JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, January 11, 2021
PRESENT: Charles Howell, Commissioner
Ben Crouch, Commissioner
John Crozier, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 8:30 A.M.
SWEARING IN CEREMONY
Present were Judge Lothspeich, Sheriff George Oppedyk, Prosecutor Mike Seib, Deputy Sheriffs
Gary Taylor and Chad Kingsland, Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt and Coordinator
Kirsten Howard, Terry Stokes, and Audra Clegg.
Judge Lothspeich swore in Commissioner Crouch for a four-year term and Commissioner
Howell for a two-year term. He also swore in Mike Seib as prosecutor and George Oppedyk as
sheriff for four-year terms.
The judge expressed his thanks for being able to work with the employees of Jerome County.
SELECT A BOARD CHAIRMAN
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to nominate Ben Crouch as chairman. It
was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to nominate John Crozier as vice
chairman. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
The Commissioners determined to continue reporting from and serving on their same County
boards.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported from a South Central Community Action Partnership meeting.
Directors were still discussing how to hold their annual Empty Bowls fundraiser. He also
attended the first formal meeting of the Tri-county Board of Community Guardians where
officers were elected, with Cathy Roemer as chairman.
Commissioner Howell stated he had been out of state for two weeks but had made some
contacts, including a Texan who was looking for a new market for both dairy and beef cattle.
Commissioner Crouch had met with the manager of the Jerome airports and had advertised for a
firm to rewrite the Jerome Airport Master Plan. He had also addressed with the airports manager
and the payroll clerk how to pay the airports assistant when he works at the Fairgrounds and said
that it was not necessary for the assistant to work a full day at only one of the locations.
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FORMAL COMPLAINT
This matter was not addressed because the Board had not received a written complaint from a
resident who had been advised her grievance would need to be in writing for the Commissioners
to address it.
QUARTERLY JAIL INSPECTION
Commissioner Howell agreed to perform the Commissioners’ quarterly jail inspection in
January.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change form to increase the salary of Commissioner
Crouch because he had been elected as chairman of the Board of Commissioners.
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change form to decrease the salary of Commissioner
Howell because he was no longer eligible for extra pay as Board chairman.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated January 11, 2021, for the Insurance
Deductible Trust Fund, with a grand total of $3,313.30.
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change form to hire Gary Taylor as a part-time deputy
sheriff.
The Board signed a leave request for Deserae Jones.
The Board signed a Payroll Claims Approval By Fund with a grand total of $309,622.71 and a
Direct Deposit Detail for $143,127.41, both dated January 7, 2021, for the December 20, 2020,
through January 2, 2021, payroll period.
OLD BUSINESS
Assessor Rick Haberman was present.
Rick Haberman updated the Commissioners on obtaining a new work station from the Idaho
Transportation Department (ITD)for the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV). He said he had
contacted the ITD on December 17 and was still waiting for a necessary response.
Haberman said he had advertised to replace the position of an employee retiring in the DMV
office but hesitated to advertise for an additional employee because the ITD was contemplating
assuming mail and title work currently performed by counties.
The Commissioners agreed with delaying the decision to hire an additional employee until after
January 29 when Haberman retires.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
The Commissioners signed claims for the January 5, 2021, to January 12, 2021, claim cycle as
follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated January 8, 2021, for the Indigent Fund, with a
grand total of $11,000.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated January 8, 2021, for the Restitution Courts
Fund, with a grand total of $10,217.44.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated January 8, 2021, with a grand total of
$194,405.04 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Justice, Health District,
and Indigent.
MICHELLE EMERSON––AMENDED PUBLIC DEFENSE COMMISSION FINANCIAL
REPORT
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present.
Michelle Emerson presented for signature an amended financial report to the Public Defense
Commission. She said the Commission had requested to submit only the amount of grant funds
used to hire a public defender.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to accept and sign the amended Public
Defense Commission Financial Report. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
BRENT CULBERTSON––MAINTENANCE REPORT
Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson was present.
Brent Culbertson reported maintenance tasks he had completed, including applying a urethane
coating to floors in the new jail pod, hanging a new door for the Planning and Zoning Office,
changing furnace filters, clearing water lines in the jail, and repairing heating units. He said the
sheriff’s office would also like him to coat the floors in the existing jail. He told the Board he
would soon have time to help at the Fairgrounds.
