JEROME COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Monday, January 24, 2022
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
Commissioner Howell was not present because he was ill.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported he and Commissioner Howell had approved Tim Records for
Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Tracy Raines, Tanya Stitt, and Mario Umana for the January 2,
2022, through January 15, 2022, payroll period.
Commissioner Crozier summarized the meetings he had attended within the previous two weeks.
(1) Jerome 20/20––Planning for the annual membership meeting; discussion on introducing
new members and creating guidelines relative to the bylaws; and a report of projects and
upcoming events.
(2) Fair Board––Discussions of leasing a liquor license; IT matters; revitalizing the
foundation; and planning many details of the 2022 Fair.
(3) South Central Community Action Partnership––Checked on the details of the planning
meeting for the Empty Bowls fundraiser, set for April 26, and visited with a few
members of the board about finding lots in Jerome for building “self-help” housing
homes as well as whether to raffle both a rifle and a handgun or just a rifle; board
members voted in Kari Hill representing the Mini-Cassia private sector; and financials
were reported healthy and programs going well.
(4) South-Central Public Health Behavioral Health Board––Ange Demaray voted onto the
board; regular business and reports; and presented the value of making ministers and
school district personnel aware of the Board and the resources available.
(5) Community Schools Strategic Partnership––Learned of many efforts by schools and the
community to help youth and their families take advantage of what schools offer and to
help them with many insecurities common to students.
(6) Just Serve––Put the organization in touch with Tracy Raines in hopes of finding
additional members for the Board of Community Guardians.
(7) Visited with a community member about plowing at the Jerome Airport.
(8) Tri-county Noxious Weed Control––Report on finances and the bio-control contract;
presentation of a new mapping program that shows past and current infestations; and
reports from the Superintendents Association and the Noxious Weed Conference.
(9) Jerome Republican Central Committee––Coroner and redistricting discussions; report
from the State Republican Winter Meeting; planned for April/May fundraiser; and a
presentation by attorney general candidate Art Macomber.
(10) IAC Legislative Review––Tax relief, election reform, and public defense were the hot
topics.
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Commissioner Crozier and the other two Commissioners had met with sheriff department staff at
the Search and Rescue building to observe what equipment was there and to visit about who are
the rightful owners of various items in the building.
Commissioner Crouch had (1) attended a Jerome Chamber of Commerce board of directors
meeting where new officers were installed. (2) He reported from an Airport Advisory Board
meeting that directors had discussed the new sign, fuel sales, bylaws, and snowplowing. He
added that the dump truck at the Airport had broken. (3) He had also worked in the
Commissioners’ boardroom to return calls and answer e-mails.
FAIRGROUNDS RESIDENCE
Commissioner Crozier said he had spoken with the Fair Board about removing the residence
from the Fairgrounds. It was determined to advertise the house for free if the new owner
removed it.
 Commissioner Crouch said he would send a notice to the newspapers, and if there were
no responses, the County would seek bids from demolition companies.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
Commissioner Crouch signed a Certificate of Final Completion for Jerome County Airport
Improvements FY 2021, FAA AIP Project No. 3-16-0020-023-2021.
The Commissioners signed leave requests for Brent Culbertson and Mario Umana.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
The Commissioners signed claims for the January 11, 2022, to January 24, 2022, claim cycle as
follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated January 21, 2022, for the Indigent Fund, with
a grand total of $1,670.39.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated January 20, 2022, for the Justice and Indigent
Funds, with a grand total of $49,161.16.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated January 21, 2022, with a grand total of
$816,680.52 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Justice, Indigent,
Revaluation, Solid Waste, Auditor’s Trust, Court Bond Trust, and Restitution-Courts.
AARON ZENT AND GREG VAWSER––ROCK CREEK QRU UPDATE
Aaron Zent, Rock Creek Rural Fire Protection District chief, and Greg Vawser, assistant, were
present.
Aaron Zent spoke from statistics he presented regarding the Rock Creek Quick Response Unit
(QRU), including a summary of call volumes and average response times through 2021. He said
the Unit had responded to 69 incidents in eastern Jerome County in the fourth quarter of 2021,
compared to 51 incidents in 2020. Zent informed that the call volume to Jerome County was
considerably higher in 2021 than in 2020, with 300 responses compared to 220, a 36.4 percent
increase.
Zent said about 25 percent of all calls are from Jerome County but that 50 percent of the Unit’s
total mileage is to Jerome. He told the Board that the Fire District had hired two additional
firefighter/EMTs to help compensate for the increased work load throughout its response areas.
