JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, June 6, 2022
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported from a South Central Behavioral Health meeting in Twin Falls in
which members reviewed 25 grant applications, eventually awarding grants to 16 recipient
organizations.
Commissioner Crozier and the other two Commissioners, as well as several other community
leaders, had attended a Rural Roundup sponsored by the United States Department of
Agriculture Rural Development Agency (RDA). He said representatives had reviewed programs
offered by the RDA for small communities and had encouraged applications, saying if the
Agency could not help, it would direct applicants to the agency that could.
Commissioner Howell told of a Business Plus luncheon in Twin Falls where he had heard about
apprentice programs brought to Jerome High School to help students learn employment
opportunities in different industries.
Commissioner Howell reported from a Southern Idaho Regional Solid Waste board meeting that
Jerome County has had the highest increase in trips to the transfer station and in the volume of
garbage of the seven participating counties. He said that directors recommended a new building
for the Jerome Transfer Station and that County fees would increase to fund it. The
Commissioner also reported that the gas to energy project at the regional landfill is not expected
to make a profit until 2026.
Commissioner Crouch reported from a paramedics meeting that members had discussed the new
proposed budget, and he said a fund was accumulating funds to purchase a new ambulance. He
had also attended a Region IV Economic Development meeting where an election was held to
appoint members to two boards and finances were discussed.
Commissioner Crouch had given a radio interview along with the executive director of Jerome
20/20, Larry Hall. He said he had also visited with Jeff French, who was concerned about
possible escalation of a conflict between a resident and users of Yingst Grade. He said he had
spoken with the sheriff about talking with the neighbor about concerns.
Commissioner Crouch had also visited with the sheriff about equipment needed by the sheriff’s
department.
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APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Board approved Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Tanya Stitt, and Mario
Umana.
APPOINT MPO REPRESENTATIVES
Commissioner Crouch had visited with the planning and zoning administrator about a staff
member who would be willing to participate on the Metropolitan Planning Organization board.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to appoint Commissioner Howell as an
elected official on the board and Nancy Marshall or Kacie Buhler as representatives to the
Metropolitan Planning Organization. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
APPROVE MID-SNAKE REGIONAL WATER RESOURCE COMMISSION BUDGET
The Board was in receipt of a ballot to approve the Middle Snake Regional Water Resource
Commission budget for inclusion into the Jerome County FY 2022-23 budget. The amount for
the County was the same as provided in the current fiscal year.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve $2,552 for the Mid-Snake
Water Commission, contingent on the Jerome County FY 2022-23 budget. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board was in receipt of a letter from Idaho State Parks & Recreation approving a grant of
$271,441 for the Ricketts RV Camp in the Snake River Canyons Park.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to sign the State Parks and Recreation
grant agreement forms on behalf of the Park and mail them. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated June 2, 2022, for the Insurance Deductible
Trust Fund, with a grand total of $3,474.03.
The Board signed a Permit for the Sale of Safe and Sane Fireworks to Brooke Taylor, Chubbuck,
to be used at the Crossroads Business Park, Jerome.
The Board signed Retail Alcoholic Beverage Licenses to: Pauline Van Holland dba Caddy Shack
Restaurant & Bar, Jerome; Lorena Plascencia dba Geminis Beauty Salon, Jerome; Jose Perez
Marin dba Garibaldis Mexican Restaurant, Jerome; Emilio R. Silva dba El Parralito Salon,
Jerome; and Oak Legacy, LLC, dba Twin Falls/Jerome KOA, Jerome.
The Board signed leave requests for Mario Umana and Deserae Jones.
STEVE HINES––EXTENSION OFFICE REPORT AND FY 2022-23 BUDGET
REQUEST
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present. Also present was Steve Hines,
University of Idaho Extension Office ag educator/County chair.
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Budget Request: Steve Hines requested three percent salary increases for his staff, saying they
had satisfactory annual evaluations. He said the 4-H coordinator would be accepting an extension
educator position for Twin Falls County after the Jerome County 2022 Fair, which would result in
salary savings when a new coordinator is hired.
The only increase requested in the “B” budget lines was for vehicle fuel.
