JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, February 22, 2021
PRESENT: John Crozier, Commissioner
Ben Crouch, Chairman, by speakerphone
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:03 A.M.
Commissioner Howell was on vacation.
Commissioner Crouch asked that Commissioner Crozier conduct the meeting.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier had attended meetings of the Fair Board and the Tri-county Board of
Community Guardians as well as a South Central Community Action Partnership board training
meeting. He had also heard an audit report at an Urban Renewal Agency meeting.
Commissioner Crouch reported he had attended Jerome Chamber of Commerce meetings of the
executive board and the general membership where directors had not changed their minds from
holding their annual banquet and fundraiser at a Twin Falls venue even though members of the
general board were in opposition.
Commissioner Crouch had received responses from representatives of both Lombard Conrad
Architects and Starr Corporation regarding his displeasure in needed changes not completed in
the new jail pod.
Both Commissioners Crozier and Crouch had attended a Jerome 20/20 annual meeting, a
conference call with Governor Little, an update from the Idaho Association of Counties, and a
meeting about Idaho Power’s involvement in the proposed northside overlook of Shoshone Falls
in the Snake River Canyons Park.
AMEND JANUARY 11 MINUTES
The Commissioners determined that the January 11 minutes should stand uncorrected.
VETERANS/GUARDIANS POSITION
The Commissioners discussed the veterans service officer and Board of Community Guardians
coordinator position and were in favor of making a special exception to allow full benefits while
the position is part time, in anticipation of the growth of Jerome County and the expansion of the
new Guardians program.
 They determined to make a final decision when the full Board could be present.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
The Board signed claims for the February 9, 2021, to February 23, 2021, claim cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated February 19, 2021, for the Justice Fund, with
a grand total of $41,306.97.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated February 19, 2021, for the Indigent Fund,
with a grand total of $4,780.04.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated February 19, 2021, with a grand total of
$116,720.92 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, Health District,
Revaluation, and Court Bond Trust.
INTRODUCTORY PAY RAISES
The Board discussed granting pay raises to two employees it supervises, who were hired August
3, 2020, and had completed their 120-day introductory periods.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to authorize introductory pay raises of
three percent for Eric Kranzler and Christine McGuire. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
Commissioner Crozier reported a citizens group would be meeting that week about a proposed
Lava Ridge Wind Project.
The Board authorized Commissioner Crozier to draft a letter of support from the Commissioners
to receive a grant for “Promise Partnership Aligning Action for Jerome,” which is a partner of
the Jerome school district.
The Board signed a Direct Deposit Detail with a grand total of $148,268.42 and a Payroll Claims
Approval By Fund with a grand total of $318,535.87, both dated February 18, 2021, for the
January 31, 2021, through February 13, 2021, claim cycle.
TANYA STITT––EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT REPORT
Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt was present.
Tanya Stitt reported processing was finalized for a CARES Act funding request and that funds
were currently in the County general fund.
 She requested a future meeting with the Commissioners and the County clerk about use
of the funds.
Stitt addressed other topics from her written report, including receipt of Emergency Management
Performance Grant (EMPG) funds. She said a supplemental EMPG competitive grant application
window is open that would require a 50 percent match from the County.
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Stitt said her office is continuing to offer aid to local schools and other facilities/responders as
requested and is researching further use of grant money to help schools with extra security
measures.
Stitt said she would like to give her office coordinator more responsibilities, beginning with
leading Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) meetings, with her present to guide, to
which the Board agreed.
Stitt said she would be meeting with regional emergency managers to discuss the local role in
participating in Cascadia Rising (an earthquake exercise scheduled for June 2022).
BRENT CULBERTSON––COSTS FOR UPGRADING THE MESSERSMITH BUILDING
Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson was present.
Brent Culbertson presented cost estimates for improvements to the Messersmith Building at the
Fairgrounds, as requested by the Board on February 8. They totaled $21,000 for both rooms in
the building as well as new outside doors.
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present.
Michelle Emerson recommended splitting the costs between the County budget and the amount
allotted to the Fair.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present by speakerphone were Commissioner Crouch, Jerome City Administrator Mike
Williams, and Jerome School Superintendent Dale Layne as well as Josh Jensen and Linda
Montgomery, representing the Health District.
Josh Jensen stated the positivity rate of coronavirus cases in Jerome County was continuing on a
downward trend and that the number of cases within the Health District was significantly lower.
He said the County was still in the yellow, or moderate risk, category for contracting the virus
and added that hospital capacity is normal.
Jensen said three percent of Jerome County residents have completed the vaccination series and
that he expected the supply of vaccine to increase, with the Johnson & Johnson one-dose vaccine
possibly available by mid-March.
In answer to Commissioner Crozier’s question, Jensen said he believed the vaccination would be
effective against variants of the coronavirus but that there was no proof of it yet.
Mike Williams asked about the Governor moving the State to Stage 4 of Idaho Rebounds. Jensen
said he was not party to that information but expected caution because of the variant strain
surfacing in Idaho.
