JEROME COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Monday, March 7, 2022
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported from a meeting of the planning committee for the South Central
Community Action Partnership Empty Bowls fundraiser. He said the event is scheduled for April
26 and that committee members had discussed raffle items, entertainment, food, and set-up
Commissioner Crozier had listened to a legislative review by the Idaho Association of Counties
(IAC) that highlighted certain pieces of pending legislation. He had researched more information
about using ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) funds and more knowledge regarding a LID
(Local Improvement District) petition submitted to the Commissioners. He said he had phoned
an attorney in Boise about using a LID as a funding source to subdivision roads. She had advised
to discover whether the roads were dedicated to the County or if they were private roads. She
also had indicated that, in her view, an LID could not be used to improve roads unless the
improvement resulted in bringing the roads up to County Highway District standards.
Commissioner Crozier had attended a meeting with Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
representatives for a cooperating agency update on the proposed Lava Ridge Project for windgenerated power on BLM land in an area in northeast Jerome County. He said most remarkable
was the presentation of four alternates by the BLM ranging from no action to varying degrees of
altered plans designed to reduce certain impacts to wildlife, grazing, and natural and man-made
features like Wilson Butte Cave and the Minidoka Relocation area. Commissioner Crozier
reported delays in finishing the scoping process and other factors had pushed back the release of
the draft of the BLM decision but that some preliminary decisions should be made in April, and
some in August.
Commissioner Howell reported from a SIRCOMM (emergency communications) meeting that
board members had left open the manager position for another ten days after interviewing three
applicants.
Commissioner Howell stated he and other local officials had met with a local representative from
the Idaho Department of Transportation about building a third bridge across the Snake River. He
said another study for the best location would take 18 months.
Commissioner Howell had also visited with the City of Jerome fire chief and ambulance
personnel about ambulance service and had given a radio interview.
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Commissioner Crouch had attended an Airport Advisory Board meeting; he said directors had
discussed grants and reimbursements and that the airports consultant would address them with
the Commissioners later in the day. He had also talked with the County clerk about airport fuel
figures and had visited with Gerald Brant about the transfer of the coroner position.
All three Commissioners and the County clerk had participated in a phone conference with
Seamus Dowdall from the National Association of Counties (NaCo) in Washington, DC, who
was able to give more definitive answers about the use of ARPA funds.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
Commissioner Crouch signed a Catering Permit for the Main Street Bar, Richfield, to be used
March 12, 2022, from noon to midnight at 402 DC Circle, Jerome.
The Board signed a leave request for Deserae Jones.
Commissioner Crouch reported that during the previous week he had authorized an unexpected
expense of $775 to move the former Jerome Airport sign.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
Commissioners signed claims for the March 1, 2022, to March 8, 2022, claim cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 4, 2022, with a grand total of
$498,682.28 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Justice, Health District,
Indigent, and Ambulance.
ANDREA WIESENMEYER––REQUEST FOR FAIR PICNIC TABLES AND BENCHES
Fair Manager Andrea Wiesenmeyer and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson were
present.
Andrea Wiesenmeyer requested that the County use the Fair-Capital budget line to purchase
picnic tables and benches for the Fairgrounds if the use of federal ARPA (American Rescue Plan
Act) funds would not be feasible in time for the August 2022 Fair. She told the Board it would
take four to six months to receive the furnishings.
Commissioner Howell said he believed that tables and benches would not be capital expenditures
and asked Wiesenmeyer about using the Fair budget. She answered that she was planning to use
its budget for electrical and water upgrades as well as parking lot improvements that would cost
$17,000.
Commissioner Crozier stated he had been researching the use of ARPA funds and that he would
be comfortable using them for Wiesenmeyer’s request. Michelle Emerson said she would need
some information in order to report the use of the funds.
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present.
Wiesenmeyer stated she believed that ARPA funds could also be used for replacing the
grandstands but that they would have to be torn down right after the 2022 Fair in order to have
them replaced for the 2023 Fair.
Emerson said if she had the information needed that the County could sign a claim to use the
ARPA funds.
Commissioner Crouch asked about donation funding and about the savings held by the Fair.
Wiesenmeyer said the savings were fiscally responsible funds in reserve for emergencies.
Commissioner Crozier said he was ready to make a motion to take funding for tables and
benches from ARPA funds, saying the expenditure would be $50,000 out of a $2.4 million grant
and the Fair would need to order the tables and benches soon.
Commissioner Crouch preferred to rank the Board’s priorities for the ARPA funds first, which
would be discussed that afternoon, to which Commissioner Howell agreed.
