JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Tuesday, May 31, 2022
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported he had visited with citizen users at Yingst Grade about recent
conditions there and how a recent ordinance change might affect the use of the area. He had also
met with Lucas Yonkman, who is the property owner closest to the Yingst Grade entrance, to
introduce himself and talk about recent happenings there.
All three Commissioners had attended an Idaho Association of Counties (IAC) conference of
clerks and commissioners regarding budgeting.
Commissioner Howell informed the Board of a priority dispatch meeting with St. Luke’s
regarding triaging ambulance calls and sending the needed equipment. He said it was necessary
to get the CAD (Computer Aided Dispatch) and the phone system to communicate with each
other.
Commissioner Howell had spoken with citizens about the closure of Yingst Grade at night. He
also said he had asked to travel with a Bureau of Land Management (BLM) representative to
New Mexico, where the BLM had established a shooting range.
Commissioner Crouch had met with the Republican Central Committee, which had elected
Nicholas Wittman as chairman and himself as a representative to the State Convention. He had
also attended the Jerome High School graduation and parade.
Commissioner Crouch reported he had visited with Sheriff George Oppedyk and Chief Deputy
Gary Taylor about the ordinance regarding Yingst Grade and about equipment taken by the
defunct Search and Rescue Unit.
Commissioner Crouch had also conferred with County emergency management personnel about
establishing an anti-drug campaign.
SIGN RESOLUTION 2022-17
The Board was in receipt of a resolution from the Prosecutor Office to destroy certain outdated
records.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to destroy listed records per input from
Mike Seib, prosecuting attorney. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2022-17
WHEREAS, the Jerome County Commissioners have received requests from the Jerome County
Prosecutor’s Office to destroy certain records as set out in Exhibit “A”, pursuant to Idaho Code Section §31-871;
and,
WHEREAS, this request, which lists the documents to be destroyed, is attached to this resolution as Exhibit
“A” and is to be considered as if fully set forth in this resolution; and,
WHEREAS, according to MICHAEL J. SEIB, Jerome County Prosecutor, the documents are CP Files Box
2011-1, Extradition-2007-2009 Out of State, Felony-2022-Digital Files to be Destroyed, Felony and PostConviction Relief Files 1, Felony Digital Records-Destructions of Records, Infraction Box 2016-1, JUV FILES
2011-1, JUVENILE FILES 2011-2, JUVENILE FILES 2011-3, Mental-2022-Digital Files to be Destroyed, Mentals
and Extraditions Box 2011-1, Misdemeanor-2021 Paper Files to be Destroyed, Misdemeanor Digital RecordsDestruction of Records 2022, Misdemeanor to destroy 2022, and Miscellaneous items to be Destroyed 2021 that are
completed, and no reason exists to continue housing these files, and these files need to be destroyed to allow for
more storage space, and furthermore that some record of these matters will remain as the clerk’s office must retain
certain parts of their files on these matters pursuant to I.C.A.R. 37; and,
WHEREAS, proper administration of Jerome County government requires that old records and documents
be periodically cleaned out and destroyed; and,
WHEREAS, Idaho Code Section §31-871 does allow for classification, retention, and destruction of
County Records and documents; and,
WHEREAS, the records listed in this request according to I.C. §31-871(b) are classified as permanent
(1992-2011 Felony, Civil, and Juvenile cases) and semi-permanent (1998-2017 Misdemeanor and Infraction cases)
records as determined by the Board of Jerome County Commissioners upon the advice of the Jerome County
Prosecutor and have been completed at least ten (10) and five (5) years ago, respectively, and therefore need no
longer be retained and may be destroyed.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners for Jerome County,
Idaho, that the following is hereby approved and adopted.
The records listed in this request have been maintained for the requested amount of time, are no longer needed, and
therefore shall be destroyed.
