JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, September 9, 2019
PRESENT: Charles Howell, Chairman
Ben Crouch, Vice Chairman
John Crozier, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crouch gave a positive report on finances and response times from a Magic
Valley Paramedics meeting. He also said a Jerome Chamber of Commerce Business After Hours
at Elison Dentistry was well attended and that he and Commissioner Crozier were present at a
ribbon cutting for Magic Valley Electric.
Commissioner Crouch told the Board there would be a ceremony at Crossroads Point on Patriot
Day, September 11, and that he would invite the presence of the sheriff’s department.
Commissioner Crozier had reported from the Commissioners on a radio talk show. He had also
responded to questions from a constituent about an event center on Highway 93, which the
Commissioners were to address with their legal counsel that afternoon.
Commissioner Howell had also received a message from a constituent with concerns about the
event center.
Commissioner Howell reported from a SIRCOMM (emergency communications) meeting,
including reports of personnel and system upgrades.
Commissioner Howell told the Board that Southern Idaho Tourism had found an engineering
study on the bridge in the canyon over the Snake River. He said the bridge was unrepairable and
that the cost estimate to replace it was $80,000. The Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board
was to discuss cooperating with Twin Falls County to build a new bridge.
Commissioner Howell reported that a company that cleans up polluted areas had made a
presentation to Jerome 20/20 directors and City of Jerome officials and that he had suggested
two sites to investigate. Region IV Development was to seek grants to help with the pollution
mitigation.
Commissioner Howell also said Jerome 20/20 was pursuing grants to run city water to the Tech
Park east of Jerome.
SIGN CLAIMS
Commissioner Howell signed claims for the August 28, 2019, to September 11, 2019, claim
cycle as follows.
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SIGN MIGLIURI & RODRIGUEZ CONTRACT
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to sign a contract with Migliuri &
Rodriguez for public defender services from October 1, 2019, through September 30, 2021. It
was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
SIGN LETTER TO SENATOR JAMES E. RISCH
The Board signed a letter to Senator James E. Risch in support of constructing a third bridge
joining Jerome and Twin Falls Counties, as they had agreed to on September 3.
SET MEETING FOR A TRI-COUNTY BOARD OF COMMUNITY GUARDIANS
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present.
The Board discussed its procedure to form a tri-county Board of Community Guardians and
determined the Board’s first step would be to submit a joint agreement to Lincoln and Gooding
County Commissioners for their approval.
 Emerson said she would provide documentation from the Twin Falls County Board of
Community Guardians.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed Employee Wage Change forms to increase the salaries of Planning and Zoning
employees Nancy Marshall, Richard Kirsch, Tiffany Razo-Chavez, Denice Carrillo, Kacie
Buhler, Mark Reyes, and Sharde McMillan.
The Board signed Employee Wage Change forms for salary increases for Tim Larson, Brent
Culbertson, Cody Cantrell, Deserae Jones, Tevian Kober, Rick Haberman, George Oppedyk,
Michelle Emerson, Gerald Brant, Michel Seib, Ben Crouch, John Crozier, and Charles Howell.
The Board signed wage increases for Fair employees Tina Miller and Shawna Orgill.
The Board signed wage increases for the following sheriff department employees: Tanya Stitt,
Craig Crouse, Kirsten Howard, Robert Nicholson, Marisela Ibarra, Leticia Beltran, Kelsey
Ordaz, Gary Taylor, Roger Sedlmayr, Sam Roach, Teresa Oneida, John Wood, Matthew
Spencer, David Edwards, Tom Reid, David Olson, Austin Rasmussen, Miguel Noriega, Rick
Scruggs, Michael Guest, Rick Bohling, Matt West, Jason Wethern, Chris McRoberts, and Chad
Kingsland.
The Board signed wage increases for court security sheriffs: Ashley Casey, Dean Dekruyf, Eric
Jackson, Cory Kehrer, Jose Lopez, and Darwin Lenker.
The Board signed wage increase forms for detention deputy sheriffs: Jacob Wing, Karen Van
Holland, Trey Treasure, Troy Tolman, Brad Sawyer, Desea Lance, Robert Hass, Edward
Huapaya, Clinton Guest, Tyson Demaray, Austin Dixon, Tasha Crouse, Dakotah Cross, Colton
Crockett, Tori Alvarez, Johnethan Davis, Lorin Thompson, and Makaylee Booth.
The Board signed a wage change form for Deputy Sheriff James Ridgway for a change in rank.
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Commissioner Howell signed four Catering Permits for the South Hills Bar & Grill, Hansen, to
be used September 14, 2019, from 3 P.M.-1 A.M.; September 21, 2019, from 2 P.M.-1 A.M.; October
5, 2019, from 3 P.M.-1 A.M., and October 6, 2019, from 1 P.M.-1 A.M., all to be used at The Risk
Barn.
Commissioner Howell signed a Catering Permit for the Iron Horse Saloon, Shoshone, to be used
September 14, 2019, from NOON to 6 P.M. at 402 DC Circle, Jerome,
The Board signed a Retail Alcoholic Beverage License for the Family Dollar, Inc., dba Family
Dollar 26776, Jerome.