Zent stated that the long-term goal of the Fire Department is to build a station in Murtaugh,
which might need some additional funding from Jerome County.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present by speakerphone were Tanya Stitt, County emergency management director; Linda
Montgomery, Health Board; and Brenda Mason, South Central Public Health District.
Brenda Mason stated the eight-county public health district was back in a crisis standard of care
regarding the number of coronavirus cases. She reported statistics from January 1 through
January 20 showed 1,148 District cases in 2021 and 2,592 cases in 2022. Cases in Jerome
County had not increased, with 165 in 2021 and 164 in 2022.
 Commissioner Crouch asked for the positivity rate of cases compared to the state and the
nation, which Mason said she would find and e-mail to him.
Linda Montgomery asked if the health district was doing contact tracing; Mason said it was not
but was investigating cases and putting them into the system.
TANYA STITT––EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT REPORT
County Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt and Coordinator Kirsten Howard were
present.
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Tanya Stitt told the Board that the Red Cross would be conducting a blood drive at the Jerome
Catholic Church in February and asked if the Commissioners would allow employees to donate
blood during work time.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to allow employees to donate blood on
company time in February of 2022 and to encourage them to do so. It was seconded and carried
with unanimous ayes.
Stitt provided an inventory of items in the basement room of the Courthouse that could be
disposed.
 It was determined she would send the list to Mike Seib to write a resolution to dispose of
the items.
Stitt reported that the Health District is no longer supplying COVID tests for the jail and said the
County could purchase rapid tests.
 Commissioner Crouch asked that Stitt investigate ordering free home tests.
Stitt stated she would be attending an Idaho Emergency Management conference virtually.
Stitt addressed the letter to Commissioner Crouch from Jerome Chief of Police Daniel Hall in
which he had stated that he was retiring as police chief effective January 31 and would no longer
be able to be a DIGB 4 (District Interoperability Governance Board 4) representative. He had
asked if the Commissioners would consider appointing Deputy Fire Chief Lane Sickles.
 The Board suggested that Stitt ask if the new Jerome fire chief (Dwayne Rubink) would
be interested in the appointment.
Stitt inquired about a safety council that had been suggested by Assessor Mark Swenson.
 The Board determined to ask Clerk Michelle Emerson if she wanted to continue as the
County risk manager.
Stitt provided a list of mobile and portable frequencies for Southern Idaho Regional
Communications (SIRCOMM).
Stitt said an engineer would assess technology needs the Commissioners desire for their
boardroom to be used in conjunction with the 55-inch television already purchased. She said the
blinds had been installed in her office as well as in the women’s restroom in the Courthouse
basement.
BILL BRIDGES––SNAKE RIVER CANYONS PARK UPDATE
Sue Williams and Bill Bridges, members of the Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board,
were present.
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Bill Bridges, as chairman of the Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board, reported that the
Managing Board had held two meetings in January, a regular meeting and one to help Sue
Williams with the information she needed for a grant application.
Bridges said the new Web page for the Park is active. He reminded the Commissioners that the
Board still needed another member and a secretary. Two possible volunteers were mentioned.
Bridges reported local residents and the developer of Devils Corral had visited the Park Board
meeting and had expressed concerns about random illegal shooting in the Park. He said the
Board is requesting that the Commissioners pass an ordinance prohibiting all shooting within the
Park boundaries as soon as possible. Bridges told the Commissioners that one person had
stopped building his house because of all the stray bullets.
Bridges stated the disc/foot golf course was completed, with a grand opening planned for April.
He said he would like the highway department to erect signs directing persons to the course.
 The Commissioners suggested that he coordinate with the Northside Transportation
Committee to submit a formal request to the Idaho Transportation Department.
Bridges said security is needed in the park every night and that he would work more with the
sheriff department. He said he had spoken with some persons shooting in the restricted zone,
who were willing to move to another area.
Bridges informed that volunteers would hold their annual Park clean-up in May.
Bridges said he would submit articles about the Park to both the Times-News and the North Side
Journal once a month.
Meeting recessed at 11:50 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:15 P.M.
TEVIAN-EKREN KOBER––TAX PAYMENTS FOR ROSA NARANJO
Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober was present.