DATED: May 23, 2022

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

/s/ A. Ben Crouch
A. BEN CROUCH, CHAIRMAN
/s/ Jane White, deputy______________________________
MICHELLE EMERSON, CLERK
/s/ John Crozier
JOHN CROZIER, COMMISSIONER
(SEAL)
/s/ Charles M. Howell
CHARLES M. HOWELL, COMMISSIONER
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EXHIBIT “A”
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)
13)
14)

CP FILES 2011-1
Extradition-2007-2009-Out of State
Felony – 2022 – Digital Files to be Destroyed
Felony and Post-Conviction Relief Files 1
Felony digital Records-Destruction of Records 2022
Infraction Box 2016-1
JUV FILES 2011-1
JUV FILES 2011-2
JUV FILES 2011-3
Mental- 2021 Paper Files to be Destroyed
Mentals & Extraditions 2011-1
Misdemeanor- 2021 Paper Files to be Destroyed
Misdemeanor Digital Records-Destruction of Records 2022
Misdemeanor to destroy 2022

NOTE: 80 pages detailing the cases listed in Exhibit A are available with the resolution in the Courthouse, Room
300.

READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of May 23 as read.
It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier approve indigent matters as presented by
staff. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Commissioner Crouch only signed three
liens.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change form to increase the salary of Deputy Auditor
Cheryl Reeder due to a changed position.
The Board signed leave requests for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, and Mario Umana.
The Board signed Retail Alcoholic Beverage Licenses to the following: Larry Tucker dba
Honkers, Jerome; Stinker Stores, Inc., dba Stinker Store #87, Jerome; and Stinker Stores, Inc.,
dba Stinker Store #62, Jerome.
Commissioners signed two Permits for the Sale of Safe and Sane Fireworks to Outlet Fireworks,
Twin Falls, to be used at Crossroads Point and 5350 Highway 93, both Jerome.
Commissioners signed five Catering Permits for the South Hills Bar & Grill, Hansen, to be used
June 4, 2022, from 2 P.M.-12 A.M.; June 12, 2022, from 5 P.M.-1 A.M., June 18, 2022, from 4 P.M.-1
A.M.; June 16, 2022, from 4 P.M.-10 P.M.; and June 25, 2022, from 4 P.M.-1 A.M., all at the Risk Barn.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
Commissioners signed claims for the May 24, 2022, to May 31, 2022, claim cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated May 27, 2022, for the Indigent Fund, with a
grand total of $2,478.21.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated May 27, 2022, with a grand total of
$79,868.92 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, Election Consolidation,
Revaluation, Court Trust-Odyssey, and Court Bond Trust.
DON PATTERSON––FIREWORKS PERMITS
Present was Deputy Clerk Jeri Wilson. Also present was Don Patterson.
Don Patterson approached the Board about the letter the Commissioners had enclosed with his
Safe and Sane Fireworks Permit. He said he was worried about enforcement of selling only safe
and sane fireworks.
Commissioner Howell said the letter was sent to make sure that sellers know what the laws are
and that it was up to the sheriff’s department to enforce the rules.
Commissioner Crozier said following County and State ordinances is protection from lawsuits if
someone gets hurt from illegal activity.
The Commissioners were in receipt of the County ordinance regarding fireworks. Jeri Wilson
questioned about the State law regarding fireworks, and Commissioner Crouch read from it.

Commissioner Crouch Ben was excused for an obligation for the North Side News.
STAN FLINT––AMBULANCE DISTRICT BUDGET REQUEST
Present were Stan Flint, Emergency Medical Services manager; Chris Shandera, Air St. Luke’s/
Magic Valley Paramedics; and Jeff Stevens, St. Luke’s finance director.
Update: Stan Flint presented a 19-page Annual Report to the Commissioners and said St. Luke’s
appreciates its relationship with the County in providing ambulance service.
Flint stated Jerome County had experienced a 15.5 percent increase in call volume within the
previous year but had remained fully staffed, with five 24-hour shifts and one 12-hour. He said
that within the last three months there had been no holding on all calls.
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present.
Flint told the Board that the ambulance building provided by the County handles only one
ambulance safely and that new ambulances will be longer.
Commissioner Howell asked if the building could be remodeled to meet the ambulance needs.
Flint believed it could but said that a new building would accommodate two ambulances.
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Chris Shandera added that a new building would probably be needed in three to five years. She
said St. Luke’s was gathering statistics of the location of received phone calls and would begin
pursuing options for remodeling or relocating.
Flint and Jeff Stevens told of the monetary savings resulting from the CHEMS (Community
Health Emergency Medical Services) model in use. Shandera said CHEMS was pro-active in
providing services and that 60 Jerome County residents had benefitted from its services in 2021,
including 162 encounters, 78 visits, and 83 phone calls.
