JEROME COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Monday, April 11, 2022
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier had answered a call from a funeral director with a concern about the
County coroner. He had consulted the sheriff’s department, another funeral director, and the
County liability insurance carrier (ICRMP) about where to refer the director who had a concern.
He said ICRMP had advised consulting the attorney general’s office for an ethics or legal matter
or the director and the coroner meeting for an administrative matter.
Commissioner Crozier had responded to a poll from the Bureau of Land Management regarding
the best days the Commissioners were available for meetings.
Commissioner Crouch said he had talked with the funeral director with a concern twice during
the week; he said she was concerned whether the coroner was rotating his referrals to funeral
homes.
Commissioner Crouch had attended an Airport Advisory Board meeting where the airports
consultant had spoken about grants. He had also talked with the airport manager about electricity
for the Jerome Airport signs.
Commissioner Crouch had helped with interviews to hire a full-time IT employee for the County
and said a new employee would begin on April 25.
Commissioner Howell explained to the Board a proposal he had to receive electricity for the
signs at the Airport.
Commissioner Howell had participated in interviews of two applicants for SIRCOMM
(emergency communications) director. He said Rob Vawser was offered the position beginning
May 1, with Kristy Churchman as deputy director. He told the Board that 14 out of 16 dispatcher
positions were filled at the current time.
Commissioner Howell reported recognition of National Telecommunicators Week would be
scheduled to honor dispatchers when the weather was more clement.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
Commissioners signed claims for the April 5, 2022, to April 11, 2022, claim cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated April 8, 2022, for the Indigent Fund, with a
grand total of $15,112.79.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated April 8, 2022, for the Court Trust-Odyssey,
Court Bond Trust, and Restitution-Courts Funds, with a grand total of $17,390.65.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated April 4, 2022, with a grand total of
$246,027.41 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Justice, Health District,
Indigent, Revaluation, and Court Bond Trust.
MARK SWENSON––ASSESSOR UPDATE
Assessor Mark Swenson was present.
Mark Swenson informed the Commissioners that he would be working remotely Thursdays and
Fridays for possibly two months so that he could attend his daughter, who is recovering from a
bone marrow transplant.
APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Board approved Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Tracy Raines, Tanya
Stitt, and Mario Umana for the March 27, 2022, through April 9, 2022, payroll period.
PUBLIC SURPLUS APPLICATION
Commissioner Crozier had received some information for offering County surplus property on a
public service website.
 It was determined Commissioner Crozier would put the mobile home at the Fairgrounds
on the auction site, and that Commissioner Howell would advertise it on Facebook.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change form to hire Cody Westover as an IT employee in
the clerk’s office, with the salary to be paid out of ARPA funds, except for withholding PERSI
and other benefits, from the County Contingency Fund.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated April 6, 2022, for the Insurance Deductible
Trust Fund, with a grand total of $4,318.20.
The Board also signed a Claims Approval Report dated April 11, 2022, for the Insurance
Deductible Trust Fund, with a total of $658.10.
The Board signed leave requests for Deserae Jones, Tanya Stitt, and Mario Umana.
BRENT CULBERTSON––MAINTENANCE REPORT
Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson was present.
Brent Culbertson reviewed his plan for readying the former jail for demolition of its interior
structures in anticipation of future office space.
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Culbertson said the mini water heaters for sinks in the Courthouse had been received and that
electrical lines would be ready within two weeks. He also said he had corrected some
deficiencies at the jail following a State inspection.
TRACY RAINES––VETERANS/GUARDIANS REPORT
Tracy Raines, veterans service officer/Board of Community Guardians coordinator, was present.
Veterans: Tracy Raines told the Board he had learned from the sister of a veteran that he was
living in his van with no services and no way to access health care. Raines said he had asked the
sister to visit the veteran with him and that he would possibly file a claim with the Veterans
Administration for a higher grade of disability. He said the veteran might also qualify for the
Board of Community Guardians.
Raines reported the Veterans Administration had approved health care for two more local
veterans.
Guardians: Raines reported that Jeff Schroeder was helping with recruiting volunteers to fill the
three vacancies on the Board of Community Guardians. He told of two Guardians who had fallen
or were transported to a hospital.
NANCY MARSHALL––PLANNING AND ZONING REPORT
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall and Deputy Sheriff Rick Scruggs were
present.
Deputy Rick Scruggs reported from his investigations of possible zoning violations. He said he
would issue a second violation for not cleaning up a property if the resident had made no
changes since his first citation.
Deputy Scruggs told the Board the Court had continued the first zoning violation he had given to
the prosecutor’s office.
