JEROME COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Monday, March 14, 2022
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported from a Fair Board meeting where board members had discussed
the purchase of picnic tables and benches, Fair entertainment, and calendar items. They also reelected all standing officers to their current positions.
Commissioner Crozier had attended a Jerome Chamber of Commerce luncheon and listened to a
presentation by Lindsey Westburg about the Boys and Girls Clubs of the Magic Valley. He said
that Con Paulos had pledged $100,000 to begin a Club in Jerome; Paulos had spoken briefly
about his plan as well as a community project to do 100 Acts of Kindness in the area within the
next year.
Commissioner Crozier stated a financial report was given at a County Urban Renewal Agency
meeting and that Laurie Harberd had given an audit report that was favorable in every aspect. He
had also heard progress on developing Northbridge Junction and Crossroads Point as well as a
brief rundown by Evan Armbruster on current proposed legislation and how it would affect
Urban Renewal.
Commissioner Crozier told the Board he had heard in a legislative review by the Idaho
Association of Counties that the legislation about raising the sales tax and reducing property
taxes was dead but would most likely be revisited in next year’s Legislature session. He had also
heard discussion of a bill to define who would pay costs connected to civil commitments as well
as a bill changing some of the timing for coroners to go forward with cremations.
Commissioners Crozier and Crouch had attended a meeting with an Eminent Technical Solutions
(ETS) representative as well as other County personnel regarding a survey of broadband needs in
the County.
All three commissioners had listened to another legislative review from the Idaho Association of
Counties regarding the proposed sales and property tax legislation.
Commissioner Howell reported from an Adaptive Recovery meeting, saying that the group was
deliberating whether to continue monthly meetings about other matters because of the reduction
in the number of coronavirus cases.
Commissioner Crouch told the Board that no solutions were found to questions posed to a board
meeting of the Jerome Chamber of Commerce.
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Commissioner Crouch had also lunched with Larry Hall and learned economic updates from
Jerome 20/20.
SIGN YINGST GRADE CLOSURE ORDINANCE
The Board was in receipt of an ordinance that Attorney Mike Seib had provided authorizing the
closure of Yingst Grade from 10 P.M. to 6 A.M.
 A Motion by was made by Commissioner Crouch to sign Ordinance 2022-1 closing
Yingst Grade. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
ORDINANCE NUMBER 2022-1
AN ORDINANCE OF THE JEROME COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS,
STATE OF IDAHO, PROHIBITING MOTOR VEHICLES ON YINGST GRADE; SETTING
FORTH UNDERLYING RECITALS, INCORPORATING RECITALS, DIRECTING
IMPLEMENTATION BY ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF, REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING
ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE
RECITALS:
WHEREAS, Article XII, Section 2 of the Idaho Constitution authorizes Jerome County to adopt “all such
local police, sanitary, and other regulations as are not in conflict with its charter or with the general laws”; and
WHEREAS, Idaho Code Section 31-714 authorizes Jerome County to pass all ordinances, rules, and
regulations necessary for carrying into effect or discharging the powers and duties conferred by the laws of the State
of Idaho, and that are necessary or proper to provide for the safety, promote the health and prosperity, and improve
the general welfare of the inhabitants of Jerome County and all persons who may be present in Jerome County from
time to time; and
WHEREAS, Idaho Code Section 31-715 mandates all such ordinances to be published in a newspaper
circulated in the county before such will become effective; and
WHEREAS, Idaho Code Section 31-715A authorizes the Board of County Commissioners to publish a
summary of the ordinance; and
WHEREAS, Jerome County has leased an area from the United States, Department of the Interior, Bureau
of Land Management, for the purpose of developing a recreational park, where activities such as hiking, skiing,
hunting, jogging, target shooting, archery, riding bicycles, horseback riding, riding motorcycles, snowmobiles,
ATVs, UTVs, and other motorized vehicles, and other similar recreational activities can occur.
WHEREAS, a park board oversees the recreational park, known as the “Snake River Canyons Park,” to
ensure it is developed in such a way to make sure its various features are best utilized for the many kinds of
recreations intended in the park.
WHEREAS, one such feature within Snake River Canyons Park is Yingst Grade, a popular area that is
susceptible to vandalism and other kinds of destruction during the nighttime.
WHEREAS, in developing Snake River Canyons Park, it has been determined the best utilization of Yingst
Grade is as a path for nonmotorized travel.
NOW, THEREFORE,
COMMISSIONERS as follows:

