JEROME COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Monday, February 7, 2022
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
Commissioner Howell was excused.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported he had attended the Idaho Association of Counties (IAC) MidWinter Conference the previous week.
Commissioner Crouch said he had also attended the IAC conference Monday through Thursday
and had given a radio interview on a local station.
FAIRGROUNDS RESIDENCE
Commissioner Crozier stated he had learned at the IAC conference of a public surplus website
that would be appropriate for advertising the residence at the Fairgrounds, saying that modular
homes are valuable for several reasons.
 It was determined Commissioner Crozier would refer the website to the Fair Board for
further action regarding the mobile home.
SAWTOOTH ACRES MEETING
Present were Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober and Chief Deputy Treasurer Nina Lagle. Also
present were Patrick Galloway, attorney for Sawtooth Acres Subdivision; Linda Baker, Charles
Perkins, and Veronica Xander, all Sawtooth Acres homeowners.
The Commissioners were in receipt of a letter from the Sawtooth Acres Homeowner Association
(HOA) requesting that the Commissioners meet with the association’s board of directors, its
attorney, and the County attorney regarding a petition for an LID (Local Improvement District)
submitted by the homeowner association.
Patrick Galloway stated the association needed to discuss the scope of the project with the
Commissioners, who could legally shut down an LID.
Charles Perkins told the Commissioners that the association was not requesting the LID to bring
the subdivision roads up to highway department standards. He said the highway district would
probably not ever accept the roads because the depth of the road base is not sufficient but that the
roads built with funds from the proposed LID would last for 20 or 30 years.
 The Board determined to meet again with Galloway and homeowners regarding their
petition on March 7.
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Galloway said he would confer with the County’s attorney before the March 7 meeting. He then
gave a history of the roads in the subdivision, saying they were built to very minimal standards
and then turned over to the homeowner association for maintenance. He explained that the
association did not assess the homeowners to cover road maintenance, creating the current
problem of poor roads.
Galloway told the Board that the homeowners had researched several ways to improve their
roads. He said the association could charge the homeowners for the road upgrades, but it would
be a huge one-time amount; he added that bank financing would extend over only 20 years.
Galloway said he was present at the association’s request because the Commissioners had sent
all the residents of the subdivision a letter requesting the submission of a new LID petition. He
asked that the County work together with the subdivision to solve a big problem.
Perkins said improving the roads was important because fire trucks, ambulances, and school
busses use them.
Commissioner Crouch said residents want to know how the proposed LID would affect their
properties and how the liens would be administered.
Perkins said wrong information had been circulated; he said homeowners would be assessed with
a superior lien on their properties.
Galloway stated that the homeowner association had submitted a valid petition from two-thirds
of its property owners and that the Board of Commissioners had to act on it. He explained that
the lien would be like a tax and that LIDs on subdivisions were common.
Commissioner Crozier noted that the roads could need repaired again before the LID bond was
paid. Perkins said association dues would cover future road repairs.
Tevian-Ekren Kober questioned how each home would be assessed. Galloway said the County
could enter a covenant with the homeowner association for it to maintain certain road standards.
Linda Baker said she had served on the homeowner association for many years and that the
association had received road improvement bids from contractors from two to four million
dollars, which had currently increased to six million. She said the association had also consulted
the highway district, which had said it would absolutely not maintain the roads.
Baker then stated the homeowner association had increased its HOA fees from $25 to $50 per
month.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of January 24 as
written. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a leave request for Brent Culbertson.
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change form to hire Matthew Robinson as a part-time
drug testing technician in the misdemeanor probation office.
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change form to hire Christina Wilson as a sheriff
detention deputy with Level 3 certification.
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change form to increase the salary of Ana Vazquez as a
commercial appraiser successfully completing Course 2.
The Board signed a Direct Deposit Detail with a grand total of $165,611.71 and a Payroll Claims
Approval by Fund with a grand total of $336,379.53, both dated February 3, 2022, for the
January 16, 2022, through January 29, 2022, payroll period.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to amend the agenda to add “Phone
Reimbursement.” It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
PHONE REIMBURSEMENT
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to allow $25 a month for Secretary Jane
White for County business on her personal cell phone. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
The Commissioners signed claims for the February 1, 2022, to February 8, 2022, claim cycle as
follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated February 4, 2022, for the Indigent Fund, with
a grand total of $217.81.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated February 4, 2022, for the Restitution-Courts
Fund, with a grand total of $2,216.12.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated February 4, 2022, with a grand total of
$100,656.80 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, Health District, Indigent,
Revaluation, Weeds, Assessor Trust-Licenses, and Court Trust-Odyssey.
