JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, June 27, 2022
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crouch reviewed a letter from the Commissioners and the Planning and Zoning
Office that the Board would present at a meeting that afternoon with citizens concerned about a
Half-Way House recently established in the County.
Commissioner Howell stated he would like to accompany Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
representatives to Arizona, where they were to investigate a shooting range established on BLM
land because of the County’s interest in establishing a gun range after prohibiting target shooting
in the Snake River Canyons Park.
He asked for authorization for a plane ticket and a two-night stay.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve an airfare of $700 and
associated expenses for Commissioner Howell to fly to Arizona to research the gun range issue.
It was seconded, followed by discussion that it will be good to find out what the BLM will do,
and carried with unanimous ayes.
Commissioner Howell reported from a Southern Idaho Economic Development (SIED)
executive board meeting that the organization had hired an outside auditor to file papers to obtain
501c3 (non-profit) status. He said directors had entered an intense discussion of whether to
combine with Southern Idaho Tourism because both agencies were pursuing economic
development. He said discussion would be held with Idaho Tourism and that the matter would be
brought to the full SIED board in July.
Commissioner Howell had given a radio interview about True West Beef and had spoken with
the County coroner about a County fuel card. He reported there is a new deputy coroner due to
the retirement of Jim Baker.
Commissioners Howell and Crouch had attended a kick-off luncheon before the 50-day
countdown to the 2022 Jerome County Fair & Rodeo August 8-13.
Commissioner Crouch told the Board he had met with residents about zoning laws, checked on
the mobile home at the Fairgrounds, and had fielded calls from citizens about community issues.
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COMMISSIONER HOWELL––AUTHORIZATION FOR SHAVINGS EXPENDITURE
Commissioner Howell reported to the Board that Fair Board Member JC Olson had advised him
that the Fair needed to haul 10-15 loads of shavings to the landfill.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the expense of not more than
$7,000 for removing shavings and straw piles at the Fairgrounds. It was seconded and carried
with unanimous ayes.
SIGN RENEWAL FOR MARSHALL SERVICES NEGOTIATIONS
The Board was in receipt of an amendment to a contract with the Summerill Group to negotiate
with the US Marshall Service to obtain a higher per diem rate for bed space in the Jerome
County jail.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to renew the contract with Summerhill
Group on behalf of the US Marshall Service for housing prisoners. It was seconded and carried
with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve indigent matters as presented.
It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Dismissed were Case Nos. 2122-021 and
2122-028.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed Retail Alcoholic Beverage Licenses to the following: Oasis Stop ’n Go dba
Oasis Stop ’n Go #22, Jerome; Oasis Stop ’n Go, LLC, dba Stop ’n Go #11, Jerome; Oasis Stop
’n Go, LLC, dba Oasis Stop ’n Go #5, Jerome; Danso, LLC, dba Travelers Oasis Truck Plaza,
Eden; CNC, LLC, dba Si Senor Taqueria, Jerome; Jason W. Vinyard dba N.S. Club, LLC,/dba
Northside Club, Jerome; Jerome County Fair dba Jerome County Fair & Rodeo, Jerome;
Armando Barragain dba Tacos Azteca, Jerome; Sharon Peterson dba 93 Golf Ranch, Jerome; and
Suzette M. Harper dba The Snug Bar & Grill, Eden.
The Commissioners signed leave requests for Scott Denning, Deserae Jones, and Brent
Culbertson (2).
The Commissioners signed an Employee Wage Change form to increase the hours of Assistant
Planning and Zoning Administrator Kacie Buhler to 40 per week, as the planning and zoning
administrator had requested of the Commissioners on June 13.
COMMISSIONER CROZIER TO APPROVE EMPLOYEE TIME RECORDS ON JULY
5
Commissioner Crozier said he was scheduled to approve time records on the employee portal on
July 5.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
Commissioners signed claims for the June 23, 2022, to June 27, 2022, claim cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated June 24, 2022, for the Indigent Fund, with a
grand total of $709.48.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated June 24, 2022, for the Justice and Indigent
Funds, with a grand total of $49,161.16.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated June 24, 2022, with a grand total of
$36,747.38 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, Fair Capital, Election
Consolidation, and Planning & Zoning/Building.
