JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, April 18, 2022
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported from a Hazelton Cemetery board meeting that directors had
discussed compensation for the groundskeeper and the secretary as well as costs for grounds
keeping, fertilizer, and weed spraying.
Commissioner Crozier attended a Behavioral Health board meeting where board members were
asked to prepare for 25 grant application reviews. Members were also asked to support HOPE
Week (Health Outcomes from Positive Experiences) May 16-20. He added that a new board
member, Alexis Pearson, was welcomed.
Commissioner Crozier had listened to an overview of a law passed by the State Legislature that
provides for the elimination of the Indigent and CAT funds and how that relates to indigent
public defense.
Commissioner Crozier also reported from a Hazelton City Council meeting where Eminent
Technological Solutions (ETS) had given a presentation on upgrading broadband services as well
as Steven Huettig and Don Hall providing information about the REDS (Rural Economic
Development Services) program. He said Hazelton had approved supporting the program with an
annual fee of $750.
Commissioner Crozier stated members of the Tri-county Noxious Weed Control Advisory Board
had approved a Cost Share Agreement with the Idaho Department of Agriculture; discussed
Bureau of Land Management funding for the bio-control program; and had approved the
agency’s FY 2023 budget. Superintendent Terry Ruby announced his upcoming retirement in
October, and it was agreed to post the job opening immediately.
All three Commissioners had attended Board of Equalization training from the Idaho State Tax
Commission and had received Certificates of Completion.
Commissioner Howell had visited with Don Utt, fire chief for the First Segregation Fire District;
he said Hazelton and Eden residents appreciate services from the Rock Creek Quick Response
Unit and the support Jerome County gives the Unit.
Commissioner Howell had also consulted Ralph Kincheloe, who said no decision had been made
about running electricity to the new Jerome Airport sign.
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Commissioner Howell had attended a meeting of the Snake River Canyons Park Managing
Board, in which members had discussed whether to develop a path or a road between Yingst
Grade and the broken bridge.
Commissioner Howell had participated in an executive session for the Southern Idaho Regional
Solid Waste District, following which directors had determined to announce the resignation of
Executive Officer Josh Bartlome.
Commissioner Howell had also completed the quarterly Commissioner jail inspection.
Commissioner Crouch reported that directors had discussed cyber security at a Jerome Chamber
of Commerce luncheon. He said he had also given updates from the Board of Commissioners.
Commissioner Crouch had arranged for the Jerome Senior Center to provide lunches for the
department head meeting that day.
SIGN IDAHO H.O.P.E. WEEK PROCLAMATION
The Board signed a proclamation requested by the South Central Public Health District
proclaiming May 16-20 as HOPE Week, which stands for Health Outcomes from Positive
Experiences.
IDAHO H.O.P.E. WEEK PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS, Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) such as abuse, neglect, serious household dysfunction, or
other events that cause trauma in children can have lifelong impacts on physical and mental health; and
WHEREAS, studies have shown that people who experience multiple ACEs are more profoundly impacted; and
WHEREAS, Idahoans have experienced four or more ACEs at a higher rate than much of the broader United States;
and
WHEREAS, positive childhood experiences such as forming strong relationships with a trusted adult, experiencing
belonging, and building coping skills to deal with stress in a healthy way have been proven to counter the impact of
ACEs; and
WHEREAS, those experiences promote Health Outcomes from Positive Experiences (HOPE); and
WHEREAS, we now know that resilient communities can improve the chances that children will experience
connection, safe places to live, learn, and play as well as opportunities to engage with others. These key experiences
go a long way to reduce the lifelong effects of ACEs; and
WHEREAS, the mental and physical health of children and youth are important to families, communities, health
care workers, and service providers across Jerome County, Idaho; and
WHEREAS, Idahoans have shared value in ensuring the physical and mental health and wellbeing of children.
NOW, THEREFORE, Jerome County does hereby proclaim May 16-20, 2022, to be
HOPE Week