BE

IT

ORDAINED

BY

THE
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JEROME

COUNTY

BOARD

OF

I.

Recitals. The above recitals are hereby incorporated into this ordinance.

II.

Authority. This ordinance is enacted pursuant to Idaho Code Section 31-714.

III.
Title. This ordinance shall be known as Ordinance No. 2022-1. Exhibit “A”, which is attached
hereto and incorporated into this Ordinance as if fully stated herein, shall be known as “Persons Being Present When
Yingst Grade Is Closed – Prohibited”.
IV.
Purpose. To promote the public safety, health, welfare, convenience, and enjoyment of the Snake
River Canyons Park, and to preserve and enhance the recreational experiences of all who utilize the park.
V.
Adoption. This ordinance is adopted as written and shown in Attachment “A”, which is attached
hereto and incorporated herein by this reference.
VI.
Repeal. Any other existing Jerome County ordinance, resolution, or portion thereof that conflicts
with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be repealed or superseded to the extent of such conflict.
VII.
Severability. The various parts of this ordinance and those of its attachment are severable. The
invalidity of a certain part shall not affect the validity of the remaining parts.
VIII.
Implementation. Administrative staff and agents of Jerome County are hereby directed to take
such actions as may be necessary to implement the provisions of this ordinance.
IX.
Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective upon its approval, passage, and publication in a
newspaper in circulation in Jerome County.
Approved and adopted as an ordinance of Jerome County by the Board of Jerome County Commissioners
on the 14th day of March 2022.
JEROME COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ATTEST:

/s/ A. Ben Crouch
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

/s/ Michelle Emerson
Michelle Emerson, Clerk

/s/ John Crozier
John Crozier, Commissioner

(SEAL)
/s/ Charles M. Howell
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
ATTACHMENT “A”
PERSONS BEING PRESENT WHEN YINGST GRADE IS CLOSED – PROHIBITED
Part 1
DEFINITIONS
Section 1.1

Definitions

For purposes of this ordinance, the following terms shall have the following meanings:
“Closed” means that period of time extending from 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. the following day.
“Yingst Grade" means the slope or gradient of Yingst Road as it proceeds into the Snake River Canyon, becoming
Auger Falls Road, and the entirety of the path or paths of Yingst/Auger Falls Road in the Snake River Canyon to the
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point or points it reaches the northern edge of the Snake River, as well as that area lying 100 yards, in all directions,
from the center of such slope or gradient. It also includes all portions of the “broken” bridge located in Jerome
County at the bottom of the grade and spanning the Snake River.
Part 2
PERSONS PRESENT WHEN CLOSED – PROHIBITED
Section 2.1

Persons Present on Yingst Grade During Closed Times is Prohibited

No person shall be at or upon any portion of Yingst Grade during any time in which it is closed. This Section shall
not apply to law enforcement officers or other emergency personnel acting in an emergency situation or when
necessary for a law enforcement officer to discharge an official duty.
Part 3
PENALTY
Section 3.1

Penalty

Any person found guilty or who pleads guilty of a violation of the provisions of this ordinance is punishable by
imprisonment in the county jail not to exceed six (6) months, or by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars
($1000), or by both.