Commissioner Crouch was present.
Flint spoke of the St. Luke’s ambulance replacement plan. He said the hospital was pursing an
additional ambulance to locate in Jerome or near the Jerome/Twin Falls County border. He said
two ambulances had currently exceeded their recommended mileages. He referred to a chart
showing the ambulance purchased by Jerome County, and housed in Jerome, showing current
mileage of 115,107 miles; replacement mileage target, 220,000 miles; and projected replacement
in August of 2025.
Commissioner Howell said the major complaint from Jerome County residents was the use of the
Jerome ambulance for transports; Flint said St. Luke’s is working to manage that complaint.
Budget Request: Jeff Stevens referred to three years of financial statistics, showing a significant
increase in expenses. He requested a Magic Valley Paramedics contract of $679,140 for FY
2022-23, which is a $154,140 increase more than the current year contract.
Flint also requested a report of the use of Quick Response Unit funding from the County.
 Commissioner Howell stated the Commissioners would put on their agenda to seek an
ambulance building estimate from an architect.
STAN BOLICH––JEROME AMERICAN LEGION UPDATE AND BUDGET REQUEST
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present. Also present was Stan Bolich, commander of
the Jerome American Legion; and Ronald Poston, Legion member.
Update: Stan Bolich listed eight ways that Jerome American Legion Post 46 had served the
community in 2021. He said the post had also given a scholarship to the most patriotic player on
the Jerome football team.
Bolich gave the Board a list of 2021 expenses for the post, which totaled $14,135. He noted that
the post had been able to put in a new sidewalk at its building and said its biggest need is to
make the building further handicapped accessible.
Bolich said a bathroom could be added to the main floor for $15,000-$30,000 and a ramp was
needed for $15,000; electrical upgrades would be $30,000. Bolich stated the building could be
used for County elections and other community meetings if it were handicapped accessible.
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Bolich told the Board that the 2022 Spring Fling had served 40-50 persons at the hall and had
delivered 109 lunches for a successful fundraiser. He added that the post was going to assume
the fundraising breakfast at the Joe Mama’s Car Show in the summer.
Budget Request: Bolich requested a donation of $15,000 in FY 2022-23, up from the $10,000
the County had provided from its current budget.
ROY PRESCOTT––RANGELAND FIRE DISTRICT UPDATE AND BUDGET
REQUEST
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present. Also present was Roy Prescott, representing the
Rangeland Fire Protection District.
Update: Roy Prescott presented a letter to the Board stating that the County’s support of the
Notch Butte Rural Fire Protection Association (RFPA) enables it to continue in its efforts to
suppress local fires. He said the association had put out three out of four fires in the previous fire
season before Bureau of Land Management crews had arrived.
Commissioner Howell asked about the association’s need for equipment, and Prescott said it
currently had enough.
Budget Request: Prescott requested $500 from the FY 2022-23 budget, a decrease from $1,000
provided in the current fiscal year.
MARK SWENSON––TAX CANCELLATION
Assessor Mark Swenson, Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober, and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee
McKim were present.
Tax Cancellation: Mark Swenson presented the Commissioners a Notice of Cancellation,
explaining that a resident had applied for a homeowner exemption in May 2020 for the 2021 tax
year but that the homeowner exemption did not get applied to her tax bill.
Swenson said the property owner would still owe taxes in June if the of the overcharge was
applied to her second half payment.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to reduce the 2021 value of the property
of Alicia Ann Perez, Parcel Number RPJ07800030180, by 50 percent, or $104,793.50, to a new
taxable value of $104,703.50 due to a clerical error. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
Circuit Breaker Denials: Swenson informed the Board that a new Idaho statute makes 26
County residents ineligible for the Circuit Breaker exemption because of the high value of their
property or the amount of their income.
Swenson said an option could be a Property Tax Deferral, which acts like a reverse mortgage
with a lien on a person’s property, or a hardship exemption approved by the Commissioners.
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Tevian-Ekren Kober said she could send affected residents a coupon book so they could make
monthly payments to be pro-active on paying their taxes.