The Board signed a Direct Deposit Detail dated September 5, 2019, with a grand total of
$125,794.26 and a Payroll Claims Approval By Fund with a grand total of $304,331.72, both for
the August 18, 2019, through August 31, 2019, payroll period.
STEVE HINES––EXTENSION OFFICE REPORT
Extension Educator and County Chair Steve Hines and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle
Emerson were present.
Report: Steve Hines presented a written report of activities in the University of Idaho extension
office during August. It included his efforts as well as the pursuits of Gretchen Manker as the
Family and Consumer Sciences (FCS) educator; Celia Villacana as the nutrition advisor for Eat
Smart Idaho; and Tina Miller as the 4-H coordinator. Hines said the County Fair held the first
week of August ran smoother than he had remembered in the last 20 years.
University of Idaho Standard Operating Agreement: Hines discussed with the
Commissioners a Cooperative Agreement for University of Idaho Extension Programs that the
University had prepared for counties to sign, which included a yearly budget agreement.
Michelle Emerson said the agreement spelled out procedures the County was already
implementing except for the request to notify the University risk manager of any liability claim
regarding a vehicle.
 The Board determined it would consult its legal counsel before signing the document.
Comp Time: Hines requested that the Board again allow the 4-H coordinator to accumulate
more comp hours and carry over more into the next fiscal year than is allowed in the Employee
& Supervisor Manual. He said that fair activities require additional work hours but that the
coordinator had accumulated fewer comp hours during the current year than in the previous one.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to grant the request of Steve Hines that
the 4-H coordinator be allowed to accumulate 100 hours of comp time and carry over 60 hours
into the FY 2020-21 budget, with the coordinator carrying no more than 40 hours comp time into
Fair Week. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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BRENT CULBERTSON––MAINTENANCE REPORT
Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson were
present.
Brent Culbertson gave the Commissioners architectural drawings for a maintenance shop
previously approved by the Board. He said Idaho Power had approved the location and that the
property had been surveyed. He expected completion of the building by September 30.
 Commissioner Crouch asked that Culbertson remove dead trees at the jail complex.
GEORGE OPPEDYK––REIMBURSEMENTS
Sheriff George Oppedyk, Chief Deputy Sheriff Gary Taylor, Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle
Emerson, and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim were present.
Sheriff George Oppedyk presented an agreement with the City of Hazelton for the County to
provide the City’s law enforcement. He said it was the same agreement currently under contract.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to sign a law enforcement agreement with
the City of Hazelton. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
 The Sheriff reminded the Board that the training room at the jail was in need of a phone,
and Tracee McKim said she was seeking a price quote.
McKim presented figures showing retirement and Social Security costs for transporting prisoners
for the Marshals Service, providing sheriff deputies at Fairgrounds events, and for the drug
interdiction grant. She suggested reducing the amount paid to the deputies or increasing the
amount allowed for their salaries in order to pay for the benefits.
 Sheriff Oppedyk said he would add $5 to the deputy salaries and also increase the amount
of the drug interdiction grant reimbursement by 22 percent. The Board determined adjustment
was not necessary for the Marshals Service, but the sheriff said he would track the Service’s
expenses over the next year.
The Commissioners asked the sheriffs if their department uses the services of the Crisis Center in
Twin Falls because the Center was requesting monetary support from Jerome County. They said
they use the Center approximately eight or ten times a year but that the sheriff’s department
could probably obtain the same services elsewhere in Twin Falls.
Sheriff Oppedyk expressed he believed the County should have some control over the Center if it
monetarily supports it.
Deputy Taylor informed the Board of gas prices for sheriff vehicles. He said the County would
need to have the ability to store fuel in order to pay the lowest price.
The Board asked if the sheriff’s office had received complaints about an event center on
Highway 93, and the sheriffs said they had written some tickets there.
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Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall was present.
Nancy Marshall apprised the Board that her office manages the County’s mass gathering
ordinance but does not enforce it.
NANCY MARSHALL––PLANNING AND ZONING REPORT
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall was present.
Nancy Marshall expounded briefly on her monthly written report of activities in her office. She
asked the Board its desire for her office regarding complaints about an event center north of
Jerome, followed by a short discussion.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to request that the Planning and Zoning
Department investigates the reported event center on Highway 93 at 330 North of Jerome. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
 Commissioner Howell asked that Marshall research the legality of tire accumulation at
100 South 100 West of Jerome.
DECISION––PER DIEM AMOUNTS IN THE EMPLOYEE MANUAL
Assessor Rick Haberman was present.
Commissioner Crouch had obtained more information from the Idaho Association of Counties
about per diem reimbursement rates paid to employees. The Board accepted his recommendation
for increasing the amount of reimbursement paid by Jerome County.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to accept the per diem rates for Idaho as
presented by the U.S. General Services Administration for the standard rate to be used for
Jerome County. It was seconded, followed by discussion not to use locally adjusted rates as
listed for Boise, Coeur d’Alene, and Sun Valley/Ketchum. The Motion carried with unanimous
ayes.
