JEROME COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Monday, February 14, 2022
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
Commissioner Howell was excused.
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present to report about efforts to restore the Courthouse
computer system. She said she was analyzing why the system was not working and that a
representative of Harris Computers would be on site soon.
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present. She said she would have a conference
call with the Twin Falls County clerk’s office to learn how it kept its office running without
computer access.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported from a Fair Board meeting; he said highlights included the
purchase of computer equipment, plans for benches and picnic tables, various upcoming events,
a skid loader lease, restroom updates, the Fair kickoff event, security, and progress in planning
on many levels.
Commissioner Crozier told the Board that the main topic of a South Central Behavioral Health
Board meeting was the “Gaps and Needs Assessment” with a discussion on strengths and
weaknesses of the Board.
Commissioner Crozier gave details from a meeting of the Snake River Canyons Park Managing
Board. He said board members had discussed the grant application for overnight camping as well
as a proposed cell tower in the Park area, weed mitigation, ideas for new additions to the Park,
and prospective board members. He also noted that there was a report of land for sale adjacent to
the Park that was of interest to rock-climbing enthusiasts.
Commissioner Crozier had also listened to an Idaho Legislature review by the Idaho Association
of Counties, in which he learned of proposed bills and their progress through the legislative
process.
Commissioners Crozier and Crouch had attended a Jerome Chamber of Commerce luncheon at
which Mayor Davis gave a State of the City address and JC Olson, representing Jerome 20/20,
spoke about the County. Each presentation told of progress of residential, business, and industrial
growth as well as civic projects underway.
Commissioners Crozier and Crouch had also met with researchers representing the University of
Idaho to discuss the CAFÉ (Center for Agriculture, Food, and Environment) facility planned for
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Crossroads Point. Discussion included ways to serve the community, attract tourism, educate,
and generate revenue. The researchers also were gathering information for a scope of work to
determine necessary funding.
The two Commissioners had also attended a Fair “Kick-Off” Appreciation Dinner with the Fair
staff and sponsors and had met, along with department heads, to learn of computer failure in the
Courthouse.
Commissioner Crouch reported he had met with a representative of JUB Engineers and
stakeholders to learn information about the Airport Master Plan, which he shared with the
Airport Advisory Board.
As a legislative alternate to the Idaho Association of Counties (IAC), Commissioner Crouch had
met virtually with the IAC to review current bills in the Legislature. He had also attended a
Jerome Chamber of Commerce board meeting.
RESOLUTION FOR FRIENDS OF MINIDOKA
Commissioner Crozier read a proposed resolution as a follow-up from the Friends of Minidoka
addressing the Board on February 7. The resolution requested that the County supports the work
of the National Park Service to manage the Minidoka National Historic Site commemorating the
forcible incarceration of Japanese Americans between 1942 and 1945.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to pass Resolution 2022-14. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
RESOLUTION 2022-14
WHEREAS, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066 on February 19, 1042, which
led to the forcible incarceration of Japanese Americans from the west coast in the Minidoka Relocation Center, in
Jerome County, and other sites across the country; and
WHEREAS, the U.S. Government incarcerated over 13,000 Japanese Americans at the Minidoka
Relocation Center between 1942 and 1945; and
WHEREAS, Japanese Americans from Minidoka joined the U.S. military and served with distinction and
also supported the war effort by working with local farmers to harvest crops; and
WHEREAS, Japanese Americans settled in Idaho after World War II and rebuilt their lives as farmers and
business owners; and
WHEREAS, residents of Jerome County have personal connections to Minidoka through the construction,
operation, and reuse of the lands and buildings following the Center’s closure; and
WHEREAS, Congress designated the Minidoka National Historic Site as a unit of the National Park
System in 2008 to tell the stories of the forced incarceration of Japanese Americans and the agricultural history of
Jerome County, including the Farm-in-a-Day project; and
WHEREAS, the National Park Service manages the Minidoka National Historic Site as a unit of the
National Park System as a place for learning, healing, and providing park visitors with opportunities to experience
life at Minidoka; and
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WHEREAS, Jerome County is home to Minidoka NHS, Wilson Butte Cave, portions of the Oregon Trail,
the Idaho Farm and Ranch Museum, and other important historical and cultural sites that enable the public to
appreciate better Jerome County’s rich and diverse heritage; and
WHEREAS, February 19, 2022, marks 80 years since the signing of Executive Order 9066 and is
commemorated in Idaho and nationwide as a Day of Remembrance.
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Board of Jerome County Commissioners hereby states that:
Jerome County supports the work of the National Park Service to manage the Minidoka National Historic Site as a
place for learning and healing, unimpaired, for the benefit of current and future generations.
Maintaining the integrity of Minidoka provides important benefits to Jerome County through education, tourism,
and an acknowledgment of our nation’s history.
As America approaches the 250th anniversary of its founding in 2026, Jerome County supports partnerships to
commemorate this important chapter in the history of the United States.
DATED this 14th Day of February 2022
ATTEST:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

