JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Tuesday, June 21, 2022
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:04 A.M.
Present were Deputy Sheriff Rick Scruggs, Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall
and Assistant Administrator Kacie Buhler, Sheriff George Oppedyk, Chief Deputy Assessor
Tracy Perkins, and Attorney Mike Seib.
Commissioner Crouch called for an executive session.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
 9:05 A.M. - A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to go into executive session per
Idaho Code 74-206(1)(f), regarding litigation. It was seconded and carried with a unanimous roll
call vote.
9:35 A.M. – Return to open session.
No action was taken, due to being informed that current residents are federally protected.
Previous owners are being pursued for past planning and zoning violations on the property.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported he had attended an Eden City Council meeting where Eminent
Technological Solutions (ETS) had given a presentation offering to perform an evaluation of the
area’s broadband needs and how to achieve them. He noted that ETS had given similar
presentations to Jerome County as well as to the cities of Jerome and Hazelton. He said he had
also attended a meeting in which Lincoln County representatives had met with ETS about
completing Phase 1 in their county.
Commissioner Crozier told the Board that directors at a meeting of the Fair Board were
preparing for the Fair in August and had awarded Mike Fairchild the residence at the
Fairgrounds if he would remove it, which removal was to begin June 27. He said that new tables
and benches for the grounds had been shipped.
Commissioner Crozier had attended a strategic planning meeting for the South Central
Community Action Partnership (SCCAP). He and Commissioner Crouch were present at a
meeting with Bureau of Land Management representatives regarding the proposed Lava Ridge
wind farm. Commissioner Crouch had joined a tour of the wind project area following the
meeting.
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Commissioner Crozier said he had talked with Stan Bolich about the possibility of the Rural
Development Agency helping with upgrades to the Jerome American Legion Hall. He said he
had also fielded many calls from citizens opposed to the proposed wind farm.
Commissioner Howell reported from an Idaho Transportation Department open house on
widening the interstate highway from Jerome to Twin Falls, following a traffic study. He had
also attended a meeting of the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and had learned of the
benefits of joining it.
Commissioner Howell had toured the True West Beef plant being constructed in Jerome County;
he had also met with SIRCOMM (emergency communications) staff as well as the Fair manager;
and had examined Yingst Grade.
Commissioners Howell and Crouch had attended a Republican Central Committee meeting
where members had made plans for a Fair booth and the Fair parade and had registered delegates
to the State Convention.
Commissioner Crouch had heard Jerome city and county updates at a Jerome 20/20 economic
development meeting.
All three Commissioners had attended Flag Day ceremonies by the Veterans of Foreign Wars
held at the Military Museum in Jerome, which included flag retirements, a barbecue, a silent
auction, and a civil war demonstration as well as several presentations concerning the importance
of the flag and honoring servicemen.
All the Commissioners reported they had listened to a webinar with Governor Little and his staff,
hosted by the Idaho Association of Counties. Topics had included the State budget; fire, flood,
and drought conditions; forthcoming work on tax issues; the Idaho Transportation Department’s
proposed facility on Highway 93 north of Twin Falls; and some discussion on wind farms.
SIGN ORDINANCE 2022-5
The Board was in receipt of an ordinance supporting their decision on May 31 to set hours for
the closure of Yingst Grade.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to sign Ordinance 2022-5 closing Yingst
Grade from 10 P.M. to 5 A.M. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
ORDINANCE NUMBER 2022-5
AN ORDINANCE OF THE JEROME COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS,
STATE OF IDAHO, AMENDING JEROME COUNTY ORDINANCE 2022-2 SO AS TO
CAUSE YINGST GRADE TO BE OPEN EVERY DAY STARTING AT 5:00 A.M.; SETTING
FORTH UNDERLYING RECITALS; INCORPORATING RECITALS; DIRECTING
IMPLEMENTATION BY ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF; REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING
ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE
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RECITALS:
WHEREAS, Article XII, Section 2, of the Idaho Constitution authorizes Jerome County to adopt “all such
local police, sanitary, and other regulations as are not in conflict with its charter or with the general laws”; and
WHEREAS, Idaho Code Section 31-714 authorizes Jerome County to pass all ordinances, rules, and
regulations necessary for carrying into effect or discharging the powers and duties conferred by the laws of the State
of Idaho, and that are necessary or proper to provide for the safety, promote the health and prosperity, and improve
the general welfare of the inhabitants of Jerome County and all persons who may be present in Jerome County from
time to time; and
WHEREAS, Idaho Code Section 31-715 mandates all such ordinances to be published in a newspaper
circulated in the county before such will become effective; and
WHEREAS, Idaho Code Section 31-715A authorizes the Board of County Commissioners to publish a
summary of the ordinance; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Jerome County Commissioners, on March 28, 2022, approved and passed
Ordinance Number 2022-2, which for the reasons stated therein, closed Yingst Grade from 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.
the following day; and
WHEREAS, since the passing of Ordinance Number 2022-2, the Board finds it necessary to shorten the
time Yingst Grade is to be closed, and thereby cause it to be open to the public an hour earlier than originally
allowed in Ordinance 2022-2; and
NOW, THEREFORE,
COMMISSIONERS as follows:

