JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, October 26, 2020
PRESENT: Charles Howell, Chairman
Ben Crouch, Vice Chairman
John Crozier, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:15 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported from a virtual meeting of the Crisis Center board; directors had
discussed the board’s function after the Center’s transition to the Department of Health and
Welfare rather than the Health District after January 1.
Commissioners Crozier and Crouch had attended a virtual South Central Public Health District
meeting where directors had voted not to mandate wearing masks in public to slow the spread of
the coronavirus. They had also attended a Jerome Chamber of Commerce Business After Hours
meeting.
Commissioner Crouch said he had also watched a Public Health District press conference with
community leaders.
Commissioner Howell reported from a Southern Idaho Economic Development meeting where
he learned the organization had received an award from the national Chamber of Commerce for
its virtual presentations and boxes sent to potential businesses.
Commissioner Howell had attended a Middle Snake Resource Conservation and Development
meeting where discussion was held about boat check stations that have been successful in
preventing quagga mussels from entering Idaho as well as the FireWise program at Big Little
Ranches to protect property owners.
Commissioner Howell attended a Fair Foundation board meeting where members are raising
funds to help with projects at the Fairgrounds.
Commissioner Howell stated he had talked with the Chief Executive Officer of St. Luke’s as
well as with surrounding county officials about mask mandates.
The Board agreed to the admission cost for Commissioner Howell to attend an awards banquet in
Texas where the Jerome Rodeo had been nominated as one of the top five small rodeos in the
United States.
LARRY HALL––TRUE WEST BEEF HEARING OVERFLOW
Present were Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall and Assistant Kacie Buhler.
Also present were Larry Hall and Joe Davidson, representing Jerome 20/20.
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As executive director of the Jerome 20/20 economic development group, Larry Hall explained
how he could provide cameras, projectors, and screens so that persons could testify at a Planning
and Zoning (P&Z) Commission meeting that evening from three different rooms in order to
comply with social distancing recommendations.
Joe Davidson stated that all persons who would like to testify would need to have the opportunity
to do so in order for the P&Z Commission to consider whether to issue a Special Use Permit
(SUP).
Nancy Marshall told the Board that the applicants would like anyone voicing opposition to the
SUP to have priority in testifying at the hearing. She stated that letters received in support of the
SUP application had not addressed how it meets ordinance standards and that her office was not
encouraging the letter writers to testify. She said she had not received any written opposition.
 The Commissioners approved using their boardroom as well as a former jury room in
addition to the Jack Nelsen Meeting Room for the discussed public hearing. Hall said that he
would provide persons to monitor the extra meeting rooms.
NANCY MARSHALL AND MIKE SEIB––ORDINANCE REVIEW
Present were Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall and Assistant Kacie Buhler as
well as Attorney Mike Seib.
The Commissioners discussed the ordinance supporting a land division permit issued to the Van
Beek Dairy by the Planning and Zoning Office.
Nancy Marshall told the Commissioners that the dairy would be asking them to review the
decision to issue a land division permit.
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present.
Commissioner Crozier said the Van Beeks would be requesting a no-nuisance clause, to which
Marshall agreed.
Mike Seib stated the Van Beeks’ address to the Commissioners later that day would not be an
appeal, but rather an address to the Commissioners as supervisors of the Planning and Zoning
Office. He said there could be a condition issued for the land division permit.
Marshall stated the County does not have nuisance waiver and that Idaho is a buyer-beware, not
a disclosure, state. She said that it does not appear that the Van Beeks are objecting to the
decision from her office.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
The Board signed claims for the October 14, 2020, to October 31, 2020, claim cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated October 23, 2020, for the Indigent Fund, with
a grand total of $1,191.64.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated October 22, 2020, for the Justice and Indigent
Funds, with a grand total of $41,306.97.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated October 23, 2020, for the Court TrustOdyssey, Court Bond Trust, and Restitution-Courts Funds, with a grand total of $7,859.32.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated October 23, 2020, with a grand total of
$164,629.11 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, Revaluation, and
Auditor’s Trust.
APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Board approved Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Tim Larson, Nancy
Marshall, Christine McGuire, and Mario Umana for the October 11, 2020, through October 24,
2020, payroll cycle.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed leave requests for Deserae Jones and Mario Umana.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report for the Insurance Deductible Trust Fund, with a
grand total of $3,505.33.
MICHELLE EMERSON AND BRENT CULBERTSON––TECHNOLOGY PURCHASE
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson and Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson were
present.
Brent Culbertson explained that new card readers were needed at the Judicial Annex Building.
He suggested to purchase them through New Tech Security, which is a local company that does
not install priority equipment or charge mileage for service calls as does Apex, the current
company.
The Board noted that service to the County from New Tech Security has improved and favored
changing companies.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the expense of $4,050 for card
readers from New Tech for the Annex. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present virtually were Tanya Stitt, County emergency management director; Randy Hall, St.
Luke’s emergency management director; Linda Montgomery, public health district; Dave Davis,
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Jerome mayor; Mike Williams, Jerome city administrator; and Dale Layne, Jerome schools
superintendent.
Randy Hall reported that the Magic Valley was experiencing a surge of coronavirus cases. He
said the St. Luke’s hospitals were challenged at many operational levels and were ceasing
overnight elective surgeries as well as sending pediatric cases to Boise to allow for coronavirus
overflow.
Tanya Stitt said the hospital was working on a panel review with the media and waiting for
Governor Little’s address that week before making any further decisions about the spread of the
virus.
DESERAE JONES––MISDEMEANOR PROBATION REPORT
Misdemeanor Probation Administrator Deserae Jones was present.