Nancy Marshall said her office had begun investigating illegal residences and had given the
residents at the Jerome Airport until April 15 to vacate before a citation would be issued to the
property owner.
Deputy Scruggs was excused.
Marshall spoke from her written March department head report, which included statistics on
finances, building department inspections and projects, code enforcement, and mapping activities
and projects as well as other department activities. She said her office had not had time to
progress with writing a recreation zone chapter for the Jerome County Zoning Ordinance.
Marshall presented a proposal and agreement for a hardwire maintenance contract for the
mapping plotter.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve this year’s maintenance
agreement of $1,335 to Bonneville Blueprint & Supply for maintenance of the GIS plotter. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Meeting recessed at 11:52 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:15 P.M.
CY LOOTENS––DESIGNATE POLLING PLACES FOR MAY 17 PRIMARY ELECTION
Deputy Clerk/Elections Specialist Cy Lootens was present.
Cy Lootens presented polling places for the May 17 Primary Election, which he said were the
same as for the March school district elections. He added that absentee voting by mail and early
voting would begin two weeks before the election.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to sign the designated polling places for
the May 17 Primary Election. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Polling places were listed as Bishop-Court, Episcopal Parish Hall; Canyonside, Jerome
Recreation District; Eden, Valley School; Falls City, Jerome County Airport; Hazelton, Valley
School; Northeast, Jerome City Library; Northwest, Jerome School District Administration
Building; Rimrock, Jerome Recreation District; Shepherd-View, Jerome Middle School;
Southeast, Jerome School District Administration Building; Southwest, Jerome School District
Administration Building; and Absentee/Early Voting, Jerome County Courthouse.
LARRY HALL AND ANDREA WIESENMEYER––FAIRGROUNDS RV PARK
Fair Manager Andrea Wiesenmeyer was present. Also present were Larry Hall, Jerome 20/20
executive director; and Nick and Corrine Barry.
Larry Hall introduced Nick and Corrine Barry who he said would like to lease space on the
Jerome Fairgrounds on which to establish an RV park.
Nick Barry gave a brief background of himself and said he worked for Barry Rentals but would
like to be a business owner/operator.
Corrine Barry told the Commissioners there are three RV parks in Jerome but few spaces
available to rent.
Nick Barry said his plan would be to build 40 RV sites and also an RV dump site hooked to city
sewer. He said six to eight days a year would be reserved for Fair parking. Barry gave other
details of his proposal, including the installation of cameras, lighting, background checks for
renters, RVs not more than ten years old, and a camp host on site at all times.
Andrea Wiesenmeyer expressed that she thought the RV park would be a fantastic use of space
and said there was a real need for it. She added that a park would be beneficial from a security
and community standpoint.
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Commissioner Crouch said he liked the idea and asked about planned landscaping.
Commissioner Howell favored the park and asked the Barrys to return with a final design.
Commissioner Crozier noted that an RV park would limit how the Fairgrounds uses the property
and that a park would be a dedicated use after the infrastructure was established.
TIM LARSON––AIRPORTS REPORT
Airports Manager Tim Larson was present.
Tim Larson presented two estimates in addition to the one from Magic Electric on March 28, one
of which was from Freedom Electric as requested by the Commissioners, for providing power to
the new Jerome Airport sign. He said that Airport Advisory Board members favored doing the
work themselves if all estimates were over $4,000.
Commissioner Howell showed Larson his alternative idea for receiving power at the sign. Larson
said he would consult Airport Board member Ralph Kincheloe about the other power option.
Larson reported that the application of pre-emergent weed spray was completed. He gave the
current fuel prices at the Jerome Airport but said he did not bring a spreadsheet because his
computer was down. He informed that he had learned from his investigation of software for the
fuel pumps that the volume sold in Jerome County was not great enough to use the software. He
said he would continue seeking for software and in the meantime use Excel spreadsheets.
 Commissioner Crouch reminded Larson to ask the Idaho Transportation Department
about eradicating weeds on its ground adjacent to the Jerome Airport.
Commissioner Howell was excused.
DAN SAKURA––MINIDOKA HISTORIC SITE PRESENTATION
Dan Sakura, advisor to the Friends of Minidoka, and Shawna Robinson were present by Zoom.
Present in person were Bryan McKay, Shawna McKay, John Arkoosh, and Bill Arkoosh, all with
concerns about the Lava Ridge Wind Project.
Dan Sakura stated that the Friends of Minidoka had partnered with the Starlight Grazing
Association in opposing the Lava Ridge Wind Project. He then introduced Shawna Robinson,
who he said works with preservation groups in the local area.
