JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, April 26, 2021
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier had attended a meeting of the South Central Community Action
Partnership regarding its annual Empty Bowls fundraiser. He had also been present at a ground
breaking for the Travelers Oasis near Eden. He said he had spoken with jail personnel about his
suggestion to modify jail doors in the new pod, but they determined to implement his idea only if
the builders would not change the doors at their expense.
Commissioner Howell had listened to an Adaptive Recovery meeting where St. Luke’s Health
System had reported the number of coronavirus cases was continuing to decline and that the
vaccination for the virus would provide one year of immunity.
Commissioner Howell had also participated in a Southern Idaho Regional Solid Waste meeting
where board members had evaluated the director and had learned that the volume of trash
coming to the landfill was increasing.
Commissioner Howell had listened to an update from the Bureau of Land Management about the
Lava Ridge Wind Project; he said the project would proceed if it could mitigate any problems
raised. He had also attended an American Legion fundraiser luncheon.
Commissioner Crouch told the Board he had practiced a presentation with Region IV
Development, Jerome 20/20, and Agri Beef to be given to the Idaho Department of Commerce
when applying for a grant for Agri Beef.
Commissioner Crouch had also attended a Jerome Chamber of Commerce meeting.
Commissioners Crouch and Crozier had attended an Open House for the Lava Ridge Wind
Project and had listened to a legislative review by the Idaho Association of Counties.
SIGN TIME RECORDS
The Board signed Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Christine McGuire, and
Mario Umana for the April 11, 2021, through April 24, 2021, payroll period.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
The Board signed claims for the April 20, 2021, to April 27, 2021, claim cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated April 22, 2021, for the Indigent Fund, with a
grand total of $1,137.09.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated April 22, 2021, for the Justice Fund, with a
grand total of $41,306.97.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated April 22, 2021, with a grand total of
$19,610.69 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, Fair Capital, Court TrustOdyssey, and Court Bond Trust.
SIGN LETTER TO BLM REGARDING DISC GOLF COURSE
The Board signed a letter to the Bureau of Land Management as had been discussed on April 19
requesting the Bureau’s approval of creating a Disc Golf Course in the Snake River Canyons
Park.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed leave requests for Deserae Jones (3), Christine McGuire, and Mario Umana
(2).
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated April 21, 2021, for the Insurance Deductible
Trust, with a grand total of $381.23.
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change form to hire Melissa Ruvalcaba as a receptionist
in the assessor’s office.
LARRY HALL––RECREATION GRANT UPDATE
Jerome 20/20 Executive Director Larry Hall and Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board
Chairman Mike Tylka were present.
Larry Hall presented two invoices from Slusher Construction Company to complete the parking
lot near the Roger Morley Arbor in the Snake River Canyons Park. He asked that the County pay
the bills and sign a document of completion to send to the Idaho Department of Parks and
Recreation for reimbursement from a grant.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the expense of $57,000 for the
improvement of a parking lot next to the Roger Morley Arbor. It was seconded, followed by
discussion that the grant will reimburse $42,000, and carried with unanimous ayes.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to authorize the chairman to sign the grant
reimbursement authorization for $42,000. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Hall said plans were to expand the parking lot and to install a pit toilet for primitive camping.
Tylka added that a construction company was dumping spoil in the area, which would facilitate
expanding the parking lot.
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Hall reported on efforts to repair a broken bridge in the Snake River Canyon. He said he was no
longer pursuing a grant to restore the bridge because a grant would require a stronger bridge than
anticipated for foot traffic or emergency personnel only. Hall continued to say that after
obtaining the proper permits, he would work with engineers to make sure the current bridge
would withstand flooding and then would seek funds from Jerome and Twin Falls Counties and
private donations to make the bridge whole again and safe.
Hall stated the Bureau of Land Management was requesting the renewal of a right-of-way for
Yingst Grade but that he did not understand the need if the property was covered in a lease to the
County.
Hall reported new engineering estimates were necessary before developing a Shoshone Falls
overlook and that it would be early next year before any progress could be made.
Hall said a grant had been approved to help True West Beef with electrical upgrades before
building its facility in Jerome County. He told of two tours of the area planned for True West
Beef personnel. He said the company is interested in available housing, schools, and recreation
and that he and the executive director of Idaho Tourism would be giving a recreation
presentation at the Caddy Shack.