ANDREA WIESENMEYER––GRANDSTAND BID
Fair Manager Andrea Wiesenmeyer and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim were present. Also
present were Bryant Nelson, Gary Warr, and Mariann Schiewe, all Fair Board members.
Andrea Wiesenmeyer presented a written quote for new grandstands at the Jerome Fairgrounds,
totaling nearly $850,000 and an additional $410,000 if a roof is desired. She said the bleachers
would increase the seating capacity at the arena by eliminating the current concession stand but
that a stand could be put underneath the new bleachers. She added that the quote did not include
demolition of the current grandstands or site work.
Wiesenmeyer asked if the County would be willing to use ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act)
funds to finance new grandstands. She told the Board that when the City of Jerome closes out an
Urban Renewal Area it could add $1.4 million to taxes collected by the County.
Commissioner Crozier informed that the United States Department of Agriculture Rural
Development was launching an initiative to support community needs through loans and grants.
He said he would attend a meeting of the agency in Jerome that week to learn if some funding
would be available for the grandstands project. He also said the County and the Fair have some
funds put aside for the grandstands.
Commissioner Crozier said the County had not received the second installment of ARPA funds;
Tracee McKim said she had sent an application to the federal government for the funds.
Wiesenmeyer said she was willing to apply for grant funds for the grandstands project but that it
would take several more years to complete new grandstands if such funding was received
through the grant process. Gary Warr said that a grant might be available but that the application
process is slow and cumbersome and would require a County match.
Warr said the Board would have the option of roofing the entire structure or part of it. He noted
that the County may not want to pay for a roof over the grandstands because it would not provide
much shade due to the location of the grandstands; he also suggested that the Fair Foundation
could assume a roof project.
Warr stated demolition would need to begin as soon as the Fair is over in August for new
grandstands to be ready for the next Fair and that it would take six months for the delivery of
materials after an order is placed. He said hiring a local company for installation would save
money.
Commissioner Crouch asked what funding the Fair could contribute to the grandstands project;
he said the County has $75,000 for it so far.
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Wiesenmeyer stated replacing the wooden portion of the grandstands is a Number One priority.
She said grandstand replacement requires a large amount of funds but that it would also have a
large impact as well.
Bryant Nelson said the current grandstands are becoming a liability for the County and could be
condemned by the fire marshal.
Warr said a funding commitment is needed before asking another company to submit a bid.
Commissioner Crouch asked if it would be possible to receive some reimbursement over several
years for ARPA funds used.
 The Commissioners said they would discuss the use of ARPA funding later that
afternoon.
Meeting recessed at 12:08 P.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:18 P.M.
WANDA LUNA––YINGST GRADE ORDINANCE
Present was Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim. Also present were Wanda Luna, Shane
Johnson, Rodney Bolich, Brock Smith, Clover Smith, Darin Harrison, Brian Smith, Annette
Larsen, Kim Radford, Koelle Pallas, Jalene Harrison, Tammy Forsell, Jackie Brown, Jennifer
Hansen, Lisa Driscoll, Landon Driscoll, Jeffrey French, and Del Holyoak, all concerned about
Yingst Grade regulations; Sue Williams, Greg Moore, and Bill Bridges, Snake River Canyons
Park directors; and Jason Wethern and Tyson Demaray, Jerome County sheriff deputies.
Wanda Luna addressed the Board about a new ordinance passed by the Commissioners closing
Yingst Grade from 10 P.M. to 6 A.M. She said she was a member of a group of eighteen persons
who regularly hike the grade at 5:30 A.M. when they were met with a screaming person looking
through his security camera at his house at the top of the Grade. He subsequently summoned law
enforcement to inform the hikers that a new ordinance changes the dusk to dawn sign posted to
the new hours.
Luna stated the Grade is commonly used and asked the Commissioners to change the Grade
opening to 5 A.M.
Shane Johnson said it begins to get light at 5 A.M. in the spring. He stated he had met with the
property owner and had also talked with a Bureau of Land Management representative about the
early hikers.
Deputy Jason Wethern stated the closure sign needed to match the ordinance; Commissioner
Howell said the County was in a transition period before erecting a new sign.
Commissioner Crozier verified with the hikers present that their presence had not caused any dog
barking.
