JEROME COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Monday, April 25, 2022
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:03 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported from a Fair Board meeting that featured an evaluation of Fair
Manager Andrea Wiesenmeyer. He had also listened to a Webinar by the Idaho Association of
Counties on reporting requirements for the spending of ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act)
funds, which he said he found terribly confusing and hard to follow.
Commissioner Crozier had attended a Crisis Center board meeting. He reported that 15 Jerome
County residents had used the Crisis Center in March and that he would talk with Deputy Gary
Taylor about the availability of the Center to Jerome County residents. He said Kim Dopson had
given a quarterly report at the meeting and that Frank Knight had reviewed finances and grants,
which showed that the Center is in good shape financially. Dopson had related that opiate
addiction and recent overdoses are on the rise; the ages of people using the Crisis Center are
rising; and funding for rehabilitation is becoming harder to obtain.
Commissioner Howell reported from a SIRCOMM (emergency communications) board meeting
that the audit report was good but that the agency would like to have more funds in reserve for an
emergency. He said directors would seek bids to build a meeting/training facility on the current
SIRCOMM property. Directors had also voted to change health care insurance for employees to
Pacific Source.
Commissioner Howell had also attended the Jerome Chamber of Commerce After Hours event
at Renew.
Commissioner Crouch stated the HR training from ICRMP for department heads the previous
week had been a good refresher on discrimination and harassment in the workplace.
All three Commissioners had attended a Rotary luncheon at the invitation of Commissioner
Crouch where Tracy Raines had given a presentation on the Board of Community Guardians and
its need for more volunteers as well as speaking of services he provides for veterans and their
dependents.
Commissioner Crouch discussed with the Board his desire for the Commissioners to head a
drug-free campaign.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
Commissioners signed claims for the April 19, 2022, to April 25, 2022, claim cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated April 22, 2022, for the Indigent Fund, with a
grand total of $9,583.63.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated April 22, 2022, for the Justice and Indigent
Funds, with a grand total of $49,161.16.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated April 22, 2022, with a grand total of
$34,034.35 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, Assessor Trust-Licenses,
and Restitution-Courts.
APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Board signed Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Tracy Raines, Tanya Stitt,
and Mario Umana for the April 10, 2022, through April 23, 2022, payroll period.
APPOINTMENT OF A REGION IV ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPRESENTATIVE
The Jerome city administrator had recommended that the Commissioners appoint Ervina Covcic
to fill a vacancy on the Region IV board of directors.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to appoint Ervina Covcic, a City of
Jerome employee, as a Region IV Economic Development representative representing Jerome
County. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
TRACEE McKIM––QUARTERLY REPORT
This matter was continued until May 2.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated April 22, 2022, for the Insurance Deductible
Trust Fund, with a grand total of $1,142.09.
The Board signed leave requests for Deserae Jones and Brent Culbertson.
The Board signed a Retail Alcoholic Beverage License for Martin Vega dba Hazelton’s
Landmark, LLC, Hazelton.
NANCY MARSHALL AND RICK SCRUGGS––AIRPORT RV
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall and Deputy Sheriff Rick Scruggs were
present.
Nancy Marshall asked the status of the RV residence at the Jerome Airport. Commissioner
Crouch said he had phoned the lessee of the space on which the RV is located, who had said he
needed extra time to remove the residence. He said he would talk with the lessee again that week
when he returns from vacation.
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Marshall reminded the Commissioners that the Planning and Zoning Department had given
notice to the Airport manager that a citation would be issued if the residence was not off the
premises by April 15.
Deputy Rick Scruggs said the notice was given on April 4.
Marshall said that she hesitated to issue citations for five other illegal residences in the County if
the County did not enforce the rule on its own property.
Deputy Scruggs said he could cite the residents for trespassing if they remain longer than
allowed by the Commissioners.
 The Board determined to write a letter to the lessee giving him written notice for the
residence to be removed from the Airport by May 15.
TRACY RAINES––VETERANS/GUARDIANS REPORTS
Tracy Raines, as veterans services officer and Board of Community Guardians coordinator, was
present.