Deserae Jones reported the purchase of smaller firearms may not be possible until the spring of
2021. She told the Commissioners that a mental health court in Jerome would be helpful to many
cases and that she would again petition Judge Wildman or the DUI (Driving Under the
Influence) coordinator for the Fifth Judicial District about beginning such a court in Jerome
County.
Jones presented September written statistics from her office, which included 377 persons on
probation and a total of $6,339.01 in fees collected.
MARIO UMANA––JUVENILE PROBATION REPORT
Juvenile Probation Administrator Mario Umana was present.
Mario Umana offered written statistics from his office from September 28, 2020, through
October 25, 2020. They included 68 juveniles on probation and $424.40 collected from fees.
Umana asked that the Board sign the County Annual Juvenile Justice Report to the Idaho
Department of Juvenile Corrections.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to sign the annual report, showing the
breakdown of juveniles in the system since October 2019. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
Meeting recessed at 11:39 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:16 P.M.
DISCUSSION––INVOLVEMENT AND PARTICIPATION ON HEALTH BOARD
Terry Ruby, tri-county noxious weed superintendent, was present. Present by speakerphone was
Linda Montgomery, representing the South Central Public Health District.
Linda Montgomery explained to the Commissioners that the South Central Public Board of
Health is composed of nine voting members, i. e., a county commissioner from Cassia, Blaine,
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Lincoln, Twin Falls, and Gooding Counties as well as three other board members appointed to
represent Jerome, Camas, and Minidoka Counties and a medical consultant.
Montgomery said she represents Jerome County and that the Board of Directors appoints the
district director, who also serves as the board secretary.
TERRY RUBY––NOXIOUS WEEDS REPORT
Tri-county Noxious Weed Supervisor Terry Ruby was present.
Terry Ruby reported the Tri-county Noxious Weed District had received $19,740 from the Idaho
State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) as a first payment from a cost share grant. He said the
District would not be requesting another State grant but would ask for the bio-control contract.
Ruby said each of the three counties in the weed district would receive a $20,000 rebate from
unused funds.
Ruby stated he would reply to the ISDA with a plan for the treatment of control species
identified during the agency’s onsite inspection of properties belonging to Sergio Arroyo, Jim
Meeks, Ryan Owens, Cooks, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), and the Northside Canal
Company.
Ruby said the District had treated noxious weeds on 300 acres owned by the Union Pacific
Railroad and needed more funding from the BLM for killing weeds on its land.
The Idaho Weed Conference will be virtual and an organic farmer representative will address the
Weed Board at its next meeting about a concern of what chemicals the highway districts use,
according to Ruby.
TIM LARSON––AIRPORTS REPORT
Airports Manager Tim Larson was present.
Commissioner Howell commented that the Jerome Airport grounds look more attractive than in
the past.
Tim Larson updated the Board on the Jerome Airport tractor repair, trenching to proceed a new
apron design, and expected fuel cabinet quotes. He said the Jerome Airport would increase the
price of its jet fuel.
In regard to cleaning out the green shop, Larson said some of the bigger equipment would have
to be moved.
LUKE PAPEZ––LAVA RIDGE WIND PROJECT
Luke Papez and Amy Schutte were present, representing the Lava Ridge Wind Project.
Luke Papez offered information to the Commissioners about a wind generation project planned
in Jerome County five miles east of Highway 93. He said the private company was collecting
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baseline environmental data and that groundwork would begin before June of 2021. He told the
Board that the wind industry could get production tax credits until 2024.
Commissioner Howell asked how the project would benefit local communities. Papez said the $1
billion dollar investment would add millions of dollars to the local economy just in goods and
services to be purchased during its construction phase. He added that the project would create 20
permanent jobs and add over $4 million in tax revenue.
Papez said the project could take up to two years to construct.
VAN BEEK LAND COMPANY––REVIEW OF COOK LAND DIVISION DECISION
Present were Planning and Zoning (P&Z) Administrator Nancy Marshall and Assistant Kacie
Buhler. Also present were Rob Williams, attorney for Van Beek Dairy; Tyson Cook, Cook
Realty; Larry Boz, Van Beek Dairy; and Gilbert Hurtado, Triple Howell Dairy.
Rob Williams stated that his client did not object to the issuance of a land division permit but
rather was requesting that a nuisance waiver be a condition of the permit.
Williams then read from the County zoning ordinance pertaining to Commissioner reviews,
stating that the Board of Commissioners is to assume the role of P&Z administrator.
Williams gave the Board an agreement he had offered to Cook Realty to resolve its dispute about
the land division. He said he believed signing it would be a reasonable request considering all the
laws a dairy is required to follow.
Tyson Cook stated he did not object to signing an agreement but preferred a one-page document
used by Twin Falls County rather than the 11 pages presented by Williams.
Williams explained that the agreement he presented was longer than the Twin Falls waiver
because Jerome County does not have a nuisance waiver in its zoning ordinance that would
support a shorter agreement.
Larry Boz said that dairies need an agreement to protect them from nuisance claims.
 The Commissioners determined to consult their legal counsel and possibly issue a
decision by November 16.
The outside visitors were excused.
Marshall advised of some questions the Board could ask of its legal counsel.
BOARD DISCUSSION––ALTERNATIVE IDEAS FOR MANDATORY MASK
REQUIREMENTS
Commissioner Howell said the Board’s scheduled discussion of mask wearing was a moot point
because Governor Little had rolled the State back to a modified Idaho Rebounds Stage 3
economy reopening earlier that afternoon.
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MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
It was not necessary to meet with the Board’s legal counsel.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of 19 as read. It
was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Dismissed was Case No.
1920-053.
Meeting adjourned at 4:50 P.M.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Vice Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner
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