JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, November 9, 2020
PRESENT: Charles Howell, Chairman
Ben Crouch, Vice Chairman
John Crozier, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:05 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier substituted for Commissioner Crouch at a jail construction overseer
meeting; he said the sheriff’s department had a concern about some trim around door jams. He
also reported that construction of the second jail pod was two weeks ahead of schedule.
Commissioner Crouch told the Board he had signed an order the previous week agreeing to an
additional $890 for rewiring in the jail addition so construction could proceed.
Commissioner Howell had spoken with residents about wearing face masks and the long lines
necessary in the motor vehicle department. He reported St. Luke’s hospital would speak with the
Jerome City Council about mandating the public to wear face masks to help reduce the spread of
the coronavirus.
SOLID WASTE FEE WAIVERS
The Board was in receipt of a letter from Southern Idaho Solid Waste regarding fee waivers for
materials taken to the Jerome transfer station and/or the landfill. The Commissioners favored
renewing 100 percent waivers for 2021 for the Jerome County Fair, the Idaho National Guard,
the Snake River Canyons Park, and James Irwin.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to sign the Solid Waste Approved Fee
Waivers as presented by the Waste District. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
MID-SNAKE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
The Board was in receipt of a revised Membership Application from the Mid-Snake Resource,
Conservation, and Development (RC&D) organization that added neighboring counties as
secondary contacts.
The Commissioners approved the draft application and notified Debbie Dane, the chairman of
the RC&D board, of such.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
The Board signed claims for the November 1, 2020, to November 10, 2020, claim cycle as
follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated November 6, 2020, for the Court Bond Trust
and Restitution-Courts Funds, with a grand total of $4,297.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated November 6, 2020, with a grand total of
$185,228.07 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Justice, Indigent,
Revaluation, Waterways, and Auditor’s Trust.
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES (NACO) SCHOLARSHIP
The Commissioners were in receipt of scholarship offers from the National Association of
Counties (NACO) for County employees to attend a virtual Leadership Academy focusing on
skill development for leaders.
 The Board determined to ask Airport Manager Tim Larson to sign up as a participant for
the courses held January 11 through April 16.
APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Commissioners approved Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Christine
McGuire, and Mario Umana.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The board signed leave requests for Brent Culbertson and Deserae Jones.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated November 5, 2020, for the Insurance
Deductible Trust Fund, with a grand total of $2,768.43.
GEORGE OPPEDYK––JAIL CLAIMS
Sheriff George Oppedyk, Emergency Management
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson were present.