MOTION FOR USE OF ARPA FUNDS
The Board reviewed its decision of March 7 to contribute $26,000 from ARPA (American
Rescue Plan Act) funds toward the purchase of tables and benches at the Fairgrounds.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to pay $26,000 from ARPA funds, going
half with the Jerome County Fair for the purchase of picnic tables and benches. It was seconded
and carried with unanimous ayes.
APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Board approved Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Tracy Raines, Tanya
Stitt, and Mario Umana.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
Commissioner Crouch signed Catering Permits for Soran Restaurants, Inc., Twin Falls, to be
used March 24, 2022, from 5 P.M. to 10 P.M., and April 13, 2022, from 5 P.M. to 10 P.M., both at
Moss Greenhouse, Jerome.
The Board signed leave requests for Brent Culbertson (2), Deserae Jones, and Mario Umana.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
Commissioners signed claims for the March 9, 2022, to March 14, 2022, claim cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 11, 2022, for the Indigent Fund, with a
grand total of $1,642.25.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 11, 2022, for the Restitution-Courts
Fund, with a grand total of $4,381.28.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 11, 2022, with a grand total of
$44,454.58 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, Election Consolidation,
Revaluation, and Assessor Trust-Licenses.
KIM DRURY––ELIGIBILITY FOR A HARDSHIP EXEMPTION
Present were Social Services Director Kim Drury and Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober.
Kim Drury had analyzed a hardship exemption from Laura Castleberry because Castleberry was
in jeopardy of losing her property to a tax deed in May. Drury presented a spread sheet showing
the disposable income of Castleberry’s household, saying her household had no significant
amount of income.
Tevian-Ekren Kober presented the amount Castleberry owed for 2018, 2019, 2020, and 2021
property taxes, which amounted to $6,566.37. She said that State code allows the Commissioners
to cancel taxes because of undue hardship for a specified time period. She added that Castleberry
would probably be eligible for a circuit breaker exemption for 2022 taxes if she applies before
April 15, which would reduce her taxes to $38 a year.
Commissioner Howell questioned why Castleberry had not applied for the circuit breaker
exemption in previous years, and Drury believed that she probably was not eligible until she was
declared disabled in October of 2020. Commissioner Howell believed Castleberry could use her
disposable monthly income of $705 toward paying some of the back taxes due.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to grant a hardship exemption to Laura
Castleberry for 2018 and 2019 taxes, with the admonition to catch up 2020 and 2021 taxes. It
was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
 Castleberry was scheduled to meet with the Commissioners on March 21 for them to
explain to her their decision.
Ekren-Kober told the Board that a litigation guarantee was owed to the title company, which the
Board agreed for the County to pay.
BRENT CULBERTSON––MAINTENANCE REPORT
Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson was present. Also present was Linda Montgomery.
LED Lighting: Brent Culbertson followed up from February 14 when the Board asked that he
bring an estimate for replacing 12 parking lot lights at the Judicial Annex Building. He presented
a Proposed Project Summary from Idaho Power.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to proceed as requested with the LED
lighting upgrade at the Judicial Annex, with the Idaho Power rebate. It was seconded, followed
by discussion that the total project cost was $8,877 with an estimated $5,659.87 Idaho Power
Incentive, for a new total of $3,317.17; the estimated annual energy savings is an estimated
$2,304.40 per year. The Motion carried with unanimous ayes.
Hot Water: Culbertson reported from the Board’s February 14 request to investigate the cost of
providing hot water in all Courthouse sinks. He gave estimated totals for additional electrical
lines and mini water heaters.
The Board preferred removing sinks that were not used rather than providing them with hot
water.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve an expense of $8,000 to
