JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, May 3, 2021
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier had helped with the Empty Bowls fundraiser for the South Central
Community Action Partnership. He had also led a tour of the Courthouse for new residents to the
County and had helped with the Jerome Clean-up Day.
Commissioner Howell reported from an Adaptive Recovery meeting that St. Luke’s had related
good news regarding the spread of the coronavirus. He had also attended a Mid-Snake Resource
Conservation and Development (RC&D) meeting where he was enthusiastic about the FireWise
program and creating habitat for bee pollination.
Commissioner Crouch told the Board he had called bingo at the Jerome Senior Center with its
new bingo equipment. He had also attended a Twin Falls County Republican Central Committee
fundraiser and had participated in a phone campaign selling tickets to the Jerome Chamber of
Commerce banquet and fundraiser.
All three Commissioners had welcomed True West Beef personnel at the Jerome Airport.
Commissioner Crouch had given a short speech there and had joined a tour and lunch at the Blue
Lakes Country Club.
TUESDAY MEETINGS
The Commissioners agreed to meet on Tuesday, May 11, to hear updates and donation requests
from agencies.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed a Retail Alcoholic Beverage License for Maverik, Inc., dba Maverik, Inc.
#652, Jerome.
The Board signed a Direct Deposit Detail with a grand total of $152,471.80 and a Payroll Claims
Approval by Fund with a grand total of $261,469.33, both dated April 27, 2021, for the April 11,
2021, through April 24, 2021, payroll period.
The Board signed a leave request for Brent Culbertson.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
The Board signed claims for the April 28, 2021, to May 5, 2021, claim cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated April 30, 2021, for the Indigent Fund, with a
grand total of $5,247.92.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated April 30, 2021, with a grand total of
$79,302.61 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Justice, Fair Capital,
Court Trust-Odyssey, and Court Bond Trust.
WALT APPELL––JEROME CEMETERY
Walt Appell, as chairman of the Jerome Cemetery Maintenance Board, was present.
Update: Walt Appell told the Board he would not be running for re-election to the Jerome
Cemetery Board in November. He encouraged the Commissioners to visit the new office at the
cemetery and said the cemetery board was creating an area for military service recognition.
Commissioner Howell asked if the cemetery owned sufficient land, and Appell said the board
was looking for more acreage it could purchase.
Wreaths Across America Donation: Appell requested that the County budget for a donation to
Wreaths Across America. He said the goal of the Cemetery Board is to purchase $15 wreaths to
place on each veteran’s grave on the Saturday before Christmas.
 The Board determined that the County donates $500 as it did in the previous year and that
each Commissioner would also donate $100 personally.
STEVE HINES––EXTENSION OFFICE REPORT
University of Idaho Extension Educator Gretchen Manker was present in lieu of County Chair
and Extension Educator Steve Hines.
Gretchen Manker commented on a written report Steve Hines had submitted regarding April
activities in the Extension Office. She said both she and Hines had attended the University of
Idaho annual conference by Zoom. Hines had worked on field studies and reviewed and written
articles. He had also attended unmanned aircraft training via Zoom and had taught 4-H shooting
sports rifle training in Soda Springs.
Manker told of efforts Tina Miller had done as the 4-H coordinator. She said the number of
market turkeys being raised by 4-H members had grown from four last year to ten in the current
year.
Manker said Celia Villanova, as the community nutrition advisor, had done an outstanding job in
teaching both youth and adults, including a family wellness night that attracted 70 families to the
Valley School.
Manker had listed her activities as family and consumer science educator, including meetings
and teaching online. She warned how important it is to have pressure canning gauges tested by
her office.
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Manker was excited about 81 students enrolled in Juntos 4-H, which meets during school hours
but also includes family engagement. She said goals of the club are that Latino students stay in
school and become interested in activities in addition to virtual ones. Manker told the Board that
as a State specialist, she had received a grant for Juntos and had held three days of art projects
with STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics)-related activities.
The Commissioners thanked Manker for her enthusiasm of what extension programs are
offering.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present by speakerphone were Tanya Stitt, County emergency management director; Toni
Carver, Heritage Academy; Mike Williams, City of Jerome administrator; and Josh Jensen,
South Central Public Health District.
Josh Jensen reported that Jerome County was still in the minimal risk category regarding
contracting the coronavirus and that hospital capacity is normal.
Jensen stated that Idaho has one of the lowest number of cases in the region, with Oregon and
Washington reporting more.