/s/ Michelle Emerson
Michelle Emerson, Clerk

/s/ A. Ben Crouch
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

(SEAL)

RESOLUTION FOR DESTRUCTION OF RECORDS
The County auditor’s office had submitted a resolution to destroy outdated records according to
State Code.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to pass Resolution 2022-15. It was
seconded, followed by discussion that the chairman would sign for the Board of Commissioners,
and carried with unanimous ayes.
RESOLUTION NO. 2022-15
AUDITOR’S OFFICE- DESTRUCTION OF RECORDS
WHEREAS. The Jerome County Commissioners having received a request from the County Clerk
Michelle Emerson to destroy certain records pursuant to Idaho Code 31-871; and
WHEREAS, the following documents are requested to be destroyed or transferred to the Idaho State
Archives are as follows:
Claims 2001 to 2004
A/Cs 2001 to 2004
ISTARS Documents 2001 to 2004
Redeemed Warrants 2002 to 2004
Receipts 1984
Bond/Restitution 2003 to 2004
Journal Entries 2002 to 2003
Totaling 43 boxes
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WHEREAS, proper administration of Jerome County Government requires that old records and documents
are periodically cleaned out and destroyed; and
WHEREAS, Idaho Code Section 31-871 does allow for classification, retention, and destruction of County
records and documents; and
WHEREAS, the records listed in this request are classified as temporary records, and therefore need not be
retained after a period of three (3) and six (6) months; one (1); two (2); and five (5) years per Idaho Code Section
34-217 (2) and (3), and
WHEREAS, written notice has been given to the Idaho State Archives, and they DO NOT want any of the
above listed documents per notification to the Clerk; and
THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for Jerome County,
State of Idaho, that the afore-mentioned records, documents, and instruments be destroyed.
DATED this 14th day of February 2022
ATTEST:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

/s/ Michelle Emerson
Michelle Emerson, Clerk

/s/ Ben Crouch
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

(SEAL)

