JEROME COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Monday, March 21, 2022
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported from a Jerome 20/20 economic development meeting that the
group had contributed $10,000 to the rodeo for added prize money. He said Standlee Hay was
introduced as a new member and that elected officers remained the same. Reports had been given
by Arlen Crouch, Mike Williams, Jay Theiler, J.C. Olson, and John Crozier.
Commissioner Crozier said he had attended a planning meeting of the South Central Community
Action Partnership (SCCAP) for the upcoming Empty Bowls fundraiser. He had also attended a
regular board meeting of the SCCAP where Dan Zarybnisky and Kari Hills from the Mini-Cassia
area were seated as new board members. He said financial and agency reports had indicated that
the organization is doing well.
Commissioner Crozier had scored applications for the Idaho Association of Counties Scholarship
for District 6. He had also visited with Fair Board personnel as well as a citizen who planned to
gather tumble weeds blown onto his property from the Snake River Canyons Park, bundle them,
and return them to the Park.
Commissioners Crozier and Crouch had listened to a short Legislative Review by the Idaho
Association of Counties; they had heard that some key legislation concerning property and sales
taxes was dead for the current session but would be revisited with changes next year, although
several small bills had passed.
Commissioners Crozier and Crouch had also attended a Republican Central Committee meeting
where Commissioner Crouch had given a report. Members had heard the usual reports and
updates and had made plans for the April Fundraiser Breakfast.
Commissioner Crouch had attended a Rotary luncheon and had talked with the chairman of the
Fair Board. He was also present at a Jerome Cemetery board meeting, where directors had
approved purchasing ICRMP (Idaho Counties Risk Management Insurance Pool) insurance.
Commissioner Howell had spoken at the Farm Bureau annual banquet. He had also participated
in a SIRCOMM (emergency communications) executive meeting, in which directors had
narrowed director applications to four persons to interview, as well as a regular board meeting.
Commissioner Howell reported he had met with Pat Brown, regional director of the Idaho
Department of Lands (IDL), about camping on state and federal land. He brought the Board a
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letter and a map from the IDL regarding an application for a cell tower, which would require
some upgrades to an existing primitive road. Commissioner Howell had suggested the County
work with the cell phone company to build a road with a shorter access to the tower site. He
added that the IDL is ready to exchange some property that could possibly become a part of the
Snake River Canyons Park.
Commissioner Howell had also spoken with Brian Erke about blasting happening in a gravel pit
near the Flying J.
SIGN FAIR HOUSING PROCLAMATION
The Commissioners signed a proclamation declaring April as Fair Housing Month. It was posted
in the Courthouse and sent to the College of Southern Idaho.
FAIR HOUSING MONTH PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS, April 2022 marks the 54th anniversary of the passage of Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of
1968, commonly known as the Federal Fair Housing Act; and
WHEREAS, the Idaho Human Rights Commission Act has prohibited discrimination in housing since
1969; and
WHEREAS, equal opportunity for all-regardless of race, color, religion, sex, disability, familial status, or
national origin-is a fundamental goal of the United States, its states, and cities; and
WHEREAS, equal access to housing is an important component of this goal––as fundamental as
the right to equal education and employment; and
WHEREAS, housing is a critical component of family and community health and stability; and
WHEREAS, housing choice impacts children's access to education, the ability to seek and retain
employment options, cultural benefits enjoyed, the extent of exposure to crime and drugs, and the quality of
health care received in emergencies; and
WHEREAS, the laws of this nation and state seek to ensure such equality of choice for all transactions
involving housing; and
WHEREAS, ongoing education, outreach, and monitoring are keys to raising awareness of fair housing
principles, practices, rights, and responsibilities; and
WHEREAS, only through the continued cooperation, commitment, and support of all Idahoans can
barriers to fir housing be removed;
NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of County Commissioners of Jerome County does hereby
proclaim April 2022 to be
FAIR HOUSING MONTH
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Board of County Commissioners of
Jerome County, Idaho, has hereunto set its hand on this 21st day of
March in the year of our Lord 2022.
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ATTEST:
/s/ Michelle Emerson
Michelle Emerson, Clerk

/s/ A. Ben Crouch
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman
/s/ Charles M. Howell
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner

(SEAL)
/s/ John Crozier
John Crozier, Commissioner

SIGN METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION LETTER
The Board was in receipt of a request from the Idaho Transportation Department for a decision
of whether the County wanted to participate in the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) in
the Twin Falls Urbanized Area and, if so, on what level.
The Commissioners elected to participate in the MPO Advisory Committee in good faith of
becoming an MPO Policy Board Member Agency, as a voting, dues-paying member.