A page reflecting the new rates was sent to all employees and replaced as the first page in the
Appendix to the Employee & Supervisor Manual.
Meeting recessed at 11:58 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:25 P.M.
REVIEW EMPLOYEE & SUPERVISOR MANUAL
This reading was continued until September 16.
KOELLE PALLAS––REQUEST TO CANCEL PROPERTY TAX PENALTIES AND
INTEREST
Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson were present.
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Koelle Pallas explained that she had not received a tax bill because of an incorrect address on the
assessment notice for her new house.
Tevian Ekren-Kober said that after the address was corrected, Pallas had paid overdue taxes as
well as late fees and interest charges.
The Board was in favor of returning the charges for overdue taxes.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to reimburse Koelle Pallas $106.50 out of
the General Fund for penalty and interest because of a billing address error. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
TIM LARSON––AIRPORTS REPORT
Airports Manager Tim Larson was present.
Tim Larson reported that Rocky Mountain Excavation had begun removing leftover items and
hazardous materials from the former weed building at the Jerome Airport in preparation for its
demolition. He said he would seek an update from Scarrow Excavation on when it could
demolish the former terminal.
Larson told the Board the Hazelton Airport runway would be closed for three days, beginning
September 10.
Larson said he had replaced old batteries on two Airport vehicles, one of which needed charged
every day. He was expecting to repair the loader in the new budget year and to replace the broom
attachment.
 2:10 P.M. - A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to go into executive session per
Idaho Code Section 74-206)(1)(b), personnel. It was seconded and carried with a unanimous roll
call vote.
2:28 P.M. - Return to open session.
JAMIE RUPERT––CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS
Fair Manager Jamie Rupert and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson were present.
Jamie Rupert gave the Commissioners an application for a Fair Board director.
Rupert also presented estimates for hand line repairs, arena dirt, and pen panels.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to authorize Jamie Rupert to purchase
underground pressurized pipe and supplies for an irrigation system. It was seconded and carried
with unanimous ayes.
 Commissioner Howell suggested using wheel lines in some locations at the Fairgrounds,
and Rupert said she would obtain prices.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve an expenditure of up to $6,000
for the purchase of sand or dirt for the Jerome County Fair Depew arena floor. It was seconded
and carried with unanimous ayes.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to purchase 14 2W brand panels for use at
the Fairgrounds for $1900. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Rupert told of water line leaks, of which the Commissioners desired to mitigate.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve a BZ Plumbing quote to repair
a potable water line to the horse barn for $2,245. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
Rupert said she was progressing with plans to cover the horse stalls and that she would order a
plaque in recognition of the service of Fair Board Director Bob Humphries, who had submitted a
letter of resignation.
DISCUSSION AND DECISION––CRISIS CENTER
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present.
Commissioner Crozier reported the South Central Public Health District was considering
dropping its contract with the Crisis Center in Twin Falls. The Commissioners considered the
elimination of the District conveying the contract from Health & Welfare to ProActive to provide
services and were in support of such.
 Commissioner Crozier said he would communicate with the Health District to determine
Jerome County’s role in the Crisis Center operation.
LETTER REGARDING CONVEYANCES FROM THE BLM
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present. Also present was Don Zuck,
representing the Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board.
The Board had composed a draft letter to Congressman Mike Simpson requesting conveyance of
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land currently leased from the BLM to Jerome County for
the Snake River Canyons Park.
Commissioner Howell said Congressman Simpson’s office had recommended including a
request for land proposed for a gun range, to which Don Zuck agreed.
 The Commissioners discussed requesting the additional property and determined to revise
the letter and sign it on September 10.
STEVE McCRAE––PUBLIC DEFENDER CONTRACT
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present. Also present was Steve McCrae, under
contract with the County for public defender services.
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Steve McCrae told the history of his working for Jerome County. He said his proposed renewal
contract included a six percent increase in order to be consistent with the contract of another
attorney who shares Jerome County public defender duties with him. He explained he did not
realize the other attorney had increased his pay by three percent when he had submitted his
current contract.
Commissioner Howell said another attorney in the public defender office earning the same
amount as McCrae had told the Board he would be satisfied with a three percent increase and
that the County had budgeted for that amount for both attorneys.
McCrae said he would be satisfied with a three percent increase and would submit a revised
contract.
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present.
 Commissioner Howell said the Board would consider a six percent increase in the 202021 budget.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was not present because he was prosecuting a case. Meeting with Seib was
continued until September 10.
APPROVE CLAIMS
Approval of the claims was continued until September 10.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the minutes of September 3 as
read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Approved was Case No.
M019-009. Denied were Case Nos. 1819-120; 1819-119; 1819-118; 1819-112; 1819-093; and
1819-113; dismissed were Case Nos. 1819-084 and 1819-028.
Meeting adjourned at 4:57 P.M.
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Respectively submitted:
______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Vice Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner
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