FAIRGROUNDS RESIDENCE
Following up from February 7, Commissioner Crozier stated that he had told the Fair manager of
a public service website and that she had said she would investigate advertising the fairgrounds
residence on it.
APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Board approved Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Nancy Marshall, Tracy
Raines, Tanya Stitt, and Mario Umana for the January 30, 2022, through February 12, 2022,
payroll period.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to amend the agenda for 4 P.M. to interview
a candidate for a misdemeanor probation officer. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
The Board signed leave requests for Deserae Jones, Brent Culbertson (2), and Tanya Stitt (2).
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change to hire Dennis Carter as a maintenance assistant
for the Jerome County Fair.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated February 11, 2022, for the Insurance
Deductible Trust Fund, with a grand total of $335.63.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
The Board signed claims for the February 9, 2022, to February 14, 2022, claim cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated February 14, 2022, with a grand total of
$353,644.62 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Justice, Election
Consolidation, Revaluation, and Court Bond Trust.
JAMI WALTER––HOMEOWNER EXEMPTION
Chief Deputy Treasurer Nina Lagle was present.
Nina Lagle followed up from February 7 when Jami and Vince Walter had addressed the Board
about property tax overpayments they had made due to a homeowner exemption not being
applied. She said she was to report the amount of the overpayments but that it could not be
determined because of the temporary unavailability of Courthouse computers.
 It was determined that Lagle would let the Walters know the amount, and the matter was
put on the February 28 agenda.
BRENT CULBERTSON––MAINTENANCE REPORT
Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson was present.
Report: Brent Culbertson reported he had received all the new windows ordered for the
Courthouse. He said his budget would allow the installation of half of them in the current fiscal
year.
Culbertson inquired about replacing lights in the Judicial Annex Building parking lot. He said
three of the twelve lights were burned out and that it would cost $200 more for each light to be
replaced with an LED fixture rather than replacing ballasts for the current lights.
Following discussion, the Board favored replacing all twelve fixtures with LED lights.
 It was determined Culbertson would return with an estimate to install all new LED lights.
Hot Water: Commissioner Crouch inquired about obtaining hot water for sinks in the
Courthouse that did not have its availability. Culbertson said it would be necessary to mount
supply lines for either water or electricity, and the Board preferred the latter.
 It was determined that Culbertson would ascertain which sinks need hot water as well as
the cost for electrical lines and individual water heaters.
The Board noted that some of the hot water available on the second floor of the Courthouse still
has periodic bad odors.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt and Coordinator Kirsten Howard were present.
Present by speakerphone were Mike Williams, City of Jerome administrator; Linda
Montgomery, Health Board; and Brenda Mason, South Central Public Health District.
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Brenda Mason reported that from February 1, 2022, to February 12, 2022, 208 coronavirus cases
were reported in Jerome County, compared to 47 in the previous year. She said the number of
cases in the eight-county District was 1,743 compared to 449 in 2021.
Mason stated 35 percent of Jerome County residents were vaccinated with a booster against the
virus and that 48 percent of persons within the health district were vaccinated.
Mason said area hospitals remained at capacity.
Linda Montgomery asked how many coronavirus hospitalized cases were on ventilators, and
Mason replied that there were two.
TRACY PERKINS––TAX CANCELLATIONS
Assessor Mark Swenson was present, in lieu of his chief deputy, Tracy Perkins.
Mark Swenson presented a Notice of Cancellation, explaining that a property owner had applied
for a homeowner exemption but that his office had not applied it for 2021 taxes.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to apply a homeowner exemption for 2021
for John Ramsey, Parcel No. RPJ12850010090, and to adjust his 2021 taxes by $1,851.03 to be
applied to his second half of 2021 taxes due. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
NANCY MARSHALL––PLANNING AND ZONING REPORT
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall was present.
Nancy Marshall reported from her monthly written report of activities in her office, which
included a financial report, building department inspections and projects, code enforcement,
mapping activities and projects, and other planning and zoning department activities as well as
administrator meetings and activities.
Marshall told the Board her office has active violations for installing three mobile homes without
building permits as well as residing in an RV beyond 60 days without a Special Use Permit. She
said she would like an inspection of the property but that it was not safe to perform yet because
of the winter conditions. She added that the Public Health District had served notice to the
property owner regarding illegal dumping of sewage on the ground.
Marshall said she was suspicious of a credit card amendment for her office and would refer it to
the County legal counsel.
Marshall reported that legislative proposals currently being developed by her office and legal
counsel were revising Chapter 6 of the Zoning Ordinance for windbreaks and berms and
developing new definitions for Transmitting Towers and Utility Structures. She said no work had
been done on creating a Recreation Zone in December or January.
Meeting recessed at 11:50 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:30 P.M.
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MARK SWENSON––RESUMES FROM CORONER APPLICANTS
Assessor Mark Swenson was present as chairman of the Republican Central Committee.
Commissioner Howell was present by speakerphone.
Mark Swenson read a letter from him with a recommendation from the Republican Central
Committee to appoint a candidate for coroner to fulfill the term of the present coroner, who had
submitted his resignation effective when a new coroner is appointed.
 The Commissioners were to interview the three candidates interviewed by the Central
Committee and make an appointment on February 28.
EVALUATE BASEMENT EXCESS PROPERTY
The Commissioners examined with Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt items on an
Inventory List for possible disposal that she had submitted on January 24, which were in the
Courthouse basement workout room.
 It was determined to offer the items to employees for their offices and then to decide on
February 28 whether to declare the remaining items of no value.

Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim were present.
Also present were Josh Thompson and Steve Stringham with Harris Computers from Boise.
Josh Thompson and Steve Stringham advised the Board that they were endeavoring to determine
why the computer system in the Courthouse was not functioning. They did not believe the
computer failures were caused by a hacker and questioned whether equipment was outdated.
TRACY RAINES––VETERANS/GUARDIANS REPORT
Tracy Raines, as veterans service officer and also coordinator for the Tri-County Board of
Community Guardians, was present.
Veterans: Tracy Raines reported that he was pleased that the Veterans Administration had
answered some claims he had submitted in a timely manner.
Board of Community Guardians: Raines said he had visited the Guardian’s ward in Wendell.
He had also taken more fresh water to a person in Hazelton.
Raines said he had learned from Kasey Kliegl, the Fifth District guardianship monitoring
coordinator, that he could not call a meeting of the tri-county board until it has a minimum of
seven members, and he said that it was still in need of three more members. Commissioner
Crozier suggested that Will Ritter, with the Interfaith Association, might be a resource for board
volunteers.
 Raines said he planned to visit another Guardian’s ward who had been placed in an
assisted living facility in Kimberly.
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Raines suggested purchasing a data base, and the Commissioners favored the idea.
NANCY MARSHALL––DISCUSSION ON AREA OF CITY IMPACT ZONING MAP
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall and Assistant Kacie Buhler were present.
Nancy Marshall explained to the Board that her office had received a request for rezoning a
property, which would take it out of the Jerome Area of City Impact. She provided Idaho
Statutes stating that areas of city impact shall remain fixed until both governing boards agree to
renegotiate, but she said the Jerome City Council had said that it was not willing to make
amendments to the Area of City Impact until after it had completed updating its Comprehensive
Plan.
Marshall said the County Planning and Zoning Commission had given three options regarding
the zoning request, to wit: (1) hold a public hearing on the rezoning request; (2) ask the Court to
force the City to renegotiate; or (3) to meet with the City Planning and Zoning Commission.
Commissioner Howell was present by speakerphone.
Marshall reiterated the County’s options regarding the rezoning request. She then recommended
meeting with City officials and tabling the request if they were still not willing to renegotiate.
Marshall said the party asking for rezoning could not utilize her property the way she would like
in its current zone. She then warned against the Commissioners investigating the rezoning
request further because it is a quasi-judicial matter.
Commissioner Crouch desired for the Commissioners to meet with the Jerome city administrator.
 It was determined that the Commissioners would endeavor to meet with the Jerome city
administrator before making any decisions.
REQUEST TO WAIVE FLOODPLAIN DEVELOPMENT PERMIT FEES
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall and Assistant Kacie Buhler were present.
Kacie Buhler presented a letter from the Idaho Transportation Department (ITD) requesting a
waiver of all fees for a floodplain permit necessary to design a third lane on Interstate 84
between the South Jerome Interchange and the Twin Falls Interchange. The letter had quoted
Idaho Code stating that no filing or recording fee shall be charged for services rendered by the
State.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to waive the permit fees for the Idaho
Transportation Department for the flood damage prevention permits for the stretch of I-84
between the east Jerome exit and the Twin Falls/Sun Valley exit, in accordance with Idaho
Statute Title 67. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
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It was not necessary for the Board to meet with its legal counsel.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Dismissed was Case No.
2021-062.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
 3:56 P.M. - A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to go into executive session per
Idaho Code 74-206(1)(a) regarding hiring an employee. It was seconded and carried with a
unanimous roll call vote.
4:06 P.M. – Return to open session.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to recommend Andrea Gonzalez as a
probation officer after interviewing her, following her being a secretary in the misdemeanor
probation office for eight years. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Meeting adjourned at 4:25 P.M.
Respectively submitted:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

(absent)
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner

Monday, February 14, 2022
Page 10 of 10