MICHELLE
EMERSON
AND
TRACEE
McKIM––FUND
ALLOCATIONS/EQUIPMENT
Present were Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim,
and Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall.
Funds for Prosecutor and P&Z Offices: Michelle Emerson followed up from June 21 when the
Board had asked for a proposal to equalize pay in the prosecutor’s office and to provide for an
additional employee in the planning and zoning office.
Emerson advised to phase in the salary and benefits required for a new employee in the planning
and zoning office from ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) funds and to take salary increases for
the prosecutor’s office from a contingency budget line. She said she would consult the
prosecutor for appropriate amounts for deputy prosecutors.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to increase immediately the prosecutor’s
salary based upon local wage evaluations, and to add a new position in P&Z due to the current
workload, based on surrounding pay scales. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Nancy Marshall said an additional office would be needed for another employee in her office.
Equipment Purchases: Emerson requested that the County purchase a mega scanner in order to
scan pages from books prior to 2007 that were too large for the County’s current scanners.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the expense of $6,036 for a
mega scanner out of capital purchases to be used by the recorder’s office. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
Emerson also requested the purchase of a new refrigerator for the Judicial Annex Building
because the current one was not keeping food as cold as needed.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the purchase of a refrigerator at
the Annex Building, to replace the current one that is now 16 years old. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
Emerson said her office had boxes for disposal and asked that they be declared of no value.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to declare excess banker’s boxes to be of
no value and to be distributed to the employees or outside sources. It was seconded and carried
with unanimous ayes.
Budgeting: Tracee McKim stated that considering the current inflation rate, the clerk’s office
was endeavoring to include in a proposed budget for FY 2022-23 five percent cost of living
salary increases with a four percent merit option. She asked the Board to consider incentives for
retaining employees. Commissioner Howell suggested a universal raise for each employee rather
than a salary percentage and also a medical savings fund for each employee.
SCOTT DENNING––VETERANS/GUARDIANS REPORTS
Scott Denning, veterans service officer and coordinator for the Board of Community Guardians,
was present.
Veterans: Scott Denning reported he had served seven veterans through office visits and five
with phone calls during the previous week. He asked about carrying a weapon in the Courthouse
with an enhanced concealed permit.
 The Board said it would consult the sheriff’s office.
Guardians: Denning stated he had attended training through St. Luke’s; consulted Kasey Kliegl
as the Fifth District guardianship monitoring coordinator; and had also talked with social
workers about the Guardians program, who had indicated some veterans would qualify for the
program.
Denning said he would explore state and federal grants to help support the Guardians program.
Denning reported a Blaine County deputy prosecutor had expressed interest in joining with
Jerome, Lincoln, and Gooding Counties in the Tri-county Board of Community Guardians. He
recommended having a full board of guardians before adding another county. He said the
Guardians board currently has four out of seven members necessary but that former coordinator
Chris McGuire was willing to be appointed as a member.
 The Commissioners asked Denning to meet with Lincoln and Gooding County
commissioners to seek more volunteers for the Guardians board.
Denning told the Board of a problem providing for current Guardian wards because there were
not enough members of the Board of Community Guardians to approve expenditures.
Budget Request: Denning requested a five percent salary increase from the FY 2022-23 budget.
His budget requests included increases in mileage and office supplies but status quo in computer
software and education lines. Denning said he had added a contingency line of $5,000 per a
recommendation from the auditor’s office.
TIM LARSON––AIRPORTS REPORT
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Present was Airports Manager Tim Larson.
Tim Larson reported he had replaced the reel motor on the fuel hose at the Jerome Airport, and
he gave the current fuel prices. Larson told the Board that the project manager for the Lava
Ridge Wind Project had requested to meet with him, Commissioner Crouch, Mark Doerr, and
Airport Advisory Board Member John Toolson.
 Commissioner Crouch said the Board would consider having the meeting and would
follow up with Larson.
 Commissioner Crouch asked that Larson send ground lease bills to hangar owners in
December for payment in 2023.
PAT BRUNING––EDEN/HAZELTON COMMUNITY CENTER
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present. Also present were Pat Bruning, director of the
Eden/Hazelton Silver & Gold Senior Center; Jeff McCurdy and Michele McFarlane, Region IV
Economic Development; and Rob Grant, director of the Valley Recreation District.