Director

Tanya

Stitt,

and

Sheriff Oppedyk explained that the authorization Commissioner Crouch had signed the previous
week was to enable the fans and the lights at the jail to run separately.
The sheriff also said he had reviewed an application for payment from the contractor building a
second pod on the County jail.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to sign the jail claim for $132,649.07 to
Starr Corporation. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
BRENT CULBERTSON––MAINTENANCE REPORT
Brent Culbertson was not able to be present.
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HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present was Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson. Present by speakerphone were Tanya
Stitt, County emergency management director; Linda Montgomery, Health Board chairman;
Dale Layne, Jerome schools superintendent; Dave Davis, Jerome mayor; and Mike Williams,
Jerome city administrator.
Mayor Davis informed that the Jerome City Council would meet the next evening to discuss how
to slow the spread of the coronavirus, with the meeting open to public comments. He said the
Health District and the hospital were pursuing extra avenues in an effort to curb the spread of the
virus.
Commissioner Howell said the Twin Falls County Commissioners are seeking public service
announcements from each of the eight counties in the Health District.
Linda Montgomery referred to an 18-page Situation Report on the coronavirus that she had just
received from the Health District and had e-mailed to the Commissioners. It included a graph
showing an October spike of 4300 cases in Jerome’s Health District in October, which was more
than three times the number of cases in any other month. The report also showed six of the eight
counties in the District (including Jerome County) in the highest or critical risk category.
NANCY MARSHALL––PLANNING AND ZONING REPORT
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall was present. Also present was George
Panagiotou.
Nancy Marshall read from her office written report for the month of October, which included
statistics on finances, building department inspections and projects, and code enforcement as
well as mapping activities and projects and other department activities.
Marshall said she had thanked Larry Hall and Joe Davidson for helping with the True West Beef
hearing held by the Planning and Zoning Commission. She said her office had been busy in
October preparing for two Special Use Permit hearings and the review of the Cook land division.
Marshall expressed regret that her office credit card bill included a late charge and asked for
authority to request the bank to change the due date.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to give Nancy Marshall the authority to
make the due date adjustments on the credit cards under her purview ending with numbers 8570,
4026, and 8109. It was seconded, followed by discussion, and carried with unanimous ayes.
Commissioner Howell asked Marshall about her office’s activity on writing proposed legislation
to create a recreation zone because of George Panagiotou’s interest in the County having such a
zone. Marshall said creating the zone is currently her office’s only legislative activity but that the
office had not addressed the task in October because of other matters with restrictive deadlines.
She explained that the legislation is a long process because a recreation zone affects several
chapters in the Planning and Zoning Ordinance that will need to be changed.
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Marshall said proposed legislation from her office would be submitted to the Planning and
Zoning Commission for a hearing, after which the Commissioners would also hold a public
hearing.
George Panagiotou stated the preservation zone should be removed from his property, and
Marshall said that the zone could not be removed until there is a recreation zone.
Commissioner Howell told Panagiotou that he could submit an application to rezone his property
from the preservation zone to another zone.
 The Board determined to consult its legal counsel later that day to ask whether changing
a zone would help Panagiotou with his plans to develop his property.
Marshall said the Planning and Zoning Commission had formerly initiated proposed legislation,
which removed the burden from the P&Z Office.
 The Board determined to meet with the Planning and Zoning Commission about writing
legislation.
TRACEE McKIM––EQUIPMENT PURCHASE
Tracee McKim was not able to be present; she was added to the November 16 agenda.
Meeting recessed at 11:58 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:18 P.M.
MARIO UMANA––USE OF CONTINGENCY MANAGEMENT (CM) FUNDS FOR
TEAM BUILDING
Juvenile Probation Officer Mario Umana was present.
Mario Umana requested to use grant funds from the Oregon Learning Center for the three
juvenile probation officers in his office who took part in a study of alternative ways to apply
consequences.
The Commissioners agreed to Umana using the funds for employee team building.
The Board discussed credit card late charges for the juvenile probation department and advised
Umana to consult the planning and zoning administrator and the payroll clerk for ways to avoid
the charges.
Umana said the employees in his department were inquiring whether the County would grant any
paid time off for the day after Thanksgiving or Christmas Eve. The Board was in favor of
employees using either comp or vacation time for such absences.
CY LOOTENS––CANVASS OF NOVEMBER 3 GENERAL ELECTION
Deputy Clerk/Elections Specialist Cy Lootens and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson
were present.
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Cy Lootens presented for signature the Jerome County Election Canvass Certification for the