VETERANS SINK/WATER COOLER
The sink in the veterans lounge is a new replacement, so it was not slated for removal.
 The Commissioners elected to order a water cooler for the veterans office, as all other
offices in the Courthouse have them.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed Employee Wage Change forms to hire Ryan Bailey as a Deputy Auditor/Clerk
and Emma Sorensen in the sheriff’s office.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report for the Insurance Deductible Trust Fund, with a
grand total of $750.77.
The Board signed a Payroll Claims Approval report dated March 18, 2022, with a grand total of
$134,168.18 and a Direct Deposit Summary dated March 17, 2022, with a grand total of
$164,447.65, both for the February 27, 2022, through March 12, 2022, payroll period.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
Commissioners signed claims for the March 15, 2022, to March 22, 2022, claim cycle as follows.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 18, 2022, for the Indigent Fund, with a
grand total of $930.86.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 18, 2022, with a grand total of
$133,658.86 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, Revaluation, Tort, Court
Trust-Odyssey, and Court Bond Trust.
A motion to approve the claims was delayed until the end of the day.
BILL BRIDGES––SNAKE RIVER CANYONS PARK UPDATE
Present were Bill Bridges, chairman of the Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board; Greg
Dodson, Dodson Holdings, LLC; Larry Hall, Jerome 20/20; and Gary Warr, chairman of the Fair
Board.
Park Update: Bill Bridges reported that the Park Board would discuss the financing of the
Broken Bridge Project at its next meeting. Larry Hall said he had pledges to help with the Project
and that $185,000 more was needed. Commissioner Crouch said the Commissioners were
considering contributing ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) funds for the project.
Bridges told the Board that Idaho Power needed to know by May 1 the County’s commitment to
an overlook of Shoshone Falls, which would be $250,000 a year. Commissioner Crozier said the
power company had offered to do the geo studies, to which the Board agreed.
Bridges asked that the Commissioners view the Park’s website at snakerivercanyonspark.com
and offer suggestions to improve it.
Bridges said he was having difficulty getting a quorum for meetings of the Park Board. He told
the Board that nine members were needed and that currently there were only six.
 The Commissioners asked that aspiring board members submit a letter of interest to them
for possible appointment.
Bridges asked that the Commissioners restrict all shooting in the Park.
 The Commissioners said they would consult their attorney about adopting a new
ordinance.
Bridges said he needed a letter to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) requesting renewal of
the right-of-way for Yingst Grade Road.
 Commissioner Howell said he would write the letter.
Bridges submitted an invoice for a picnic table at the Don Zuck Arbor.
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Bridges said the next meeting of the Park Board would begin at 10 A.M. rather than the usual
11A.M. time on Thursday, April 14. He added that the annual clean-up of the Park by volunteers
would be on May 21.
Bridges invited the Commissioners to a ribbon cutting for the disc/foot golf course on May 3.
Building Permit Fee Waiver: Bridges asked that the Board waive the permit fees for a shelter at
the disc/foot golf course.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to waive the building permit fees for the
Snake River Canyons Park disc golf picnic shelter. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
ANDREA WIESENMEYER––FAIR MATTERS
Present were Andrea Wiesenmeyer, Fair manager; Gary Warr, chairman of the Fair Board; and
Greg Dodson, representing Diamondz Bar.
Fair Capital Improvements: Andrea Wiesenmeyer gave the Board photos of potholes in the
Fairgrounds parking lot and asked that the Commissioners use the Fair-Capital budget line for
repairs and sealcoating of the lot.
Commissioner Howell questioned whether Wiesenmeyer’ s request would qualify as a capital
expenditure.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve $17,026.75 for J&D to repair
potholes and sealcoat the Fairgrounds parking lot. It was seconded and carried with
Commissioners Crozier and Crouch voting aye and Commissioner Howell abstaining.
Liquor License: Wiesenmeyer reported to the Commissioners that the Fair Board had approved
becoming the sole provider of alcohol on the Fairgrounds by leasing a liquor license from
Diamondz. She said other Idaho fairs hold their own liquor licenses and listed the pros and cons
of the proposal. Wiesenmeyer said this year would be a test period for holding the license, with
beer sales confined to the grandstands and hard liquor served only in the beer garden.
Commissioner Howell questioned about security, enforcement, and liability. Greg Dodson stated
he would rather lease his license to the Fairgrounds than to a restaurant. Gary Warr said
Dodson’s license could be confiscated for violations of it. Wiesenmeyer said problems at an
eastern Idaho fair decreased when it had its own license. She also believed the license would
insulate the County because Fair personnel would have a better knowledge of liquor sales.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to grant approval to the Jerome County
Fair to lease a liquor license from Diamondz and to be the sole provider of alcohol on the
Fairgrounds. It was seconded, followed by discussion that the County should realize the profit
from liquor sales and would have better control by holding the license. The Motion carried with
unanimous ayes.