Tevian Ekren-Kober reported from the Commissioners’ meeting on January 10 with Gustavo
Orozco regarding property taxes he pays for Rosa Naranjo/Jose Carona. She provided a history
of payments made by Orozco since March 16, 2017, and said her office had verified every
receipt provided by Orozco.
Ekren-Kober explained that Orozco was behind in taxes owed because he did not always make a
full payment due. She believed he owed penalties and interest because he did not give reasons
for paying late. She said he currently owes $6,350 for 2019, 2020, and 2021 taxes.
The Commissioners discussed Orozco’s request to waive penalty and interest charges and
determined to forgive half of them for 2019 and 2020.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to discount penalties and interest of $350
for Jose Carona/Gustavo Orozco if the property taxes are paid for 2019 and 2020. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
 It was determined Ekren-Kober would notify both Orozco and the property owner of the
taxes owed.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
 1:30 P.M. – A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to go into executive session per
Idaho Code Section 74-206(1)(a), hiring an employee. It was seconded and carried with a
unanimous roll call vote.
1:45 P.M. – Return to open session.
The Board determined to hire Matthew Robinson as a male drug tester in the misdemeanor
probation department.
TIM LARSON––AIRPORTS REPORT
Airports Manager Tim Larson was present.
Report: Tim Larson told the Board that the dump truck at the Jerome Airport was being repaired
that day.
FBO Policy: Larson said he was still waiting for Airport Advisory Board members to approve
an FBO (fixed business operation) policy.
Bylaws: Larson provided bylaws for the Airport Advisory Board, which had been approved by
board members.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to sign the bylaws of the Jerome County
Airport Advisory Board, which were recommended by the Advisory Board and produced by
Attorney Mike Seib. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Fuel Sales: Larson reported current fuel prices at the Jerome Airport. He said he had not found
software or internet information that would help with setting fuel prices.
 Commissioner Crouch requested that Larson create a spreadsheet of fuel sales.
Living Quarters: Commissioner Crouch said he had talked with the employer who was
allowing his employee to live on the Jerome Airport grounds longer than allowed.
Weed Spraying: Larson stated that he might receive an estimate for pre-emergent weed
spraying that week.
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MICHELLE EMERSON––CORONAVIRUS POLICY
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim, Treasurer
Tevian-Ekren Kober, and Assessor Mark Swenson were present.
Michelle Emerson addressed the County’s coronavirus policy, which was not effective after
December 2021, regarding benefits for employees absent from work because of the virus. She
said the CDC (Center for Disease Control) had changed its guideline for quarantining from ten to
five days.
Tevian Ekren-Kober and Mark Swenson both told of employees in their offices who would be
eligible for paid leaves under the expired policy.
Commissioner Crouch expressed that he would be in favor of renewing the policy because the
coronavirus was still active. The Commissioners agreed on adopting a policy that would be
retroactive to include employees affected by the virus in 2022. They also decided the results of
coronavirus testing should be from a doctor or a clinic.
 Adopting a new policy was continued until the Board could speak with its attorney.

The Commissioners also followed up from a discussion with the emergency management
director that morning about activating a County Safety Committee and asked Michelle Emerson
if she would like to continue as the County risk manager. She said she would like Deputy Clerk
Cy Lootens to serve as the manager.
TRACY RAINES––VETERANS/GUARDIANS REPORT
Tracy Raines, veterans service officer and Board of Community Guardians coordinator, was
present. Also present was Greg Moore, Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board.
Veterans: Tracy Raines presented and expanded on a recap of services he had given to veterans
from January 10, 2022, through January 21, 2022. They had included six office visits, 56
answered phone calls, 47 phone messages, and one home visit. He said he had also met twice for
training from the State service officer.
Guardians: Raines reported that one of the Guardians wards would be able to move from the
hospital to Ashley Manor in Kimberly. He said he was investigating three new applications to
present to the Guardians Board.
Raines told the Board that there are three active wards of the Community Guardians program,
out of 17 total applications received since January 1, 2021.
SUE WILLIAMS––SNAKE RIVER CANYONS PARK GRANT
Present were Sue Williams, Greg Moore, and Bill Bridges, all members of the Snake River
Canyons Park Managing Board.
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Sue Williams reviewed highlights of the 50 pages she had prepared to submit to the Idaho
Department of Parks and Recreation for a grant to develop designated camping sites in the Snake
River Canyons Park. She said she had reworked a timeline for development to allow for no
construction from February through July because of nesting eagles.
