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JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, August 20, 2018

PRESENT:  Charles Howell, Chairman
Roger Morley, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

Meeting convened at 9: 01 A.M.

Commissioner Roemer was not expected until the afternoon.

COMMISSIONER REPORTS
John Crozier was present.

Commissioner Morley reported he had spoken with Bureau of Land Management representatives
at a meeting of the Snake River Canyons Park Board about accesses and signs. He added that the
Park directors were formulating a five-year plan.

Commissioner Morley had also inspected the cable runs to the fuel island at the Jerome Airport
and had reviewed bills with the phone company and the interim airport manager.

Commissioner Howell reported the Friday night event preceding Joe Mama’s Car Show the
previous weekend had not been well attended.

Commissioner Howell said he had toured Millenkamp’s Dairy in Raft River with Jerome 20/20
directors and said the dairy was an example of an indoor facility of 30,000 cows with no
offensive odor or flies.

Commissioner Howell had also worked with Curtis Maier as the administrator of St. Luke’s
Jerome and the County clerk about a presentation the hospital would give to the Board that day.

SIGN CEMETERY LEASE
John Crozier was present.

The Board was in receipt of a lease with the Jerome Cemetery Maintenance District to rent it
office space in the Courthouse for $1 per year, beginning October 1, 2018, as decided by the
Board on July 30, 2018.

The Board signed the lease, to be given to the secretary of the Cemetery Board for full execution.

APPOINTMENT TO THE MIDDLE SNAKE REGIONAL WATER RESOURCE 
COMMISSION
John Crozier was present.
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The Board was in receipt of a ballot for an appointment to the Mid-Snake Water Resource
Commission. The Lincoln County Commissioners had recommended the appointment of Gary
Bowman to complete the term of Neal Bowman, whose term expires in April of 2022.

 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve Lincoln County’s
recommendation for the Mid-Snake Regional Water Resource Commission. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.

APPROVE ATTENDANCE RECORDS
John Crozier was present.

The Board signed Time Records for the August 5 through August 18 payroll period for Art
Brown, Cody Cantrell, Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Justin McMillan, and Mario Umana.

BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
John Crozier was present.

Commissioner Howell signed a Catering Permit for the Iron Horse Saloon, Shoshone, to be used
August 25, 2018, from 10 A.M. to 2 A.M. at 402 DC Circle, Jerome.

The Board signed leave requests for Justin McMillan (3), Deserae Jones, and Mario Umana.

The Board signed an Employee Wage Change form for Esmeralda Garcia as a new part-time
custodian at the Judicial Annex Building, effective August 16, 2018.

Assessor Rick Haberman was present. He advised the Board that he would be submitting a
request for a tax refund when the tax bills are sent out in November because of a mistake made
in his office; Big Sky had been assessed as a two-story rather than a one-story building.

SHARDE McMILLAN––CNR CONSTRUCTION REFUND
Sharde McMillan, permit technician in the Planning and Zoning Department, was present. Also
present was John Crozier.

McMillan requested the County send a refund to CNR Construction because her office had
discovered that it had left a residential garage zoned commercial.

 A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to refund $79.57 for a planning and
zoning adjustment. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.

CHARRY CUSHMAN––SCHOOL SUPPLY DONATIONS
Payroll Deputy Clerk Charry Cushman was present. Also present was John Crozier.

Cushman sought advice of where to donate school supplies that employees had contributed. The
Board liked Commissioner Morley’s suggestion of giving them to the Rotary Club to include in
Christmas baskets.
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TANYA STITT––EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT REPORT
Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt was present. Also present was John Crozier.

Stitt reported the generator at the Courthouse was in need of almost $2,000 in maintenance and
repairs. She said that Search and Rescue had taken control of the ambulance donated by the
County on August 6; she stated she would use grant funding to purchase radios for the vehicle
and requested to purchase batteries for $355.98 out of the General Fund. Stitt presented written
information from the US Geological Survey (USGS) on flood alert and monitoring and said the
USGS would be willing to meet with the Commissioners with further information.

Stitt said she would be attending IDVOAD (Idaho Volunteer Organizations Active in Disasters)
training September 16-18 in McCall and that her lodging would not be a cost to the County.

Stitt indicated a need to generate more interest in emergency management. She requested to
spend up to $2,000 from the emergency management 689 Contracts-Communications budget line
for supplies for an upcoming safety fair and such things as a 72-hour kit and a power outage box
for a drawing.