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LAURA CASTLEBERRY––TAX EXEMPTION DECISION
Present was Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober. Also present was Laura Castleberry.
Commissioner Crouch informed Laura Castleberry that after analyzing her application for a tax
exemption that the Commissioners had granted an exemption on March 14 for 2018 and 2019
taxes but that she would still owe for 2020 and 2021 taxes. He said the Commissioners wanted to
help her but also to keep the interests of the County.
Castleberry said she had already applied for the circuit breaker exemption for 2022 taxes. Tevian
Ekren-Kober advised Castleberry that she would need to apply for the exemption every year
between January 1 and April 15.
Commissioner Howell asked Castleberry if she thought she could pay $100 a month toward
catching up her tax bills. Commissioner Crouch noted that $100 monthly payments for a year
would pay for her 2020 taxes.
KELLIE WILLIAMS––PENALTIES AND INTEREST
Present was Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober. Also present was Kellie Williams.
Kellie Williams explained to the Board that she had a verbal agreement with her son that he
would pay the taxes on her house and that she would pay for the insurance, which worked well
until 2018. She said when she discovered she was in jeopardy of a tax deed that she had paid the
2018 taxes, penalties, and interest in full.
Tevian Ekren-Kober said Williams was asking the Board to waive penalties and interest for the
2019, 2020, and 2021 taxes and that she would then pay the taxes due in full through June of
2022. Ekren-Kober advised Williams that she would then owe about $700 on December 20,
2022, for the first half of 2022 taxes.
Williams showed the Commissioners a box of receipts to show that she always pays her bills on
time.
The Commissioners asked if she still had an agreement with her son, and she said she had emailed him and that he had said he would try harder to pay the taxes.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to waive all interest and penalties up to
this point for Kellie Williams, Parcel No. RPJ13701780020. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
 11:45 A.M. – A Motion was made Commissioner Howell to go into executive session per
Idaho Code 74-206(1)(b), personnel. It was seconded and carried with a unanimous roll vote.
12 NOON – Return to open session.
Meeting recessed at 12 NOON.
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Meeting reconvened at 1:30 P.M.

MICHELLE EMERSON AND TRACEE McKIM––CLERK MATTERS
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim were present.
IT Employee: Michelle Emerson provided two sample job descriptions, as well as a salary
survey from the Idaho Association of Counties regarding hiring a full-time IT employee.
The Board discussed hiring a new employee. Tracee McKim favored the IS Field Technician job
description but retaining 100 hours of service from Harris Computers through the end of the year
during a new employee’s introductory period. Emerson preferred using ARPA (American
Rescue Plan Act) funds to pay the employee through his or her first year and then absorbing 25
percent of the salary into the County budget in the second year of employment, 50 percent in the
third, 75 in the fourth, and the total salary in the County budget the fifth year.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to begin the process of hiring a full-time
IT person with ARPA funds, as discussed. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
ARPA Funds Discussion: Emerson advised that it would be necessary to hire four additional
detention deputies if a new jail pod is completed with ARPA funds. The Board discussed
obtaining more jail fee information from the sheriff’s office and possibly raising the jail bed
prices.
Emerson provided information from Latah County, which had approved premium pay for current
employees who had worked through the pandemic. The Commissioners agreed to use ARPA
funds for one-time payments of $1,000 to full-time employees and $750 to part-time employees.
The Board reviewed its March 7 list of proposed projects from ARPA funds, adding updated
estimated costs as follows.
 Vacate the jail space in the Courthouse, $100,000
 Complete the final jail pod, $1,250,000
 Improve the well at Wilson Lake, $60,000
 Contribute to the broken bridge project at Yingst Grade, $185,000
 Move monuments in the Jerome veterans park and build a new park in Jerome, $50,000
 Hire an IT employee, $262,500
 Build a Senior/Recreation Center in Eden, $100,000
 Provide hazard pay for County qualified COVID expenses, $132,000
 Provide a water study for Eden, $42,000
 Help with the purchase of tables and benches for the Fairgrounds, $26,000
The total of the above estimated costs was $2,207,500
The Board did not have estimated totals for the purchase of grandstands; Hazelton water and
sewer upgrades; broadband for the jail, cities, and county; water and sewer to the Jerome
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Airport; and Hazelton street upgrades and sidewalks. The Commissioners determined that rather
than hiring a human resource (HR) employee, each department would be responsible for its own
HR needs.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the budgeting of $60,000 for
the Wilson Lake well project out of ARPA funds. It Was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to budget $185,000 for the broken bridge
project from ARPA funds. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve another $26,000 for Fair picnic tables
and benches. It died for lack of a second.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve $42,000 from ARPA funds for
a water usage study for the City of Eden. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
McKim said the clerk’s office had developed a form that entities receiving ARPA funds from the
County would need to fill out and return to the clerk’s office before the release of ARPA funds.
