JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, October 19, 2020
PRESENT: Charles Howell, Chairman
Ben Crouch, Vice Chairman
John Crozier, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported from a Fair Board meeting that directors were vetting applicants
for fair manager.
Commissioner Howell stated he had met with Arlen Blaylock, who is the director of the Twin
Falls and Jerome hospitals, and that he would speak with the Commissioners that day about
curbing the spread of the coronavirus.
Commissioner Crouch had participated as a board member at a meeting of the Jerome Chamber
of Commerce. Following the meeting, directors had met in a luncheon meeting with College of
Southern Idaho President Dean Fisher and Jerome School Superintendent Dale Layne.
All three Commissioners had met with the County emergency management director and the St.
Luke’s emergency manager about the spread of the coronavirus.
SIGN TWIN FALLS COUNTY DETENTION AGREEMENT
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to sign the Detention Center Housing
Agreement with Twin Falls County. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
SIGN LINCOLN COUNTY DETENTION AGREEMENT
A corrected copy of a detention agreement with Lincoln County was not available.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of October 13 as
read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS FOR FY 2019-20
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to sign the remaining claims for FY 201920. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated October 15, 2020, with a grand total of $30,
703.45 for the following funds: General, Justice, Revaluation, Waterways-Sheriff Patrol,
Auditor’s Trust, and Jail Commissary Commission.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Commissioners discussed whether to meet on the day after the Martin Luther King holiday
in January.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier not to meet on January 19, 2021. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
The Board signed a Direct Deposit Detail with a grand total of $144,738.78 and a Payroll Claims
Approval by Fund with a grand total of $319,690.83, both dated October 14, 2020, for the
September 27, 2020, through October 10, 2020, payroll period.
Commissioner Crouch signed a Catering Permit for the South Hills Bar & Grill, LLC, Hansen, to
be used October 24, 2020, from 3 P.M.-1 P.M. at the Risk Barn.
GEORGE OPPEDYK AND MARISELA IBARRA––JAIL ADDITIONS
Present were Sheriff George Oppedyk, Jail Administrator Marisela Ibarra, and
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson. Also present was Jeff Russell, Starr Corporation.
Commissioner Howell asked about a proposal to expend additional funds in adding to the County
jail.
Jeff Russell explained that a sub-contractor had ordered excess materials, which the County had
purchased. He said the price of installing the metal would be $96,000 or $125,000 if adding
stairs.
 The Board agreed that, in light of a tight budget year, it would be best to store the metal
indoors for use in building a third jail pod in the future.
MIKE TYLKA––SNAKE RIVER CANYONS PARK REPORT
Mike Tylka, Don Zuck, and Greg Moore were present, representing the Snake River Canyons
Park Managing Board.
Fee Waiver: As president of the Park Board, Mike Tylka said Greg Moore had finished building
a second arbor for the Park and had turned in a building permit to the Planning and Zoning
Department in order to erect the arbor.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to waive the construction permit fee for
the construction of a new arbor at the Emigrant Trail trailhead. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
Report: Tylka reported trail markers and sticker names were in route for the trails in the Park.
He said that the Magic Valley Realtors Association had installed benches overlooking Yingst
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Grade, which provided a good view of the Snake River Canyon. He added that Park Board
member Lexie Roth and Melissa Barry with Southern Idaho Tourism were upgrading Web and
Facebook pages with information about the Park.
Tylka stated making a parking lot at the Roger Morley Arbor was delayed until gravel was
available. He said he would like to add signs on Highway 93 directing travelers to camping
available in the Park but would delay approaching the Department of Transportation until 2021.
Tylka said he was still waiting to hear from the Bureau of Land Management if the County could
expand its proposed camping area in the Park an additional 425 feet to the north.
Tylka asked if the Commissioners had any ideas of a replacement for Kellee Traughber, who had
resigned as secretary of the Park Board. He said board members did not want one of them to
serve in that capacity.
 Commissioner Crozier said he would seek on Facebook for persons who would be
interested in serving in the volunteer position.
SOUTH CENTRAL PUBLIC HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present was Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson. Present by speakerphone were County
Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt, Heritage Academy Business Manager Toni
Carver, Jerome Schools Superintendent Dale Layne, Jerome Mayor Dave Davis, and City
Administrator Mike Williams as well as Josh Jensen and Linda Montgomery representing the
South Central Public Health District.
Josh Jensen reported on the number of coronavirus cases in Jerome County as well as in the
eight-county health district and said one long-term care facility is under investigation about the
virus.
Jensen said the number of cases is alarming and that Jerome County had moved from the
moderate risk (yellow) category to the high risk (orange) category, saying the number of new
cases in the District was averaging 120 per day. He stated the Health District would meet that
week to evaluate three counties that are heading toward the critical risk (red) category.