CONDIE STOKER AND ASSOCIATES––FY 2021 AUDIT REPORT
Present were Michelle Emerson, clerk; Tracee McKim, chief deputy clerk; Tim Larson, airport
manager; and Andrea Wiesenmeyer, fair manager. Also present was Vanessa Davis, auditor for
Condie Stoker & Brown, certified public accountants.
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As a partner in the Condie Stoker & Brown accountant firm, Vanessa Davis reviewed the Jerome
County basic financial statements and selected other financial information for the Fiscal Year
ending September 30, 2021.
Davis told the Commissioners that her firm had done a separate audit because the County had
spent more than $750,000 in federal funds; the audit found no reportable conditions. Davis stated
the firm’s opinion was that Jerome County had complied, in all material respects, with
compliance requirements that could have a direct and material effect on each of its major federal
programs.
She said, in the firm’s opinion, that the County financial statements presented fairly, in all
material respects, the respective financial position of the governmental activities, each major
fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information in conformity with accounting principles
generally accepted in the United States of America. She said it was a clean audit opinion.
Davis stated that a financial highlight of the past year was that the assets of Jerome County
exceeded its liabilities.
The Commissioners noted that the County has a balance to pay after refinancing the cost of
building a jail, which will be paid in two years.
Management letter comments noted that the County had not billed the Jerome Fire District for its
share of SIRCOMM fees nor Gooding County for its share of the law clerk cost. Tracee McKim
stated both entities had now been billed.
The comments also included a lack of reconciliation for several Fair accounts. Andrea
Wiesenmeyer explained that the Fair Board had passed resolutions reconciling the accounts but
that she did not know the resolutions were to be shared with the County auditor’s office.
Davis continued that the comments included an unrecorded item related to the Hazelton Runway
Project and the Airport Master Plan that should have been included in vouchers payable at fiscal
year-end. She recommended adopting procedures to help with the timely recording of invoices
from the Airport to the County to ensure that items are properly recorded in the correct period.
The comments also noted that the Fair Fund had overspent its salaries and wages budget and
overall budget.
Davis recommended from the comment letter that the sheriff’s office remits funds daily to the
County treasurer, rather than once a month, and tracked by invoice, with other counties billed
regularly for their jail bed space. Tracee McKim said the auditor’s office currently cannot tell
from where the sheriff funds are generated.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present were Tanya Stitt, emergency management director and Kirsten Howard, coordinator,
respectively; and Tracee McKim, chief deputy clerk. Present by speakerphone were Brenda
Mason, South Central Public Health District; and Mike Williams, City of Jerome Administrator.
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Brenda Mason reported coronavirus cases in Jerome County from February 20 to March 5 had
increased from 28 in 2021 to 442 in 2022. Within the eight-county Health District, the numbers
had increased from 225 to 3,530. February deaths due to the virus totaled 3 in Jerome County
and 22 in the Health District.
Mason stated that the positivity rate for Jerome County was 6.7 percent as of February 26, which
represented a huge decline and a trend in the right direction.
Mason said 48 percent of Jerome County residents were fully vaccinated against the virus and
that hospital capacity risk was in the minimal or moderate category.
ANGELA BLACK AND ART WATKINS––CITY OF HAZELTON NEEDS
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim were present.
Also present was Angela Black, City of Hazelton clerk.
City of Hazelton Needs: Angela Black responded to a letter the Commissioners had sent in
November inquiring of specific projects for the City of Hazelton that the County could possibly
help with from ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) funds.
Black said that Hazelton needed fiber optic lines for outlying areas and funds for City streets and
sidewalks. She also said Hazelton needed sewer lift stations and was using the City ARPA
money toward them. Also on the list she gave the Commissioners was a doctor’s office and a
Recreation/Senior Citizen Center.
 The Commissioners were to discuss their priorities from ARPA funding that afternoon.
Property Transfer: Black referred to a letter the Commissioners had written to the City of
Hazelton in 2018 asking if the City had any interest in receiving a vacant land parcel that had
been deeded to the County. She said a Hazelton resident had fenced the property but that he had
not returned her phone calls.
 The Board asked Black to send the resident a letter regarding the property and said that it
would send out the County code enforcement officer to speak with the resident.
Landfill Waiver Request: The deputy clerk gave Black a list of approved solid waste fee
waivers for 2022 that included two semi-annual Hazelton clean-ups, excluding tires.
KENT ATKIN––AIRPORT UPDATE
Airport Manager Tim Larson, Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, and Chief Deputy
Clerk Tracee McKim were present. Also present was Kent Atkin, JUB Engineers airports
consultant.