BE

IT

ORDAINED

BY

THE

JEROME

COUNTY

I.

Recitals. The above recitals are hereby incorporated into this ordinance.

II.

Authority. This ordinance is enacted pursuant to Idaho Code Section 31-714.

III.

Title. This ordinance shall be known as Jerome County Ordinance No. 2022-5.

BOARD

OF

IV.
Effect: Yingst Grade shall become available for public enjoyment an hour earlier every day by
moving the time it is to open from 6:00 a.m. to 5:00 a.m. Jerome County Ordinance No. 2022-2 is hereby amended
so as to cause this effect.
V.
Purpose. To promote the public safety, health, welfare, convenience, and enjoyment of the Snake
River Canyons Park, and to preserve and enhance the recreational experiences of all who utilize the Park.
VI.

Adoption. This ordinance is adopted as written.

VII.
Repeal. Any other existing Jerome County Ordinance, resolution, or portion thereof, that conflict
with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be repealed or superseded to the extent of such conflict.
VIII.
Severability. The various parts of this ordinance and those of its attachment are severable. The
invalidity of a certain part shall not affect the validity of the remaining parts.
IX.
Implementation. Administrative staff and agents of Jerome County are hereby directed to take
such actions as may be necessary to implement the provisions of this ordinance.
X.
Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective upon its approval, passage, and publication in a
newspaper in circulation in Jerome County.
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Approved and adopted as an ordinance of Jerome County by the Board of Jerome County Commissioners
on the 13th day of June 2022.
JEROME COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ATTEST:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

/s/ Michelle Emerson
Michelle Emerson, Clerk

/s/ A. Ben Crouch
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

(SEAL)

/s/ John Crozier
John Crozier, Commissioner
/s/ Charles M. Howell_
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner

