JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, March 29, 2021
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported from a South Central Community Action Partnership meeting in
which directors focused on the agency’s annual Empty Bowls fundraiser. He had also listened to
an Idaho legislative conference and had viewed the progress made in updating the Messersmith
Building at the Fairgrounds.
Commissioners Crozier and Crouch had attended a special Airport Advisory Board meeting
regarding the scope of work for an updated Master Plan. Commissioner Crouch said Board
members were trying to expedite completing the new Plan. He added that the Airport would
eventually need more property to accommodate the updated Plan and that the Airport was
improving its Website.
Commissioner Crouch had also dealt with Jerome Chamber of Commerce matters.
Commissioner Howell reported that directors at a SIRCOMM (Southern Idaho Regional
Communications) meeting had addressed communication glitches and towers. He had also
attended an Idaho National Guard Open House with information about the Guard’s planned
move from its two locations in the City of Jerome to a location on Highway 93. He said the move
from the Fairgrounds is expected to be complete in two and one-half years.
APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Board approved Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Christine McGuire, and
Mario Umana for the March 14, 2021, through March 27, 2021, payroll period.
SIGN COMMUNITY COLLEGE PROCLAMATION
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to sign a proclamation declaring April
2021 as College of Southern Idaho Month. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Proclamation
WHEREAS, the United States of America is served by more than thirteen hundred community and
technical colleges that have contributed significantly to the richness and accessibility of American higher education;
and
WHEREAS, over 40 percent of all American college students are attending a community college to pursue
skilled training, career development, personal enrichment, or transfer preparation; and
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WHEREAS, the American community colleges provide educational opportunities at low cost and locations
which support accessibility while maintaining accredited, quality instruction; and
WHEREAS, the College of Southern Idaho has served the Magic Valley and the State of Idaho well since
its inception and has been recognized for its excellence within the state, region, and nation; and
WHEREAS, the College of Southern Idaho has transformed the economic landscape of its service region,
the Magic Valley, by developing education, economic, and workforce development seeking to assure a qualified
workforce for the region and throughout the State of Idaho; and
WHEREAS, the College enriches the region through community education, fine arts, and athletic events
that provide engagement opportunities for its students as well as regional residents; and
WHEREAS, the College was created by the vote of the citizens of the Counties of Twin Falls and Jerome,
and the College opened on September 1, 1965; and
WHEREAS, the College continues to serve the region’s residents with state-of-the-art programs and
services; and
WHEREAS, the American Association of Community Colleges and the Association of Community
College Trustees recognize April each year as Community College Month and encourage its national recognition;
NOW, THEREFORE, We, the Jerome County Commissioners, do hereby proclaim April 2021 to be:
COLLEGE OF SOUTHERN IDAHO MONTH
in the County of Jerome, State of Idaho.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands
at the Jerome County Courthouse in Jerome, Idaho, on this
29th day of March 2021.
ATTEST:
/s/ Jane White, deputy
Michelle Emerson, Clerk

/s/ A. Ben Crouch
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman
/s/ John Crozier
John Crozier, Commissioner

(SEAL)
/s/ Charles M. Howell
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner

BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed a leave request for Brent Culbertson.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 24, 2021, for the Insurance Deductible
Trust Fund, with a grand total of $2,851.44.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
The Board signed claims for the March 23, 2021, to March 31, 2021, as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 26, 2021, for the Justice Fund, with a
grand total of $41,306.97.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 26, 2021, for the Indigent Fund, with a
grand total of $7,179.32.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 26, 2021, with a grand total of
$111,881.59 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Justice, Fair Capital,
Indigent, Revaluation, Auditor’s Trust, and Court Bond Trust.
CY LOOTENS––DESIGNATE POLLING PLACES
Deputy Clerk/Elections Specialist Cy Lootens was present.
Cy Lootens presented a resolution to set the precinct polling places for the May 18 school bond
election. He said the only change in the locations since the previous election was that the Eden
and Hazelton precincts would vote at the Courthouse because he knew of no one living in those
precincts who would be in the Jerome school district.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the polling places as
recommended by the election’s office. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
RESOLUTION NO. 2021-20
DESIGNATED POLLING PLACES
March 29, 2021
WHEREAS, the Jerome County Commissioners having received a request from County Clerk Michelle
Emerson to designate polling places for the precincts for the upcoming May 18, 2021, election; and
THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for Jerome County,
State of Idaho, the designated polling places stated below shall be the designated polling places as required by Idaho
Code Section 34-302.
Precincts
#1 Bishop-Court
#2 Canyonside
#3 Eden
#4 Falls City
#5 Hazelton
#6 Northeast
#7 Northwest
#8 Rimrock
#9 Shepherd-View
#10 Southeast
#11 Southwest
Absentee/Early Voting