TRACY RAINES––VETERANS/GUARDIANS REPORTS
Tracy Raines, veterans service officer and coordinator for the Tri-county Board of Community
Guardians, was present.
Veterans: Tracy Raines reported he had explained to a veteran confused about deductions from
his Social Security checks that they were for co-payments he owed. He said he also needs to
inform veterans that disability letters are necessary every year. He added that he had met with the
State veterans service officer and two other veteran officers during the previous week.
Guardians: Raines told the Board he had attended a meeting of the Twin Falls County Board of
Community Guardians and had learned that guardians are even involved with hospice care. He
reported a ward of the Guardians program needed a conservator for her Social Security check to
be sent to her nursing home. He also said he would consult the members of the Guardians board
before setting a meeting.
Raines stated he had taken another food box and water to a veteran in Hazelton whose water
source was frozen. He said he had found more sources of food for the man living in a camper.
STEVE HINES––EXTENSION OFFICE REPORT
University of Idaho Extension Office Educator/Chair Steve Hines was present.
Steve Hines presented a written report of extension office activities in December and January.
His efforts included training and professional development; teaching; giving presentations;
research participation; committee meetings; and reporting for two grants.
Hines reported Extension Educator Gretchen Manker had attended a State-wide extension
meeting; taught a life skills course; attended a national diabetes committee meeting; and had
tested pressure canner gauges.
Manker had also announced Alicia Mojarra as a new Juntos coordinator and had participated in
four other Juntos activities to help Latinx youth at the Jerome Middle and High Schools.
Hines included in his report six adult nutrition classes taught by Celia Villanova as community
nutrition instructor for Eat Smart Idaho.
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Hines reported that 4-H Coordinator Tina Miller had hosted a hunting contest in Jerome in which
14 youth from across the State had attended and had also hosted a State Livestock Skill-a-thon of
16 four-person teams as well as coaches and families in attendance. He said Miller was currently
enrolling youth and adults in 4-H programs.
Hines invited the Commissioners to attend a farewell reception for Lyle Hansen as the extension
central district director and former Jerome County extension educator/chair for ten years. He said
it would be held on February 24 from 2:00-5:00 in the Taylor Building on the College of
Southern Idaho campus.
Hines complimented on the good job of snow removal near his office at the Fairgrounds.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present were Tanya Stitt, County emergency management director; and Kirsten Howard,
coordinator. Present by speakerphone were Mike Williams, City of Jerome administrator; Linda
Montgomery, Health Board; and Brenda Mason, South Central Public Health District.
Brenda Mason reported on the number of coronavirus cases within the Health District and within
Jerome County. She said there were 74 cases in Jerome County, compared to 30 in 2021, and
884 in the District, compared to 236 in 2021.
Mason said 47 percent of Jerome County residents are fully vaccinated but that area hospitals are
running at full capacity.
Linda Montgomery asked about the number of deaths contributed to the virus. Mason said there
were none in Jerome County so far in February and three in January. Montgomery also wanted to
know the current number of vented coronavirus cases; Mason said there were three in the Magic
Valley hospital.
ADAM STOCKBERGER––ATV RENTALS
Adam Stockberger was present.
Adam Stockberger approached the Board with a question about permission to rent all-terrain
vehicles (ATVs) at the entrance of the Snake River Canyons Park. He said he had spoken with
the planning and zoning office, which could not advise him because the County does not have a
Recreation Zone. He told the Board he had also contacted the Idaho Department of Lands (IDL)
and was told it did not have a way to issue him a permit.
Stockberger stated he would like his business to add to tourism in Jerome County and asked how
to make changes if it was illegal to rent ATVs or camping equipment from his trailer.
 The Commissioners advised Stockberger to ask the Snake River Canyons Park Managing
Board for suggestions and said they would also consult their legal counsel about the matter and
notify him of any further information regarding his request. His phone number is (208)650-6763,
and his e-mail is stockberger2006@yahoo.com.