Monday, April 18, 2022
Page 2 of 8

ATTEST:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

/s/ Michelle Emerson
Michelle Emerson, Clerk

/s/ A. Ben Crouch
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman
/s/ John Crozier
John Crozier, Commissioner
/s/ Charles M. Howell
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner

SIGN YINGST GRADE LETTER
The Board signed a letter, sent to the Bureau of Land Management and the Idaho Department of
Fish & Game, requesting the renewal of a right-of-way along Yingst Grade in the Snake River
Canyons Park. The letter also requested an extension of the right-of-way to a broken bridge in
the canyon to facilitate travel across the bridge when it is restored.
SIGN REDS SUPPORT LETTER
The Board followed up from April 11 by signing a letter to the Idaho Department of Commerce
anticipating that the County will provide $5,520 for the REDS organization from the FY 2022-23
budget.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
Commissioners signed a Catering Permit for the South Hills Bar & Grill, Hansen, to be used
April 23, 2022, from 2 P.M. to 12 A.M. at the Risk Barn.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report for the Insurance Deductible Trust Fund, with a
grand total of $4,148.41.
The Board signed leave requests for Brent Culbertson, Tracy Raines, and Mario Umana.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
Commissioners signed claims for the April 12, 2022, to April 18, 2022, claim cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated April 15, 2022, with a grand total of
$192,198.54 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, Election Consolidation,
and Assessor Trust-Licenses.
TRACEE McKIM––TECHNOLOGY PURCHASE
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present.
Tracee McKim explained that a Barracuda firewall for the Judicial Annex Building would enable
the three County office buildings to communicate better.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the amount of $8,456.02 for
the Annex Barracuda firewall, for a three year subscription. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
McKim told the Board that she had established internet services through PMT for the sheriff’s
office but that the contract with Qwest for the same services would run through March of 2023.
BILL BRIDGES––SNAKE RIVER CANYONS PARK UPDATE
Bill Bridges, chairman of the Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board, was present.
Bill Bridges reported from items discussed at the April meeting of the Park Board as follows.
Shooting Range: David Freiberg, outdoor recreation planner for the Bureau of Land
Management, told board members that he could help establish a shooting range outside the
boundaries of the Snake River Canyons Park.
Broken Bridge: Bridges said the Park Board appreciated the County commitment of $185,000
from ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) funds for the broken bridge project. He said he planned
to address the Twin Falls City Council for remaining needed funds. The Board suggested that he
also ask the Twin Falls County Commissioners for funding.
Disc/Foot Golf Course: Bridges announced that the ribbon cutting for the new golf course
would be May 3 at 1 P.M.
New Secretary: Bridges said Brenda Webb had volunteered to be the secretary for the Snake
River Canyons Park Managing Board. The Commissioners advised that Park Board directors
could appoint a secretary.
Cell Tower: Bridges expressed that the establishment of a cell tower in the Park would destroy
the view along the canyon and that he preferred a location near Dierkes Lake.
Weeds: Bridges said he had consulted the tri-county noxious weed superintendent about
spraying weeds in the Park. He said he would like the Bureau of Land Management to allocate
more than $6,000 annually for spraying weeds on its lands in Jerome, Lincoln, and Gooding
Counties.
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Board Appointments: The Board discussed letters of interest from Steven Paulsen and Mike
Zobott.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to appoint Steven Paulsen to the Snake
River Canyons Park Managing Board. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to send a letter to Mike Zobott appointing
him as an advisory, non-voting, member on the Snake River Canyons Park Board. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Bridges stated the Park Board would still have three vacancies.
TANYA STITT––EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT REPORT
Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt and Coordinator Kirsten Howard were present.
Report: Tanya Stitt apprised the Board of $8,260.06 awarded from the Idaho Office of
Emergency Management that her office had not used and that could be released back to the State.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to sign the 2020 Final Grant Adjustment
Notice for Jerome County to release unused funds. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
