JEROME COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Monday, February 28, 2022
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported from meetings he had attended within the previous two weeks as
follows.
 County Urban Renewal (UR) Agency: reports given on Crossroads Point and
Northbridge Junction UR districts; elected Marsha Martin as chairman, Steven Huetig
vice chairman, and Wendy Robbins as secretary/treasurer; and reviewed financials.
 Presentation from a representative of the National Association of Counties on the use of
ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) funds.
 Two legislative reviews from the Idaho Association of Counties, including public
defense, property tax relief, monument naming and re-naming, work force housing, cyber
security records, costs relating to behavioral health care, and county leases for
courthouses and jails.
 Retirement party for retiring Jerome City Police Chief Dan Hall.
 Met with the fair manager and board chairman about “strategic spending” for the Fair.
 Extended conversation with a member of the Sawtooth Acres Subdivision about the
petition submitted for a Local Improvement District (LID) to improve the roads in the
subdivision.
 Crisis Center Board meeting: financials reviewed, grant reports, and plans to review other
crisis center operations.
 Researched the use of ARPA funds, including attempts to contact the Eide Bailly law
firm and Gooding County that had used the funds for new fair bleachers.
 Attended a round table discussion and a movie, “Alternative Facts,” hosted by the
Friends of Minidoka regarding the relocation camp for Japanese Americans during World
War II.
Commissioners Crozier and Howell had attended an open house honoring Con Paulos and the
100th anniversary of the Paulos family’s involvement in the automobile industry; Con Paulos was
to donate $100,000 to build a Boys and Girls Club in Jerome and also to fund 100 acts of
kindness in the community throughout the year; he is also recruiting for a new animal shelter in
Jerome; many influential state, county, and city officials were present.
Commissioners Crozier and Howell had also attended a meeting of the Jerome Chamber of
Commerce along with City of Jerome officials, where members discussed following the bylaws
and the effects doing so have on the board and the members.
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Commissioner Howell told the Board he had attended in an EMS (Emergency Medical Services)
meeting in which participants had discussed prioritizing calls with SIRCOMM (emergency
communications) and possibly adding a chase vehicle to free an ambulance.
Commissioner Howell had also participated in a Southern Idaho Economic Development (SIED)
executive board meeting. He said the REDS (Rural Economic Development Services) program
would separate from SIED and was studying three options to continue. Commissioner Howell
said SIED would return to job and business recruitment only.
Commissioner Howell had also attended a retirement recognition for Lyle Hansen, former chair
and extension educator for the University of Idaho extension office in Jerome.
Commissioner Howell had consulted with architects and engineers about cost estimates for a
new meeting room in the SIRCOMM (emergency communications) building.
Commissioner Crouch had been present at a meeting of the Jerome Cemetery Board. He reported
that an ICRMP insurance agent had given a presentation inviting the Cemetery to join ICRMP
for liability insurance. He also said the secretary position for the Cemetery Board is open.
COURTHOUSE BASEMENT EXCESS PROPERTY
The Commissioners followed up from February 14 when they offered employees items in the
Courthouse basement for their offices until February 28. They determined that employees could
now have the items (except for the stove, refrigerator, safe/cabinet, and exercise equipment) for
their personal use if they contact the Commissioners to obtain a reasonable price.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to offer employees any items in the
Courthouse basement work-out room for their personal use, except for the safe, the stove, the
refrigerator, and the exercise equipment, with the cost to be determined by the Commissioners. It
was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Board approved Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Nancy Marshall, Tracy
Raines, Tanya Stitt, and Mario Umana for the February 13, 2022, through February 26, 2022,
payroll period.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed leave requests for Nancy Marshall, Deserae Jones, and Nancy Marshall.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
Commissioners signed claims for the February 15, 2022, to February 28, 2022, claim cycle as
follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated February 24, 2022, for the Indigent Fund,
with a grand total of $2,243.62.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated February 25, 2022, with a grand total of
$35,256.71 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, Election Consolidation,
and Revaluation.
JAMI WALTER––HOMEOWNER EXEMPTION
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson and Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober were present.
Also present were Jami and Vincent Walter.
Tevian Ekren-Kober followed up from February 14 with the amount that the Walters had
overpaid in property taxes because a homeowner exemption had not been applied.
Vincent Walter requested a refund of the property taxes that he should not have paid. He
explained that when his taxes kept increasing after 2015, he refinanced his house and the title
company discovered the absence of a homeowner exemption.
Commissioner Crouch believed an overcharge should result in a refund.
Michelle Emerson advised the Board that the County budget has a line item for refunds.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to refund $5,831.55 to Jami and Vincent
Walter due to a clerical error in the assessor’s office. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
Emerson explained to the Walters that after the meeting minutes are approved at a regular
Commissioner meeting that the Commissioners would sign a claim to send a refund to the
Walters.

Commissioner Crouch called for an executive session regarding personnel.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
 9:50 A.M. – A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to go into executive session per
Idaho Code 74-206(1)(b). It was seconded and carried with a unanimous roll call vote.