Rob Grant stated the recreation district is prepared to build a Community Center in the
Eden/Hazelton area and that Region IV Development had given some options.
Jeff McCurdy said Region IV had met with senior center representatives, who would like a
combination senior/recreation center. He recommended the recreation district having ownership
because it is a taxing district with ongoing financial support.
McCurdy said the first step would be to hire an engineer and to set a tentative budget, which
could be done by using the $100,000 ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) funds committed by
the County. He said the design professional would determine what property would be
appropriate, and then the Commissioners could bring a design and dollar figure to the Rural
Development Agency (RDA) in quest of funding.
McCurdy recommended using the RFQ (request for qualifications) process in order to qualify for
a grant.
Commissioners Crouch and Crozier asked about a medical facility or children’s services sharing
the property of a community center. Grant said the Valley School has some vacant property and
that there have been pros and cons expressed for using it.
 McCurdy said Region IV would prepare a scope of work to give to Grant for seeking an
RFQ, and Commissioner Howell said he would be available if Grant needed help. McCurdy said
Regional IV would help with paying an architect.
MIKE TYLKA––DISC/FOOT GOLF COURSE CLOSE-OUT
Deputy Auditor Jeri Wilson was present. Also present were Mike Tylka and Bill Bridges,
representing the Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board.
Monday, June 27, 2022
Page 6 of 10

Mike Tylka presented a final balance sheet for establishing the Bridger Baxter Memorial Park,
saying the project was finished. He said $54,000 had been expended in building the course, in
addition to many donations and over 200 hours of his personal time.
Tylka said he would like to resign as an advisor to the Snake River Canyons Park Managing
Board. He said he would present the disc/foot golf course expense sheet to the Park Board at its
next meeting.
Commissioner Howell congratulated Tylka on performing a marvelous job as the chairman and
then as an advisor to the Park Board.
Meeting recessed at 12 NOON to allow the Commissioners to attend a retirement recognition for
Sheryl Koyle as a Minidoka County Commissioner.
Meeting reconvened at 4 P.M.
CITIZEN CONCERNS REGARDING A HALF-WAY HOUSE
Present were Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall, Assistant Administrator Kacie
Buhler, Building Official Sharde McMillan, Sheriff George Oppedyk, Prosecutor Mike Seib, and
Chief Deputy Treasurer Nina Lagle.
Also present were Joe Glasett, Kristi DeWitt, Heather Jensen, Herman Bennett, Kristine Hise,
Sharon Bennett, Debura Jacky, William Jacky, Nicole Crawford, Jill Bradley, Beth Price, Terry
Price, Vaughn Hixson, Amy Smith, Chris Smith, Cathy McKay, Cathy Spencer, Taylor Myole,
Lincoln Spencer, Charles Carpenter, Richard Castle, Don McKinney, Doreen McKinney, Shari
Blom, Brittainy Featherston, Ella May Jorgenson, LaVern Jorgenson, Mike Hausauker, Kate
Hausauer, Bob Sigmon, Deb Urrutia, Brett Rue, Sharon Hays, Richard Hays, Sara Hubert, Justin
Skaar, Esther Peters, Grady Peters, Amy Johns, Sabrina Vasquez, Eduardo Maciel, Buck Bland,
Patsy Bland, Brittany Bowden, Tyson Bowden, Betty Bunnetty, Brenda Weekes, James Vail,
Cullen Gaskill, Ciera Kay Hobbs, Betty Maciel, Larry Greenwalt, Linda Greenwalt, Colin
Maxey, Gary Bray, Brent Rogers, Monica Rogers, Duane Rubink, Brett Thompson, Tanner
Johns, and Luke Peters, all affiliating as neighbors to the Half-Way House on Golf Course Road.
Commissioner Crouch stated the County had investigated a group residence on Golf Course
Road and had found that its establishment was legal. He then read from a letter from the
Commissioners and the Planning and Zoning Office that was distributed to those present. The
letter quoted Idaho Code 67-6531 stating that a “single family dwelling shall include any group
residence in which eight or fewer unrelated persons with disabilities or elderly persons reside and
who are supervised at the group residence in connection with their disability or age-related
infirmity.”
Commissioner Crouch said the Commissioners were surprised at the ability of a disability home
to be established in Jerome County.