Future Plans: Emerson stated future plans included finishing upgrades to the front windows at
the Judicial Annex Building, which would complete the planned upgrades for the building.
TRACY RAINES––VETERANS/GUARDIANS REPORT
Tracy Raines, as veterans service officer and Board of Community Guardians coordinator, was
present.
Veterans: Tracy Raines said he had filed a few claims for veterans within the past week and that
helping veterans qualify for the circuit breaker property tax exemption was important at the
present time of the year. He said he had learned of a local resident who repairs wheelchairs for
veterans, about which he was interested to gain more information.
Guardians: Raines told the Board he was preparing to address members of the Interfaith
Association that week about recruiting volunteers for the Board of Community Guardians. He
said he had addressed a partial payment for a Guardians ward.
 2:45 P.M. - A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to go into executive session per
Idaho Code 74-206(1)(b), regarding personnel. It was seconded and carried with a unanimous
roll call vote.
2:50 P.M. – Return to open session.
3:00 P.M. – Commissioner Howell was excused to attend an Idaho Transportation Department
meeting.
GARY TAYLOR––CONTRACT WITH THE CITY OF EDEN
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This matter was rescheduled for April 4.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Homeowner Association Letter: Present were Harry David Jayne, Donald Rasch, Roger
Maberto, Carol Williamson Jayne, Kathleen Bell, Robert Bell, Thomas Cheski, Boyd
Bangstrom, Dan Brown, and Mike Harveston, all representing Sawtooth Acres Subdivision.
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Commissioner Crouch stated the petition submitted for a Local Improvement District (LID) to
improve roads in the Sawtooth Acres Subdivision was faulty because too many of the
homeowners in the subdivision had changed their minds after signing the petition. Mike Seib
stated the Commissioners had invalidated the petition.
Harry David Jayne said that State statute specifies items that need to be included in an LID
petition and that it was an incomplete submittal.
Roger Maberto told the Board that the homeowner association had a closed meeting in January
and a February meeting without his knowledge. He said the association has not had annual
meetings with an election of board members, nor audits of its finances.
Commissioner Crouch said the Board of Commissioners has no authority over the homeowner
association and could just encourage the homeowners.
Commissioner Crozier stated the petition could not progress unless the Commissioners felt good
about it. He said he wanted the roads to be brought up to highway district standards and was
expecting an answer about that requirement from a County liability insurance representative.
Commissioner Crouch said the Board had questions about the ballots submitted with the petition
and would like the homeowner association to meet again before it submits another petition.
Thomas Cheski asked if an LID is allowed to be submitted for private roads. The Commissioners
said they are seeking to find out and would let the homeowners know.
Maberto questioned what the homeowners’ next action should be since the Commissioners do
not have authority over the association. Seib suggested the homeowners read the association
covenants and possibly elect a new homeowner board.
Commissioner Crozier warned that a homeowner meeting not be emotionally charged. Jayne
suggested hiring a moderator. He said he had 56 signatures of homeowners in opposition to the
LID petition.
Mike Harveston said some homeowners would not receive benefit from improving the roads.
Commissioner Crozier believed the highway district was not initiating the petition because it
believes the roads cannot be brought up to highway district standards.
The Board signed a letter to be sent to the subdivision homeowners who had addressed the Board
on March 7.
Status of Planning and Zoning Criminal Charge: Seib said the charge was set for trial.
Coroner Appointment: Commissioner Crouch asked about the possibility of establishing an
agreement with the newly appointed coroner regarding his involvement with funeral homes. Seib
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counseled that the Board has no authority over the coroner as an elected official and that only the
electorate would police him.
Shooting Ordinance: The Board asked that Seib write an ordinance prohibiting all shooting,
except for bows and arrows, in the Snake River Canyons Park. Seib said he would develop an
ordinance but that Park visitors would need to follow State guidelines.
Personnel: Seib said he would like to compensate his two deputy prosecutors for increasing their
work loads because of the position vacancy in his office. He informed the Board he had
advertised to hire a deputy prosecutor for four weeks but had not yet received any applications.
The Board agreed to temporary extra compensation.
APPROVE CLAIMS, Continued
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of March 14 as
read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to follow staff recommendations
regarding indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Commissioner
Crouch signed an amended Subordination Agreement that was originally signed on March 14.
Meeting adjourned at 3:55 P.M.
Respectively submitted:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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