JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, May 10, 2021
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
All three Commissioners had attended a Jerome Chamber of Commerce banquet and fundraiser.
Commissioner Howell said he had attended a Southern Idaho Economic Development (SIED)
executive board committee meeting. He informed the other two Commissioners that Connie
Stopher, executive director of SIED, would address the Board on May 11 regarding a grant that
could make it possible for Hempitecture to locate at the Northbridge Junction in Jerome County.
Commissioner Howell reported from an Adaptive Recovery meeting that the number of
coronavirus cases in the Magic Valley and Boise was still declining but that there was a need for
more persons to be vaccinated against the virus.
Commissioner Howell said he had attended a Southern Idaho Regional Solid Waste District
board meeting with Executive Officer Josh Bartlome, who had scored 4.65 out of 5.00 possible
points on his evaluation.
Commissioner Crouch had given a radio interview and had attended a Keep Idaho Red
Republican rally in Boise. He suggested putting together a committee to review the County
ordinances.
SIGN AIRPORT GRANT APPLICATION
Commissioner Crouch signed a grant application for federal assistance for the Jerome Airport, as
approved by the Commissioners on May 3.
SIGN TIME RECORDS
The Board signed Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Nancy Marshall, Christine
McGuire, and Mario Umana for the April 25, 2021, through the May 8, 2021, payroll cycle.
TUESDAY MEETINGS
The Commissioners agreed that they could meet on Tuesday, May 25, in addition to their May
24 meeting.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
The Board signed claims for the May 5, 2021, to May 10, 2021, claim cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated May 7, 2021, for the Indigent Fund, with a
grand total of $562.50.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated May 7, 2021, for the Restitution-Courts Fund,
with a grand total of $15,502.32.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated May 7, 2021, with a grand total of
$149,337.26 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Justice, Indigent,
Revaluation, and Waterways.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
Commissioner Crouch signed a Catering Permit for El Sombrero, Jerome, to be used May 22,
2021, from 4 P.M. to 12 A.M. at 392-B East 300 South, Jerome.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated May 5, 2021, for the Insurance Deductible
Trust Fund, with a grand total of $1,559.79.
The Board signed a Retail Alcoholic Beverage License for Twin Falls/Jerome KOA, Jerome.
JEANETTE ROE––INTERLINK VOLUNTEER CAREGIVERS
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present. Also present was Jeanette Roe,
executive director of Interlink Volunteer Caregivers.
Update: Jeanette Roe explained that Interlink Volunteer Caregivers (IVC) is an agency that
began in 1997 and serves an eight-county area. She said 27 volunteers provide transportation and
minor home safety modifications at no charge to clients.
Roe then read testimonies from two persons who had appreciated the service offered by IVC.
She also left a business card and a poster seeking volunteers.
Budget Request: Roe requested that the County contribute $2500 to $3000 to IVC in FY 202122. She said the number of persons requesting services increases every week and that the agency
pays volunteer drivers $.56 per mile. Roe told the Board that 15 percent of the agency’s budget is
expended for Jerome County residents.
BRENT CULBERTSON––MAINTENANCE REPORT
Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson were
present.
Brent Culbertson reported the remaining upgrades he was doing at the Messersmith Building at
the Fairgrounds included painting, door replacement, roof resealing, and replacement of ceiling
tiles.
Culbertson said he was also repairing exercise equipment and the heating and cooling system at
the sheriff’s complex and had begun mowing and spraying County lawns.
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HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present by speakerphone were Tanya Stitt, County emergency management director; Mike
Williams, City of Jerome administrator; Dale Layne, Jerome schools superintendent; and Josh
Jensen, South Central Public Health District.
Josh Jensen updated the Board on the spread of the coronavirus, saying that the Health District
was still in the minimal risk category for catching the virus. He said there had been no major
outbreaks in the previous week, with a prevalence rate of below one case per 10,000 residents.
Jensen stated the positivity rate in Jerome County and across the Health District was well below
five percent. He said vaccinations are the best chance of squashing the virus and that they are
ongoing, with clinics scheduled.
MICHELLE EMERSON––CLERK MATTERS
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present.
Public Defender Grant Application: Michelle Emerson said she would bring the Board a
revised grant application to the Public Defense Commission on May 17.
American Rescue Plan Act Funds: Emerson said the County could not use federal funding
from the American Rescue Plan Act for capital projects.
Jail Payments: The Board discussed a payment to Starr Corporation for construction of the new
jail pod. Commissioner Crouch phoned the Corporation, and Kevin Peterson said new doors had
been ordered; the invoice in question had been reduced by $20,000; and the cost of the doors
would be billed after their installation.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to pay $69,057.84 to Starr Corporation. It
was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Snake River Canyons Park Grant: Emerson presented paperwork for signature to receive a
grant from the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation for improvement of a parking lot at the
Roger Morley Arbor in the Snake River Canyons Park, as had been approved by the Board on
April 26. The Board also signed a claim of $57,000 to complete the parking lot, of which
$42,000 would be reimbursed through the grant.
Meeting recessed at 11:40 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:30 P.M. with Commissioners Crouch and Crozier present.
APPROVE JOINT POWERS THIRD CROSSING AGREEMENT
The Commissioners were in favor of signing a Third Crossing Joint Powers Agreement among
Jerome and Twin Falls Counties as well as the Jerome and Filer highway districts, as had been
presented by Kevin Henry, attorney for Twin Falls County.
Formal signing of the document was scheduled for May 24 at the Perrine Bridge.
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MELODY BOWYER AND LINDA MONTGOMERY––HEALTH DISTRICT BUDGET
PRESENTATION
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present. Also present were South Central Public
Health District representatives Melody Bowyer, director; Logan Hudson, family and children’s
health division and COVID-19 administrator; Cody Orchard, health educator; Jeremy StClair,
financial officer; Craig Paul, environmental and health director; and Linda Montgomery, Board
of Health chairman.
Linda Montgomery asked that Chairman Crouch attend the yearly budget hearing for the South
Central Public Health District on May 19 at 1 P.M. She said he could assign a proxy to vote if he
were unable to attend.
Budget: Melody Bowyer referred the Commissioners to the FY 2022 budget proposal booklet
provided by the Health District. She emphasized that the $1,281,922 total proposed from the
eight counties in the District was a draft budget and could change after the State Legislature
adjourns. Bowyer said 80 percent of District expenses are for personnel.
Bowyer reviewed the two percent budget increase showing the Jerome County yearly total as
$134,195, which is a $952 increase from the current year. She said the escalation was because
the Governor had approved salary increases.
Commissioner Crouch expressed that the Board was surprised that its concerns, as well as those
from other counties, about paving the parking lot and buying new cars from the current budget
were not heeded. Bowyer said COVID-19 reimbursements had allowed the District to make
those expenditures without dipping into any reserves. She said the District policy is to replace
vehicles in order to bypass repairs outside the warrantee period.
Bowyer added that the COVID pandemic has caused the District a tremendous amount of work.
She said the goals of public health are prevention, promotion, and protection.
Jeremy StClair provided a sheet of COVID response costs and also a page of statistics showing
benefits to Jerome County from the Health District. The District also gave the Commissioners a
53-page booklet on the dangers of the e-cigarette epidemic.
Logan Hudson told of the District’s efforts to limit the spread of COVID-19, including
vaccination distribution.
2:08 P.M. – Commissioner Howell was present.
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT MATTERS
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present. Also present were Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) representatives Meghan Sorensen-Pereira, lands and realty; Brad Sawyer,
fire management; and Codie Martin, Shoshone field office.
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Codie Martin provided five large maps showing areas patented to the County; under an expired
County lease; and a proposed BLM expansion area. He said the BLM would like to move its fire
center to the area under the former lease with the County, which would require the County to
move only one or two pieces of machinery as part of its I-Farm on ground patented to the
County.
The Board discussed the maps with the BLM representatives, and Martin said he was willing to
work with the County on the lease area. Brad Sawyer said an engineering firm would be making
drawings of the proposals.
LINDA HELMS––HISTORICAL SOCIETY BUDGET REQUEST
Linda Helms, curator of the Jerome Historical Society museum, was present.
Budget Request: Linda Helms gave the Commissioners a letter updating them on the use of
County funding to help cover utilities at both at the in-town museum and the Idaho farm and
ranch museum (I-Farm). She requested a donation from the FY 2021-22 budget of $10,000––$5,000 for the museum and $5,000 for the I-Farm.
Helms told of planned projects and said admission to the in-town museum is free.
Seal Time Capsule: Helms was present when the Commissioners sealed a time capsule in their
boardroom, to be opened in 2070. She and Commissioner Crouch had gathered information,
books, newspapers, memorabilia, and photos for the capsule.
MARK
SWENSON––PROPERTY
TAX
CANCELLATION
FOR
WHITTAKER
Assessor Mark Swenson and Chief Deputy Assessor Tracy Perkins were present.