Polling Places
Episcopal Parish Hall; 201 South Adams; Jerome, Idaho
Jerome Recreation District; 2032 South Lincoln Avenue; Jerome, Idaho
Jerome County Courthouse; 300 N. Lincoln, Room 301; Jerome, Idaho
Jerome County Airport; 472 Highway 25; Jerome, Idaho
Jerome County Courthouse; 300 N. Lincoln, Room 301; Jerome, Idaho
Jerome City Library; 100 First Avenue East; Jerome, Idaho
Jerome School Dist. #261; 125 Fourth Avenue West; Jerome, Idaho
Jerome Recreation District; 2032 South Lincoln Avenue; Jerome, Idaho
Jerome Middle School; 520 Tenth Avenue West; Jerome, Idaho
Jerome School Dist. #261; 125 Fourth Avenue West; Jerome, Idaho
Jerome School Dist. #261; 125 Fourth Avenue West; Jerome, Idaho
Jerome County Courthouse; 300 N. Lincoln, Room 301; Jerome, Idaho
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ATTEST:
/s/ Cyrel Lootens, deputy
Michelle Emerson, Clerk

/s/ A. Ben Crouch
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman
/s/ John Crozier
John Crozier, Commissioner

(SEAL)
/s/ Charles M. Howell
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner

MARK SWENSON AND TRACY PERKINS––DISCUSS SAFETY MEASURES
Present were Mark Swenson, assessor; Tracy Perkins, chief deputy assessor; Tanya Stitt,
emergency management director; and Kirsten Howard, emergency management coordinator.
Mark Swenson continued a discussion the Board had with Tracy Perkins on March 22 about
establishing a Safety Committee. He mentioned fire drills, how to respond to emergency
situations, and law enforcement presence as priorities as well as training department heads in
safety measures.
Perkins expressed concern that there were only two defibrillator-trained personnel working in the
Courthouse, and Swenson said a training class will be offered to employees.
Commissioner Crouch said he had spoken with an ICRMP (liability insurance) representative,
who was excited about the County establishing safety protocols and was willing to attend an
early meeting in establishing a Safety Committee.
 Swenson said he would set up an initial safety meeting, involving employees from each
County building.
 Commissioner Crozier said he would ask City and County law enforcement if they were
willing to establish patrols in the Courthouse.
CHRISTINE McGUIRE––VETERANS AND COMMUNITY GUARDIANS REPORT
Christine McGuire, as veterans service officer and community guardians coordinator, could not
be present because of illness, but she had submitted her monthly written report.
McGuire inquired if the Commissioners would like her to send them e-mails when visiting
veterans or guardians, and the Board preferred that she send them to their deputy clerk to protect
her safety.
Veterans Service Officer: Christine McGuire’s report included 35 office visits, five home visits,
one meeting with the State veterans service representative, 40 other services to veterans, and six
community meetings involving help for veterans.
Community Guardians: McGuire had received one guardianship application but had not held a
guardianship board meeting because of technological difficulties.
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HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present was Linda Montgomery as chairman of the South Central Public Health District Board.
Present by speakerphone were Tanya Stitt, County emergency management director; and Josh
Jensen, representing the Health District.
Josh Jensen reported the number of coronavirus cases was continuing to trend downward in both
Jerome County and in the eight-county health district, adding that hospital capacity was normal.
Jensen stated 22 percent of the population in Jerome County and 27 percent of the population in
the health district had been vaccinated against the virus. He said he expected all ages to be
eligible for the vaccine within the next week.
 The Commissioners determined they would like to continue to receive a weekly report
from the Health District through April and re-evaluate in May.
BRENT TOLMAN––URBAN RENEWAL ELIGIBILITY REPORT
Brent and Rebecca Tolman, Outwest Policy Advisors, were present.
Brent Tolman was present to ask the Commissioners to declare an area as deteriorated or
deteriorating and to ask the Urban Renewal Agency to prepare an Urban Renewal Plan for the
area. He explained that the Crossroads Point East Urban Renewal District was not developed and
that property in the District had since been sold to the NorthBridge Land Group, which had
established the NorthBridge Junction Project Area and was wanting the project to be in an Urban
Renewal district.
Tolman said access improvements had been made since the Crossroads East district was formed
in 2016 that necessitated another study to create the area as a new district.
Commissioner Howell questioned about farm land in the proposed district. Tolman said that
because the land had not been farmed in three years, the owner had signed a Consent Form
stating the land was eligible for an Urban Renewal district.
Tolman said the feasibility of a developer improving the land for commercial use was slim
without an Urban Renewal district because of the high cost of developing. He also explained that
funding from one Urban Renewal district could not be used in creating another UR district.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to accept Resolution 2021-19 accepting
the eligibility report for Northbridge Junction. It was seconded, followed by discussion in which
Commissioner Howell said that Urban Renewal was one of the few tools to entice development
in Jerome County. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Howell and carried with
Commissioners Howell and Crozier voting aye and Commissioner Crouch recusing himself.
 Tolman said he would return to the Board in late fall with a feasibility study.
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Note: The exhibits for the resolution are available in the Commissioners’ boardroom, Courthouse
Room #300.
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Meeting recessed at 11:44 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:16 P.M.MARK SWENSON––CARLSON PROPERTY TAXES
Present were Assessor Mark Swenson and Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober. Also present was
Charles Wright.
Mark Swenson followed up from an attorney request on March 22 regarding a property tax error
made for Steven Carlson. Swenson gave the Board a letter in which he stated that the assessor’s
office had made an error but that the attorney’s calculations of the amount of the error were
higher than the calculations done by the assessor and treasurer offices.
Swenson said the attorney had used an oversimplified homeowner exemption and had not taken
out the property owner’s refuse fee. He made further explanations and said the County figures
were $263.97 lower than the attorney’s.
Commissioner Howell suggested refunding the amount requested because of interest that could
have accrued over ten years on the amount the County owed the homeowner.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to authorize payment of $4,047.76 on
behalf of Steven Carlson for a repayment of property taxes. It was seconded, followed by
discussion that the Board authorized the higher amount because of possible interest and
penalties. The Motion carried with unanimous ayes.
CHARLES WRIGHT––CANCELLATION OF PENALTIES AND INTEREST FOR
HOOFIN-IT, LLC.
Charles Wright, Wright Brothers Law Office, was present.
Charles Wright explained that 2019 and 2020 property tax statements for Hoofin-It had been
mailed to the wrong address. He said the company paid the bills when it discovered they were
owed but was requesting reimbursement for penalties and interest.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to forgive the penalties and interest for
Hoofin-It LLC, at Lot 2 Block 5 of the Northside Subdivision, in the amount of $3,727.19. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