Jensen also told of the number of ICU (intensive care unit) cases in Twin Falls, Pocatello, and
Boise hospitals and said the Twin Falls hospital is accepting only patient transfers from Jerome
or Wood River hospitals.
In regard to school populations, Jensen reported 19 students and six staff members were infected
with the virus in the Jerome schools and eight students and three staff were infected in the Valley
school district. Toni Carver said Heritage Academy had experienced two persons infected with
the virus, who had been released by their doctors and had returned to school.
Jensen said the Health District was hoping for agreements with providers for antigen rapid
testing to be available for teachers, staff, and students.
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Linda Montgomery said the Health Board of Directors would consider providing funds for
testing.
CHRISTINE McGUIRE––VETERANS AND COMMUNITY GUARDIANS REPORT
Christine McGuire was not able to be present due to a personal emergency.
WALT APPELL––JEROME CEMETERY
Walt Appell and Kellee Traughber were present representing the Jerome Cemetery Maintenance
District.
Jerome Cemetery Lease: Walt Appell told the Board that the Cemetery District is building an
office at the Jerome Cemetery but would like to renew its lease for office space from the County
until the office building is expected to be completed in November.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to renew the lease with the Cemetery
District for office space. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Appell told of some upgrades accomplished at the Cemetery, involving roads, the mausoleum,
concrete, and flagpoles.
Kellee Traughber related some vandalism found at the Cemetery.
Wreaths Across America: Appell requested that the County donate $500, or more, as it had in
2019 for the Wreaths Across America project because the Cemetery would like to be able to put
wreaths on every veteran’s grave at Christmas time.
Commissioner Howell explained that the County makes some unexpected donations but prefers
that the amounts are included in its yearly budgets. He asked that the cemetery district approach
the Board in May or June of 2021 with any donation request for the next fiscal year.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to give the Jerome Cemetery $500 for
Wreaths Across America. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
ARLEN BLAYLOCK––COVID-19 HOSPITAL CAPACITY
Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson
were present. Also present were Arlen Blaylock, director of St. Luke’s Twin Falls and Jerome
hospitals, and Dale Layne, Jerome schools superintendent.
Arlen Blaylock expressed concern about having enough hospital staffing because of the number
of nurses infected with coronavirus. He did not advocate closing down the economy again,
saying he believed masking, social distancing, and hand washing were the best options in
slowing the spread of the virus. He said the community must work together regarding the spread
or the health care system would be overwhelmed. Blaylock added that the three local St. Luke’s
hospitals were again cancelling all elective procedures.
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Commissioner Howell said the Commissioners had been considering how to stand united and
send a different message to the public.
Blaylock suggested to motivate, rather than mandate, the public to take health precautions. He
gave the Board a written model of personal, social, and structural support. Blaylock suggested
setting rules and rewarding businesses that support health precautions. He told the Board that a
person is contagious two or three days before he or she has symptoms.
Dale Layne questioned why the City of Jerome was planning a trunk or treat event with the
spread of the virus increasing. He said there was very little virus spread within the school system
and that his largest dilemma was whether to keep the schools open.
Tanya Stitt advocated keeping the schools open, saying socializing is important.
Blaylock suggested stopping gatherings and implementing a hybrid approach of attending school
and learning online that would allow more social distancing at the school buildings.
TERESA ONEIDA AND ANGIE BRIDGE––CHRISTMAS PARTY
Teresa Oneida and Angie Bridge, representing the Employee Committee, were present.
Angie Bridge stated the 2019 Employee Christmas Party had a good turnout, good food, and was
held in a good environment, where the County had a reservation for a party on December 19. She
then requested that the County again pay for employee dinners.
Teresa Oneida said employees would need to pay for their dinners in advance with
reimbursement at the door because some employees had made reservations the previous year but
did not attend.
The Commissioners agreed to retain the December reservation but cautioned that attendees
would need to wear masks and practice social distancing.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to pay for employee dinners at the
Christmas party. It was seconded and carried, followed by discussion that employees will prepay for their dinners with reimbursement, and carried with unanimous ayes.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present. Also present was Scott Bybee.
The Board was in receipt of a Memorandum Decision reflecting its decision to deny a zoning
change from A-1(Agricultural) to A-2 (Rural Residential) for Tonya Jepson, as requested at a
public hearing on September 28.
Mike Seib commented on the decision he had written following the Board’s discussion after the
hearing.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to sign the Memorandum Decision in the
matter of the Tonya Jepson application to rezone. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
The Board explained “wildcat subdivisions” to Scott Bybee, saying that they had been built in
the County before the current zoning laws.
Meeting adjourned at 2:12 P.M.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Vice Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner
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