Update: Kent Atkin reported that JUB Engineers had completed the forecast for an updated
Master Plan for the Jerome Airport, with the help of Precision Aviation and Agri Beef. He said
the Airport definitely needs 1500 more feet on its runway to attract larger aircraft, which would
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require an overlay establishing a Runway Protection Zone (RPZ). Atkin said there would be a
public meeting in April to present airport alternatives.
Hazelton Grant Application: Atkin questioned whether the County would have the ability for a
$140,000 grant match for a parallel taxiway project at the Hazelton Airport during the summer of
2022. He explained that currently the Airport does not have a paved taxiway, just a new runway.
Commissioner Crouch asked about the necessity of the project. Atkin said pilots can function
without a paved taxiway but that there is a safety component because of sight restrictions. The
Commissioners determined to apply for the grant.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to pursue the $280,000 grant at the
Hazelton Airport for a parallel taxiway to complement the new runway. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
Additional Funding: Atkin told the Board of more funding available from the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), with five to ten percent matches. He advised to pool the money to use for
infrastructure and rehabilitation projects in 2023. Meanwhile, he said he would prepare a Capital
Improvement Plan (CIP) to submit to the FAA. Commissioner Crouch asked Atkin to find out if
a new shop at the Jerome Airport could be part of the CIP.
McKim was excused.

Social Services Director Kim Drury was present to explain about a lien release request involving
a reverse mortgage.
Meeting recessed at 12:10 P.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:20 P.M.
MARK SWENSON––TAX CANCELLATIONS
Assessor Mark Swenson and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson present.
Mark Swenson presented two requests to cancel taxes because his office had not applied
homeowner exemptions. He said the second half of taxes owed for 2021 could be reduced to
compensate for the lack of homeowner exemptions in both instances.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the Notice of Cancellation for
Donna McMillan because the homeowners exemption was applied for but not exercised. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the Notice of Cancellation for
Ramiro Guzman, Parcel No. RPJ1310001001B. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
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Swenson said he would conduct an internal review to discover why some homeowner
exemptions have not been applied.

EXPENDITURE DECISION FROM ARPA FUNDS
The Commissioners discussed their previous January 31 list of possible expenditures of
approximately $2.4 million in federal funds received from the American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA), deleting some projects, and adding others.
Commissioner Crozier suggested spending the $2.4 million on endeavors that would not require
long-term planning, in anticipation of another $2.4 million grant in another two years.
The final list of ideas was as follows.
 Purchase grandstands for the Fairgrounds
 Vacate the jail space in the Courthouse ($55,000)
 Complete the final jail pod ($1,000,000)
 Improve the well at Wilson Lake ($54,200)
 Contribute to the broken bridge project at Yingst Grade ($200,000)
 Move monuments to a central location in the Jerome veterans park ($10,000)
 Contribute to Eden and Hazelton water and sewer upgrades
 Hire IT employee ($200,000 over five years)
 Build a new park in Jerome
 Provide broadband for the jail, cities, and county
 Run water and sewer to the Jerome Airport
 Build a Senior/Recreation Center in Eden ($1,000,000)
 Provide hazard pay for County qualified COVID expenses
 Contribute to Hazelton street upgrades and sidewalks
 Hire human resources personnel
Following discussion, the Board decided to contribute $26,000 from the ARPA funds toward the
purchase of tables and benches at the Fairgrounds. They also said a coroner office would be built
with CARES Act (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security) funds.
Taken off the Commissioners’ previous list of possible projects were the new Jerome Airport
sign and property expansion, Fair water and electrical upgrades, lighted stop signs, new
Courthouse windows, and camping sites in the Snake River Canyons Park.
TRACY RAINES––VETERANS/GUARDIANS REPORT
Tracy Raines was present as the County veterans service officer and coordinator for the Board of
Community Guardians.
Veterans: Tracy Raines said he had continued to help veterans obtain 100 percent disability
letters in order to apply for circuit breaker exemptions on their property taxes before April 15.
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 Raines said he would consult County IT management about his ability to post on the
veterans portion of the County website.
Raines said he had taken another box of food from the Food Pantry for a person living in a
camper near Hazelton.
Board of Community Guardians: Raines said he still had not been able to consult Will Ritter
with the Interfaith Association about possible volunteers for the Guardians board, which is
unable to meet until it has three more members.
 Commissioner Crouch asked that Raines submit an article about the Board of Community
Guardians to the North Side Journal.
GEORGE DEMICK––REGION IV DEVELOPMENT UPDATE
George Demick was not present, and the Board had heard no communication from him.
PATRICK GALLOWAY––LOCAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT PETITION
Attorney Mike Seib and Chief Deputy Treasurer Nina Lagle were present.