Culbertson offered to pay $5 for surplus file cabinets and requested that he take four, to which
the Board agreed. He said three file cabinets would remain if the Historical Society desired to
have them.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present were Tanya Stitt, County emergency management director; Dale Layne, Jerome schools
superintendent; Mike Williams, Jerome city administrator; and Linda Montgomery and Josh
Jensen, representing the South Central Public Health District.
Josh Jensen reported that the prevalence rate of coronavirus cases in Jerome County had
increased within the previous week and that the County was still in the orange (high risk)
category to catch the virus. He stated, however, that hospitals were getting back to normal
censuses.
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Jensen said vaccine campaigns were underway and that administration of the second shot was
beginning in long-term care facilities.
Linda Montgomery asked if a trailer would become available to outlying communities for giving
vaccinations, and Jensen said the Health District could utilize its mobile unit.
NANCY MARSHALL––PLANNING AND ZONING REPORT
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall was present.
Report: Nancy Marshall spoke from her monthly written report of activities in the Planning and
Zoning Office, which included statistics on finances, building department inspections and
projects, code enforcement, mapping, and other department activities.
Marshall said three large companies were currently endeavoring to locate in Jerome County. She
also reported on holding Zoom meetings in the Courthouse Meeting Room. She said it would be
necessary to have an IT person present to administer the meetings.
 Executive Session: 11:38 A.M. – A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to go into
executive session per Idaho Code 74-206(1)(b) regarding personnel. It was seconded and carried
with a unanimous roll call vote.
11:54 A.M. - Return to open session.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to extend the appointment of Arlen
Morgan for another six-year term on the Planning and Zoning Commission. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
12 NOON – Meeting recessed.
1:18 P.M. – Meeting reconvened.
BRIAN SIMPER––BLACK FLY TREATMENT AND MOSQUITOES AT WILSON LAKE
Brian Simper, manager of the Twin Falls County Pest Abatement District, was present.
Brian Simper reported from the pest abatement district’s treatments to kill black fly larvae on the
north side of the Snake River and gave the Commissioners a picture of the larvae. He said
treatments had been applied the previous week at Cauldron Linn, along a canal, and at Blue
Lakes. He anticipated applying two additional treatments as needed before March. Simper stated
the aerial spray used does not impact the environment.
Simper told the Board reducing the reproduction of black flies helps mitigate the risk of
Vesicular Stomatitis Virus transmission among livestock.
Simper informed that mosquitoes like stagnant water, so fluctuating a water level reduces their
numbers. He estimated that the District’s treatment of mosquitoes at Wilson Lake would cost
$37,000.
Monday, January 11, 2021
Page 5 of 9

JIM LOUDER––WAIVER OF SUBDIVISION FEE FOR THE HAZELTON CEMETERY
Planning and Zoning (P&Z) Administrator Nancy Marshall and Assistant Administrator Kacie
Buhler were present. Also present was Jim Louder, chairman of the Hazelton Cemetery Board.
Jim Louder requested that the County waive the subdivision fees for an addition to the Hazelton
Cemetery.
Nancy Marshall asked how many lots were included and then said the cost of the minor final plat
amendment would be $2,230 and the mapping fee, $2,595. She said she could justify the Board
waiving both fees because the work required by the P&Z Department would be minimal.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to waive the subdivision and GIS fees for
the Hazelton Cemetery, for a total of $4,825. It was seconded, followed by a discussion that the
subdivision would not be a cost to the county like other subdivisions, and carried with
unanimous ayes.
Marshall advised Louder that the cemetery district would be responsible for a $5,025 fee to an
independent surveyor.
TRACEE McKIM––TECHNOLOGY PURCHASES
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present.