SNAKE RIVER CANYONS PARK HIGHWAY SIGNS
Commissioner Howell said he was waiting for a response from the Idaho Transportation
Department regarding a request to post a sign at the intersection of Highway 93 and Golf Course
Road that would direct visitors to the Snake River Canyons Park.
APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Board signed Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Scott Denning, Deserae Jones, Tanya
Stitt, and Mario Umana.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated June 21, 2022, for the Insurance Deductible
Trust Fund, with a grand total of $2,040.78.
The Board signed Retail Alcoholic Beverage Licenses to the following: Martin Vega dba
Hazelton’s Landmark, LLC, Hazelton; Marla Gardner dba Northwest Land and Cattle
Company/Kwik Service, Jerome; FC Restaurant Ventures, LLC, dba Fat Clarence’s Pub and
Grub, Jerome; Rosalinda H. Paiz dba El Sombrero, Jerome; Alma Nieto dba Mi Pueblo Mexican
Bakery, Jerome; Family Dollar, Inc., dba Family Dollar #26776, Jerome; and Northwest Land
and Cattle Company/Kwik Service dba Kwik Serve Sinclair, Jerome.
The Board signed leave requests for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones (4), and Tanya Stitt.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
The Board signed claims for the June 14, 2022, TO June 22, 2022, payroll cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated June 17, 2022, for the Court Trust-Odyssey,
Court Bond Trust, and Restitution-Courts Funds, with a grand total of $3,785.58.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated June 16, 2022, for General Government
Funds, with a grand total of $28,604.90.
IDAHO TRANSPORTATION REPRESENTATIVES––NEEDS, SAFETY CONCERNS
Present were Nathan Jerke and Jessica Williams, Idaho Transportation Department; and Shane
Marshall, Beau Hunter, and Claire Woodman, all representing Horracks Engineers.
Nathan Jerke told the Board that the Idaho Transportation Department (ITD) was studying the
establishment of another bridge across the Snake River Canyon by gathering data, taking
surveys, and looking at traffic patterns. He said ITD had employed Horracks Engineers as a
consulting firm to offer an unbiased perspective.
Shane Marshall asked the Board what problem a new bridge would solve.
The Board cited traffic congestion and the number of trucks on Blue Lakes Boulevard and Pole
Line Road in Twin Falls. Commissioner Crouch said there is an overwhelming need for a third
bridge.
Jessica Williams asked about the location of a new crossing. Commissioner Crozier said he
preferred a proposal west of Jerome that would relieve truck traffic on the current bridge.
Marshall questioned what benefits a new bridge would bring to Jerome County. Commissioner
Crouch stated a bridge off 300 West of Twin Falls would reduce the number of trucks on Main
Street in Jerome.
Commissioner Howell suggested building two bridges and not using farm grounds, which he said
would not cost as much as building expenditures in Ada County.
Williams stated the Commissioners’ opinions would help the transportation department with its
decision. Beau Hunter said his firm would be formulating three working groups and would be
meeting with each group.
BROOKE TAYLOR––FIREWORKS PERMITS
Present were Brooke Taylor, Nancy and Josh Flores, and Dirk Pollard, all Family Fun Fireworks;
David and Amy Weaver, Juan and Madison Hernandez, Kevin Hernandez, Andres Hernandez,
Adam Klimess, Brian Weaver, Benson Weaver, Tamra Weaver, and Alisa Weaver, Outlet
Fireworks; Lily and Mat Yergensen and Hass, and Cory Pancheri, Twin Falls citizens; and
Shawn and Joshua Bell, SSB Group, LLC.
Brooke Taylor stated she was addressing the Board because she and other fireworks sellers had
received a letter from the Board about selling only safe and sane fireworks. She said the sellers
had not been informed of the 40-year-old County ordinance until two weeks ago, which she said
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needed to be updated because fireworks 40 years ago were more dangerous than they currently
are.
Taylor requested to be able to sell the fireworks ordered for this season. She said fireworks had
already been ordered for 2023 because of the slow supply chain. She said the law allows
fireworks sales if buyers sign a waiver.
Commissioner Howell relayed that the Board’s legal counsel said the waiver means nothing.
David Weaver said he would also like a revision to the County ordinance. He added that the
fountains available now are different from the ones sold 40 years ago.
 Commissioner Howell stated the sheriff’s department would visit the fireworks stands in
Jerome County this year to gather information to apply to next year.
CHRIS BARBER––TEXT AMENDMENT
Chris Barber was present.
Chris Barber reviewed his request for a text amendment to the Jerome County Zoning
Ordinance. He said the Planning and Zoning Office had told him to address the Board, which he
had done on December 20 when the Commissioners had sponsored the study of the use of 400
East 200 South property.
Barber said when no action had been taken by May 9, he had returned to the Commissioners, and
the planning and zoning administrator had said it would take a minimum of six months to
complete the process of adopting a text amendment after the Planning and Zoning Commission
begins to address the matter.
Barber stated that a text amendment is a simple process and that he was requesting a decision of
whether the property could be used for RV camping and storage.
Commissioner Crozier asked how the Board could help. Barber requested that the matter come
before the Planning and Zoning Commission.
Commissioner Crouch said the Board had met with Planning and Zoning Commission members
on May 16 and had determined that the Commission members would address legislative changes
twice a year, which would result in a target date of August for the planning and zoning
commission to address Barber’s request for a text amendment.