In answer to the Board’s question, Williams said she did not anticipate any more large
expenditures for the Park in the current fiscal year. The Commissioners agreed that the County
could pay a match of $30,000 over two fiscal years if the grant is approved plus an annual budget
of $10,000 for campground maintenance.
Commissioner Crozier referred Williams to a professor at the College of Southern Idaho who
might be able to supply a letter of support for the grant.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to authorize the Board chairman to sign a
letter of support from the County to include with the Snake River Canyons Park grant
application. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
NANCY MARSHALL––MEETING FOR PARADISE VALLEY SUBDIVISION
Present were Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall, Assistant Administrator Kacie
Buhler, and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson. Also present were Cheryl Gould,
Marsha Larson, Mildred Reff, and Scott Jackson, all Paradise Valley homeowners; and Rex
Harding, TO&H Engineering.
Rex Harding was present seeking approval of the final plat for the Paradise Valley No. 3
subdivision. He stated that the pins have been set and that the required pressurized irrigation
system is connected to the other two phases of the subdivision.
Commissioner Crozier verified with Harding that nothing had been affected since the conditional
approval of the final plat in 2007.
Nancy Marshall reviewed her staff report and said the final plat approval had been pending
infrastructure. She stated she was satisfied that the conditions for the final plat had been met.
Marsha Larson asked Harding to explain where the plat is located and then asked whether the
water system is adequate, to which Harding replied in the affirmative.
Scott Jackson also questioned the adequacy of the irrigation system. Larson noted that the
adjacent farm as well as the subdivision would require water from the system.
Harding said it might be necessary to stagger water usage among users.
Marshall stated the engineering company had signed approval of the water system and that it
would be the developer’s responsibility to make sure the system is properly functioning. She
verified with Larson that homeowners would need to address the developer and the engineer if
there were any problems.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to authorize the chairman to sign the final
plat for Paradise Plat No. 3. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib, Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall,
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, and Assessor Mark Swenson were present.
COVID Policy: The Commissioners addressed whether to extend the COVID policy regarding
benefits for employees affected by the coronavirus.
Nancy Marshall told the Board she would like an employee she supervises to be able to be paid
under former COVID guidelines rather than to use her PTO (paid time off).
Commissioner Crouch expressed that he would like the County to follow CDC (Center for
Disease Control) guidelines because the County was still experiencing coronavirus cases.
Mark Swenson stated he also had an employee quarantined because of the virus.
The Commissioners agreed that an employee would need to produce a note from a doctor or a
clinic to be eligible for COVID-related benefits.
The Board determined to extend the benefits in the COVID resolution adopted in 2019 to
employees, subject to change to follow current CDC guidelines.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to readopt Resolution 2020-19 as the
COVID policy for the County, retroactive to January 1, 2021, subject to an amendment to reflect
current CDC guidelines and other amendments as necessary. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
 It was determined that employees could use COVID release time on their Time Sheets
due that week and that Seib would amend the policy for the Commissioners’ approval another
week.
Marshall and Emerson were excused.
Pathology Agreement: The Board addressed a letter from the Ada County coroner’s office
terminating the FY 21-22 Pathology Services Agreement with Jerome County by February 18,
2022. Because the County needs a contract for performing autopsies, it was determined
Commissioner Crozier would send an e-mail to Ada County requesting a contract extension until
Jerome County could reorganize its coroner office and appoint a new coroner.
 Mark Swenson, as chairman of the Jerome County Central Committee, advised that the
Committee would be interviewing applicants for coroner on February 8 and would bring three
candidates for the Commissioners to interview on February 14.
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Contracting with Jerome for Conflict Prosecution Cases: Seib told the Board he believed that
reciprocity with the City of Jerome for conflict prosecution cases was no longer workable.
 It was determined that the Board would send a letter to the City stating that the County
would charge for its misdemeanor prosecution cases.
Recreation Zone: Seib said he had not been formatting the new Recreation Chapter for the
Jerome County Zoning Ordinance.
Shooting in the Snake River Canyons Park: Seib counseled that it was the Board of
Commissioners’ decision whether to prohibit all target shooting in the Snake River Canyons
Park.
Search and Rescue: Seib advised about the ownership of equipment that had been used by the
Search & Rescue Unit. Commissioner Crouch believed all equipment belonged to the County
because Search & Rescue had been an agency of the sheriff’s department before its disbandment.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Denied was Case No. 2122006; dismissed was Case No. 2021-009.
Meeting adjourned at 5:25 P.M.
Respectively submitted:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

(absent)
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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