Hines did request that the purchase of a computer for his secretary be included in the Data
Processing budget for FY 2022-23.
Hines stated the overall extension budget request was a 2.7 percent increase.
Report: Hines reviewed his written report of extension office activities in April and May. He
said he had spent considerable time planning, preparing, and planting field studies. He had also
taught the rifle discipline section at the National 4-H shooting sports training in California. Hines
listed his other activities as reviewing promotion and tenure packets; judging public speaking at
the annual FAA convention; writing insurance letters; and attending the Extension Annual
Conference in Moscow as well as several other meetings.
Hines reported Extension Educator Gretchen Manker had attended a professional development
conference in Chicago regarding the Juntos 4-H program as well as the annual University of
Idaho extension conference in Moscow and three other meetings. He also told of Manker’s
activities in nutrition and health, food preservation, and 4-H youth development.
Hines said Celia Villalobos, as the community nutrition instructor, had given classes at three
different venues as well as a Zoom class.
The report given by Hines also included activities of 4-H Coordinator Tina Miller as well as the
summer programs offered by Jamie Thorn and Gina Anderson, STEAM (Science Technology
Energy Arts Math) coordinator and AmeriCorps team member, respectively.
BILL BRIDGES––BUDGET REQUEST CLARIFICATION AND SAMS NUMBER
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim were present.
Also present was Bill Bridges, chairman of the Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board.
SAMS Number: Bill Bridges said he had filed paperwork three times unsuccessfully in an effort
to receive a federal SAMS number so that the Snake River Canyons Park could receive federal
grant dollars.
Budget Request for FY 2022-23: Those present discussed the budget request made by Bridges
on May 23. They determined the request included: $60,000 for Park Administration (which
includes a $20,000 match for the RV park grant and $20,000 for maintenance); $3,500 for
Signage (a $3,000 increase); $2400 for Web administration; $500 for clean-up; for a total of
nearly $67,000.
TONY LOPEZ––VICTORY HOME RECOVERY UPDATE AND BUDGET REQUEST
Monday, June 6, 2022
Page 3 of 11

Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present. Also present was Tony Lopez, representing the
Victory Home Restoration Center.
Update: Tony Lopez reported that the Victory Home had served 16 Jerome County residents
within the past year. He said the number of persons served had decreased but that the staff was
seeing success and was able to work with residents more on a one-to-one basis. He explained
that after 30 days some residents leave but that others participate in a year-long program of
recovery and reintroduction to the community.
Budget Request: Lopez presented a three-page financial statement from January through
December of 2021. He said the Center had sold its Burley home but was still serving the Magic
Valley, with its main administration in Twin Falls, and he told of fundraising efforts. He
requested that the County again fund the Home $2,000 in FY 2022-23.
JERI WILSON––FAIRGROUNDS LIQUOR LICENSE
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim and Deputy Clerk Jeri Wilson were present.
Jeri Wilson questioned whether the Fair should pay the County for a liquor license that it is
leasing from Diamondz under Jerome County dba Jerome County Fair and Rodeo.
Tracee McKim believed the Fair should pay the County because the payment would be going
from the Fair Fund to the General Fund, to which the Board agreed.
Meeting recessed at 11:35 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:15 P.M.
CY LOOTENS––ELECTION AUDIT REPORT
Deputy Clerk/Elections Specialist Cy Lootens was present.
Cy Lootens gave the Commissioners a press release including a report of the 2022 Idaho Primary
Post-Election Audit performed in Jerome County.
Lootens told the Board that three staff members from the Idaho Office of Secretary of State had
spent a day in Jerome accomplishing the first state-wide audit of election results. He explained
that the staff (with himself and election specialists from three other counties present) had handcounted nearly 2600 ballots from just the closest contested race––the Secretary of State––to
determine if the count matched the numbers from the voting machine counter.
Lootens presented a breakdown of ballots cast for McGrane, Moon, and Souza in each of 12
Jerome County precincts. He stated the margin of error was approximately .038 percent
(compared to .5 percent allowed), which could become zero errors when he finds a ballot that
was counted but presumably had been placed in the wrong ballot box. He said he could not look
for the ballot until June 21, which would be after the period allowed for a recount.