LEPC: Discussion was held regarding the upcoming Local Emergency Planning Committee, and
it was determined that Stitt would move its meeting date to April 29. She said Integrated
Solutions Consulting would present a draft of the updated All Hazard Mitigation Plan, after
which it would pass through several vetting processes before being approved by the
Commissioners.
Equipment: Stitt said the sheriff’s office received the wrong model of a monopod and that it
would be exchanged. She also questioned whether some items in the radio room of the
Courthouse could be destroyed.
Appointment to DIGB: This matter was not addressed and continued until April 25.
Boardroom Updates: Stitt said she had received communication from DataTel that it could not
provide any of the equipment it had described to the Commissioners on March 28 that would
update the Commissioners’ boardroom as well as the Courthouse meeting room and that it had
suggested another company.
MARK SWENSON––INTERMOUNTAIN MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE AGREEMENT
Assessor Mark Swenson was present.
Mark Swenson produced an agreement with Intermountain Multiple Listing Service (IMLS) that
he had discussed with the Commissioners on March 14 and again with legal counsel on April 11.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to sign the license agreement with IMLS
for the assessor’s office. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
DEPARTMENT HEADS LUNCHEON
Present were Tim Larson, airports manager; Mark Swenson, assessor; Tracee McKim, chief
deputy clerk; Jason Robertson, coroner; Tanya Stitt, emergency management director; Nancy
Marshall, planning and zoning administrator; Deserae Jones, misdemeanor probation
administrator; Mario Umana, juvenile probation administrator; George Oppedyk, sheriff;
Steve Hines, extension educator/county chairman; Andrea Wiesenmeyer, fair manager; Tracy
Raines, veterans service officer/Board of Community Guardians coordinator; Brent
Culbertson, maintenance supervisor; Marisela Aguirre, jail administrator; and Kathy Cone,
Jerome cemetery board member.
Also present was Tammy Middleton, Human Resources risk manager for ICRMP (Idaho
Counties Risk Management Insurance Pool).
Commissioner Crouch introduced Tammy Middleton, who had traveled from Boise to speak to
department heads about discrimination and harassment in the workplace from her education in
human resources and her experience in dealing with claims as the County’s liability insurance
carrier (ICRMP).
Middleton showed a PowerPoint presentation regarding harassment, discrimination, and
retaliation prevention in the workplace. She stated that the largest number of claims received by
ICRMP was based on the Americans with Disabilities Act. She included workplace scenarios,
one of which was a real case with a $1.9 million lawsuit.
Middleton said employees are encouraged to be part of a solution, rather than a part of a
problem.
She said supervisors must be brave and know their handbook. She added they should strive to
create cultures grounded in mutual respect where employees can come to work and just work.
She cautioned that complaints do not have to be formal, should never be dismissed as invalid,
and should not be investigated by the supervisor.
Middleton concluded by saying there are serious consequences for harassment, discrimination,
and retaliation but also for ignoring it or participating in it. She warned to take all complaints
seriously; say something if you see something, or if you think you might have seen something;
document; and report.
Sheriff Oppedyk asked how large an organization would need to be to hire a full-time HR
employee. Middleton said the industry standard is at least one dedicated HR employee for every
100 employees and that an HR employee would do complaint investigations.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was not available for consultation.
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Shooting Ordinance: Commissioner Crozier said he would like to consult legal counsel about
adding “according to Fish & Game regulations” to the proposed ordinance prohibiting shooting
in the Snake River Canyons Park.
 Signing the ordinance was continued until April 25.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the minutes of April 11 as
amended. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. On Page 6, Commissioner Howell
was excused to attend a SIRCOMM (emergency communications) meeting.
The last paragraph on Page 7 under “Dan Sakura––Minidoka Historic Site Presentation,” the
following was added: Commissioner Howell used recommendations from Arkoosh and McKay to
express his support for the cattlemen’s opposition to the windmill project.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Denied was Case No. 2122027. An Order was signed affirming the denial of Case No. 2021-064.
Meeting adjourned at 2:45 P.M.
Respectively submitted:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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