Linda Montgomery asked if antibiotics would alter the effectiveness of the vaccine, and Jensen
said they would have no impact.
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Jensen warned to stay diligent in taking precautions to help prevent the spread of the virus.
DESERAE JONES––MISDEMEANOR PROBATION REPORT
Misdemeanor Probation Officer Deserae Jones was present.
Deserae Jones read from written January statistics from her office, which included 316 adults on
probation and $5,257 in fees collected.
Jones said she had participated in a Zoom meeting with court officials about probation practices.
She invited the Commissioners to attend a DUI Court graduation on March 4 at 7:30 A.M. to see
those who had successfully completed a year-long course regarding driving under the influence
of alcohol or drugs.
MARIO UMANA AND RENEE WAITE––JUVENILE JUSTICE ANNUAL 2020 REPORT
Juvenile Probation Administrator Mario Umana was present. Also present was Renee Waite,
Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections District 5 Liaison.
Mario Umana presented his office statistics from January 25 through February 21, which
included 74 juveniles on probation and a total of $988.10 in fees paid.
Renee Waite presented 2020 annual juvenile justice reports for both Jerome County and District
5, reviewing ten pages of bar graphs with the Commissioners.
Waite said the State department likes to see an increase in the number of juveniles diverted from
the court system because many juveniles self-correct when confronted with the probation
department. She reported that the 2020 diversion success rate was 92 percent in Jerome County
and 87 percent within the District. She added that if a juvenile is not incarcerated but participates
in the diversion program that his or her family also gets treatment; she said the graphs show that
the local recidivism rate is lower than nationally.
Waite concluded that juvenile probation is trending in the right direction. She said the State
Department is participating in trainings for cooperation among the Supreme Court, local
prosecutors, and local probation departments. She also said that Governor Little has developed a
behavioral health committee.
Waite reported that the Department had reviewed all county juvenile probation offices and that
the Commissioners would receive the report from Umana’s office.
Meeting recessed at 11:30 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:45 P.M. with Commissioner Crozier present and Commissioner Crouch
present by speakerphone.
SNAKE RIVER CANYONS REPORT FROM MIKE TYLKA
The Commissioners read a written report from Mike Tylka as the chairman of the Snake River
Canyons Park Managing Board because he was vacationing in Arizona.
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Mike Tylka questioned the source of funding and maintenance for a camping area in the Park if a
grant is received for that area. He also included in his report an l1-point rebuttal letter to the
National Guard objecting to its use of the 600 South Road as a secondary entry point to its
proposed site on Highway 93.
Tylka wrote that the Park Board directors had requested that the County consult the Bureau of
Land Management to extend its current lease of Park land.
CARLY JOHANSEN––HARDSHIP EXEMPTION
This item was not addressed because a hardship exemption application had not been received by
Carly Johansen.
TIM LARSON––AIRPORTS REPORT
Airports Manager Tim Larson was present.
Report: Tim Larson reported on the fuel prices at the Jerome Airport. He also said he had sent
the grant notice to proceed with Jerome Airport runway reconstruction to the Federal Aviation
Administration for approval.
Jerome Airport Sign: Larson said he did not have an update on a grant application for a new
Jerome Airport sign but that he would ask Larry Hall about it.
Hazelton Airport Signs: Larson presented options from two companies for signs prohibiting
dumping at the Hazelton Airport. The Commissioners determined to use Roadwork Ahead for
two signs citing no illegally dumping trash, per Idaho Statute 18-7031.
Hangar Leases: Larson said he was preparing Jerome Airport lot leases for Mark Doerr and Ted
Lingard to refer for legal review.
Chain Link Fencing: Larson did not have an update on including chain link fencing at the
Jerome Airport in another project.
Fuel Pump Covers: Larson said he was waiting for an estimate for fuel pump covers.
Bylaws: Larson informed the Board he had researched bylaws of other airports and that he
would compose some for the Jerome Airport if current ones could not be found.
Demolition of Green Shed: Larson said four companies had expressed interest in bidding for
the demolition of the green shed at the Jerome Airport. Commissioner Crozier asked if it could
be dismantled before millings from the runway were available, and Larson believed it could be.
Leadership Training Report: Larson reported that he had learned about leading effective
change in the leadership training he was taking through the National Association of Counties. He
said he had learned the importance of listening, learning, being empathetic, and understanding
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the why behind changes. Larson told the Board that eight steps to successful change had been
included in the training and that a breakout group of enrollees had formulated its own steps.
In answer to Commissioner Crouch’s question, Larson said he had collected all 2021 lease
payments.
CY LOOTENS––RESOLUTION FOR DESTRUCTION OF BALLOTS
Deputy Clerk/Elections Specialist Cy Lootens and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson
were present.
Cy Lootens informed the Board of State statute regarding the destruction of County records. He
said unvoted ballots must be saved for 90 days; old poll books, for five years; and voted ballots,
for two years.