Jensen said it was a dilemma to find persons to receive the vaccination. He said a clinic was
offered in Dietrich but that only seven people took advantage of it. Jensen said clinics would also
be held at the Valley High School and the Jerome Health District facility.
NANCY MARSHALL––PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall was present.
Technology Purchase: Nancy Marshall told the Board the hard drive back-up for her office
would no longer work. She said it would cost $1,425 for the company it was purchased from to
recover the files on it. She asked the Board to approve the expenditure but said that she would
ask Computer Arts first if it could save the files, and if so, how much it would charge.
Marshall said she did not know a hard drive could corrupt and that her office procedure would
now be different.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve an expenditure up to $1,425
for the recovery of files on a hard drive for planning and zoning. It was seconded and carried
with unanimous ayes.
Commissioner Questions: Commissioner Howell stated the Board investigates all complaints it
receives and would like to discuss three matters with Marshall.
(1) True West Beef Special Use Permit (SUP): Commissioner Howell asked why a Special
Use Permit had been approved for True West Beef while a wildcat subdivision had not been
approved. Marshall said the chart in the Zoning Ordinance under manufacturing shows that a
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meat processing plant is allowed by a Special Use Permit in an agricultural zone. She provided
minutes from the Planning and Zoning Commission showing that a motion to approve the plant’s
SUP was approved unanimously.
(2) Joseph Glassett’s discussion with the planning and zoning office has not been
resolved: Marshall stated the Glassets have more hoops to jump through in order to create a
subdivision. She said the project was in process but that she needed an application.
Marshall said she had a concern about 50 feet being Bureau of Land Management property with
an access only by annual payment. She said an access would be granted in perpetuity if the
subdivision roads would meet highway department standards. She added that the Glassetts could
begin construction on a house and then be approved for a subdivision.
(3) No action for Arlen Morgan to combine two existing dairies with a Special Use
Permit: Marshall provided a timeline beginning with a September 29, 2020, original submittal
for a Livestock Confinement Operation (LCO) expansion, followed by the application
resubmitted for a new LCO rather than an expansion on December 21, 2020, and a siting team
facility inspection with County staff on March 22, 2021.
Marshall gave the history of Arlen Morgan’s two LCOs and the reason he is applying for a third
LCO. She said the Planning and Zoning Commission will address the LCO application on May
24 and that the Commissioners will hold a hearing on it in June.

In another matter, the Board discussed issuing misdemeanor citations for planning and zoning
violations briefly with Marshall, which was to be a continued discussion with legal counsel about
hiring a code enforcer.
Meeting recessed at 11:55 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:30 P.M. with Commissioners Crouch and Crozier present.
CONNIE STOPHER AND ERVINA COVCIC––SIED UPDATES AND BUDGET
REQUEST
Connie Stopher, Southern Idaho Economic Development executive director; and Ervina Covcic,
Rural Economic Development Services (REDS) coordinator, were present.
Update: Connie Stopher reported that a tentative groundbreaking for a Hempitecture plant was
scheduled for May 13 at Northbridge Junction.
Stopher told the Board of a Talent Pipeline Management program in which employers express
what employee qualifications they need, and the community endeavors to provide training.
Ervina Covcic told the Board that the City of Jerome received over $6,000 from Operation
Facelift to beautify the downtown area and to upgrade business sidings. She gave the Board
booklets of how to start or expand a business in either Eden or Hazelton and also a map and
information about every Farmers Market in the Magic Valley.
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Budget Request: Stopher requested that the County support Southern Idaho Economic
Development (SIED) with dues of $9,900 in FY 2021-22 and $2,500 for the Rural Economic
Development Services (REDS), for a total budget request of $12,400.
1:50 P.M. – Commissioner Howell was present.
KENT ATKIN––AIRPORT MATTERS
Airports Manager Tim Larson was present. Also present were Kent Atkin and Neal Fraser, JUB
Engineers airports consultants.
Scope of Work for the Jerome Airport Master Plan: Neal Fraser provided an overview of
paperwork he gave the Commissioners about JUB Engineers updating the Jerome Airport Master
Plan. He said JUB would submit the Plan to the Federal Aviation Administration, after which the
Commissioners would sign a grant application.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to authorize the chairman to sign the grant
application for the Master Plan update. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Kent Atkin explained that the Board would need to seek an Independent Fee Estimate, in
addition to JUB’s estimate, of the cost of updating the Plan. Fee negotiation would follow before
public meetings would be held for input on the Plan. He said the complete process could take 1218 months.
Atkin cautioned against rushing through steps to extend the Airport runway, but Fraser stated
some environmental assessment work would be wrapped into the grant application that would
facilitate requesting a runway extension in the future.