Robinson said the Friends of Minidoka would present a program, “Betrayed: Surviving an
American Concentration Camp,” on public television in May. She added that the visitor center at
the Minidoka Historic Site would open on Memorial Day.
Commissioner Howell was present.
Robinson noted that 80 years ago in 1942 construction began on internment camps for Japanese
Americans during World War II.
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Sakura thanked Jerome County for supporting the Minidoka Historic Site as a location of one of
the camps. He showed pictures of his family that had been ordered to leave from Puyallup,
Washington, to the site at Minidoka and said it was sacred ground to the Friends of Minidoka.
He said many people did not recover from being incarcerated in the camp.
Sakura stated that Idaho does not have commercial-type winds to support wind farms. He said it
is easy for companies to build wind farms in Idaho because resource management plans are very
old and power lines are available.
John Arkoosh spoke of the impact the proposed wind farm would have on seven different
livestock operations. He said he was afraid it would be difficult to run cattle on the Bureau of
Land Management ground, especially during the expected two-year construction phase with 250
miles of new roads. He also said the wind turbines would probably prohibit aerial fire
suppression and that he did not see the wind farm as a benefit to Idaho.
Bryan McKay stated the farm would probably be built with contract labor and destroy ranching
livelihoods by reducing the number of animal grazing units allowed.
Sakura said the Biden administration wants to generate 25 gigawatts of renewable electricity by
2025 and that the proposed wind farm was expected to create one gigawatt. He added that the
power would be sent to California and that the construction would be union labor.
Sakura and Robinson exited the Zoom presentation.
John Arkoosh stated the wind farm would not be of much benefit to Idaho and would change the
face of 100,000 acres.
APPOINTMENT OF REGION IV REPRESENTATIVE
The Board followed up from April 4 when the president of Region IV Development had
suggested asking the Jerome city administrator if he would like to fill a vacancy on the Region
IV Economic Development Board.
 Commissioner Howell sent an e-mail to Mike Williams asking such, and the matter was
continued until April 25.
Commissioner Crouch was excused to attend a Jerome Chamber of Commerce executive
committee meeting.
DON HALL––RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Present was Assessor Mark Swenson. Also present were Don Hall, Twin Falls County
commissioner; and Steven Huettig, a member of the Region IV Development board.
Don Hall reviewed the exiting of the REDS (Rural Economic Development Services) program
from SIED (Southern Idaho Economic Development). He said that a committee of which he was
a part had recommended that REDS work under the College of Southern Idaho (CSI).
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Commissioner Crouch was present.
Hall said the REDS director had resigned and that a new director was being sought to satisfy the
Idaho Department of Commerce. He added that the REDS Board had received approval to be an
arm of Region IV Economic Development, which is part of CSI.
Hall sought County support of REDS, requesting a maximum of $5,250 in the next fiscal year.
He said he would ask Eden to contribute $500, and Hazelton, $750. He showed a notebook of
projects that the REDS program had accomplished in local rural communities.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to support the REDS program and submit
a letter stating such to the Idaho Department of Commerce, with further discussion on budgeting
up to $5250 to follow. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
 Hall asked that the Commissioners follow up with a letter of commitment to the Idaho
Department of Commerce.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Intermountain Multiple Listing Service (IMLS) Agreement: Seib advised regarding an
agreement with IMLS, and signing the final document was continued until April 18.
Shooting Ordinance: Signing a County ordinance to prohibit shooting in the Snake River
Canyons Park was continued until April 18.
Illegal Fireworks Enforcement: Seib said he would review the County safe and sane fireworks
ordinance, and the matter was continued until April 25.
Acquiring Land for the Jerome Airport: Seib advised the County would need a property
appraisal if it were to purchase land, and he said he would review the statute regarding the
County leasing land.
Leasing a portion of the Fairgrounds for an RV Park: Seib counseled that the Fair Board
would be the lessor of Fairgrounds property to another entity. He said in order for the County to
lease a portion of the Fairgrounds, it would first need to take the property out of the Fairgrounds.
It was determined further discussion was necessary regarding the proposal earlier in the day from
Nick and Corrine Barry about the establishment of an RV park at the Fairgrounds.
County Property in Eden: The Board followed up from its discussion of April 4 about access to
two subdivision lots owned by the County. Seib advised the County could provide a legal
easement, after which it could sell the lots.
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READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of April 4 as read.
It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. The Board signed a case
continuance.
Meeting adjourned at 4:55 P.M.
Respectively submitted:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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