He then presented a resolution to destroy qualifying records.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve Resolution 2021-1 for the
destruction of aged election records. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
RESOLUTION NO. 2021-1
AUDITOR’S OFFICE-DESTRUCTION OF ELECTION RECORDS
WHEREAS, The Jerome County Commissioners having received a request from County Clerk Michelle
Emerson to destroy certain records pursuant to Idaho Code 31-871; and
WHEREAS, the following documents requested to be destroyed or transferred to the Idaho State Archives
are as follows:
Poll Books March 2015
Poll Books November 2015
Voted Ballots March 2016
Voted Ballots November 2018
Unvoted Ballots March 2018
Unvoted Ballots May 2020
Unvoted Ballots August 2020
WHEREAS, proper administration of Jerome County Government requires that old records and documents
are periodically cleaned out and destroyed; and
WHEREAS, Idaho Code Section 31-871 does allow for classification, retention, and destruction of County
records and documents; and
WHEREAS, the records listed in this request are classified as temporary records, and therefore need not be
retained after a period of three (3) and six (6) months, one (1), two (2), and five (5) years per Idaho Code Section
34-217 (2) and (3); and
WHEREAS, written notice has been given to the Idaho State Archives and they DO NOT want any of the
above listed documents per notification to the Clerk; and
THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for Jerome County,
State of Idaho, that the aforementioned records, documents, and instruments be destroyed.
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DATED this 22nd day of February 2021
ATTEST:
/s/ Cy Lootens
Michelle Emerson, Clerk
Signed by Cyrel, Lootens, deputy clerk

/s/ A. Ben Crouch
A. BEN CROUCH, Chair
/s/ John Crozier
JOHN CROZIER, Commissioner
(absent)
CHARLES M. HOWELL, Commissioner

MICHELLE EMERSON––WATERWAYS FUND CORRECTION
Deputy Clerk/Elections Specialist Cy Lootens and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson
were present.
Michelle Emerson told the Commissioners that the amount included in a motion on February 1,
2021, was incorrect. She asked that the Board change the amount requested for retention from
the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to amend the amount on the County vessel
report from $4,492.75 to $2,447.16. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
MELISSA BARRY––SOUTHERN IDAHO TOURISM ANNUAL UPDATE
Southern Idaho Tourism Executive Director Melissa Barry was present.
Melissa Barry informed the Board of continuing activities of Southern Idaho Tourism even
though the tourism industry has been negatively affected by the coronavirus pandemic. She said
the Magic Valley area was impacted less than many other areas of the nation.
Barry reported that 2020 lodging sales in Jerome County were reduced by 3.8 percent, saying
that hotel occupancy was increased but that rates were lower, with no hospitality businesses lost
because of the virus.
Barry said Southern Idaho Tourism had maintained its social media presence throughout the
pandemic and had hosted five Webinars on how to reopen businesses. She said at the present
time she was planning to apply for grants.
Barry reviewed more from her written report, including Southern Idaho Tourism major
investments, product development, video productions, spring/summer campaigns, and 2020 in
review.
CODIE MARTIN AND KASEY PRESTWICH––LAVA RIDGE WIND PROJECT
Codie Martin and Kasey Prestwich, representing the Bureau of Land Management, and Tim
Waters, landowner, were present.
Kasey Prestwich updated the Commissioners on the Lava Ridge Wind Project and answered
their questions about the plan. He said the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) was not a
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proponent nor an opponent of the project but that its role was either to deny an application for up
to 400 wind turbines or to approve it with modifications.
Commissioner Crouch asked about the environmental impact if the company would vacate its
land. Prestwich said a bond and a reclamation plan were required of the company. He added that
public comment would be sought during the winter of 2021-2022, with a decision by the BLM
expected in the summer of 2022. He said that construction of the project would begin following
approval and would be completed within two years.
Tim Waters asked how the Project involves the County. Prestwich said the County is a
cooperating agency, as well as other jurisdictions. He said agencies do not have authority to
approve or deny projects on public lands but that the BLM would not want the project to conflict
with County ordinances. He added that construction on private land would be required to meet
local planning and zoning ordinances.
Waters stated his concern was that his property borders the proposed project area and that
additional roads would add more recreational accesses. He said the area in question has been his
family’s wilderness area for over 70 years.
Prestwich advised of a Website, lavaridgewind.com, for additional information.
Commissioner Crozier stated it sounded like the BLM would take everything into consideration
before the project could go forward.
Prestwich said the Bureau considers visual components, wildlife, socio and economic impacts,
and cultural resources and would continue to define those issues and their impacts as well as to
craft alternatives.
 It was determined that BLM representatives would update the Commissioners on the
progress of the application for the Lava Ridge Wind Project on a quarterly basis.
WENDY FLORENCE––WAIVER OF TAX PENALTY AND INTEREST CHARGES
Wendy Florence had cancelled her appointment.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was not able to be present.
APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the minutes of January 25,
January 26, and February 1, as they had been signed by all three Commissioners. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Approved was Case No.
1819-123 (amended). Dismissed was Case No. 1920-063.
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Meeting adjourned at 3:15 P.M.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
John Crozier, Vice Chairman

(absent)
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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