CHRISTINE McGUIRE––VETERANS AND GUARDIANS REPORT
Christine McGuire, veterans service officer and Tri-county Board of Community Guardians
coordinator, was present.
Veterans Service Officer: Christine McGuire expanded on her written report from March 30,
2021, to April 26, 2021. She had included 16 office visits, three home visits, and five assistances
with other service organizations. She said the State service officer would be handling an audit
request.
McGuire told the Board that the Farnsworth Mortuary was willing to provide flags for any
veteran who did not have one for his or her coffin.
McGuire reported she had also attended eight meetings of service providers that share resources
and said she would represent Jerome at the Seventh Annual Viet Nam Veterans Celebration.
McGuire asked if organizations, such as the veterans, could hold meetings in a vacant office next
to hers in the Courthouse, to which the Commissioners were amenable if the meetings were
during business hours.
Community Guardians Coordinator: McGuire said she had met with the Board of Community
Guardians and that it would be considering one application for a candidate for guardianship, with
another application expected. She added that the Guardians may be receiving referrals from the
misdemeanor probation department.
 It was determined that McGuire would send notes from meetings she attends to the
Commissioners.
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HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present by speakerphone were Tanya Stitt, County Emergency Management Director; and Josh
Jensen and Linda Montgomery, representing the South Central Public Health District.
Josh Jensen reported there had been only a slight increase in the number of coronavirus cases in
Jerome County in April and that the positivity rate had decreased. He said Twin Falls and Blaine
Counties were the hot spots for the number of cases within the Health District.
Jensen stated that one variance of the virus had been detected in Jerome County, one in Gooding
County, 16 in Blaine County, and eight in Twin Falls County.
According to Jensen, 33 percent of the Jerome population had been fully vaccinated against the
coronavirus. He said the Health District will be holding more vaccination clinics and that a
mobile unit is available for organizations to request a clinic.
DESERAE JONES––MISDEMEANOR PROBATION REPORT
Misdemeanor Probation Administrator Deserae Jones was present.
Deserae Jones told the Commissioners that the part-time male drug tester in her office had
submitted his resignation effective May 20. She said the best options for replacing him would be
creating an agreement for testing with a recovery center in Jerome or hiring an additional male
probation officer.
 Jones said she would determine whether her office would warrant another officer.
The written report of March statistics from the misdemeanor probation office included 337 adults
on probation and a total of $10,014.61 in fees collected.
MARIO UMANA––JUVENILE PROBATION REPORT
Juvenile Probation Mario Umana was present.
Mario Umana reported to the Commissioners that the computers in the juvenile probation office
needed replacement and that he could cover the cost with State tobacco funds received for his
office.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the purchase of computers and
supporting equipment for a total of $10,660.56 from tobacco funds for juvenile probation. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Commissioner Howell later amended his motion to
approve $10,849.74 because of further information. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
Umana said he would use the replaced computers for probationers to do their homework in his
office.
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Umana commented on written juvenile probation statistics from March 22, 2021, through April
24, 2021. His report included 77 juveniles on probation, five of whom are in the diversion
program, and $15,175.84 in total fees collected.
Umana told the Board that the review from the Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections had
taught him to keep training up-to-date for employees.
Meeting recessed at 11:50 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:32 P.M.
TERRY RUBY––QUARTERLY NOXIOUS WEED REPORT
Tri-county Noxious Weed District Superintendent Terry Ruby and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder
Michelle Emerson were present.
Report: Terry Ruby reported the Arroyos had accepted his answer to the Idaho State Department
of Agriculture (ISDA) regarding their weed complaints.
Ruby told the Board that ISDA now requires signatures to accept grant dollars and that
Commissioner Crozier, as a voting member of the Weed District, could sign the documents.
Ruby stated a new manager with the Union Pacific Railroad was requiring Weed District
chemical applicators working along railways to complete a rail safety course and was also
requesting monthly bills for spraying weeds along railroad rights-of-ways. He also said the
Bureau of Land Management is now necessitating requests to be invited to apply for grants.
Ruby reported from a virtual weed conference in January, with a focus on annual grasses. He
was interested in a talk on aquatic weed invasive species because one species had been found in
Blue Heart Springs in Gooding County. He said that the State noxious weed program had
dredged the Springs for the plant and would make another survey during the growing season.
 Ruby presented a FY 2021-22 budget request that had been approved by the weed district
board for Gooding, Lincoln, and Jerome Counties to each contribute $72,351.67, which was an
increase from the $70,000 budgeted by Jerome County for FY 2020-21.