GEORGE

Mark Swenson explained a homeowner exemption should have been applied after a property title
had transferred from mother to son, who was living on the property, and recommended
cancelling taxes to reflect the taxable value if the exemption had been applied.
Tracy Perkins said the assessor’s office now has the homeowner exemption application on file.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to cancel taxes for George M. Whittaker
as recommended by staff in the amount of $1,965.30 because of the absence of a homeowner’s
exemption and have it refunded to Whittaker’s escrow account. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
Perkins told the Board that the assessor’s office should not have removed a homeowner’s
exemption when it received notification that the homeowner had passed away. She explained that
the surviving spouse’s name was not on the assessor’s records but that it was on the deed to the
property.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to cancel taxes for Joann Wolf be credited
in the amount of $1,031.12 for the second half of her taxes to make up for the homeowner’s
exemption being disallowed. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
3:25 P.M. – Commissioner Crozier was excused.
SHEILA HARMON––JEROME SENIOR CENTER UPDATE AND BUDGET REQUEST
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present. Also present was Jerome Senior Center
Site Manager Sheila Harmon.
Update: Sheila Harmon updated the Board on the bingo fundraisers held at the Jerome Senior
Center and invited the Commissioners to call for the event.
Request: Harmon presented a letter requesting $6500 from the FY 2021-22 budget, as had been
donated by the County in the current year. She said the donation would pay for the Center’s food
bill for one month. Other sources of revenue, according to Harmon, are fundraising, donations,
grants, and the Office on Aging.
TANYA
STITT––FEDERAL
EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT
AGENCY
APPLICATION
Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt, Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, and
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim were present.
Tanya Stitt told the Commissioners that the application she had submitted to the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for reimbursement due to COVID-related expenses
was on hold because some expenses had been sent to the State of Idaho as well as to FEMA. She
suggested beginning again in preparing the application.
 Michelle Emerson said her office, which had submitted information for the application,
would resubmit the paperwork.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve minutes of May 3 as read. It
was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Commissioner Crouch
signed several liens.
Meeting adjourned at 4:38 P.M.
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Respectively submitted:
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
John Crozier, Vice Chairman

____________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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