JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, March 8, 2021
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported he had listened to a discussion by the Idaho Association of
Counties about legislation currently in the Idaho Legislature. He had also visited with
Courthouse employees and with some constituents.
Commissioner Howell stated he had met with the Fair manager and Charles Schabacker about
the latter’s sponsorship of Fair events. He had also participated in an Adaptive Recovery meeting
where the spread of the coronavirus was discussed, and he had given a radio interview.
Commissioner Crouch reported from an Airport Advisory Board meeting that a Hazelton Airport
runway upgrade would be made in August. He said the contractor for rehabilitating the Jerome
Airport runway had scheduled reconstruction at the end of May but that aerial spray applicators
were complaining that the date was too late in the spring.
Commissioner Crouch had also attended ambulance and Region IV Economic Development
meetings. Region IV had discussed its audit and financial reports and had learned that the Magic
Valley Food innovation center was considering building off the College of Southern Idaho
campus in order to meet the grant eligibility requirement to own the property receiving a grant.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to amend the agenda under “Tim
Larson––Airports Report” to discuss the airport board application from Tom Peters. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed a Direct Deposit Detail with a grand total of $153,566.13 and a Payroll Claims
Approval By Fund with a grand total of $324,141.68, both dated March 3, 2021, for the February
14, 2021, through February 27, 2021, payroll period.
All three Commissioners had signed during the previous week a new airport hangar lease with
Charles Schabacker, as they had determined to do on March 1.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Monday, March 8, 2021
Page 1 of 11