Guardians: Tracy Raines presented an application from a prospective volunteer to serve on the
Board of Community Guardians.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to appoint Jeff Schroeder as a board
member of the Tri-county Board of Community Guardians. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
Raines said two more members were still needed for the guardians board to function.
Commissioner Crouch suggested he approach both the Lincoln and the Gooding County
Commissioners to help recruit volunteer board members.
Raines suggested inviting Blaine County to join the multi-county Board of Guardians, saying
that he had two referrals for guardians from that county. The Commissioners agreed to Raines
speaking with the Blaine County Commissioners about joining the guardians board.
Veterans: Raines gave some highlights of his services to veterans within the previous two
weeks.
DESERAE JONES––MISDEMEANOR PROBATION REPORT
Misdemeanor Probation Administrator Deserae Jones was present.
Deserae Jones stated she was pleased that her office was fully staffed.
Jones read March statistics from her office, which included 380 adults on probation and a total of
$11,318.91 in fees collected. Additional numbers showed 204 active warrants; 40 new cases; 55
closed cases; 81 unsupervised cases; 106 persons in court compliance; 11 in DUI (Driving Under
the Influence) Court; and 10 in Domestic Violence Court.
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MARIO UMANA––JUVENILE PROBATION REPORT
Juvenile Probation Administrator Mario Umana was present.
Mario Umana reported that March 28, 2022, through April 24, 2022, had been a busy month in
his office, with 14 new probationers. He said billing families for probation services had not been
very effective but that he was not in favor of waiving fees. He added that his office had
completed some training and would continue to work with families.
Written statistics showed 80 juveniles on probation; three closed cases; and $1200 in fees
received.
Meeting recessed at 11:31 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:15 P.M.
TANYA STITT––EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT MATTERS
Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt and Noxious Weed Superintendent Terry Ruby
were present.
DIGB Appointment: Tanya Stitt followed up from January 24 when the Commissioners had
suggested asking the new Jerome City fire chief if he would be interested in serving on DIGB 4
(District Interoperability Governance Board). She said Chief Duane Rubink had said he would
accept the appointment.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to appoint Duane Rubink as the DIGB 4
representative for Region IV. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Sign EMPG ARPA Grant Agreement: Stitt presented an agreement to receive funds from the
Idaho Office of Emergency Management for the local office. She said the funds could cover the
cost of refurbishing rooms in the Courthouse for the Office of Emergency Management.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to sign the 2021 Subrecipient Agreement
for Jerome County on behalf of the Office of Emergency Management for a performance grant
acceptance. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
TERRY RUBY––NOXIOUS WEED QUARTERLY REPORT
Tri-county Noxious Weed Superintendent Terry Ruby was present.
Terry Ruby reported that directors on the Tri-county Noxious Weed Control Board had signed
the final document to receive funds from the Idaho State Department of Agriculture. He said he
had prepared personnel and equipment for seasonal work. He added that a pickup had
unexpectedly broken down and that he did not know the extent of the repairs needed.
Ruby stated he was doing an extensive survey on the expansion of the noxious weed yellow flag
iris and was working on agreements with highway districts and canal companies.
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The superintendent presented the FY 2023 budget that had been approved by the weed district
board. He said each county would be requested to pay $77,074, a $2,315 increase from 2022.
Ruby said he had posted his position and job description but had not yet received any
applications. He added that the weed board would like to interview applicants at its July 14
meeting for a new supervisor to be available for full-time work on October 3.
TIM LARSON––AIRPORTS REPORT
Airports Manager Tim Larson was present.
Report: Tim Larson presented current fuel prices at the Jerome Airport and also spreadsheets of
fuel sales to both Precision Aviation and other pilots in January and February of 2022.
 The Commissioners asked Larson to show additional information to indicate the margin
on fuel sales.
Larson asked if he could remove bushes in front of the terminal and replace them with new
vegetation, to which the Board agreed. He said he was current on ground sterilant and weed
spraying.