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Commissioner Crozier said the Commissioners had received a letter from the residence’s legal
counsel advising to forward any concerns or questions to the legal firm. He said two potential
violations might be the number of residents in the home and their supervision.
Commissioner Crouch then offered the residents present to take turns speaking to the Board.
James Vail stated a group of people from the home had been walking down the road and cussing
in earshot of his grandchildren and that about 20 people came out of the house when a fire truck
had hit a deer on the road. He said that the location of the home devalues its neighbors’
properties and that he hoped the Commissioners could do something to help the neighboring
residents.
Kristi DeWitt said there were clearly more than eight people living in the residence and that she
had counted up to 20. She said neighbors had established a neighborhood watch because some of
the residents in the home had taken private property from a neighbor. She concluded by
questioning the purpose of the home and the amount of supervision.
Betty Maciel spoke as the mother of three young children and said she was scared for them
because she had seen residents from the home on a private lane to her house.
Commissioner Crozier said he understood her concerns and would investigate the number of
residents and their supervision.
Mike Hausauer said he was shocked by the group home and that he consistently had seen more
than eight people there. He suggested a search warrant to verify the number of residents.
Brittany Featherson expressed concern about both males and females living in the home and
people in the roadway. She said the residents need supervision because neither they nor the
neighbors are safe.
Cierra Kay Hobbs told of when a resident of the home addressed her inappropriately as a
stranger, then asked for a ride in her Jeep, and concluded with a rude gesture when she refused
him a ride. She said she lives on a private lane on which persons should not trespass. Hobbs said
every time her great dane barks that she grabs her gun.
Beth Price stated the home’s property was not taken care of well. She said the purpose of the
home needs to be investigated, adding that addiction recovery requires a structured environment
with counselors who are schooled in addiction. Price said two tiny houses, with weeds around
them, had been added to the property; Commissioner Crouch said that the Planning and Zoning
Office is investigating the legality of the houses.
Gary Gray stated most rehabilitation facilities are fenced and that he had seen ten people in the
home parking lot that day. He said the County attorney should respond to the home’s attorney
and that he believed the zoning laws governing such facilities were probably really old.

Monday, June 27, 2022
Page 8 of 10

Commissioner Crozier read part of the letter received from the attorney for the establishment by
Moonlight Mountain asking that any correspondence about the facility be directed to the legal
firm rather than to Moonlight Mountain.
Commissioner Howell said the Commissioners had consulted both the planning and zoning
office and the County attorney about the home.
Grady Peters, as a neighbor next to the home, asked for investigation of Moonlight Mountain.
He said he was part of a group that was asking help from local leaders.
Colin Maxey stated that he had installed security cameras at his residence to show how many
people were living in the home. He added that the residents did not understand trespassing.
Kristine Hise questioned the classification of the adults living in the facility. She said a mentally
handicapped facility needs 24-hour supervision and a locked building at night, which she said
would be easy to require. She said a nurse or doctor may need to be on the property, depending
on the prescriptions used, as well as a required number of staff who are awake at night. She
added that it is difficult to keep male and females apart unless there is a hospital setting.
Commissioner Crouch asked that neighbors call 911 if they see any illegal activity.
Sheriff George Oppedyk reiterated to call 911 for any “weird” activity or trespassing, saying that
documented calls add power to illegal activity and that his patrolmen would have more presence
in the neighborhood. He said he liked the establishment of a neighborhood watch.
Joe Glasett stated a co-ed facility is illegal in Jerome County and said the County has authority
to make rules governing it.
Grady Peters again addressed the Board and asked if no trespassing signs were required in order
to prosecute. Sheriff Oppedyk said signs are preferred, but he and Mike Seib advised residents to
call 911 if anyone was trespassing on their property.
Commissioner Crozier announced the phone number of the law office representing Moonlight
Mountain.
Sheriff Oppedyk said a person has a right to protect his property and his family.
Cathy Spencer stated she had witnessed the degradation of communities after half-way houses
were put in residential areas and that there are many places in Jerome County that are away from
families. She said she loved the flavor of the community and that residents want to feel secure in
preserving the character of their communities.
Commissioner Crouch stated the Board appreciated the residents expressing their concerns and
that the Commissioners feel their pain. He said the County must follow the laws, which can be
very painful.
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Meeting adjourned at 5:20 P.M.

Respectively submitted:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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