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JAMI WALTER––HOMEOWNER EXEMPTION
Chief Deputy Assessor Tracy Perkins was present. Also present were Jami and Vince Walter.
Tracy Perkins explained that the Walters had signed up for a homeowner exemption in 2015 but
that it was not applied to their taxable assessment. She said the assessor’s office had made the
correction for 2021 taxes but did not have the authority to change prior years.
Vince Walter said the title company had discovered that there was no homeowner exemption on
the Walters’ taxes for six years, from 2015 through 2020, which could amount to a $7,000$8,000 overpayment.
Chief Deputy Treasurer Nina Lagle was present.
Nina Lage explained to the Walters how they will know that the homeowner exemption is
applied on 2021 taxes.
Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober was present.
The Commissioners said they needed to find out the exact amount of the overpayment and
possibly reach a settlement with the Walters.
 The matter was rescheduled for February 14.
Meeting recessed at 12:05 P.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:20 P.M.
TRACEE McKIM––BUDGET RESOLUTIONS
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim were present.
Printer Purchase: Tracee McKim reported that the civil deputy in the sheriff’s office would like
a new printer.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the purchase of $595 for a
printer for Teresa Oneida at the sheriff’s office. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
Budget Resolutions: McKim reviewed 12 resolutions to balance the FY 2021-22 budget.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve Resolutions 2022-2 through
2022-13 as presented. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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TIM LARSON––AIRPORTS REPORT
Airport Manager Tim Larson was present.
Report: Tim Larson reported necessary parts to repair the dump truck at the Jerome Airport
were not available. He also said he had sent an e-mail to the County maintenance supervisor
requesting cost estimates to refurbish the Jerome Airport apron.
Larson told the current fuel prices at the Airport. The Board then gave him a written explanation
to use for setting fuel prices.
FBO Policy: Larson stated the Airport Advisory Board had approved an FBO (fixed business
operation) policy for the Jerome Airport but that he would verify some square footage language
in it.
Living Quarters: Commissioner Crouch said he would follow up with the employer who was
allowing his employee to live on the Jerome Airport grounds longer than allowed.
Weed Spraying: Larson stated he was still waiting for an estimate for pre-emergent weed
spraying.
ERIC GRACIDA––AGROPUR REPORT
Eric Gracida and Steven Broesch, representing the Agropur cheese plant in Jerome, were present.
Eric Gracida reported economic value to the County as a result of tax exemptions included the
completion of several projects within the previous year to increase plant efficiency. He said the
company had spent $6 million to change its bagging operation and $967,000 to rework the
cheese-making system.
Steve Broesch told the Board that the plant had broken ground on a $600,000 wastewater project.
Gracida said that anaerobic digesters would mitigate odors from the plant. Broesch and Gracida
explained that the new wastewater system would have high and low strengths and would not
exhaust into the air but would reclaim bio-gas for electricity production. They said wastewater
would be cleaned before going to the Jerome wastewater treatment plant, with fewer loads
necessary.
Commissioner Howell was present by speakerphone. He verified that the new wastewater plant
was planned to be in operation by November of 2022.
Gracida said it was positive that Agropur had fewer violations than in previous years.
Commissioner Crozier acknowledged that Agropur donates to community projects. Gracida said
that employees had raised $13,000 for charity and that the plant had doubled that amount for
donations.
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TERRY RUBY––QUARTERLY NOXIOUS WEED REPORT
Tri-county Noxious Weed Superintendent Terry Ruby was present.
Terry Ruby reported he had requested $15,750 from the Idaho State Department of Agriculture
cost share review committee. He had spoken on bio-control in the Pacific Northwest and would
also address the Idaho Legislature about the State’s bio-control project.
Ruby said he had clarified the amount of funds from the Bureau of Land Management to control
weeds on the agency’s property and that he hoped to receive the funding before October. He
added that he was continuing to monitor invasive species at Blue Heart Springs in the Hagerman
Valley.
Ruby informed that the District had changed its rule regarding pesticide use to mirror the federal
regulation not requiring a wind recommendation.
Ruby said he had learned about pollinators and how to communicate with different personality
types at a weed conference. He said he would also hold a weed workshop in Shoshone and would
ask canal ditch riders to report noxious weed infestations.