provide hot water for various sinks in the Courthouse that lack it. It was seconded, followed by
discussion that the amount did not include faucets, and carried with unanimous ayes.
Report: Culbertson said the new windows purchased for the Courthouse would be installed with
the advent of warmer weather.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present were Tanya Stitt and Kirsten Howard, Emergency Management director and coordinator,
respectively. Also Present was Linda Montgomery, Health Board. Present by speakerphone were
Mike Williams, City of Jerome administrator; and Brenda Mason, South Central Public Health
District.
Brenda Mason reported the number of coronavirus cases from March 6 to March 14 in Jerome
County was 7 compared to 6 in 2021, and that the number in the eight-county health district was
24, compared to 93 in 2021. She said area hospitals were in the minimal or moderate risk
categories regarding capacity.
Mason stated that the positivity rates were a better marker of the spread of the virus. She reported
rates in Jerome County were 2.79 percent in December, 41.06 percent in January, and 4.07
percent in March. District-wide numbers were 4.63 percent, 2.67 percent, and 1.92 percent for
the same months.
Mason said that Governor Little had announced that as of April 15, 2022, Idaho would no longer
have an emergency declaration regarding the coronavirus.
Mason told the Board she could no longer meet with the Commissioners due to her work load.
Linda Montgomery asked if the Commissioners could at least receive CDC [Center for Disease
Control] updates through April. Mason said she would check with her superior and let the
County know.
Stitt and Howard were excused.
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Linda Montgomery reported from meetings of the South Central Public Health District board of
directors, including discussions of the change in funding from the State to the counties, revision
of HR and employee manuals, and life insurance policies through PERSI.
10:55 A.M. – Commissioner Howell was excused to attend a SIRCOMM [emergency
communications] meeting.
NANCY MARSHALL––PLANNING AND ZONING REPORT
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall was present.
Nancy Marshall spoke from her monthly written report, relating financial, building, and code
enforcement statistics as well as mapping and other department activities.
12 P.M. – Retirement luncheon for Gerald Brant.
1:15 P.M. – Return to open session.
TRACEE McKIM––QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REPORT
Tracee McKim and Michelle Emerson, chief deputy clerk and clerk, respectively, were present.
Tracee McKim presented the Treasurer/Auditor Joint Quarterly Report from October 1, 2021,
through December 31, 2021, which she said was favorable.
McKim explained the Fair line showed a negative figure because the County issues payroll for
Fair employees, which is reimbursed to the County the following month.
Commissioner Howell asked how the County determines if the airports are making money for
the County. McKim believed they were because of the budget resolutions adding revenue to the
airport fund.
 Those present discussed the software at the Airport fuel pumps and determined to gather
more information within the next two weeks.
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CY LOOTENS––CANVAS ELECTION
Cy Lootens, deputy clerk/elections specialist; and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson
were present.
Cy Lootens presented for signature an Election Canvas Certification for the Valley and Shoshone
school districts. He told the Board that only two Jerome County residents live in the Shoshone
school district and that neither of them had returned ballots for a supplemental levy that he had
mailed to them.
A supplemental levy for the Valley Joint School District had passed with 102 in favor and 40
against; the percentage of registered voters who voted was 11.30.
A plant facility levy for the Valley schools had also passed with 97 voting in favor and 42
against; the percentage of registered voters casting ballots was the same as for the supplemental
levy.
Lootens explained that the election department compares the number of votes from the ballot
counter to the number of poll book signatures to show that no ballots are lost.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to accept the school election results of
March 8, 2022. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.