BILLY MILLENKAMP––COMBINING PROPERTIES
Present were Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall and Assistant Kacie Buhler.
Also present was Billy Millenkamp.
Billy Millenkamp proposed changing the Jerome County Zoning Ordinance (JCZO) to allow
transferring animal units to non-contiguous properties, leaving the property of a former dairy
permanently with no confined animal units allowed. He said he believed it would be good for the
dairy industry and esthetics if dairies at the end of their careers were bulldozed.
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Commissioner Howell asked about the use of the former dairy properties. Millenkamp said some
of the residences could be saved, and some of the properties could be farmed.
Nancy Marshall said such transfers would not be allowed under the County’s current zoning
ordinance.
Millenkamp said an ordinance change could allow more animal units County-wide or case by
case. He told the Board that the Department of Agriculture has a dairy rating system that might
be helpful in determining which dairies could transfer their animal units.
Millenkamp was excused.
The Commissioners consulted Marshall. She said an ordinance change would take more than six
months to be finalized and suggested the Board inquire about the rating system with the
agriculture department.
JASON VINYARD––INDIGENT SETTLEMENT
Social Services Director Kim Drury was present. Also present was Jason Vinyard.
Jason Vinyard requested a settlement on his account with Social Services for medical expenses.
He offered $11,000, which would be half of the remaining amount owed.
Kim Drury gave the Board Vinyard’s payment history, and Commissioner Howell commended
him for making regular payments. Drury stated the Board could offer a settlement, which she
would need to clear with the CAT Board (Idaho Catastrophic Health Care Cost Program). She
also said Vinyard would have the option of closing out the lien on his property and reattaching it
to new property he would like to purchase.
 The Commissioners said they needed more information from the CAT Board, and the
matter was continued until a later date.
AGROPUR TAX ABATEMENT
Present were Larry Hall, Jerome 20/20 executive director; and Tim Jensen and Eric Gracida,
both representing Agropur.
Eric Gracida reported to the Board per Agropur’s agreement of an annual accounting of the
economic value contributed to the County as a result of tax exemptions from 2020 through 2022.
He said a shred room was not expanded in 2020 because of the coronavirus pandemic but that
plans were to enlarge it in 2021 and to add 20 new employees.
Gracida stated the plant would devote 2021 to improvements to make it more efficient. He
mentioned spending $2.5 million to update wastewater treatment, $200,000 for a cooler to use
less water, and $1 million to create better cheese.
Other 2021 projects, according to Gracida, are improving fire safety; replacing old equipment;
updating a bagging room; and cubing cheese.
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Gracida said the company would return in 2022 for its yearly update.
DALE LAYNE––UPCOMING SCHOOL BOND
Deputy Clerk/Elections Specialist Cy Lootens was present. Also present was Jerome School
Superintendent Dale Layne.
Dale Layne brought the Board printed information about the upcoming school bond for the
Jerome school district. He said public meetings are limited because of the current pandemic but
that he would like to disseminate information to as many persons as possible about a proposed
$27 million bond.
Layne stated the school district is running out of space for elementary students and that bond
funds would be used to build a new elementary school housing Grades K-6, which would remove
Grade 6 from the Middle School. He said the Jefferson and Horizon elementary schools would
be remodeled so that all four elementary schools would be more equal. Layne told the Board the
location of the new school would be near the high school and two subdivisions.
Layne said the levy rate for taxpayers would not increase if the bond passes, adding that voter
approval in the previous bond election was approximately 62 percent, which was close to the 66
and two-thirds percent necessary.
MICHELLE EMERSON––CLERK MATTERS
Deputy Clerk Cy Lootens and Payroll Clerk Charry Cushman were present, in lieu of
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson.
Autoclear Contract: Cy Lootens presented a renewal contract for the metal detector at the
Judicial Annex Building.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the expenditure of $1800 for
the silver agreement with Autoclear for an annual maintenance agreement. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
Approval of Donation of Time: Charry Cushman told the Board that three employees would
like to donate leave time to an employee with medical needs who had exhausted all accrued PTO
(paid time off) and comp time.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to follow the Employee Manual rather
than the written form to donate 120 hours of PTO to ESL from three employees to another
employee. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Millenkamp Properties: Commissioner Crouch followed up from Billy Millenkamp’s earlier
request to change County ordinance so he could have more animal units in his confined animal
Monday, March 29, 2021
Page 14 of 16

operation. He asked if the ordinance could be changed to tie transferring animal units to a score
from the Department of Agriculture.
Seib advised there would need to be a limit on the number of animal units allowed and that an
increase should go through the public hearing process. He said the best way to change the
ordinance would be just to increase the number of cows allowed in confined animal operations.
He added that an ordinance change would take one and one-half years to complete.
Mark Doerr Lease: Seib approved an identical lease with Mark Doerr for an additional hangar
at the Jerome Airport.
Volunteer Appointments: Seib stated the Board could meet with a volunteer whose term had
not been renewed. It was determined Seib would draft a letter for the Board to send to the
volunteer.
Ted Lingard Lease: Seib said he would forward a letter from Ted Lingard’s lawyer about a
hangar lease at the Jerome Airport.
Carrying Weapons in County Buildings: Seib said he would research the legality of County
officials and employees carrying weapons.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of February 12 and
March 22. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Approved was Case No.
M021-003.
Meeting adjourned at 5:08 P.M
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
John Crozier, Vice Chairman

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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