Lootens said two other variations were caused by voter error in marking ballots.
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TEVIAN EKREN-KOBER––ANNUAL REPORT OF ECK SENIVONG
Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober was present. Also present was Eck Senivongs.
Tevian Ekren-Kober reminded the Board of an agreement it had made with Eck Senivongs on
June 1, 2021, to pay $500 a month to catch up taxes of his parent, Chumbhot Senivongs. She
provided a report showing that Senivongs had paid $500 every month from July 1, 2021, through
June of 2022. She said taxes are now owed for 2019, 2020, and 2021.
Eck Senivongs told the Board the overdue taxes were due to a miscommunication; he said his
dad had passed away and that his mother was living in Thailand.
Ekren-Kober stated that Senivongs had paid almost $2,000 in penalties and interest and that the
Commissioners had told Senivongs in 2021 that they would consider waiving other penalty and
interest fees if he maintained his payment plan for a year.
Commissioner Crouch asked Senivongs if he could continue to pay $500 a month; he said he
would.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to vacate the interest fees of $2,121.82
and penalties and fees of $197.68. It was seconded, followed by discussion of commending
Senivongs for making regular payments, and carried with unanimous ayes.
KEN ROBINETTE––COMMUNITY ACTION ANNUAL REPORT/BUDGET REQUEST
Present was Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim. Also present were Ken Robinette, executive
director of the South Central Community Action Partnership; Randy Wastradowski, community
services; and Marri Carter, northern county assessment specialist.
Annual Report: Ken Robinette introduced Marri Carter as a caseworker assigned to residents
north of Twin Falls. He said the agency is endeavoring to go to the people who need assistance
rather than their coming to the Twin Falls office.
Robinette then produced a 12-page report from Community Action detailing services he said
were to improve the quality of life for those who have an economic disadvantage. He listed the
services offered as emergency services/family stability; energy conservation/weatherization;
food distribution; heat bill assistance; and housing.
Robinette reported the program receiving the most assistance was the food program. He said the
second most served was self-help housing, with eight houses completed in 2021 and eight homes
currently under construction. He added that water assistance is a new program, in which
Hazelton had enrolled.
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present.
Robinette included a summary of services provided to Jerome County residents in 2021, totaling
$1.1 million.
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Budget Request: Robinette asked that the County again provide $2,000 in FY 2022-23.
TIM LARSON AND KENT ATKIN––AIRPORTS REPORT
Present were Tim Larson, airports manager, and Kent Atkin, airports consultant.
Sign Transfer Agreement: Kent Atkin presented a request to transfer Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) funds to the Bear Lake Airport before their expiration date because
Jerome County does not currently have a project ready for their use.
Atkin also advised the asphalt on the Jerome Airport runway should be sealed in 2023.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to authorize signature of the Request for
FAA Approval of Agreement for Transfer of Entitlements. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
Report: Tim Larson informed the Board that a reel for fuel needed a new motor and presented a
quote for the motor, freight, supplies, labor, and travel.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to order the reel motor and supplies from
Leonard Petroleum Equipment in the amount of $811.90 It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
Larson gave the current fuel prices at the Jerome Airport and a spreadsheet for fuel sold to
Precision Aviation and another spreadsheet for sales to other pilots.
Atkin was excused.
Mark Doerr, Precision Aviation, was present.
Mark Doerr gave a map to the Commissioners and expressed concern that the proposed wind
turbines in Jerome County could cause obstruction with instrument approaches to the Jerome
Airport. He said the report to the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) did not include the
Jerome Airport.
Doerr stated he would like to verify the safety of pilots with the FAA before construction begins
on the wind turbines. He told the Commissioners that the County could file a form 74-60 with
the FAA.
 The Board determined to discuss the matter with its legal counsel later that day.
LARRY HALL––SHOSHONE FALLS OVERLOOK PROJECT
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson and Assessor Mark Swenson were present. Also
present were Bill Bridges, chairman of the Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board; and
Larry Hall, executive director of Jerome 20/20.
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Larry Hall gave the Commissioners more information about the Shoshone Falls Overlook
Project.