Biological Control Contract: Ruby said the ISDA had approved $22,000 for the Weed
District’s biological control project plus $500 to print a noxious weed booklet.
LEXI ROTH––NATIONAL GUARD 600 SOUTH ROAD ACCESS
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present. Also present were Randy Perrine, Dan
Wise, Mike Tylka, and Lexi Roth.
Lexi Roth asked for the Board’s support in requesting the National Guard to consider a different
secondary access for its future site rather than the 600 South Road currently proposed. She said
those present would like to prepare a statement that the Commissioners would sign.
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Roth said her group had proposed an alternative route that would affect fewer people, to which
Commissioner Crozier said made more sense to him.
Mike Tylka stated he did not understand why the Guard would want an access that would go
through a subdivision.
Dan Wise said he would mount a camera that would show how many pedestrians use the area
proposed for an access. He added that the National Guard should build at Crossroads Point,
which has infrastructure and better ingress and egress.
Randy Perrine said the Guard would use the proposed secondary access for construction traffic.
MICHELLE EMERSON––CLERK MATTERS
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present.
Update and Discussion of American Rescue Plan Act Funds: Michelle Emerson presented a
draft application to receive County funds received from the federal American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPS). She suggested 12 entities that could possibly apply to the County for funds. The Board
discussed the possibilities for use of the funds.
Quarterly Report: Emerson presented the County quarterly financial report from the clerk’s and
treasurer’s offices. She said the County finances looked good, with the Fair line to be reimbursed
by the Fair for its payroll.
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LETICIA MARTINEZ––INDIGENT SETTLEMENT OFFER
Social Services Director Kim Drury was present. Also present were Leticia Martinez and
Eulogio Mendoza.
Leticia Martinez offered the County $5,000 to satisfy a $10,000 medical debt so the County
would release a lien because she wanted to refinance her house.
Kim Drury gave the Board the payment history of Martinez’s account. She said it had been sent
to a collection agency and that the County would be required to pay 25 percent of the balance
owed to the agency if the case was settled.
Martinez said she could pay $5,000 that day, and the Board agreed to release the lien if she
would also pay the $250 owed to the collection agency. Mendoza offered to pay the extra $250,
and the Board later signed a release of lien.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to accept a settlement of $5,250 in the
case of Leticia Martinez, to be payable by April 27 at NOON. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
DISCUSSION––CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
Chief Deputy Sheriff Gary Taylor was present.
Deputy Taylor followed up from an e-mail Sheriff George Oppedyk had sent to the
Commissioners suggesting that a sheriff deputy fill the position of code enforcer. He listed
several benefits of having an officer address all complaints currently handled by the sheriff’s
office and the planning and zoning administrator. He suggested that the officer could report
monthly to the Commissioners.
KENT ATKIN––AIRPORT MATTERS
Attorney Mike Seib was present. Also present was Kent Atkin, JUB Engineers consultant for the
Jerome and Hazelton Airports.
The Commissioners questioned Kent Atkin about the possibility of receiving a grant to purchase
a new sign for the Jerome Airport. He said he could apply for a grant if it were to refurbish the
current sign.
Hazelton Airport Bidding Documents: Mike Seib said he had reviewed the bidding documents
for repaving the Hazelton Airport. Atkin said he would seek bids for the project.
Grant Reimbursements: Atkin asked that the Board sign two reimbursement requests for the
Hazelton Airport pavement rehabilitation project. He told the Board that in the future the airport
manager could sign such requests, but he advised the Board to sign when a grant is received.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to authorize the chairman to sign the grant
applications and all accompanying paperwork for the resurfacing of the Hazelton Airport. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Ted Lingard Lease: Mike Seib stated that Ted Lingard had approved a lease for the Jerome
Airport and would be sending it to the County.
Liquor License Ordinance: Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present. Emerson
stated the City of Jerome had changed the due date of liquor licenses to one month after the State
licenses are due and that she would like Jerome County to do the same.
Deputy Clerk Jeri Wilson was present. She explained how difficult it was for establishments to
wait until their State licenses arrive before obtaining their county and city licenses due on the
same day.
Emerson said changing the due date would make it more convenient for license renewals.
 Seib said he would need to draft a new ordinance, and the matter was continued until May
3.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of April 19 as
read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Commissioner Crouch
signed liens for indigent applications.
Meeting adjourned at 4:38 P.M.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
John Crozier, Vice Chairman

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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