Monday, March 8, 2021
Page 2 of 11

The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 5, 2021, for the Indigent Fund, with a
grand total of $19,831.86.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 5, 2021, for the Restitution-Courts
Fund, with a grand total of $2,970.53.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 5, 2021, with a grand total of
$2,970.53 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Justice, Indigent,
Revaluation, and Ambulance.
OLD BUSINESS
The Board discussed briefly the appointment and reappointment of volunteer board members and
determined to adopt a written policy.
MICHELLE EMERSON––JAIL CLAIM
The Commissioners did not sign two claims from Starr Corporation for the jail expansion
pending questions from the sheriff and the County clerk about the completion of the project.
BRENT CULBERTSON––MAINTENANCE REPORT
Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson was present.
Report: Brent Culbertson reported he would probably begin framing for closets in the
Messersmith Building that week, with subsequent projects of exterior and steel framing, and new
ceiling tiles.
Culbertson said he had been active in making repairs at the jail.
Commissioner Crouch signed a supervisor’s accident report for injuries Culbertson had sustained
while working for the County. Culbertson said he had not gone to the doctor, hoping the injuries
would work themselves out.
 Commissioner Crouch requested that Culbertson take before-and-after pictures of the
remodeling at the Messersmith Building.
Messersmith Building Siding Decision: Culbertson reported that the Fair manager preferred
drywall, rather than steel siding, when upgrading the Messersmith Building at the Fairgrounds, to
which the Commissioners agreed.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present were Tanya Stitt, County emergency management director; Dale Layne, Jerome schools
superintendent; Mike Williams, Jerome city administrator; and Linda Montgomery and Dan
Shaffer, representing the South Central Public Health District.
Dan Shaffer stated the number of reported new coronavirus cases in Jerome County, and the
Health District wide, was low. He said the next tier of eligibility for the vaccination against the
virus would be businesses and would begin the next week.
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Linda Montgomery questioned whether the Commissioners desired to continue with weekly
coronavirus updates from the Health District, and the Board determined to maintain the
momentum of weekly information.
Commissioner Crouch asked whether there were any new strains of the virus, and Shaffer said he
would need to ascertain that information.
ART BROWN––RECREATION ZONE REPORT
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle
Emerson were present. Also present was Art Brown as the facilitator of a committee writing a
draft Recreation Zone as part of the Jerome County Zoning Ordinance.
Art Brown reported on the progress of the Recreation Zone Committee during the previous
month. He said members had changed from meeting for two-hour sessions twice a week to
meeting once a week for a three-hour session. He informed that the Committee is now working
on definitions for the ordinance.
Brown said he was pleased with the Committee members and their progress.
Brown answered questions from Commissioner Howell, who made a recommendation for
descriptions of the three proposed recreation zones.
Scott Bybee was present.
Brown recommended holding some open houses to give the public information before sending
Recreation Zone draft legislation to the Planning and Zoning Commission. He projected draft
completion by June, followed by public hearings.
NANCY MARSHALL––PLANNING AND ZONING REPORT
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle
Emerson were present.
Nancy Marshall read from her monthly written report of February activities in the Planning and
Zoning Office, which included statistics on revenue, building department inspections and
projects, code enforcement, and mapping.
Marshall requested renewal of a contract for maintenance of a plotter, saying the premium had
increased five percent rather than the ten percent anticipated in the County budget.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the contract with Bonneville
Blue Supply for plotter maintenance for GIS in the amount of $1,295. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
Marshall told the Board that her office is currently working with legal counsel to revise Chapter
6 of the Zoning Ordinance regarding variances for windbreaks and berms.
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 Marshall said she would draft a written policy for appointing volunteer board members.
Meeting recessed at 11:59 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:17 P.M.
EXECUTIVE SESSION––LITIGATION
Present were Attorney Mike Seib and Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober.
 1:18 P.M. - A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to go into executive session per
Idaho Code 74-206(1)(f), regarding litigation. It was seconded and carried with a unanimous roll
call vote.
1:33 P.M. – Return to open session.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to follow the advice of counsel as
discussed in executive session. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Sanctuary County (Second Amendment Rights): The Commissioners discussed adopting a
draft resolution with respect to Constitutional rights with Mike Seib. He believed the resolution
would be redundant because it just states that Jerome County agrees with the laws of Idaho and
the nation.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch that the County Commissioners sign
Resolution 2021-16 reaffirming Constitutional rights for the citizens of Jerome County. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
RESOLUTION NO. 2021-16
A Resolution with Respect to Constitutional Rights in Jerome County
Jerome County will continue to support vigorously and to defend the Constitution of the United States and the
Constitution of the State of Idaho.
WHEREAS, after gaining independence, this nation adopted the United States Constitution as the supreme
law of the land; and
WHEREAS, the United States of America is a constitutional republic, wherein the rights of the states and
the people are ensured; and
WHEREAS, the first ten amendments, known as the Bill of Rights, were adopted with the stated purpose of
“extending the ground of public confidence in the Government” to “best ensure the beneficent ends of its
institution;” and
WHEREAS, freedom of speech, freedom of press, freedom of religion, the right to assemble peaceably, the
right to due process under the law, and the right of the people to keep and bear arms are some of the many rights
preserved in the Bill of Rights; and
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WHEREAS, equal rights for men and women and civil rights for all citizens regardless of race, color,
religion, sex, or national origin are secured by the Constitution; and
WHEREAS, Idaho is a state within the United States and has full rights as a state, and a republican
constitution, which ensures freedom for its citizens; and
WHEREAS, the Idaho State Constitution protects the rights of Idahoans to freedoms of speech, assembly,
and keeping and bearing arms; and
WHEREAS, ALL RIGHTS contained in the United States Constitution and the Constitution of the State of
Idaho are held in highest esteem by Jerome County; and
WHEREAS, the Jerome County Board of Commissioners opposes any law that infringes upon the
constitutional rights of Jerome County’s citizens; and
WHEREAS, the citizens of Jerome County are opposed to any legislation proposed by the Idaho State
Legislature, the Governor of Idaho, the United States Congress, or the President of the United States that would
infringe upon the right of the people to keep and bear arms or would ban the possession and use of firearms,
magazines, ammunition, or accessories necessary to citizens of Jerome County for the defense of life, liberty, and
property; and
WHEREAS, the citizens of Jerome County are opposed to any legislation considered by the Idaho State
Legislature, the Governor of Idaho, the United States Congress, or the President of the United States that would
require a firearms owner ID card, registration of firearms, or a tax on the possession of firearms or ammunition
within Jerome County.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Commissioners of Jerome County, Idaho, hereby affirm our
oaths of office to support and defend the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of State of Idaho.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Commissioners of Jerome County oppose any efforts by any entity to
infringe on the constitutional rights of Jerome County citizens and will continue to defend and protect these
constitutional rights.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Commissioners of Jerome County encourage all Jerome County
citizens to exercise their rights to vote in elections as guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States of America
and the Constitution of the State of Idaho.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Commissioners of Jerome County encourage the United States
Congress and the Idaho Legislature to protect the freedoms of our citizens under the Constitution of the United
States and the Constitution of the State of Idaho and to reject any proposed law or regulation that would infringe on
or burden these freedoms or undermine the Constitution of the United States or the Constitution of the State of
Idaho.
DATED this 8th day of March 2021
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ATTEST:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Jane White, deputy
Michelle Emerson, Clerk

//s/ A. Ben Crouch
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

(SEAL)

/s/ John Crozier
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
/s/ Charles M. Howell
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner

Third Bridge Agreement: Seib reported he had not heard from the Twin Falls County
commissioners regarding a draft of a joint agreement to establish a third crossing of the Snake
River Canyon.

