122022. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Drury stated she would prepare an order for the Commissioners to sign affirming the denial of
the case.
ANDREA WIESENMEYER––CAPITAL EXPENDITURE
Fair Manager Andrea Wiesenmeyer was present.
Andrea Wiesenmeyer told the Board the VIP seating at the rodeo arena was well received in
2021, and she presented a pattern for additional seating in the area because the number of
sponsors had increased. She explained the new seating arrangement and presented prices for
tables and chairs.
The Commissioners studied the new layout.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve $3,295 for the VIP seating of
tables, stools, and chairs from the capital expense fund for the Fairgrounds. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
Wiesenmeyer told the Board that True West Beef employees would be volunteering to help
prepare the Fairgrounds for the County Fair August 8-13. Commissioner Crozier said he would
help mow the grounds.
BRENT CULBERTSON––MAINTENANCE REPORT
Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson was present.
Report: Brent Culbertson reported he had spoken with an architect about remodeling the
ambulance building but that EHM Engineers first needed to assess whether a remodel would be
possible. He said installation of new windows in the original portion of the Courthouse would be
completed in the current fiscal year.
 Commissioner Crouch asked that Culbertson clear the weeds between the Judicial Annex
Building and the China Village even if it was not the County’s responsibility.
Jail Remodel: Culbertson presented a bid from Strive Auto Works for metal work to clear out
the former jail in the Courthouse.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve an expenditure of $32,400 for
the dismantling of the old County jail and recycling the metal. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
Meeting recessed at 11:50 A.M. for an employee picnic.
Meeting reconvened at 1:32 P.M.
MICHELLE EMERSON––CLERK MATTERS
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present.
Maintenance Purchase: Michelle Emerson said new windows were needed in her office. The
matter was added to the July 18 agenda.
Prosecutor and Planning and Zoning Salaries: Emerson said the increased prosecutor and
planning and zoning salaries would be covered in the Board’s budget workshop that afternoon.
TRACEE McKIM––ARPA FUND EXPENDITURES UPDATE:
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present.
Michelle Emerson reported there had been no changes to the expenditure of ARPA (American
Rescue Plan Act) funds.
KIM DRURY––INDIGENT NON-MEDICAL EXPENSES
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Social Services Director Kim Drury and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson were
present.
Michelle Emerson stated that, due to new State legislation, the County would no longer fund
medical bills for indigent persons, but she said the County currently pays for some non-medical
indigent costs.
Kim Drury listed some non-medical expenses that have been funded from the indigent budget
line, such as food, bus tickets, and burial assistance.
The Board discussed with Drury and Emerson the amounts to leave in the indigent fund for FY
2022-23 and determined to budget $8,000 for non-medical expenses.
Drury explained that the County would need to update its two resolutions regarding indigent
deceased and indigent policies and procedures. Discussion was later set for August 1.
NANCY MARSHALL––PLANNING AND ZONING REPORT
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall, Deputy Sheriff Rick Scruggs, and
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson were present.
Sign Zoning Map: Nancy Marshall presented a zoning map with updates from zoning changes
made in 2021.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to sign the zoning map dated July 11,
2022. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Emerson was excused.
Report: Deputy Scruggs reported on zoning violations he was investigating, including RVs that
have been occupied for over 60 days without a Special Use Permit and a trespassing violation.
The deputy said some websites are listing free camping in the Snake River Canyons Park
although camping in the Park will not be allowed until camping sites are developed. He also said
a new sign announcing closure of Yingst Grade from 10 P.M. until 5 A.M. had not been erected.
Deputy Scruggs was excused.
Nancy Marshall requested that the credit limit on her office credit card be increased to cover the
cost of the hotel in which the mapping specialist was staying during a training conference.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to raise the credit limit of Mark Reyes
from $2,000 to $2,600. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Marshall briefly reviewed her written office report for June, including finances, building
department inspections and projects, code enforcement, mapping projects, and other department
activities.
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2 P.M. – Commissioner Howell was excused for an appointment.
TIM LARSON––AIRPORTS REPORT
Airports Manager Tim Larson was present.
Tim Larson gave the Board a memorandum to be signed by Airport Advisory Board members
stating that they had significant objections to the proposed construction of the Lava Ridge Wind
Turbine project near the Jerome County Airport.