TIM LARSON––AIRPORTS REPORT
Airports Manager Tim Larson was present.
Report: Tim Larson reported the green shed at the Jerome Airport had been demolished and that
clean-up of its area would be occurring through Wednesday. He said that soil sampling at the
Airport would be done in June.
Airport Advisory Board Bylaws: Larson said the advisory board would review adopting
bylaws at its meeting that week.
Airport Assistant Applications: Larson said he still had only two applications for an assistant
and would like to leave applying for the position open for another week.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
 2:39 P.M. – A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to go into executive session per
Idaho Code 74-206(1)(b), regarding personnel. It was seconded and carried with a unanimous
roll call vote.
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2:59 P.M. – Return to open session.
MICHELLE EMERSON––CLERK MATTERS
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Information Technology Specialist Tracee McKim,
and Elections Specialist Cy Lootens were present.
Tech Purchase: Tracee McKim informed the Commissioners that a promotion to renew virus
protection expired on April 30 and that she had saved a considerable amount by ordering the
software.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve paying the invoice to
Computer Arts for $9,287.46 for three-year antivirus software protection. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
McKim was excused.
Election Expenditure: Cy Lootens told of the need for poll books to be connected with Wi-Fi.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to authorize the expenditure of $3,359.16
for seven jet packs for County poll books over the course of two years. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
Lootens was excused.
Reimbursement of Hydroelectric Plants Taxes: Michelle Emerson stated the tax matter
regarding hydroelectric plants would need to be continued until receiving information from the
Idaho Tax Commission.
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Funds: Emerson presented a letter to the United States
Treasury Department to submit information for funds allocated to the County from the American
Rescue Plan Act in the estimated sum of $4,734,557 to be expended in the FY 2021-22 and FY
2022-23 budget years.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to sign the American Rescue Plan Act of
2021 letter to the United States Treasury Department. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to authorize Commissioner Crouch to sign
documents presented to him in connection with the ARPA. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
Public Defender Information: Emerson gave the Board three pages of statistics showing the
annual cost of public defender contracts verses estimated costs for hiring public defenders in
house. She said she was surprised that it would cost the County more to go in house than to
continue with contracts.
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 Emerson said she would ask the public defenders if they would like to renew their
contracts for the next fiscal year.
BRENT REINKE AND KEVIN HENRY––THIRD CROSSING AGREEMENT
Attorney Mike Seib was present. Also present were Twin Falls County Commissioners Don Hall
and Brent Reinke as well as Attorney Kevin Henry.
Commissioner Reinke presented a draft of a Third Crossing Joint Powers Agreement among
Jerome and Twin Falls Counties and the Jerome and Filer highway districts. He said both
highway districts had approved the agreement after he had discussed it with the Board on April
12.
Kevin Henry gave a history of creating the agreement. He said after it had been reviewed by
Jerome County’s legal counsel and the highway districts, he had given it to an attorney who had
drafted many joint powers agreements. He then went through the document page by page
explaining the changes that the latest attorney had made.
Commissioner Crozier asked the use of funding to be provided by each power, and
Commissioner Reinke said technology equipment would be needed for the Power’s board to
operate and to develop grants so the Idaho Transportation Department would pick up the project.
 It was determined Henry would make more modifications as discussed and that all
powers would meet at the Perrine Bridge on May 24 at 3:30 P.M. to sign the agreement.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Liquor License Ordinance: Mike Seib advised that the State of Idaho sets the renewal date for
State liquor licenses and that the County Commissioners could make a motion of when County
licenses are due.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to adopt a policy that the annual renewal
date of liquor licenses shall be on or before August 1. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
Code Enforcer: Commissioner Crouch asked Seib if it would be feasible to hire a deputy sheriff
as code enforcement officer who would coordinate with the prosecutor and planning and zoning
offices.
Seib stated it would be good to work together and that the County codes are enforceable by the
sheriff’s office.
 It was later determined that the sheriff, the planning and zoning administrator, and Seib
would meet with the Commissioners on May 24 to discuss hiring a code enforcement officer.
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READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of April 26 as
corrected. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. The second paragraph on Page 10
was corrected to read: Leticia Martinez offered the County $5,000 to satisfy a $7,469.45 medical
debt so the County would release a lien because she wanted to refinance her house.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve indigent matters as directed by
staff. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Denied was Case No. 2021-011;
dismissed was Case No. 2021-004.
Meeting adjourned at 4:56 P.M.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
John Crozier, Vice Chairman

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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