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Commissioner Crouch stated the Commissioners’ biggest concern was what happens late at night
on the Grade. He asked if closure from 10 P.M. until 5 A.M. would accommodate the hikers, to
which those present agreed. Bill Bridges mentioned that some residents hike the Grade from 4:30
A.M. until 6 A.M. He added that the times “dusk” and “dawn” are nebulous.
Commissioner Howell asked Deputy Wethern if the use of cameras to watch those on the grade
was legal, which the deputy confirmed was allowed.
Jeffrey French told the Board he lives on the canyon rim and that hearing the angry delivery of
Lucas Yonkman (the resident complaining of the hikers) was verbally abusive and scary and a
red flag of what he might do in the future. He said Yonkman had closed off the Fish and Game
public easement at the top of the grade.
Commissioner Crozier said Yonkman had been polite when he had met him.
Lisa Driscoll spoke as the Jerome High School cross-country coach. She said her concern was
for her athletes who run the Grade for training.
Another resident told that Yonkman had phoned the sheriff when he had shot two rockchucks.
Yet another resident said Yonkman had used a blow horn to address hikers and had held a can of
what he thought could be bear spray.
 Commissioner Howell said he would speak with the realtor again who had sold Yonkman
the property about respecting the way of life of local residents.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to change the ordinance immediately for
Yingst Grade to be closed from 10 P.M. until 5 A.M. It was seconded, followed by discussion, and
carried with unanimous ayes.
JASON WETHERN––EDEN/HAZELTON AMERICAN LEGION BUDGET REQUEST
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim and Deputy Sheriffs Jason Wethern and Tyson Demaray
were present. Also present was Mike Tylka.
Update: Jason Wethern addressed the Board as the commander of the Eden/Hazelton American
Legion post. He told the Board that the post sends students to Boys and Girls State and helps
veterans in the east end of the County.
Budget Request: Wethern said the post has been saving the $10,000 allotted from the County in
the current fiscal year because the funds were not enough for a new roof and furnace needed for
the Legion building. He said the furnace would cost $19,000 and that he did not have an estimate
for a roof because he could not find a contractor willing to do such a small job.
ARPA FUNDING MOTIONS
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present. Also present was Melissa Barry.
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The Commissioners reviewed the projects they had earmarked for ARPA (American Rescue Plan
Act) funding.
Tracee McKim said she could release $42,000 to provide a water study for Eden; she said she
was waiting for the application form she had sent to Rob Grant to provide $60,000 to improve
the well at Wilson Lake; the application from Larry Hall for contributing $185,000 to the
Broken Bridge Project; and from the Fairgrounds for $26,000 to purchase tables and benches
before releasing those funds.
 Commissioner Crouch said he would find out from the City of Jerome the amount needed
for improving the veterans park and building a new park. The Board also needed more input
from Eden and Hazelton about that area’s need for a medical center and a senior center.
The Commissioners agreed they would like to commit $30,000 each to the American Legion
posts in Jerome and Eden.
The Board discussed the need for new grandstands at the Fairgrounds and agreed they needed a
commitment of how much the Fair Board would contribute.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to commit $100,000 to vacate the jail
space in the Courthouse and $1,250,000 to start the final jail pod completion. It was seconded
and carried with unanimous ayes. Tracee McKim said she would send the necessary forms to
release those ARPA funds.
MELISSA BARRY––SOUTHERN IDAHO TOURISM UPDATE/BUDGET REQUEST
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present. Also present was Melissa Barry, executive
director of Southern Idaho Tourism.
Update: Melissa Barry provided and expounded on two pages of written information about
Southern Idaho Tourism. She said Idaho has been experiencing exponential growth.
Barry said the agency had budgeted $75,000 for a light project in Jerome County and was
focusing more on golfing.
Request: Barry requested that the County again donate $1,000 from its upcoming budget.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
 3:07 P.M. – A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to go into executive session per
Idaho Code 74-206(1)(a), hiring an employee. It was seconded and carried with a unanimous roll
call vote.
4:07 P.M. – Return to open session.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to hire Scott Denning for the position of
veterans/tri-county guardians. It was seconded, followed by discussion of previous experience in
the job field and veterans affairs, and carried with unanimous ayes.
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Meeting adjourned at 4:38 P.M.
Respectively submitted:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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