November 3 general election and also showed the Board extra information from the election.
Lootens said seven candidates were on the ballot for United States president. The abstract
showed Democrat Joseph Biden and Republican Donald Trump receiving the most votes, with
Biden receiving 1,893 and Trump receiving 5,734. Lootens noted that there were 17 presidential
write-in candidates, with Howie Hawkins the only candidate receiving any write-in votes, with a
total of 3.
Lootens told the Board that the number of mail-in and absentee votes was greater than the
number of persons who voted on election day. He said 76.75 percent of registered voters voted in
the 2016 general election, with nearly 74 percent voting in 2020, although the total number of
voters in 2020 was greater by 1700 than in 2016.
Other election results showed the election of unopposed Jerome County elected officials
Republican Commissioners Ben Crouch and Charles Howell, Sheriff George Oppedyk, and
Prosecutor Michael Seib.
Unopposed Republican State Senator Jim Patrick and State Representatives Laurie Lickley and
Clark Kauffman prevailed in the Idaho Legislature.
Magistrate Judges Stacey DePew and John Lothspeich were retained, with yes votes for both
judges approximately ten times greater than no votes.
Steven Huettig and Roy Prescott were retained as Northside Soil and Water Conservation
District supervisors.
Jerome County voters retained Laird Stone and Jack Nelsen as trustees for the College of
Southern Idaho, with Janice Mittleider barely prevailing over Doug Howard in Zone 4.
County voters overwhelmingly voted for an Idaho Constitutional Amendment locking in the
number of legislative districts at 35.
Jerome County votes showed that Republican Jim Risch easily surpassed candidates from the
Independent, Democrat, and Constitutional Parties for his seat as United States senator. US
Representative Mike Simpson also prevailed in his seat over Libertarian, Constitutional, and
Democrat opponents.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to accept the abstract of votes for the
November 3 election. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
TIM LARSON AND KENT ATKIN––AIRPORTS REPORTS AND UPDATES
Airport Manager Tim Larson was present. Also present was Kent Atkin, JUB Engineers airports
consultant.
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Kent Atkin reported he had sent a letter of recommendation to the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) regarding bids received on October 13 to rehabilitate the Jerome Airport
runway. He said to expect a grant offer from the FAA, which would require electronic
signatures.
Atkin said he had consulted the Idaho Division of Aeronautics about a grant to overlay the
Hazelton Airport runway. He expected a scope and agreement within two weeks but said the
construction would be done after completion of the Jerome Airport runway rehabilitation in the
spring of 2021.
Atkin offered to help the Commissioners fill out an application with the FAA for reimbursement
to prepare an updated Airport Master Plan.
Tim Larson reported repairs on a tractor at the Jerome Airport were finally complete. He said
trenching to move an electrical panel was on hold because of coronavirus repercussions. Larson
added that work was ongoing to clean out the green shed at the Jerome Airport because the
Airport Advisory Board would like the building demolished.
Larson had received a quote of $81,000 for fuel cabinets at the Jerome Airport and said
installation of them would be an additional expense. Atkin advised that an FAA grant would be
possible but that it would have caveats and strings attached.
 The Commissioners suggested adding the cabinets to the Capital Improvement Plan and
asking the Airport Board its opinion of their importance.
Larson reported annual service on the Airport CAT had revealed damaged hydraulic lines and a
small oil line leak.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to authorize the expenditure of the
hydraulic hose line repair in the amount of $1,527.23. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
 The Board asked that Larson begin an evaluation on the new airport assistant in
preparation of closing his introductory period.
 The Board also asked that Larson enroll in leadership training offered by the National
Association of Counties (NACO) and report to the Board from it at regular intervals.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Van Beek Decision (continued from October 26): Seib advised that a letter to the attorney for
the Van Beek Dairy would be an appropriate response to his address to the Commissioners on
October 26 asking for a no-nuisance waiver on a land division permit. Seib said no conditions
are placed on such permits.
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 Seib stated he would consult the Planning and Zoning administrator again before writing
a draft letter for the Commissioners to sign on November 16.
The Board discussed whether it has the authority to ask for nuisance waivers.
Preservation Zone: Seib counseled about George Panagiotou’s earlier interest in the County
creating a recreation zone in its zoning ordinance. He said Panagiotou could apply for a rezone
of his property that would allow him to develop it, which would be quicker than waiting for the
County to approve a recreation zone.
 Commissioner Crozier said he would send Panagiotou an e-mail advising him of the
attorney’s counsel.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of October 26 as
read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve indigent matters as
recommended by staff. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Dismissed was Case
No. 1920-053.
Meeting adjourned at 3:18 P.M.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Vice Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner
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