JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, April 12, 2021
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:09 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported he had attended Board of Equalization training offered by the
Idaho Association of Counties. He had also attended a Tri-county Noxious Weed board meeting;
he said the Arroyos had complained of weeds that are on Bureau of Land Management land and
that he would write them a letter.
Commissioner Crozier said he had been present at the annual Appreciation Dinner for the Fair.
He also told the Board he had located some barricades that might be available to use at Yingst
Grade and that he had asked the highway department about obtaining some barricades.
All three Commissioners had listened to an update from the Idaho Association of Counties of the
bills in the Idaho Legislature.
Commissioner Howell had attended a Snake River Canyons Park board meeting and had learned
that the County would not be able to extend its lease of Park land from the Bureau of Land
Management until 180 days before the lease expires in 2029.
Commissioner Crouch stated he had met with Jerome City Administrator Mike Williams about
his concerns regarding the Third Crossing Agreement, tax exemptions for Agropur, and
government stimulus funds. He had also attended an Airport Advisory Board meeting where
directors discussed the Airport Website.
Commissioner Crouch had held a Jerome Chamber of Commerce board meeting, had met with
the Fair manager, and had viewed the remodeling in the Messersmith Building at the
Fairgrounds.
DISCUSS SCHOOL DISTRICT TOURS
The Jerome school district had requested that the Commissioners provide a ten-minute tour of
the Courthouse on April 28 to inform new residents of the services available.
Commissioner Crozier volunteered to conduct a morning tour, and Commissioner Crouch, an
afternoon one.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
The Commissioners signed claims for the April 7, 2021, to April 12, 2021, claim cycle as
follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated April 9, 2021, for the Indigent Fund, with a
grand total of $1,850.34.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated April 9, 2021, for the Restitution-Courts
Fund, with a grand total of $14,768.15.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated April 9, 2021, with a grand total of
$163,556.86 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Justice, Fair Capital,
Health District, Revaluation, and Jail Commissary Commission.
MIDDLE SNAKE REGIONAL WATER RESOURCE COMMISSION REAPPOINTMENT
Bob Muffley had written the Board that he would place Arlen Morgan on a ballot for
reappointment to the Mid-Snake Water Commission if the Commissioners agree.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to agree to Arlen Morgan’s name on a
ballot for reappointment to the Middle Snake Regional Water Resource Commission. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
SIGN TIME RECORDS
The Board signed Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Christine McGuire, and
Mario Umana.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed leave requests for Deserae Jones (2) and Christine McGuire.
Commissioner Crouch signed Permits for the Sale of Safe and Sane Fireworks for Brooke
Taylor, Chubbuck, to be used at 1200 South Centennial Spur, Jerome; and for Steve Tibbetts,
Jerome, to be used at the Mountain View Barn, Jerome, both to be effective from June 23, 2021,
to July 5, 2021.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated April 6, 2021, for the Insurance Deductible
Trust Fund, with a grand total of $6,067.45.
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change for Ana Vazquez as a salary increase for a
promotion to appraiser in the assessor’s office, effective April 12, 2021.
The Board signed a Catering Permit for the Longhorn Saloon, Castleford, to be used at the
Mountain View Barn April 30, 2021, from 12 P.M. – 11:59 P.M.
MARISELA IBARRA––JAIL MATTERS
Jail Administrator Marisela Ibarra and Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson were present.
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Security Service Agreement: Jonathan Bradshaw and Neal Timmerman, representing M2
Automation, were present.
Jonathan Bradshaw presented the Board eleven pages describing his company’s security
services. He said the goal of M2 Automation was to keep everyone safe and to continue to meet
all jail system requirements. He said under a written agreement, the company would be
responsible for cameras, maintaining equipment, and continual training.
Neal Timmerman and Bradshaw answered questions from Commissioner Howell about service.
Marisela Ibarra said she liked what the company had to offer for the jail.
Timmerman said basically all jail electronics would be covered, exempting fire alarms and jail
locks. He said the company was currently performing service calls for the County under no
contract.
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present.
Timmerman said a contract for the remainder of the fiscal year would be about $12,000.
Emerson and Ibarra discussed where the funds could be taken from the budget.
 The Board agreed to consider a contract after its legal review by M2 Automation and the
County legal counsel.
Jail Kitchen Steamer: The Board was in receipt of information and a recommendation by the
jail kitchen staff to purchase a new food steamer. Marisela Ibarra said there have been ongoing
problems with the current steamer. She added that a lease option is not available for the
recommended steamer.
