JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Tuesday, June 1, 2021
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Cy Lootens, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 11:25 P.M.
INTERVIEW AND HIRE NEW AIRPORT ASSISTANT
The County Commissioners entered executive session to interview and select a new airport
assistant at 11:25 a.m. People in attendance were as follows: Commissioner Ben Crouch,
Commissioner John Crozier, Commissioner Charles Howell, Ralph Kincheloe, Tim Larson, John
Toolson, and the two applicants. The commissioners made a decision on whom to hire.
Executive session ended at 12:09 pm.
The commissioners reconvened at: 12:58 p.m.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioners gave committee reports. First Commissioner Crozier reported that he
volunteered at the fairgrounds on May 26 to clean up around the grounds. He stated he had
attended the retirement party for Jerome School Superintendent Dale Layne. He also stated that
he had visited the True West Beef site to see progress on the project.
Next Commissioner Howell stated that he also attended the retirement party for Dale Layne. He
also attended the budget hearing for the Southern Idaho Regional Solid Waste District in Twin
Falls.
Finally, Commissioner Crouch stated that he also went to the fairgrounds to help mow and trim
the grounds. He stated that he went to Summit Elementary and helped plant a tree with the fifth
graders there at the end of the school year. He stated that he also attended the retirement party for
Dale Layne. He had looked at the progress of construction at the Jerome Airport, as well visiting
with Tim Larson while there. Lastly, he stated that the Hazelton Fourth of July parade will take
place on the 26th of June.
INDIGENT MATTERS
There were no indigent matters for the Commissioners this week.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
The Commissioners signed and approved claims as presented by staff.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated May 28, 2021, for the Indigent Fund, with a
grand total of 686.66.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated May 28, 2021, with a grand total of
$87,859.32 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Justice, Fair Capital,
Election Consolidation, Indigent, Auditor’s Trust, and Planning & Zoning/Building.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
Commissioner Crouch signed a contract with Southern Idaho Commerce as a grant for True
West Beef.
The County Commissioners signed regarding the nomination of Linda Montgomery to the South
Central Public Health District Board.
Commissioners signed leave requests for Brent Culbertson and Mario Umara
TIM LARSON––AIRPORTS REPORT
Airports Manager Tim Larson was present.
Report and New Parking Lot Progress: Tim Larson presented the Commissioners with a quote
from Christiansen Construction for the gravel parking lot work. The quote was discussed. Larson
stated that he had met with Idaho Power about the trenching and transformer work. He also gave
an update on the progress of the runway rehabilitation.
Airport Assistant: The newly hired employee at the airport was discussed. Starting wage and
new hire procedures were discussed. The Commissioners advised Larson to contact the new hire
and give him the information they discussed in these regards. The new hire will then need to visit
with HR.
Independent Fee Estimates for Master Plan: Larson and the Commissioners discussed the
independent fee estimates for the Master Plan. Two companies were presented to assist with
estimates: American Aviation and Coffman Associates. The next step is for the Commissioners
to select one of the companies to provide a quote.
AGROPUR TAX EXEMPTION DISCUSSION
Eric Gracida with Agropur was present to discuss a tax exemption with the Commissioners. Also
present were County Treasurer Tevian Kober, County Assessor Mark Swenson, and County
Clerk Michelle Emerson.
Eric Gracida first gave an update to the commissioners about plant operations and improvements.
He gave an update about employment and new equipment needs. He also presented a signed
application for property tax exemption.
Commissioner Crozier asked about an update on the smell of wastewater and treatment. Gracida
stated that construction of the treatment facility begins in September, and it may take up to a year
for completion.
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Commissioner Howell asked if the application presented today was a new additional application
or a continuation of the current application. Gracida stated it should be a continuation but that he
would get better clarification and update the Commissioners.
Commissioner Crouch asked how many facilities Agropur has in the United States. Gracida
stated there are seven cheese plants and two drying plants across the US. Commissioner Crouch
also asked if future plans such as the treatment facility hinged on this new tax exemption
application. Gracida stated that they do not and that plans are already in place for current projects
and that they are committed to them.
The Commissioners determined to discuss the exemption with legal counsel, and no decisions
were made.
JEROME AMERICAN LEGION UPDATE AND BUDGET REQUEST
Stanley Bolich with the Jerome American Legion was present to give an update and budget
request to the County Commissioners.
Stanley Bolich stated that last year the Legion conducted 35 national cemetery funerals and that
total expenses for their facility totaled $4967. He also stated expenses are increasing. He gave an
update on sidewalk and wheelchair ramp repair that the Legion needs to do. He stated he was
given a quote of $10,000 for the sidewalk repair and $15,000 for the ramp installation. He
presented quotes for electrical and engineering repairs to the facility. He also stated that the
building needs painted. He asked the Commissioners for $15,000 this year to begin working on
these projects.
PROPERTY TAX PENALTIES AND INTEREST FOR ECK SENIVONGS
Eck Senivongs, a property owner in Jerome County, came to talk to the Commissioners about
fees assessed on his family’s property. Also present was County Treasurer Tevian Kober.
The property belongs to his parents, and when his father passed away, he was made aware that
they had not been paying property taxes for the property in question. Senivongs asked the
County Commissioners to be allowed to pay $500 a month to pay down the total of property
taxes due.
Tevian Kober stated that Senivongs had already paid for 2017 taxes and is beginning to pay for
2018 and that a payment plan would allow him eventually to pay the cost in full, which would
save the County money on fees and advertisements with the newspaper among other costs.
The Board discussed Senivongs’ request with him and Kober.
 Commissioner Howell made a Motion to come into an agreement and payment plan with
Eck Senivongs (RPJ17510010260 Chumbhut Senivongs) of $500 a month until taxes are current
and to waive the tax deed process. It was seconded by Commissioner Crozier. The motion
carried unanimously.
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 Commissioner Crouch asked Senivongs to come back in a year, and the Commissioners
could consider waiving the penalties and other fines for the property as well if he maintains his
payment plan.
The Meeting adjourned at 4:20 p.m.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman
________________________
Cy Lootens, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
John Crozier, Vice Chairman

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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