Tracee McKim told the Commissioners that the assessor’s office would like to be paperless and
as such would need laptop computers to use in the field. She said that the laptops could also be
used at desks and would replace four outdated desktop computers.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve $9,651.22 to provide computer
equipment to replace and to upgrade computers for use in the field for the assessor’s office. It
was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
McKim said the emergency management coordinator was continuing to have problems with her
computer.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to replace the broken computer in the
Office of Emergency Management for $2,098.46. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
McKim reported the County extension office needed a laptop computer for the 4-H coordinator.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to replace the laptop computer at the
extension office at a cost of $1,413.54. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
McKim reminded the Board that it had budgeted for a file management system in the
prosecutor’s office.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve an expense of $50,150 for the
prosecutor’s office for the software, license, training, and travel for a file management system. It
was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
McKim explained that the prosecutor’s office would also need new scanners and that the clerk’s
office needed a scanner that could use cardstock.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to authorize the expenditure of $3,778.46
to purchase eight scanners for the prosecutor and clerk offices. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
GREG VAWSER AND AARON ZENT––ROCK CREEK QRU UNIT UPDATE
Present were Greg Vawser and Aaron Zent, representing the Rock Creek Quick Response Unit;
and Jon Myers.
Fire Chief Aaron Zent presented the Board a 2020 Incident Response Summary from the Rock
Creek Quick Response Unit. He said answering calls on the east end of Jerome County had
averaged 15 percent of the Unit’s call volume in 2020. He added that the yearly total for all
incidents in the district had increased 8.2 percent over 2019 and 31.2 percent over 2017.
Zent noted that response times were improving because of the Unit now staffed 24 hours per day.
He said ambulances are stationed in Kimberly and in Murtaugh.
COMMISSIONER BRENT REINKE, KEVIN HENRY, AND MIKE SEIB––THIRD
RIVER CROSSING
Attorney Mike Seib was present. Also present were Jack Johnson, Don Hall, and Brent Reinke,
as Twin Falls County commissioners; R. Kevin Henry, attorney for Twin Falls County; Monica
D’Angelo, Zell D’Angelo, John D’Angelo, John D’Angelo III, and Jon Myers.
Commissioner Reinke gave the Commissioners a 40-page study of constructing a third bridge in
the Magic Valley over the Snake River Canyon as well as a draft of a Third Crossing Joint
Powers Agreement. He said a fully executed Agreement would outlive current officials and
would indicate how Twin Falls and Jerome Counties, as well as two highway districts, would
work together to establish a bridge.
Commissioner Reinke said he believed the proposed agreement would help when seeking
funding for the bridge, the completion of which could take ten to fifteen years.
Kevin Henry reviewed the Agreement with those present and said he would work with Jerome
County legal counsel in preparing a final draft of the Agreement.
Mike Seib noted that the Idaho Transportation Department (ITD) would be the driving force to
construct the bridge and asked about the need for the Agreement. The Twin Falls County
commissioners said that a joint powers group referred to in the Agreement would decide of
where to locate the bridge and would work with the ITD.
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The Jerome County Commissioners indicated they were willing to work with the Twin Falls
County Commissioners to finalize an Agreement and to begin communicating with the highway
districts.
PAYMENT FOR PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS
Commissioner Reinke said public service announcements created by the Jerome and Twin Falls
County Commissioners concerning the coronavirus were ready for release but that they were
made in December and referred to Christmas time.
The Jerome Commissioners agreed to pay half the bill for the videographer.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
 4:09 P.M. – A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to go into executive session per
Idaho Code 74-206(1)(b), personnel. It was seconded and carried with a unanimous roll call vote.
4:31 P.M. – Return to open session.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present. Also present was Colin Tiernan, representing the Times-News.
Memorandum of Understanding for Lava Ridge Wind Project: Mike Seib advised about
signing a Memorandum of Understanding with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
regarding a proposed Lava Ridge Wind Project. The Commissioners determined to sign the
document that would establish the roles and responsibilities in preparing a draft and final
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that would analyze and disclose the potential effects of
the project.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to sign the Memorandum of
Understanding between the BLM and Jerome County for the Lava Ridge Project as presented. It
was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
 Executive Session: 4:48 P.M. – A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to go into
executive session per Idaho Code 74-206(1)(b), personnel. It was seconded and carried with a
unanimous roll call vote.
4:53 P.M. – Return to open session.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of December 21,
January 4, and January 7 as read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Approved was Case No.
2021-001.
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5:10 P.M. – Meeting adjourned.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
John Crozier, Vice Chairman

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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