10:01 A.M. – Return to open session.
BILL BRIDGES––SNAKE RIVER CANYONS PARK UPDATE
Bill Bridges, chairman of the Snake River Canyons Managing Board; and Larry Hall, executive
director of Jerome 20/20, were present.
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Board Appointments: Bill Bridges reported that he would propose two new board members, in
addition to Mike Zobot whom he mentioned to the Commissioners previously, to the Park Board
at its next meeting. He said that, according to the bylaws, Melissa Barry would be resigning
because she had not been able to attend board meetings for seven months.
Update: Bridges told the Board that the County right-of-way for Yingst Grade had expired in
July of 2020. Commissioner Howell said the right-of-way allows the County to make decisions
for that land.
 Bridges said he would contact the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) about renewing
the right-of-way.
Bridges asked the Board about County funding of $300,000 for the broken bridge project and
$250,000 to contribute to an overlook of Shoshone Falls from the north side of the Snake River.
Commissioner Howell said the Commissioners are considering funding both projects from
federal ARPA money received by the County.
Larry Hall complimented Bridges as a great chairman for the Park Board. He said he would
approach the Park Board about project funding.
Bridges suggested an evening fireside chat with the tribes about Park areas they would like
because of historical significance. He questioned the land conveyance requested of the BLM, and
Commissioner Crouch said the County had requested a conveyance from the federal government
but also another 25-year lease from the BLM.
Bridges asked about establishing a trail at the Hansen Bridge and two small pieces of Park
property there. Commissioner Howell said a goal had been to establish a fishing pond and a
riparian tour. Bridges also reported that some Park board members want to designate nonmotorized trails, and others desire that ATVs can travel on all trails. He said he was still working
with the Idaho Transportation Department to erect Park signs.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present were Tanya Stitt, County emergency management director and Kirsten Howard,
coordinator; Linda Montgomery, Health Board; and Brenda Mason, South Central Public Health
District.
Brenda Mason gave statistics of coronavirus cases within Jerome County and within the eightcounty Health District from February 1-25. She said the County had 469 reported cases,
compared to 74 in 2021, and the Health District reported 4,098 cases, compared to 697 in the
previous year. She added that there were 26 deaths within the District during that time period.
Mason reported 48 percent of Jerome County residents are vaccinated and that area hospitals
have patient availability.
CY LOOTENS––COMPUTER PURCHASE
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Deputy Clerk Cy Lootens was present.
Cy Lootens presented a quote from Computer Arts for a laptop computer needed by the Valley
School resource officer.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the purchase of a computer
through Computer Arts for the Valley School District for the price of $1,716.12. It was
seconded, followed by discussion that the Board expects to be reimbursed by Valley School
District, and carried with unanimous ayes.
10:57 A.M. – Commissioner Crozier was excused to attend a funeral.
MARIO UMANA––JUVENILE PROBATION REPORT
Juvenile Probation Officer Mario Umana was present.
Mario Umana presented written juvenile probation statistics from January 31, 2022, through
February 27, 2022, which showed 65 juveniles on probation (11 new cases and 4 closed cases)
and $1,065 in fees paid.
Umana told the Board he would review the Mini-Cassia juvenile probation department, as his
office had been reviewed a few months previously. He reported the Rule of 80 (allowing an
earlier retirement for probation officers) was gaining some momentum in the State Legislature.
DESERAE JONES––MISDEMEANOR PROBATION REPORT
Deserae Jones could not be present due to a temporary lack of staffing in her office, but she
submitted a written report of misdemeanor probation statistics during January 2022.
The report included 386 adults on probation; 209 active warrants; 29 new cases; 6 closed cases;
90 unsupervised cases; 110 adults in court compliance, 11 in DUI Court; and 10 in Domestic
Violence Court. A total of $7,087 in fees had been collected.
The report also stated that Andrea Gonzalez had accepted the position of probation officer and
that Jones would be interviewing applicants for secretary to fill Gonzalez’s former position.
Meeting recessed at 11:59 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:22 P.M. with Commissioners Crouch and Crozier present. Commissioner
Howell was excused to attend a SIRCOMM (emergency communications) meeting.
GARY TAYLOR––LAW ENFORCEMENT CONTRACT
Chief Deputy Sheriff Gary Taylor and Deputy Sheriff Matt West were present.
Contract with the City of Eden: Deputy Taylor said he had given a contract for the sheriff’s
department to provide law enforcement to the City of Eden to the County’s legal counsel. He
said the contract would be the same as the one with the City of Hazelton except the sheriff
department would be providing half as much patrolling.
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Deputy Taylor stated the sheriff’s department may need to add an additional deputy in the next
fiscal year.
Parks and Recreation Agreement: Deputy Taylor presented an agreement from the Idaho
Department of Parks and Recreation for the Department to provide a grant to the County not to
exceed $4,846 to the County to help with boating safety.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to sign the Agreement Between Idaho
Department of Parks and Recreation and Jerome County to provide assistance to help accomplish
the State of Idaho Parks and Recreation boating safety program. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
TANYA STITT––EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT REPORT
Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt was present.