Brent Culbertson told of the numerous repairs he had made to the steamer in use and said it does
not run quite right.
 Ibarra said a $1,000 rebate was possible with the recommended AccuTemp steamer but
that she would do further research for a company that would offer leasing.
BRENT CULBERTSON––MAINTENANCE REPORT
Present were Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle
Emerson.
Brent Culbertson reported on his progress in updating the Messersmith Building. He said he was
also replacing lights at the ambulance building.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present by speakerphone were County Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt, Jerome
Schools Superintendent Dale Layne, and Linda Montgomery and Josh Jensen, both representing
the South Central Public Health District.
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Josh Jensen gave statistics about the spread of the coronavirus and said they had changed very
little from the previous week but that the positivity rate had increased some. He said that hospital
capacity was normal and that there were no long-term care outbreaks in Jerome County.
Jensen recommended receiving vaccinations as soon as possible and to continue practicing
preventative measures, saying variances of the virus had been detected in both Blaine and Twin
Falls Counties. He reported 19 percent of the Jerome County population was fully vaccinated,
with 23 percent vaccinated within the health district. He reported that the vaccination clinic in
Jerome the previous week was successful, providing more immunizations than expected.
Linda Montgomery asked what measures were being taken to vaccinate homebound persons in
the Eden and Hazelton area. Jensen answered that the Magic Valley Paramedics had serviced the
area and that the health district was planning mobile clinics to small communities.
MITCH VERMEER––AGRICULTURE INSPECTION PROCEDURES
Present were Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall and Assistant Kacie Buhler.
Present by Zoom was Mitch Vermeer with the Idaho Department of Agriculture.
Commissioner Howell told Mitch Vermeer that the County was interested in learning of the
agriculture department’s rating system for Idaho dairies. Commissioner Crozier added that the
County was contemplating whether to allow more animal units per acre for cleaner operators.
Mitch Vermeer stated the Department does different kinds of inspections and recommended that
the County reviews results from environmental and nutrient management inspections.
Commissioner Howell asked about transferring animal units to non-contiguous properties.
Vermeer said third party receivers need to be contiguous and that dairies and other livestock
confinement operations have different animal unit requirements.
 The Commissioners asked Vermeer to e-mail them his slide presentation, and the Zoom
session ended.
The Commissioners held more discussion with Nancy Marshall, who said the County needed
more advice from engineers.
MARK REYES AND NANCY MARSHALL––CEMETERY BOARD DISCUSSION
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall and Mapper Mark Reyes were present.
Mark Reyes sought the Commissioners’ approval to run for a seat on the Jerome Cemetery
Maintenance Board. He said he had spoken with the County attorney, who did not foresee a
conflict with his serving on the cemetery board while creating maps for the cemetery district.
Reyes said his serving on the cemetery board would not be a conflict of interest because the
cemetery district pays the County, rather than him, to map graves at the cemetery.
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 Nancy Marshall advised to discuss the cemetery position further with legal counsel.
Meeting recessed at12:05 P.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:18 P.M. with Commissioners Crouch and Crozier present.
TEVIAN-EKREN KOBER––PETTY CASH
Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober was present.
Tevian-Ekren Kober requested to increase the amount of the treasurer office petty cash because
all County departments now use her office when needing cash.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to grant the treasurer’s request to increase
her petty cash drawer amount from $300 to $700. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
1:22 P.M. – Commissioner Howell was present.
STEVE HINES––EXTENSION OFFICE REPORT
Steve Hines, as University of Idaho Jerome Extension Office chair, submitted a written report of
the activities of his four office personnel during March.
STEVE HINES, ANDREA WIESENMEYER, GARY WARR––SHED REPLACEMENT
Extension Educator Steve Hines, Fair Manager Andrea Wiesenmeyer, and Fair Board Chairman
Gary Warr were present.
Steve Hines presented an overhead picture of the Extension Office area, and Commissioner
Crozier drew on the whiteboard his idea of removing a garden spot and three trees to turn the
area into a parking lot and relocating and replacing a storage shed to enable constructing VIP
bleachers for the rodeo arena. He said the cost of replacing the shed would be between $7,000
and $8,000.
Hines said he would like a fenced area for parking vehicles, but Andrea Wiesenmeyer said such
a fence might have to be removed when the extension office moves.
 The Commissioners determined the next step in improving property at the Fairgrounds
would be moving the shed and leveling and graveling an area for a parking lot.