Larson presented a revised spreadsheet of fuel purchased and sold at the Jerome Airport from
January, 2022, through June, 2022. He said weed eradication and mowing were ongoing at the
Jerome Airport.
MICHELLE EMERSON AND TRACEE McKIM––FY 2022-23 BUDGET WORKSHOP
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim were present.
Michelle Emerson said the cost of increased salaries in the prosecutor’s office and an additional
employee in the planning and zoning office could be taken from the County budget without
using federal ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) funds.
Emerson said her office would try to incorporate nine percent salary increases in the FY 2022-23
budget and suggested designating five percent for the cost of living and an additional four
percent based on merit determined by department heads. Tracee McKim favored capping a salary
increase for any employee at ten percent.
Emerson suggested increasing the fair capital line from $20,000 to $25,000 to use for
grandstands. She said clerk and election budget lines would remain the same, except for salary
increases.
The Board considered being able to put both the extension and the fair offices in the Armory
building if the County is able to purchase it after the National Guard vacates it.
The Board determined the amounts to allocate for donations requested by various agencies as
follows.
Contingency Account, $3,000 (same); Dues/Memberships, $20,000 (same); Postage, $45,000
(same); Refunds, Reimbursements, $2,000 (same); Snake River Study Group, $2,552 (same);
SIEDO Dues, $12,400 (same); Southern Idaho Tourism, $1,000 (same); Board of
Community Guardians, $1,000 (same); Jerome Food Ministry, $4,000 (same); Jerome
American Legion Hall, $10,000 (decrease) plus $30,000 ARPA funds for ADA compliance;
Eden/Hazelton American Legion Hall, $10,000 (decrease) plus $30,000 ARPA funds;
Interlink Care Givers, $3,500 (same); Interfaith Association, $7,500 (decrease); Victory
Home Recovery, $2,000 (same); Rangeland Fire Protection, $500 (same); Little Wood River
Veterans of Foreign Wars, $3,000 (same); Voices Against Violence, $3,000 (increase); South
Central Community Action, $2,000 (same); Animal Control, $1,750 (same); Other
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Miscellaneous Expenses, $35,000 (same); Historical Society, $10,000 (same); Jerome
Highway, $2,000 (same); Hillsdale Highway, $2,000 (same); Economic Development,
$40,000 (same); Snake River Canyons Park, total of $66,400 ($22,000 increase); Northside
Military Museum, $5,000; Discretionary Miscellaneous Funding, $10,000 (same); Contracts
E-911, $184,500 (same); Contracts-Animal Shelter, $5,000 (same); Senior Citizen Centers,
$10,000 each (decrease); Soil Conservation Service, $12,000 (same); Building Fund, $300,000
(same); Building-Extension Office, $100,000 (increase); Capital-Other, $150,000 (same).
LARRY HALL––JEROME 20/20 QUARTERLY REPORT
Jerome 20/20 Executive Director Larry Hall was present.
Larry Hall presented three pages of economic development projects and community
development activities, highlighting them with additional information. He announced a ribbon
cutting for a Family Dollar store in Hazelton.
Hall stated child care is one of the issues facing employment and suggested that the County
include a cafeteria plan in its benefits package that would allow an employee to utilize funds that
would fit his or her specific needs.
Hall said that he had been appointed as a volunteer commissioner on the Jerome City Planning
and Zoning Commission.
CODY WESTOVER––TECHNOLOGY PURCHASE
System Administrator Cody Westover, Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim, and Attorney Mike
Seib were present.
Cody Westover told of technology needs, recommending 15 new computers with 24/7 support for
five years, which would replace Windows 7 computers. He also said a new computer was needed
for a new large scanner and advised adding memory to some systems on Windows 10.
Westover said adding an ultrawide screen for mapping as well as three more tablets for detectives
and one for the prosecutor’s office would bring a technology needs total to $24,256.03.
McKim stated that enough funds were in the current budget to cover the needs expressed by
Westover.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve computer refresh consisting of
computers, memory sticks and tablet purchases. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Commissioner Crozier said he had been researching what regulatory agencies would govern the
half-way house established in Jerome County.
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Commissioner Crouch asked about updating the 40-year-old County fireworks ordinance, which
Mike Seib could be done.

READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of June 21 and
June 27 as read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Approved were Case Nos.
2021-025; 2021-034; 2021-055; and 2021-024. Denied was Case No. 2122-038.
Meeting recessed at 4:50 P.M.
Respectively submitted:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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