Tanya Stitt followed up on the surplus items in the Courthouse basement. The Commissioners
said they had determined they had given employees time to take any of the items for their offices
and that they would offer them for personal use before they would be destroyed.
Commissioner Crouch stated employees could ask the Commissioners what would be a fair price
for them to pay for surplus items valued under $250.
Stitt gave details from her written monthly report, including an upcoming active shooter class
and an emergency manager workshop. She said she had met with the Idaho Transportation
Department about concerns for the I-84 exit expansion project. She stated she was starting to
receive hazmat reports on chemicals housed in local businesses.
Stitt provided e-mails from the Idaho Office of Emergency Management regarding cyber
security. She said she had ordered all the radios planned for from State grants. She added that
maintenance on five County generators would be complete by the end of the week, including the
airport generator that needs a more detailed checkup and replacement of hoses and other items.
TIM LARSON––AIRPORTS REPORT
Airports Manager Tim Larson was present. Also present was Mike Dahmer.
Report: Tim Larson reported the new sign for the Jerome Airport was completed by Lytle Signs
and should be installed that week. He said he was making progress in moving the piles of snow
at the Airport.
 After Larson gave the current fuel prices at the Airport, Commissioner Crouch asked that
he provide a written report of fuel sales each time he meets with the Commissioners.
Loader Repair: Larson told the Board the loader needed extensive repair that would require an
additional $3,000.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to authorize the repair of the loader, up to
$3,000, repairing the housing, the fuel pump, and the injector pump. It was seconded and carried
with unanimous ayes.
Dump Truck Repair: Larson said the dump truck was back in service.
Apron Estimates: Larson stated that Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson was obtaining
costs for all three options to upgrade the apron at the Jerome Airport.
FBO Policy: Larson said the Airport Advisory Board would receive guidelines for the Jerome
Airport FBO (Fixed Business Operation).
Living Quarters: According to Larson, a party was still living at the Jerome Airport.
Weed Spraying: Larson provided a quote for weed spraying at the Jerome Airport.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the cost of $3,858.91 for weed
spraying on the Jerome Airport by Thrifty Lawn and Garden. It was seconded, followed by
discussion that spraying would include all the fence lines, perimeters, and next to the runway.
TRACY RAINES––VETERANS/GUARDIANS REPORT
Tracy Raines, as veterans service officer and Board of Community Guardians coordinator, was
present. Also present was Mike Dahmer.
Tri-county Board of Community Guardians: Tracy Raines reported he had not been able to
talk with Will Ritter with the Jerome Interfaith Association as a possible resource for volunteers
to serve on the Board of Community Guardians. He said the guardians board could not meet until
it had three more members.
Veterans Service Officer: Raines said he had helped some veterans to obtain 100 percent
disability letters from the Veterans Administration so they could apply for circuit breaker
exemptions on their property taxes.
Raines had helped several veterans as well as a widow regarding benefits following the death of
her husband.
Raines brought his laptop to show the Commissioners a program he was developing to track
veteran information.
Commissioner Howell was present.
CORONER APPLICATION INTERVIEWS
Present were Dan Chatterton and Jason Robertson, both applicants for the coroner position. Also
present were Mark Swenson, chairman of the Jerome County Republican Central Committee;
George Oppedyk, sheriff; Gary Taylor, chief deputy sheriff; Chad Kingsland, deputy sheriff;
Betty Bennett, and Mike Dahmer.
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Dan Chatterton told the Commissioners he had 27 years of law enforcement experience and had
investigated many deaths. He said he believed he had some beneficial skill sets to serve as
coroner.
Chatterton answered questions from Commissioners Crouch and Howell. He said serving in the
coroner position would be much different from being a police officer and a transition to full
retirement.
Jason Robertson told the Board he had worked with two County coroners and had a good
relationship with the Ada County coroner. He said his father had owned a funeral home.
Robertson stated that as a coroner, he would be sensitive and careful of situations. He also said
he is familiar with a computer registration system, which is used by a coroner.
Commissioners Crouch and Howell asked Robertson questions, and he said he has an advantage
of having a doctor in his household.
Mark Swenson reminded both candidates that the coroner position is up for election and that
declaration of candidacy began that day and would run through March 11.
Each Commissioner gave reasons for whom they preferred to appoint.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to appoint Jason Robertson to fulfill
Gerald Brant’s term as coroner, effective March 1. It was seconded, followed by discussion for
both candidates to apply to run for office. It carried with Commissioners Howell and Crozier
voting aye and Commissioner Crouch voting nay.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to amend the agenda to swear in the newly
appointed coroner. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
SWEARING IN OF NEW CORONER
Commissioner Crouch administered the oath of office to Jason Robertson, who also signed the
oath.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
It was not necessary to meet with the Board’s legal counsel.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the minutes of January 31,
February 7, and February 14 as read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Approved was Case No.
M022-002. Denied was Case No. 2122-024; dismissed were Case Nos. 2021-067 and 2122-016.
Meeting adjourned at 4:32 P.M.
Respectively submitted:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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