Billie Applewhite was present, and the Board allowed her to address them with a concern. She
said she had not been able to obtain a personalized license plate as she had done in the past at the
Department of Motor Vehicles and that she also had to wait in line twice.
TIM LARSON––AIRPORTS REPORT
Airport Manager Tim Larson was present.
Report: Tim Larson reported new fuel prices at the Jerome Airport.
Jerome Airport Sign: Larson gave the Board two estimates from Lytle Signs for a new sign at
the Jerome Airport, one for $10,270, and one for $13,235. The Board questioned whether Jerome
20/20 was pursing a grant for a sign.
Fuel Pump Cover: Larson said a party had taken measurements for a fuel pump cover and was
working on design options.
Airport Leases: Larson reported he had sent a lease for Mark Doerr to Mike Seib for legal
review and that Ted Lingard had not yet signed his lease.
Jerome Airport Bylaws: Larson said he was creating new Jerome Airport bylaws because none
had been found.
Shed Demolition: Larson stated he had received two quotes for demolition of the green shed at
the Jerome Airport and was waiting for two more. He said some equipment would need to be
stored outside after the shed was removed.
Leadership Training Report: Larson said he was still studying Course 2 on leading effective
change in the leadership training offered by the National Association of Counties (NACo) and
that the course was helpful.
Airport Board Application (Tom Peters): Larson said he had sent the application from Tom
Peters to serve on the Airport Advisory Board to the current Board members.
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Commissioner Crouch asked about the reconstruction of the Jerome Airport runway, and Larson
said Airport Consultant Kent Atkin would attempt to move the beginning of construction toward
the first of May. Larson told the Board the project would take 30 to 45 days to complete.
KYLE CONDIE––FY 2020 OUTSIDE AUDIT REPORT
Present were Sheriff George Oppedyk, Assessor Mark Swenson, Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober,
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt,
Airport Manager Tim Larson, Juvenile Probation Administrator Mario Umana, and Chief Deputy
Clerk Tracee McKim. Also present was Kyle Condie of Condie Stoker & Brown Certified Public
Accountants.
Kyle Condie presented the Jerome County Basic Financial Statements and Selected Other
Financial Information for the year ended September 30, 2020. He called the Commissioners’
attentions to the management’s and the auditor’s responsibilities as well as the auditor’s opinions
on Page 1 of the audit. He said the report was a clean audit opinion.
Condie answered a question from Commissioner Crouch and then continued to review each page
of the audit with those present. He said he was happy to report that the accountants had not found
any material deficiencies required to disclose.
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall was present.
Condie answered questions from Commissioners Crouch and Howell.
Condie then addressed the Management Letter Comments. He said the auditing firm had noted
certain matters involving the internal control structure and its operation that are not considered to
be reportable conditions and then enumerated them.
Condie referred to matters with the reconciliations of cash and investment accounts and said they
had been corrected. He also said a redeemed investment had not been recorded properly, which
would have been rectified if reconciliations had been done.
Condie said it is vital that the County has controls in place to make sure that cash and investment
reconciliations are properly performed every month to avoid fraud and errors.
Regarding the County airports, Condie stated invoices had not been turned into the clerk’s office
timely, causing items to be recorded in the wrong budget year.
Condie noted that credit card reconciliations for the County Fair had been done only through
July 2020 at the time of the audit but had since been completed through the end of the fiscal year.
He also said that one small Fair expenditure did not have any supporting documentation and
recommended that all expenditures have documentation.
Commissioner Crouch asked about the changes in the Fair Fund balance, and Condie said the
balance was a transfer from the Fair Capital Fund.
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Commissioner Howell noted that the audit contained no recurring recommendations.
PUBLIC HEARING ––GRANT FOR TRUE WEST BEEF PROJECT (recorded)
Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober and Assessor Mark Swenson were present. Also present were Jay
Theiler, Agri Beef; Larry Hall, Jerome 20/20; and Adeanna Jenkins and Jeff McCurdy, both
representing Region IV Economic Development.
Grant for True West Beef Project: Jeff McCurdy explained that the public hearing was a
requirement of submitting a grant application to the Idaho Department of Commerce. He said the
grant would be through the Idaho Rural Community Investment Fund program to help True West
Beef with necessary electrical system upgrades of $1.3 million before locating in Jerome County.
McCurdy stated that $400,000 is still available from the Department of Commerce and that no
other applications had yet been received.
Commissioner Howell asked about the contract that would be required between the County and
True West Beef.
 Adopt Resolution 2021-17: A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to authorize
signing Resolution 2021-17 and to sign future grant application documents for the Rural
Community Investment Fund program. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
JEROME COUNTY
SIGN AND SUBMIT AUTHORIZATION
RESOLUTION # 2021-17
A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNTY COMMISSION FOR JEROME COUNTY, IDAHO, AUTHORIZING
SIGNATURE AND SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION TO THE IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF
COMMERCE FOR GRANT ASSISTANCE THROUGH THE RURAL COMMUNITY INVESTMENT
FUND PROGRAM TO FINANCE PARTIALLY THE CONSTRUCTION OF PUBLIC
INFRASTRUCTURE AND UTILITIES IN JEROME COUNTY, IDAHO.
WHEREAS, Jerome County understands the economic value of business development in the community and works
to support economic development and job creation opportunities throughout the County; and
WHEREAS, True West Beef LLC has committed to a significant investment by constructing a new food processing
plant in Jerome County and creating several new jobs; and
WHEREAS, True West Beef LLC’s new food processing facility will require significant electrical system
upgrades; and
WHEREAS, Jerome County has determined it is in the best interest of the community to assist with the electrical
system upgrades by seeking grant funding assistance; and
WHEREAS, these improvements will be owned, operated, and maintained by the Idaho Power Company, a utility
company regulated by the Idaho Public Utilities Commission; and
WHEREAS, Jerome County is seeking financial assistance from the Idaho Department of Commerce through the
Rural Community Investment Fund program to help finance a portion of the electrical system improvements needed
to service True West Beef LLC’s new processing facility.
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSION FOR JEROME
COUNTY, IDAHO, that the Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to sign and submit appropriate
application materials to the Idaho Department of Commerce for funds to finance partially infrastructure
improvements to support True West Beef LLC.
Adopted this 8th day of March 2021

