JEROME COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Monday, July 6, 2021
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:02 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported he had met with the fair manager and extension office personnel
about moving a storage building at the extension office on the fairgrounds in order to provide a
VIP arena viewing area for sponsors of the Fair. He had suggested purchasing a larger shed and
repurposing the existing one, after which he located a shed for sale at Old Hickory Sheds in
Jerome. He and the 4-H coordinator had agreed on the available shed the next day at a total cost
of $6,429.69.
Commissioner Crozier had also spoken on a radio talk show about County highlights and
improvements.
Commissioner Howell had learned about attracting arena events from the Twin Falls County fair
manager. He also informed the Board from a regional solid waste meeting, saying tipping fees
for roll-offs will increase; the third generator project may be completed by the end of the year;
and salary increases are needed to keep and attract employees.
Commissioner Crouch had met with the airport manager as well as the airport consultant and the
owner of a business at the Jerome Airport about weed management and the completion of a
refurbished runway. He had also met with the executive director of the Jerome Chamber of
Commerce and had arranged for community representatives to voice their opinions of the role of
the Chamber Board of Directors.
EXTENSION OFFICE STORAGE BUILDING
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to confirm Commissioner Crozier’s
purchase of a storage building for the 4-H and extension office at the Fairgrounds. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
QUARTERLY JAIL INSPECTION––COMMISSIONER HOWELL
Commissioner Howell agreed to perform the Commissioners’ quarterly jail inspection.
CY LOOTENS––RESOLUTION 2021-22, DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY
Deputy Clerk/Elections Specialist Cy Lootens was present.
Cy Lootens explained that poll books and their accompanying equipment were outdated and had
been replaced by new tablets. He said some of the equipment might be useful to someone after it
had been deemed of no value to the County.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to dispose and disperse property of the
clerk’s office, including poll books and related equipment. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
RESOLUTION 2021-22
DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY
(ES&S Pollbooks and related equipment)
WHEREAS, Jerome County has certain property which is no longer necessary for county use; and
WHEREAS, Idaho Code Section 31-808 states that the Commissioners can find the property is worth less
than $250.00 and, therefore, may be sold at a private sale without advertisement;
WHEREAS, the Jerome County Commissioners by a Motion on July 6, 2021, granted Michelle Emerson,
County Clerk, the authority to dispose of pollbooks and related equipment; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Jerome County Board of Commissioners that the
following listed property is hereby declared surplus with the value of less than $250.00, and is hereby ordered to be
disposed of:
11 hard plastic carry cases
11 Toshiba 2.1 touchscreen tablets
11 ExpressVote Printers and power cords
11 tablet stands/bases and power cords
11 Dymo Label Writer 450 Turbo label printers
35 rolls of Dymo printer paper
11 rolls of Dymo mailing labels
ATTEST:

DATED this 6th day of July 2021

/s/ Michelle Emerson
Michelle Emerson, Clerk

/s/ A. Ben Crouch
A. BEN CROUCH, Chair

(SEAL)

/s/ John Crozier
JOHN CROZIER, Commissioner
/s/ Charles M. Howell
CHARLES M. HOWELL, Commissioner

APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Board signed Employee Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Christine
McGuire, and Mario Umana for the June 20, 2021, through July 3, 2021, payroll period.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the minutes of June 21 as
amended and the June 28 minutes as read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
The first paragraph on Page 7 of the June 21 minutes under “Jackie Howell––Application for
Casualty/Loss” was amended as follows: Commissioner Howell had recused himself.
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The second paragraph under “Budget Workshop” on Page 7 of the same minutes was enhanced
as follows: The Commissioners addressed their escalating demands, salary comparisons to other
counties, and their rising workloads and time commitments. They then requested yearly salary
increases of $12,000 for each Commissioner in FY 2021-22.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Denied was Case No. 2021043.
BUSINESS AND/OR BUSINESS MATTERS
The Board signed two leave requests for Brent Culbertson.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated June 29, 2021, for the Insurance Deductible
Trust Fund, with a grand total of $3,616.11.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
Commissioners signed claims for the July 1, 2021, to July 6, 2021, claim cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated July 2, 2021, with a grand total of $46,260.17
for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Justice, Fair Capital, Election
Consolidation, Indigent, Ambulance, and Waterways Patrol.
Commissioner Howell was excused.
LARRY HALL––JEROME 20/20 UPDATE
Jerome 20/20 Executive Director Larry Hall was present.
Larry Hall stated that Jerome 20/20 would be co-sponsoring Alive After Five with food and
entertainment on August 6 to kick off the Jerome County Fair and Rodeo the next week. He
reported he had toured the Washington Beef Plant in Toppenish, Washington, to learn of
potential ancillary businesses that could be associated with True West Beef that is locating in
Jerome County. He had also met with a representative of Container Corporation of America.
Commissioner Howell was present.
Hall said he had met with Meghan Sorensen-Pereira with the Bureau of Land Management about
extending the County’s lease ending in 2029 on property for the Snake River Canyons Park and
that she would be presenting the option to the Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board. He
said the lease could be extended for a maximum of 25 years but that the 25 years would begin
when the extension is signed.
Commissioner Howell said he favored extending the lease at the current time in order to attract
investors.
Hall told of the construction of three more projects in Jerome County––Western Dairy Transport,
Scoular Supro, and True West Beef. He stated he had led the groundbreaking event for
Northbridge Junction, which had attracted 50 people and received good publicity.
Hall reported about a Friday Night Lights fundraising event planned for the Jerome High School
football program. He said the high school football team would compete against Jerome First
Responders on August 20. He added that a scrimmage would be held in October for the
basketball team.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
This update was cancelled for this date.
MARCUS PAGE FOR CARLY JOHANSEN––TAX DEED AUCTION
This party was not present, so no action was taken.
ERIC GRACIDA––AGROPUR TAX EXEMPTION PER IDAHO CODE 63-602NN
Assessor Mark Swenson and Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober were present. Also present was Eric
Gracida, Agropur representative. Present by speakerphone was Rebecca Crilly, also representing
Agropur.
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Eric Gracida said he was present to discuss the additional information Agropur had submitted
regarding its application on June 1 for a tax exemption.
Rebecca Crilly stated the application was a separate one from the exemption granted in 2019.
Commissioner Howell asked about jobs created by the plant’s new expansion; Crilly said it
would require five new employees. The Commissioner also asked about odor mitigation.
Gracida stated $8 million would be invested for wastewater engineering. He said the water
treatment would begin in the current year but that the project would take a year to complete.
Crilly commented on the list of Agropur projects submitted to the Commissioners, noting the
new ones. She said 60 percent of the projects were upgrades, and the others were new
capabilities, with the total of $34,378,112 to ensure that the plant could continue to improve.
Commissioner Crouch asked Assessor Mark Swenson about running tax exemptions
simultaneously. He said that, according to the Idaho State Tax Commission, it could be done. He
said his office would need to tour the plant to determine the items to exempt.
Commissioner Howell asked if Agropur could address the wastewater treatment sooner than
currently expected. Gracida said engineering for the project was completed but that the plant
would still need to build the equipment. He added that the company’s control of wastewater was
currently better than it has ever been.
 Commissioner Crozier asked that Agropur prepare a document for the Commissioners
outlining the steps that are being taken and will be taken to mitigate odor from the plant. Gracida
and Crilly said they would work together to provide that record.
 The Commissioners agreed they were willing to help Agropur and would make a decision
on how much tax to exempt on July 12.
Meeting recessed at 12:15 P.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:20 P.M.
MICHELLE EMERSON AND TRACEE McKIM––CLERK MATTERS
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim, and Payroll
Clerk Charry Cushman were present.
Data Processing Budget: Tracee McKim, as data processing director, requested a five percent
increase in her salary. She also told of the needs to increase the Computer Supplies, Information
Technology, and Contract Software Support budget lines.
New Federal Holiday: The Board discussed adding the recently declared federal holiday to the
ten paid holidays already allowed in the Employee Manual and determined to ask legal counsel
to write a resolution amending the Manual to add the holiday.
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The Commissioners also discussed whether to add Christmas Eve and the day after Thanksgiving
as additional paid holidays. They determined to wait until the new budget is adopted each year to
sign a resolution regarding the days in question.
New Position/Clerks: Michelle Emerson presented a nine-page memo explaining why she was
requesting a new position in the auditor/recorder office as well as average wage increases of 16
percent for all deputy clerks except the data processing director at five percent; she also asked for
a five percent increase for the clerk.
Emerson did not request any changes in the clerk/auditor “B” budget lines.
Elections: Election budget lines in the “B” budget reflected only one change––a reduction in
Other Miscellaneous Expenses, due to only a small expenditure of its funds in FY 2020-21.
Election Consolidation: Emerson requested reductions in two budget lines in Election
Consolidation––Supplies and Advertising.