ART WATKINS AND ANGE BLACK––AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT DISCUSSION
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present. Also present were Don Meyer and
David Orr, Hazelton city councilmen; Art Watkins, Hazelton city mayor; and Ange Black,
Hazelton city clerk.
Art Watkins asked if Hazelton would receive any of the federal American Rescue Plan Act funds
to be received by the County.
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Michelle Emerson said city and county funds are separate and that the cities would receive funds
from the State of Idaho, while the County funds would come from the federal government.
Ange Black stated the City of Hazelton had some projects that needed to be addressed, especially
the City sewer system. She said she would contact the City of Jerome to learn how to access the
State funding.
Commissioner Crozier gave the City representatives a copy of a slide presentation from the
Idaho Association of Counties about the American Recovery Plan Act of 2021. He said cities or
counties need to apply for funding and state an approved purpose for the money.
 The Commissioners asked that Hazelton city officials make a list of the projected costs of
the City’s needs for the Board to consider in allocating stimulus funds it receives.
ART BROWN––RECREATION COMMITTEE REPORT
Art Brown, facilitator for the Recreation Committee; and Nancy Marshall, planning and zoning
administrator; were present.
Art Brown told the Board the committee formed to draft legislation to create a Recreation Zone
experienced a delay the previous week and had two more matters to discuss. He said the
committee might be able to hold a public meeting regarding the draft as soon as the first of May,
but Nancy Marshall believed it would probably be June. Two formal public hearings would
follow the public meeting before new legislation would be adopted.
Both Brown and Marshall complimented the committee’s work.
NANCY MARSHALL––PLANNING AND ZONING REPORT
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall was present.
Nancy Marshall spoke from her written report of planning and zoning office activities in March.
It included statistics on finances, building department inspections and projects, code
enforcement, and mapping. She also reported on department activities, legislative efforts, the
Recreation Zone Committee, and administrator meetings and activities.
The Commissioners asked about junk complaints, and Marshall informed them that two
neighbors must complain about a neighbor in order to initiate an investigation.
LARRY HALL––JEROME 20/20 UPDATE
Jerome 20/20 Executive Director Larry Hall was present.
Larry Hall reported from his written presentation of eight County economic development
projects and six within the City of Jerome. One of the County projects is a new facility for the
Travelers’ Oasis Truck Plaza in Eden. He said the ground breaking for the 33,000 square foot
building would be on April 20.
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 Commissioner Howell asked if Hall would visit the Hazelton City Council about helping
with the city’s infrastructure needs.
COMMISSIONER BRENT REINKE––THIRD BRIDGE AGREEMENT
County Attorney Mike Seib and Assessor Mark Swenson were present. Also present were Twin
Falls County Commissioner Brent Reinke, Twin Falls Attorney Kevin Henry, and Zachary
Ezzone with the Times-News.
Commissioner Reinke reported Kevin Henry had made modifications to a Third Crossing Joint
Powers Agreement as discussed on April 5 but that input and approval was needed from the two
highway districts involved, whose boards meet only monthly.
Commissioner Crozier asked why the Twin Falls highway district was not included, and
Commissioner Reinke said the Filer highway district would be the one impacted for either
Option 1 or Option 2 for the location of the bridge.
Commissioner Reinke said expected a final draft of the joint powers agreement around May 20.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Ted Lingard Lease: Mike Seib reported he had sent a revised hangar lease to Ted Lingard’s
attorney and was waiting for his input.
Cemetery Board: Seib told the Board he could not think of a conflict of interest if the County
employee mapping the Jerome Cemetery also serves as a volunteer on the Cemetery Board.
Grant Administrator: The Board discussed with Seib the administrator of a grant application
for bleachers at the Fairgrounds.
 It was determined the Board would communicate with the emergency management
director.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the minutes of April 5 as
corrected. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. The second paragraph on Page 7
was corrected to read: Commissioner Reinke presented a draft of a Third Crossing Joint Powers
Agreement among Jerome and Twin Falls Counties and the Filer and Jerome highway districts
regarding constructing a new bridge across the Snake River Canyon.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve indigent matters as
recommended by staff. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Denied was Case No.
2021-007.
Social Services Director Kim Drury was present.
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Indigent Lien Partial Release: Kim Drury discussed with the Board a request for a partial lien
release from a Social Services client. She explained that the client owns several properties and
that the County had no lien value because he had not completed his application process.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to deny the partial release application for
Case No. 2021-010 due to a lack of information and to instruct the client to negotiate with the
hospital. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Meeting adjourned at 5:20 P.M.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
John Crozier, Vice Chairman

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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