Lootens requested to purchase two printers for the polling places because one of the poll workers
had dropped and broken a printer, necessitating the need for a replacement and a spare printer.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to purchase two more printers for
elections, one as a replacement and one as a spare, for $1800 total. It was seconded and carried
with unanimous ayes.
TIM LARSON––AIRPORTS REPORT
Airports Manager Tim Larson and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson were present.
Tim Larson reported that repairs to the dump truck at the Jerome Airport had cost $1,286.74 and
that the invoice to repair the loader had not yet been received. He said electrical service was
needed for both the new and the old airport signs.
Larson stated he would apply ground sterilant at the end of March and spray for broadleaf weeds
at the end of spring and into summer. He announced that the FBO [Fixed Business Operation]
guidelines would be posted on the Airport Website.
Larson gave the current fuel prices charged and said that he had contacted seven companies
about providing fuel management software and would be scheduling some of them for demos.
Larson provided a written report of fuel sales for January and February, as requested by
Commissioner Crouch on February 28. The Commissioner requested that Larson bring a new
report each time he meets with the Commissioners.
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The Commissioners discussed further fuel pricing with Larson.
 Commissioner Crouch asked that Larson show the price charged per gallon on the fuel
invoices and also to differentiate between the purchases made by Precision Aviation and other
pilots. He also asked Larson to provide how many gallons were purchased at what price and how
many were sold at what price in 2021.
TRACY RAINES––VETERANS/GUARDIANS REPORT
Veterans Service Office/Board of Community Guardians Coordinator Tracy Raines was present.
Veterans: Tracy Raines reported from serving veterans and said he was still helping a widow
gather the information she needed to access veteran benefits.
Board of Community Guardians: Raines said he had spoken with two possible resources to
find volunteers to serve on the Board of Community Guardians and said he would address the
Interfaith Association on March 24 about recruiting volunteers.
STEVE STRINGHAM––HARRIS COMPUTER REPORT
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson were present.
Also present was Steve Stringham, representing Harris Computers.
Steve Stringham reviewed why the County had lost computer capability in February. He said the
storage server was misconfigured, and then it crashed. He said the system is now functional but
that he had a concern that warrantees were out of date.
Stringham gave the Commissioners a written IT update, listing the price of two Barracuda
backups currently needed as well as three other updates needed soon. He said all the data for the
sheriff’s office was not being captured and that a better connection was needed between the
sheriff building and the Courthouse/Annex.
Commissioner Howell asked about fiber optic lines. Stringham said that fiber is better but that
wireless connection could be used with line of sight. Tracee McKim said the County tower on
Highway 93 might be a resource for a line-of-sight connection.
McKim said Harris Computers was offering a 20 percent discount because the County had
purchased some back-ups that were not large enough.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to upgrade and update County computer
software and backup with the purchase of a Barracuda Backup 890 for $58,294.08. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Stringham said he was frustrated that he had to clean up from purchases made with Computer
Arts and that Harris Computers [which had purchased Computer Arts] has a different
management system.
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McKim stated computer back-up is important and that Harris Computers has more standard
practices that did Computer Arts.
MARK SWENSON––ASSESSOR MATTERS
Present were Mark Swenson, assessor; and Tanzy McCool, Department of Motor Vehicles
employee.
Department of Motor Vehicles Issues: Mark Swenson told the Board that the Department of
Motor Vehicles (DMV) is experiencing less work since the State has assumed some of its
functions and has authorized online and mail-in renewals. He reminded the Board that a fourth
employee was added when there were problems with a new software program but that now there
are rarely lines of customers waiting for service.
Tanzy McCool, as DMV supervisor, said having four employees in her office is helpful during
lunch hours and when employees take vacations.
Commissioner Crouch noted that the population of the County is growing. The Board advocated
using attrition if overstaffing remains.
 Swenson said he would bring statistics to the Board in June.
Executive Session: It was deemed that an executive session regarding personnel was not needed.
McCool was excused.
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Multiple Listing Service Agreement: Swenson produced a draft License Agreement with
Intermountain Multiple Listing Service (IMLS), proposing it because he said it is a challenge for
his office to receive optional sales information from property buyers.
The Board discussed with Swenson the advantages of entering a reciprocal agreement for both
the County and the IMLS.
 Mike Seib said he would review the agreement.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Mike Seib said he would report to the Board the status of a criminal charge for a zoning
violation.
Seib said he was also writing a letter to the president of the Sawtooth Acres Homeowners
Association regarding its petition for a Local Improvement District [LID].
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READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of March 7 as
read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. There were no case
approvals, denials, or dismissals.
Meeting adjourned at 4:55 P.M.
Respectively submitted:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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