Indigent: Indigent budget lines reduced were Jail-Dental, Medical-Hospitals, MedicalProfessional Services, Case Review, and Non-Medical-Burials. The Contract-Medical (Jail) line
was increased in anticipation of an increased contract amount. A Community Action donation
was moved to the General Budget. Emerson said the amounts cut could be used to cover the cost
increase from the Health District.
DUSTY COOK––BEEHIVE UNITS
Present were Dusty Cook, Keni Jackson, and Gina Adkins.
Dusty Cook spoke for the homeowners in the Summit Ridge subdivision, which included the
other two persons present. She expressed concerns about the semitrucks that she said were
tearing up the subdivision roads to service three beehive units and said that a fourth unit is being
built. Cook brought large pictures showing the beehive units and the roads in the subdivision.
Keni Jackson said in the previous year a truck had torn up her fence and then had made repairs
with the wrong gravel. She told of construction beginning at 2 a.m., with lights shining in her
house and the creation of a huge hill before her house that she believed would become icepacked in the winter.
Gina Adkins stated neither the highway department nor the planning and zoning office offered
any help for the frequency and size of the trucks going through the subdivision.
Commissioner Crouch asked for a solution to the homeowners’ complaints. Atkins said they
would like the trucks to change their direction when exiting their property.
 The Board said it would consult the planning and zoning administrator and also write a
letter to both Mountain Avenue Bees and the highway district.
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PLAQUE PRESENTATION
Present were Susan Pohanka and her husband, Mike. Also present were Mark Swenson, Sabrina
Henderson, Tanzy McCool, and Ana Vasquez, assessor’s office; Rick Haberman, former County
assessor, and Brenda Haberman; Janie Myers, former County appraiser; Mike Seib and Kelle
Lloyd, prosecutor’s office; Nancy Marshall and Kacie Buhler, planning and zoning office; Kim
Drury and Lorena Aguilar, indigent office; Michelle Emerson and Tracee McKim, clerk’s office;
and Mario Umana, juvenile probation.
The Commissioners presented Susan Pohanka an appreciation plaque in recognition of her
retirement from the Department of Motor Vehicles after 14 years of service. Refreshments were
also served.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL MATTERS
Attorney Mike Seib, Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall, and Assistant
Administrator Kacie Buhler were present.
Beehive Units, Continued: Nancy Marshall advised the Board that the beehive units discussed
earlier were permitted because they are an agricultural use in an agricultural zone, with no
conditions on their building permits. She said the highway department should work the
subdivision roads into its repair schedule.
Marshall stated it would be necessary to appeal the decision that the beehive units are an
agricultural use; she said if they were deemed industrial, then conditions could be placed on a
Special Use Permit.
Memorandum Decision for Crossbred Dairy: The Commissioners reviewed a Memorandum
Decision presented by Mike Seib that reflected their decision to approve an application for a
Livestock Confinement Operation (LCO) permit for Crossbred Dairy following a public hearing
on June 21.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the Memorandum Decision;
Findings of Fact; and Conclusions of Law for an LCO permit for Crossbred Dairy. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Memorandum Decision for Crestview Calves: The Commissioners also reviewed a
Memorandum Decision reflecting their decision to approve an application for a Livestock
Confinement Operation (LCO) permit for Crestview Calves following a public hearing on June
21.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch in the matter of a Request for an LCO
Permit from Crestview Calves, LLC, to approve the Memorandum Decision; Findings of Fact;
and Conclusions of Law. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Marshall and Buhler were excused.
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Additional Paid Holiday: It was determined that Mike Seib would write a resolution to add
Juneteenth as an additional paid holiday in the Employee Manual.
Resolution 2021-21, Destruction of Records: The Board was in receipt of a resolution from the
prosecutor’s office to destroy outdated records.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to pass Resolution 2021-21 for the
destruction of records that have met their expiration dates. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
RESOLUTION NO. 2021- 21
WHEREAS, the Jerome County Commissioners have received requests from the Jerome County
Prosecutor’s Office to destroy certain records as set out in Exhibit “A”, pursuant to Idaho Code Section §31-871;
and,
WHEREAS, this request, listing the documents to be destroyed that are attached to this resolution as
Exhibit “A” and are to be considered as if fully set forth in this resolution; and,
WHEREAS, according to MICHAEL J. SEIB, Jerome County Prosecutor, the documents are 1990-2010digital & paper Felony, 2004-2009-digital CPA, 2002-2010-digital Juvenile, 1995-2010-paper Juvenile cases, 20082014-digital Infractions, 2010-2015 paper Infractions, and 2004-2014-digital Misdemeanor, and 1993-2014-paper
and digital Misdemeanor cases, that are completed, and no reason exists to continue housing these files, and these
files need to be destroyed to allow for more storage space, and furthermore that some record of these matters will
remain as the clerk’s office must retain certain parts of its files on these matters pursuant to I.C.A.R. 37; and,
WHEREAS, proper administration of Jerome County government requires that old records and documents
be periodically cleaned out and destroyed; and,
WHEREAS, Idaho Code Section §31-871 does allow for classification, retention, and destruction of
County records and documents; and,
WHEREAS, the records listed in this request according to I.C. §31-871(b) are classified as permanent
(1990-2010 Felony, Civil, and Juvenile cases) and semi-permanent (1992-2012 Misdemeanor and Infraction cases)
records as determined by the Board of Jerome County Commissioners upon the advice of the Jerome County
Prosecutor and have been completed at least ten (10) and five (5) years ago, respectively, and therefore need no
longer be retained and may be destroyed.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners for Jerome County,
Idaho, that the following is hereby approved and adopted.
The records listed in this request have been maintained for the requested amount of time, are no longer needed, and
therefore shall be destroyed.
DATED this 6th day of July 2021.
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ATTEST:

JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

/s/ Michelle Emerson
MICHELLE EMERSON, CLERK

/s/ A. Ben Crouch
A. BEN CROUCH, CHAIRMAN

(SEAL)

/s/ Charles M. Howell
CHARLES M. HOWELL, COMMISSIONER
/s/ John Crozier
JOHN CROZIER, COMMISSIONER

NOTE: The 95 pages of Exhibit A listing the destroyed files may be viewed as part of this resolution in the
Commissioners’ boardroom, Room 300, of the Jerome County Courthouse.

Yingst Grade Ordinance and Right-of-Way: This matter was continued until July 12.
Meeting adjourned at 4:43 P.M.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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