JEROME COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Monday, January 31, 2022
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported from an Idaho Legislature review by the Idaho Association of
Counties. He said topics included, but were not limited to, work force housing; discussion on
bills to treat property tax differently; state administration of the public defense system; circuit
breaker limits; two coroner bills; a five-year rolling average to apply to property values; and
eliminating fees for juvenile corrections.
Commissioner Crozier told the Board he had also attended a meeting of the board for the Crisis
Center of South Central Idaho. He stated that Kim Dopson had given an annual report of the
agency, and Director Frank Knight had summarized financials, including the effect of three
different grants received. Commissioner Crozier reported some of a grant awarded by the Idaho
Department of Corrections would have to be returned because not all of it could be used in the
allotted time. He said, overall, the finances of the Crisis Center were healthy and stable.
Commissioner Crozier said Crisis Center directors had also discussed a review of the
Sustainability Plan and the importance of being able to bill Medicaid and insurance companies
because money furnished by the State decreases incrementally each year.
Commissioner Crozier read a formula he had created for raising and lowering fuel prices at the
Jerome Airport to insure that the County does not lose money on selling fuel. Commissioner
Howell said he agreed with the formula, and the Board determined to forward it to the airport
manager, to implement immediately.
Commissioner Howell reported from a meeting of Southern Idaho Economic Development
(SIED) that directors were still reorganizing the agency and had appointed Jan Rogers as interim
executive director; he also said that REDS (Rural Economic Development) Director Ervina
Covcic had resigned.
Commissioner Howell stated he had conferred with Tom Walgamott, the former commander of
Search & Rescue, about settling affairs after the disbandment of the agency by the sheriff. He
had also visited with Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board member Sue Williams about a
grant the County submitted on January 28 to enable establishing camp sites in the Park.
Commissioner Crouch stated he had discussed with Sheriff George Oppedyk the disbandment of
the Search & Rescue Unit. He had also spent time in the Commissioners’ boardroom answering
e-mails and returning phone calls.
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SEARCH AND RESCUE LETTER
The Board determined to consult the sheriff’s department about drafting a letter regarding
equipment to the Search & Rescue Unit disbanded by the sheriff.
APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Board signed Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Tracy Raines, Tanya Stitt,
and Mario Umana for the January 16, 2022, through January 29, 2022, payroll cycle.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the minutes of January 3 and
January 10 as read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
There were no indigent matters to come before the Board.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
Commissioner Crouch signed a Catering Permit for the South Hills Bar & Grill, LLC, Hansen,
for February 5, 2022, from 1 P.M. to 12 A.M. at the Risk Barn.
The Board signed two leave requests for Mario Umana.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
Commissioners signed claims for the January 25, 2022, to January 31, 2022, claim cycle as
follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated January 28, 2022, with a grand total of
$82,248.45 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Justice, Election
Consolidation, Indigent, Ambulance, and Auditor’s Trust.
CY LOOTENS––APPROVE POLLING PLACES
Deputy Clerk/Elections Specialist Cy Lootens was present.
Cy Lootens brought a notice of the polling place for the March 8, 2022, election. He said the
election would be only for two precincts voting for or against two levies proposed by the Valley
School District.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the proposed polling place as
presented. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
TRACY RAINES––VETERANS/GUARDIANS REPORTS
Tracy Raines, as veterans service officer and coordinator for the Board of Community
Guardians, was present.
Veterans Service Officer: Tracy Raines reported that in addition to submitting claims for
veterans during the previous week, he had attended a Veterans of Foreign Wars meeting and had
been invited to join the organization.
Tri-county Board of Community Guardians: Raines told the Board that a ward of the
Community Guardians had been able to move from the hospital to an assisted living facility in
Kimberly during the past week. He said the Guardians board was paying for her medications and
working on qualification for Medicaid after her private pay is exhausted. He also told of research
he was doing for three other Guardian applications.
Raines stated that he would attend a meeting of the Twin Falls Board of Community Guardians
before calling a board meeting of the Tri-county Board of Community Guardians, which includes
Lincoln and Gooding Counties as well as Jerome County.
Raines said he had been studying tutorials and the Idaho Code regarding guardian boards and
investigating whether membership in the Idaho Guardians Association would be beneficial.
Raines said the tri-county board still needs three more volunteer members and would also benefit
from guardian volunteers to visit wards of the program.
Raines said he had taken a food box and water to a person living in a camper near Hazelton, who
had not been accepted as a ward of the guardians program but had requested a food box from the
Jerome Food Pantry.
Raines stated he felt good about his employment being an opportunity to give back to the world.
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HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present was Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim. Present by speakerphone were Tanya Stitt,
County emergency director; and Linda Montgomery, Health Board.