Barber asked that the process for text amendments be expedited and said he wanted to be on the
Planning & Zoning Commission agenda the next month. He added that while waiting for a
decision, the property in question could be sold to a party that could establish an undesirable use
on it, such as a zoo, a sewage lagoon, or a salvage yard––all permitted uses at the current time.
SCOTT DENNING––VETERANS/GUARDIANS REPORT
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Scott Denning, veterans service officer/Board of Community Guardians coordinator, was
present.
Veterans: Scott Denning reported he had assisted seven veterans the previous week and two
more that morning. He said he had also spoken with Robert Smith, the State veterans service
officer based in Twin Falls.
Denning stated he had been successful changing the name on the Vetrospec license to his so that
he could enter claims with the Veterans Administration (VA). He also said he would meet with
some veteran organizations to increase his presence in the veteran community.
Denning told the Board he had made reservations for training from the VA in Boise during
August. He said he would meet with the County chief deputy clerk and give a budget
presentation for FY 2022-23 the next week. He added that books available online could reduce
the amount of the budget needed for his office.
Guardians: Denning said he was scheduled to meet with Kasey Kliegl, Fifth District
guardianship monitoring coordinator, that week. He said he would also meet with the County
prosecutor the next day about how the prosecutor’s and the veterans’ offices could work together
for the guardians’ program.
Meeting recessed at 12:10 P.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:18 P.M.
TRACEE McKIM––ARPA FUNDS
Present were Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim,
and Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson.
Tracee McKim provided a list of committed ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) funds updated
from June 6. The changes were that $1,250,000 for a jail final pod and $100,000 to clear out the
old jail were ready to be disbursed.
She had added $30,000 each for legion halls in Jerome and Eden and $20,000 for sheriff office
body armor, as approved by motions on June 6. The total of ARPA uncommitted funds
remaining was $367,311.49.
MICHELLE EMERSON––ARPA FUNDS DISBURSEMENTS
Present were Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim,
and Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson.
Michelle Emerson stated that Stan Flint, emergency management services manager, had reported
that a location study for an ambulance building had resulted in the current location as the best
place. She suggested hiring an architect with about $10,000 of federal ARPA funds to design
remodeling the current building.
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Commissioner Howell asked about an addition to the building, and Brent Culbertson said it was
a possibility but that more study would be necessary.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to allow Brent Culbertson to pursue the
ambulance building remodel. It was seconded, followed by discussion of the cost to hire an
architect and an engineer, and carried with unanimous ayes.
Emerson stated her office could issue checks for approved ARPA disbursements, or it could
require recipients to bring receipts of work completed before releasing the funds. The Board
agreed to the latter.
MICHELLE EMERSON––MARSHALL CONTRACT NEGOTIATION
Present were Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim.
Michelle Emerson told the Board her office had previously provided information to the sheriff’s
office and had recently provided more documents to help a company negotiate with the US
Marshals Service for jail bed rental space.
 Commissioner Crouch asked the clerk to bring the Board a proposal for equalizing pay in
the prosecutor’s office and also funding for an additional employee in the Planning and Zoning
Office from ARPA funds immediately and then to include the adjustments in the FY 2022-23
budget. Emerson was scheduled to return on June 27.
ROHN TURNER––HOMEOWNER EXEMPTION
Assessor Mark Swenson and Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober were present. Also present was
Rohn Turner.
Mark Swenson followed up from June 13 by providing paperwork showing what the taxes for
Rohn Turner would have been in 2020 if his house were listed on the property. He said the
estimated taxes, with a homeowner exemption, would have been $3,265.43 but that the Turners
had paid only $33.62 because their property was listed as bare land for that year even though
they had moved into their house in December of 2019.
Commissioner Crouch asked Swenson how the assessor’s office learns of an occupancy. He said
applying for a homeowner exemption would trigger occupancy but that his office could not find
a homeowner exemption filed for 2021.
Commissioner Howell was unsure if the assessor’s office had received an occupancy permit
from the planning and zoning office.
Commissioner Crouch suggested refunding the Turners one-third of what they would have saved
with a homeowner exemption in 2021.
The Board asked for the treasurer’s opinion. Tevian-Ekren Kober said she believed the Turners
had experienced a good deal by paying only $33 instead of $3,265 for 2020 taxes.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to apply a homeowner exemption for
Rohn Turner for 2021 taxes. It was seconded, followed by discussion by Commissioner Howell
that he could not vote aye because the Turners had paid no tax for their house in 2020, and
carried with Commissioners Crouch and Crozier voting aye and Commissioner Howell voting
nay.
Swenson later brought for signature a tax cancellation to reduce the 2021 value of the Turner
property by $125,000 to a new taxable value of $331,857 with a financial impact of $1,450.65.
MARK SWENSON––NON-PROFIT TAX EXEMPTION