/s/ A. Ben Crouch
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

ATTEST:
/s/ Jane White, deputy
Michelle Emerson, Clerk
(SEAL)

/s/ John Crozier
John Crozier, Commissioner
/s/ Charles M. Howell
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner

 Hire a Certified Grant Administrator: A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier
to hire Region IV Development to be the grant administrator for Resolution 2021-16. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
McCurdy introduced himself as the president and CEO of Region IV Development since
December of 2019. He said Region IV helps with regional planning to bring federal and state
funding back to counties. He added that the County’s annual dues of $2500 had not increased
since 2013.
DECISION––PROPERTY TAX ABATEMENT FOR HEMPITECTURE
Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober and Assessor Mark Swenson were present. Also present was
Connie Stopher, executive director of Southern Idaho Economic Development; and Mattie Mead,
Hempitecture, present by Zoom.
Connie Stopher told the Board that Gooding County had offered a tax abatement to Hempitecture
of 100 percent for the first two years of operation and then 80, 70, and 60 percent reductions,
respectively, for the next three years.
Tevian-Ekren Kober reported the estimated taxes on a $3.5 million investment would be
$43,073.98.
Commissioner Howell was in favor of granting tax exemptions, saying Hempitecture was a
unique project. Commissioner Crouch said he would like the County to receive some tax revenue
each of the five years that Hempitecture would be eligible for a tax exemption per Idaho Code
63-602NN, and he proposed 90, 90, 80, 70, and 60 percent tax reductions. Mattie Mead said his
business would be paying more in real estate costs in Jerome County and asked for 90, 90, 85,
75, and 65 percent reductions, which Stopher thought was a good incentive.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the application for
Hempitecture tax exemptions at 90, 90, 85, 75, and 65 percent annually for personal property
value, stipulating that all lawful requirements for handling, processing, and transporting a
potentially controlled substance be observed. It was seconded, followed by discussion, and
carried with unanimous ayes.
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Commissioner Crozier asked Mead to report to the Commissioners annually if he accepts the
offered tax exemptions.
3:58 P.M. – Commissioner Howell was excused.
VETERANS/GUARDIANS POSITION HOURS
The Board followed up from February 22 and March 1 considerations of increasing the
veterans/guardians position to 30 hours per week.
Veterans Service Officer/Community Guardians Coordinator Christine McGuire was present.
Commissioner Crouch asked if she could increase her part-time hours to 30 hours per week, and
she said she could. She followed up by telling the Commissioners the duties of the Guardians
coordinator.
 A decision on increasing the number of hours was delayed until a later date.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of March 1 as
read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve indigent matters as
recommended by staff. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Dismissed were Case
Nos. 1819-138; 1920-021; and 1920-001.
Meeting recessed at 4:15 P.M.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
John Crozier, Vice Chairman

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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