He said the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) was amenable to extending the County lease on
the land for the Snake River Canyons Park, which includes a site for an overlook of Shoshone
Falls from Jerome County. He also stated that Idaho Power is working with the BLM to develop
the overlook.
Hall said he had submitted a proposal to Idaho Power, which would include a County
contribution of $250,000 for each of two budget years. He added that geotechnical engineering
would be necessary before proceeding with excavation for the project.
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present.
Hall stated that the construction figures from 2019 for the overlook project would probably be 30
percent less than current prices and that the total project would be $2-$3 million, depending on
whether the roads were paved. Hall expected to complete the project with a phased approach
when new prices are available. He requested a $250,000 contribution in a block to spend how
construction dictates.
Commissioner Crozier was excused for the remainder of the meeting.
ARPA FUNDING
Present were Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim,
and Attorney Mike Seib.
Tracee McKim presented a list of committed ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) funds as
follows.
Fairgrounds-Outdoor Seating
Broken Bridge Project Funding
Water Usage Study for Eden
Wilson Lake Well Project
Premium Pay (COVID)
IT Wages
Jail Final Pod Startup
Old Jail Clear-out
TOTAL

$ 26,000.00 waiting on application
185,000.00 waiting on SAMS #
42,000.00 ready to be disbursed
60,000.00 waiting on SAMS #
129,452.78 paid out
131,198,23
1,260,000.00 waiting on application
100,000.00 waiting on application
$1,823,561.01

ARPA Money Received as of 6/6/22
Less Committed Funds
Amount Left to Commit

$2,370,872.50
1,823,561.01
547,311,49

The Board was in receipt of an e-mail from Sheriff George Oppedyk with the approximate
amount to equip ten deputies with new body armor, plate carriers, and helmets.
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The Commissioners discussed the need for new protective equipment for sheriff deputies and
also the needs of the American Legion halls in both Jerome and Eden.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to authorize a contribution of $30,00 each
to Jerome and Eden American Legion posts for building repairs, including handicapped
accessibility for Jerome and heating and roof repairs for Eden. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to commit $20,000 to the Jerome County
Sheriff Department to replace and upgrade body armor. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
 The Commissioners determined they needed more information before committing ARPA
funds to move monuments in the Jerome Veterans Park, and possibly a new park in Jerome.
They were also waiting for decisions about a Senior Center and a Medical Center in Eden.
 McKim said she would send letters to the American Legion posts and the sheriff for them
to apply to the clerk’s office for the ARPA funding and that she would also update the Board
each week on the disbursement of the ARPA funds.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Yingst Grade Ordinance: The Board asked Mike Seib to prepare an ordinance amending
Ordinance 2022-2 passed on March 28, 2022, to allow Yingst Grade to be open at 5 A.M. rather
than at dawn in the previous ordinance.
Commissioner Crouch expressed that the Board was concerned about a family being aggressive
toward users of the Yingst Grade, fearing further escalation between the parties. He said he had
spoken with the sheriff about asking the resident to be careful of his actions.
 The Commissioners asked Seib to draft a letter for the Board to send to the resident in
question.
Search and Rescue Equipment: Commissioner Crouch asked Seib about allegations that
former Search and Rescue members had taken equipment not belonging to them. Seib said a
prosecutor would need evidence that the members took something they knew did not belong to
them in order to pursue a lawsuit or a crime committed.
Airport and LS Power: The Board asked Seib if the County could submit a form to the Federal
Aviation Administration to include Jerome County in the application from LS Power for the
wind turbine project. He said the application should be rejected if it was missing a form that
should have been included.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of May 31, 2022,
as read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.

INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Denied was Case No. 2122036; dismissed was Case No. 2122-023.
CLAIMS
Commissioners signed claims for the June 1, 2022, to June 6, 2022, claim cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated June 3, 2022, for the Indigent Fund, with a
total of $420.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated June 1, 2022, for the District Court II Fund,
with a grand total of $3,137.76.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated June 3, 2022, with a grand total of
$589,518.55 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, Indigent, Solid Waste,
and Auditor’s Trust.
Meeting adjourned at 4:33 P.M.
Respectively submitted:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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