DAN SAKURA––LAVA RIDGE WIND PROJECT
Present were Wade Vagias, National Park Service; Friends of Minidoka members Janet Keegan,
Andy Dunn (board chair), Robyn Achilles (executive director); and Dan Sakura, advisor to the
Friends of Minidoka.
Dan Sakura stated a former site of a Japanese-American relocation camp was established as the
Minidoka National Historic Site in 2001 as a unit of the National Park Service. He added that in
2009 the Secretary of the Interior had forbidden LS Power from building a power line that would
have cut the Site in half.
Sakura said the Friends of Minidoka were opposed to the Lava Ridge Wind Project in order to
maintain the integrity of the Site so that visitors could get a better feeling of what the original
camp was like. He believed that the Site is sacred ground, representing a painful chapter in the
lives of the families located there and well as in the history of the country. He said some of those
interred joined the US military, with 73 being killed in battle.
Sakura was concerned about the impact of a visual wall of wind turbines, one within two miles
of the Site’s visitor center. He was also concerned about a proposed power line that would
connect Lava Ridge to the California electricity market.
Sakura concluded that the project would dishonor Japanese families and that Minidoka was not
the right spot for renewable energy.
Robyn Achilles stated that the towers would be visible in one-third of the horizon in the historic
site, with 14 turbines located in the site’s footprint. She said 13,000 people had been incarcerated
at the site and asked if a wind farm would be acceptable at Gettysburg.
Monday, February 7, 2022
Page 21 of 23

Sakura told the Commissioners that members of the Friends of Minidoka had submitted
extensive comments in opposition to the wind farm during the scoping period held by the Bureau
of Land Management (BLM) and that he hoped to continue to have a good dialog with the BLM.
Achilles expected a draft Environmental Impact Statement from the BLM by the summer of
2022.
Sakura ended his remarks by saying that people attending pilgrimages to the Site every year
experience a sense of healing.
 Sakura asked for County support of the Site, similar to the annual commemorative
proclamation by the Governor.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib, Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt, and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder
Michelle Emerson were present. Present by speakerphone was Commissioner Howell.
COVID Resolution: The Board asked that Mike Seib modify the County’s resolution regarding
pay for employees affected by COVID (the coronavirus) to follow the Center for Disease Control
(CDC) guidelines of five days of isolation followed by five days of wearing a mask.
Weapons in the Courthouse: Seib advised to maintain the current policy of weapons in the
Courthouse.
Sawtooth Acres LID: Seib advised about a letter that the Commissioners had received from the
Sawtooth Acres Homeowner Association regarding the Association’s petition for a Local
Improvement District (LID).
Commissioner Crozier told Seib about the Board’s scheduled meeting with the Association’s
legal counsel on March 7.
New Jail Pod: Seib advised that the amount to complete an additional jail pod would probably
be high enough to require seeking construction bids.
Letter to Search and Rescue: Seib said that, following a January 19 e-mail, he understood that
the sheriff’s department and former search and rescue members had come to an agreement on
property owned by each entity. He said property kept by search and rescue would have to be sold
or given to another non-profit organization.
Michelle Emerson stated that the sheriff had said that Seib would need to draft a letter to the
former search and rescue unit. She questioned about vehicles that had been used by search and
rescue but were not titled to the County. Commissioner Howell said Deputy Gary Taylor was to
obtain VINs for the vehicles in question.
Basement Storage Items: Seib advised the Commissioners would need to set a value on items
stored in the Courthouse basement if they believed they were worth more than $250.
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 The Commissioners were to examine the items in question on February 14.
Stitt was excused.
Misdemeanor Cases for the City of Jerome: Seib said it was no longer necessary for the
Commissioners to pursue misdemeanor cases for the City of Jerome.
ATV Rentals: Commissioner Crouch advised Seib that Adam Stockberger needed legal
information about renting recreation equipment from his trailer.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve indigent matters as presented
by staff. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Approved were Case Nos. 2122-015
and 2122-018. Denied were Case Nos. 2122-009; 2122-010; 2122-012; 2122-020; 2122-014; and
2122-019.
Meeting adjourned at 4:48 P.M.
Respectively submitted:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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