Assessor Mark Swenson was present.
Mark Swenson gave the Board a Property Tax Exemption Application for the Over Comers
Church, which had purchased the church at 704 Second Avenue East in Jerome.
Commissioner Howell recalled that the Board had denied a tax exemption to the church
previously because it had not owned the building.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the Property Tax Exemption
Application for Over Comers Church at 704 Second Avenue East, Jerome. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
TANYA STITT––EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT REPORT
Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt was present.
Tanya Stitt presented a list of updates from the Office of Emergency Management, which
included an inventory of outdated radio repeaters and radios stored in the Courthouse that she
said could not legally be reused. She said they needed to be taken to a radio vendor and scrubbed
but that there was a radio rack that could be reused.
Stitt stated she would use DAY Wireless, a Motorola vendor, to replace necessary radio
equipment.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to dispose of the radio equipment
described through the proper channels. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Stitt was concerned about emergency plans for County buildings.
 The Board determined to pursue emergency management to be under the direction of the
Office of Emergency Management.
The Board agreed to delaying the Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) meeting from
June until July 21 to enable a report on the update of the All-Hazard Mitigation Plan. Stitt also
said she was coordinating with the Public Health District for a vaping presentation that would be
beneficial for first responders, schools, and parents.
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 Stitt suggested a potluck employee picnic, and the Board agreed to hold it from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. on July 11.
Stitt showed the Board a list of items that could be purchased in bulk to give away for positive
promotions at events.
CY LOOTENS––EQUIPMENT PURCHASES
Deputy Clerk/Elections Specialist Cy Lootens was present.
Cy Lootens told the Board that the clerk’s office needed additional filing cabinets for storing
maps. He presented a quote for two cabinets, smaller than the current ones, for $645 each.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the expenditure of $1290 for
two filing cabinets for maps. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Lootens also said the elections department needed to update the laptop computer used with the
County’s ballot counter.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier that the County purchases a computer
upgrade for $2,670. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Lootens said he had learned from other clerk’s offices of a ballot counter that could be used as
absentee and early voter ballots are received, with the numbers and ballots retrieved on election
night. He said the purchase could be covered in the budget, with a possible reimbursement from
the State.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the purchase proposal from
ES&S (Elections Systems and Software) of $7,725 for tabulation hardware and an annual postwarrantee license and maintenance fee of $232.50. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
JOSEPH SIMONSON––VOICES AGAINST VIOLENCE UPDATE/BUDGET REQUEST
Joseph Simonson and Noemi Juarez were present representing the Voices Against Violence
agency.
Update: As grants manager for Voices Against Violence (VAV), Joseph Simonson presented a
book of the Annual Report from Voices Against Violence in the 2020-21 fiscal year as well as a
pamphlet telling of free services and signs of abuse.
Simonson said the organization is in its 40th year of helping victims from Jerome, Lincoln,
Gooding, and Twin Falls Counties. He said the agency sees approximately 180 clients a month.
Simonson explained that VAV changed from using a community shelter to housing victims in
hotels during the COVID epidemic and has continued to do so, which he said has expanded the
number of people served.
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Noemi Juarez, community client and case manager director, expanded on the kinds of services
offered and said the agency helps with abuse education and prevention and has established a
support group.
Budget Request: Simonson told the Board that crime victim funds have decreased and that
VAV is cutting its expenses. He said transportation and groceries were two large needs and
asked that the County donate $2,000 for transportation and $2,000 for groceries (an increase
from $2,000 provided in the current fiscal year) to help Jerome County residents in FY 2022-23.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib, Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, and Deputy Clerk Jeri Wilson
were present. Also present were Bill Bridges and Sue Williams, representing the Snake River
Canyons Park Managing Board.
Sue Williams presented a handout of the Ricketts RV Camp Concept in the Snake River
Canyons Park, including maps and a Recreational Vehicle Account showing matching funds of
$58,251. She asked Mike Seib about legal procedures for establishing camping sites in the Park.
Seib advised that hiring services under $25,000 does not require bidding and that the first step
would be to hire an engineer.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the minutes of June 13 as read.
It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Denied were Case Nos.
2122-034; 2122-033; and 2122-037.
Meeting adjourned at 4:50 P.M.
Respectively submitted:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner
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______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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