Commissioner Crouch asked about the notice given by the Planning and Zoning Office regarding
the deadline for removing the RV residence from the Airport grounds. Larson said he had not
been able to give it to the person leasing the ground because that person was on vacation.
Airport Sign: No decision was made on the three estimates for electricity to the new Jerome
Airport sign.
JASON ROBERTSON––CORONER CELL PHONE
Coroner Jason Robertson and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson were present.
Jason Robertson inquired about receiving a stipend for using his cell phone for coroner business.
Commissioner Crouch asked why he was not using the County cell phone from the former
coroner. Robertson said he preferred not having two phones and would like to use his i-phone.
He said he had returned the County phone to the sheriff’s office.
Michelle Emerson stated the coroner’s cell phone has been paid from the sheriff’s budget, and
the fuel for the coroner is paid from the general account. She asked Robertson if an i-pad would
be useful in carrying out coroner duties, and it was determined to purchase one for the coroner.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve a $75 monthly cell phone
stipend for the coroner. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
MIRIAM HERNANDEZ––TAX PENALTIES AND INTEREST
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Present was Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober, Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, and
Deputy Clerk Lorena Aguilar. Also present were Miriam Hernandez and Daisy Hernandez (as an
interpreter).
Miriam Hernandez expressed that she was delinquent on 2019, 2020, and 2021 property taxes
because she had been out of work, and she asked that the Commissioners waive penalties and
interest charges.
The Commissioners discussed with Hernandez what she could pay before they consider waiving
penalties and interest.
 It was determined that Hernandez would catch up on paying 2019 taxes of $1,549.36 and
then return to the Board on July 18 to discuss waiving penalties and interest.
LEANNE SNOWDEN AND DEPARTMENT HEADS––TIME CARDS MEETING
Present were: Leanne Snowden, deputy clerk/payroll; Steve Hines, extension educator/County
chair; Tim Larson, airport manager; Tracy Perkins, chief deputy assessor; Tevian-Ekren
Kober, treasurer; Nina Lagle, chief deputy treasurer; Mario Umana, juvenile probation
administrator; Nancy Marshall, planning and zoning administrator; Cody Westover, deputy
clerk/IT; Rick Kirsch, p&z building official; Mike Seib, prosecutor; Gary Taylor, chief deputy
sheriff; Marisela Aguirre, jail administrator; Tanya Stitt, emergency management director;
Tracy Raines, veterans service officer/Board of Community Guardians coordinator; Cy
Lootens, deputy clerk/elections specialist; Tracee McKim, chief deputy clerk; Michelle
Emerson, clerk/auditor/recorder; Tanzy McCool, department of motor vehicles chief; and Troy
Tolman, deputy sheriff.
Michelle Emerson began the meeting by stating that the County would resume using its
computer program to track employee time on a two-month trial basis. She said the program had
been improved since County employees first tried to use it.
Leanne Snowden told employees how to enter comp time taken on their bi-weekly Time
Records. She said to record the comp time with the regular time worked and to make sure that
the weekly balance of time is either 37.5 or 40 hours.
Snowden then answered questions from the department heads regarding the use of benefit hours.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Shooting Ordinance: The Commissioners discussed with Mike Seib a draft ordinance to
prohibit shooting in the Snake River Canyons Park. Signing the ordinance was scheduled for
May 2.
Fireworks: Seib advised that signing a form would not release the liability of a person igniting
illegal fireworks. He said the sheriff’s office could site vendors for selling fireworks that are not
considered “safe and sane.”
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Leasing County Land: Seib counseled that the County could lease land for its use in only oneyear increments. He said the County could lease land it owns for an extended period, or it could
sign a purchase agreement when buying land.
Airport RV: Seib stated the party leasing hangar space at the Jerome Airport is in violation of
his lease if he is allowing residence in an RV on the Airport grounds. He added that no one is
allowed to live inside or outside on the Airport property.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of December 20
and April 18 as read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Approved were Case Nos.
M022-004 and M022-003. Denied were Case Nos. 2122-021 and 2122-022.
Meeting adjourned at 4:48 P.M.
Respectively submitted:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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