Also present were Patrick Galloway, attorney for the Sawtooth Acres Homeowners Association
(HOA); Danny Harkins, Association president; Scott Bybee, Bybee Engineering; and Charles
Perkins, Veronica Xander, Brian Walker, and Linda Baker, all Sawtooth Acres homeowners.
Patrick Galloway followed up from addressing the Board on February 7 about an LID (Local
Improvement District) petition that had been submitted to the Board in September of 2021,
encouraging the Commissioners to move forward with the petition.
Galloway said homeowners in the Sawtooth Acres Subdivision and their association had been
working for years to understand their options to improve the roads in the subdivision. He then
reviewed information he had previously told the Commissioners. He said the LID petition
requested would leave the roads in private ownership but that the County could enter an
agreement with the homeowners association that it would cover ongoing maintenance and
replacement of the roads.
Galloway reminded the Board that the homeowner association had given the Commissioners
written examples of LIDs formed in a county and cities in Idaho. He said that there would be a
substantial difference between bringing the roads up to highway district standards and the
amount the LID is requesting. He added that if the LID was denied, the residences would be less
accessible to police and fire protection and have lower property values.
Charles Perkins referred to the entities that had improved roads with LIDs and hoped that the
paperwork would make the Commissioners more comfortable with approving the LID.
Commissioner Howell asked about a contract to protect the County’s interest in an LID.
Galloway said one would not be required but that it would oblige the HOA to maintain the roads
after the LID expires.
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Commissioner Howell also asked who guarantees the bond, and Galloway said there is a State
guarantee and that the LID becomes a lien against the lot, paid with the owner’s property taxes.
Galloway explained that the assessment for the lien would be a line item on a homeowner’s
property tax bill and would not obligate the owner to pay the entire lien when selling the
property.
Another homeowner explained how a superior lien would work. He said there would be no
guarantee the highway department would assume maintenance of the roads but that the roads
would be built to good engineering standards with the proposed LID.
Scott Bybee said his firm had engineered roads for six or seven LIDs and had spent much time
with contractors discovering that the current roads varied from no road base to three inches, with
poor drainage and curves and angles that cause trucks to damage the roadway.
Bybee estimated at least $150 a foot to rebuild the subdivision roads; he said a contractor had
offered to do the project for $16 a foot but had not responded with a bid.
Commissioner Crozier asked if it would be impossible to bring the roads to highway district
standards; Bybee said it could be done but that the width required would be very expensive,
estimating that it would cost $800,000 to $900,000 more. The Commissioners expressed a
concern if the LID was the right funding mechanism to improve the roads.
Linda Baker said the highway district had told the homeowners association eight years ago that it
would cost over $4 million for it to assume maintenance of the roads.
Commissioner Crouch asked who administers the LID funds. The homeowners said the
Commissioners appoint a committee.
Mike Seib questioned whether two-thirds of the homeowners are still in favor of the LID
petition. The homeowners believed more than two-thirds remained in favor, with only about 1517 households objecting and 90 approving.
Baker, Perkins, and Brian Walker asked for a joint explanation from both attorneys explaining
the liens before the Commissioners hold a public hearing on the LID petition.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
LID: Mike Seib advised that the Commissioners had withdrawn the LID petition and had asked
for a new one to make sure that two-thirds of the homeowners still support the petition.
Seib stated that the HOA should write the letter explaining the liens to the homeowners, with a
statement that the Commissioners agree with the letter.
 It was determined that Seib would write a letter to the homeowners association asking it
to compose an explanation letter to the homeowners.
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ATV Rentals: Following up from a question from Adam Stockberger on February 7, Seib stated
that the County does not have an ordinance against renting recreation equipment from a trailer
and advised that Stockberger consult the Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board.
Coroner Appointment: Seib said he would review State code regarding a county coroner
holding a mortician’s license.
COVID Resolution: The Board was still in need of a modification of the County’s resolution
regarding pay for employees affected by COVID (the coronavirus) in order to follow the Center
for disease Control (CDC) guidelines of five days of isolation followed by five days of wearing a
mask.
Ordinance for Closing Yingst Grade: Seib was to reintroduce to the Board an ordinance for
closing Yingst Grade during nighttime hours.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve indigent matters as presented
by staff. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Denied was Case No. 2122-030.
 4:55 P.M. - A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to go into executive session per
Idaho Code 74-206(1)(b), personnel. It was seconded and carried with a unanimous roll call vote.
5:10 P.M. – Return to open session.
Meeting adjourned at 5:10 P.M.
Respectively submitted:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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