Brenda Mason, South Central Public Health District, could not be reached.
 Tanya Stitt said she would e-mail the Commissioners a report from the Health District
regarding the spread of the coronavirus.
DISCUSSION––EXPENDITURE OF ARPA FUNDS
Present was Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim.
The Commissioners discussed with Tracee McKim possible expenditures of approximately $2.4
million in federal funds received from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA).
The list formulated was as follows.
























Hire a full-time technology (IT) employee
New Jerome Airport sign
Jerome Airport property expansion
Fairgrounds grandstands
Fair water upgrade
Fair electrical upgrade
Fair picnic tables, benches, and bleachers
Broadband expansion
Remodel former jail
Build a coroner office
Add another jail pod ($1,000,000)
Veterans Memorial Park Improvement
New Jerome City park
Wilson Lake well ($50,000)
Broken Bridge Project ($200,000)
Internet line for the jail
Lighted stop signs
New senior center in Eden
Campground in the Snake River Canyons Park
Extend City water and sewer to the Jerome Airport
New windows in the Courthouse
Infrastructure for the City of Eden
Infrastructure for the City of Hazelton

 Expenditure priorities and decisions were added to the March 7 agenda.
DESERAE JONES––MISDEMEANOR PROBATION REPORT
Misdemeanor Probation Administrator Deserae Jones was present.
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Deserae Jones presented written statistics from the misdemeanor probation office in December,
which included 375 adults on probation and $8,070 collected in fees.
Jones announced that one of the two probation officers she supervises had tendered his
resignation because he had accepted employment as a Domestic Violence (DV) coordinator for
the Fifth District Court.
Jones discussed with the Commissioners whether to seek hiring another male who could do drug
testing or to offer the position to a female Spanish-speaking secretary in her office, whom she
said would need no training to become a probation officer except to complete POST (Police
Officer Standards and Training) within one year. She said because she had just hired a part-time
male drug tester, she needed a Spanish-speaking officer currently more than a male officer.
The Commissioners suggested that she hire a part-time probation officer, but she said she could
not justify it at the present time because the courts are so slow.
MARIO UMANA––JUVENILE PROBATION REPORT
Juvenile Probation Administrator Mario Umana was present.
Mario Umana reported from written statistics in the juvenile probation office from December 27,
2022, through January 30, 2022, which included 60 juveniles on probation and $726.64 in fees
paid. He said during the time period his office had accepted seven juveniles into the diversion
program but no new probationers.
Umana asked that the Commissioners lobby against eliminating juvenile probation fees, saying
that the payments are a source of County revenue and also help juveniles be more responsible for
their actions.
Umana asked about the legality of County employees having weapons in the Courthouse. He told
of a juvenile who was formerly on probation, had been released from prison, suffered a drug
overdose, and was carrying a gun and became the victim of a shooting involving a drug cartel.
 The Commissioners determined to consult their legal counsel about the presence of
weapons in the Courthouse.
Meeting recessed at 12:05 P.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:15 P.M.
GARY TAYLOR––SHERIFF MATTERS
Sheriff George Oppedyk, Chief Deputy Sheriff Gary Taylor, and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee
McKim were present.
Interior Jail Construction: Sheriff George Oppedyk asked that the County finish the capacity
of the jail by adding a third pod. He told the Board that the jail currently was holding 140
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inmates, with a total capacity of 166. He explained that the 26 vacant beds could possibly be
necessary for classification or isolation requirements.
Sheriff Oppedyk said it would cost approximately one million dollars to build the third pod,
which would require one more detention deputy for each shift, whose salary would be offset by
the revenue generated from renting beds to other government agencies. He said it would take
only two or three months to complete constructing the pod.
Deputy Gary Taylor added that the extra staffing would not be needed until the pod was used for
additional prisoners.
Coroner/Search & Rescue Building: Deputy Taylor said a coroner office would require a new
building with its own entrance; he said a search and rescue office could also be in such a
building, which could be located at the jail complex. Sheriff Oppedyk expressed that whoever
was appointed as a new coroner should have input in establishing a coroner office.
Deputy Taylor told the Board he had met with Search & Rescue members, who were no longer
part of an organization under the sheriff department, about determining what equipment belongs
to them and what belongs to the County. He said he could not agree with them what they owned
personally.
 It was determined to ask the County’s legal counsel to draft a letter to the former Search
and Rescue Unit requesting a list of its personal property.
Meeting adjourned at 2:10 P.M.
The Commissioners were excused to attend meetings of the Idaho Association of Counties in
Boise.
Respectively submitted:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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