 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve up to $2,000 for community
relations from the emergency management budget. It was seconded, followed by discussion, and
carried with unanimous ayes.

Stitt told the Board she had quotes for completing a communications tower at the sheriff’s office.
She said she would discuss the need for approximately $13,000 with the County auditor when
she returned from vacation.

Stitt included in her written report an e-mail from EHM Engineers stating that the tower on
Highway 93 is structurally sound. She said the County would not be using it for sheriff office
communications and recommended donating it to another agency.

 The Board asked that Stitt investigate how to utilize the tower, including use by ham
radio operators.

 Stitt asked the Commissioners to be thinking about what her department could adopt as a
mascot.

Commissioner Howell asked to amend the agenda to include a discussion about the County
Urban Renewal Agency (URA) before its board meeting that week.

 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to amend the agenda to include “URA
Board Discussion.” It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.

URBAN RENEWAL AGENCY BOARD DISCUSSION
John Crozier was present.
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Commissioner Howell reported that Kermit Douglas was resigning from the Urban Renewal
Board of directors and suggested that the Commissioners appoint Steve Huettig from Hazelton.

 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to appoint Steve Huettig for the remainder
of Kermit Douglas’s term, which ends on May 31, 2019. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.

Meeting recessed at 10:48 A.M.

Meeting reconvened at 1:15 P.M. with Commissioners Howell and Morley present.

CURTIS MAIER––AMBULANCE DISCUSSION
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present. Also present were Blaine Patterson, director of
EMS (Emergency Medical Services); Marlys Massey, senior director of patient care; and Curtis
Maier, Jerome administrator (by speakerphone), all representing St. Luke’s Health System.

Patterson told the Board that St. Luke’s had decided it would like the County to fund the
purchase of an ambulance in the current fiscal year rather than FY 2018-19 because an
ambulance at the Jerome station was not worth a new transmission. He said the hospital had
located a demo ambulance equipped as desired that could be delivered by September 30.

Commissioner Howell verified with McKim that the County could take the funds from the
current budget and change the next fiscal year’s proposed budget accordingly.

Maier said the ambulance was available for $235,000 rather than the $250,000 the County had
committed from its next year’s budget on July 30.

Patterson requested a confirmation letter from the County so the hospital could order the
ambulance.

 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the purchase of a demo model
ambulance not to exceed to $235,000, to be received and paid for before September 30, 2018. It
was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.

Massey said St. Luke’s really appreciated the County’s support and cooperation.

 A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to authorize Commissioner Howell to sign
the letter to St. Luke’s. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.

Commissioner Howell said it would be the County’s responsibility to move a heating unit in the
County’s ambulance station in order to house the new ambulance.

1:50 P.M. - Commissioner Roemer was present.
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TEVIAN EKREN-KOBER––MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION (M&O) ERROR
Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober was present. Also present were Mike Praegitzer, Jim Hollifield,
Mike Larsen, and Marie Lickley, Jerome Highway District; Ross Hyatt, City of Jerome finance
director; and Ben Crouch.

Ekren-Kober informed the Commissioners that the M&O (Maintenance and Operation) levy had
been figured incorrectly so that the County had overpaid the Cities of Jerome, Eden, and
Hazelton and had shorted the Hillsdale and Jerome Highway Districts.

Hyatt said the City was willing to pay the Jerome Highway District the amount it had been
shorted, preferably in the current fiscal year, to which Praegitzer agreed.

 Ekren-Kober said she was verifying the amounts owed with the State Tax Commission.

GARY SABIN AND STACEY THOMAS––REPORT OF AMBULANCE CALLS ON 
EAST END OF COUNTY
Present were Stacey Thomas and Gary Sabin, representing Rock Creek Fire District; and Ben
Crouch.

Sabin presented written statistics to the Board showing numbers of ambulance calls to Jerome
County that were responded to by the Rock Creek Fire District, which is part of Twin Falls
County. He said the District’s average response time is 16 minutes, followed by questions from
Commissioner Roemer.

Sabin then requested that Jerome County partially fund the addition of a full-time EMT
(emergency medical technician) at a salary of $48,000 per year.

 Those present discussed determining the amount from each County, and Sabin said he
would also address the Twin Falls County commissioners.

JUSTIN McMILLAN––AIRPORTS REPORT
Interim Airports Manager Justin McMillan and Attorney Mike Seib were present. Also present
was Ben Crouch.

Report: McMillan reported the well pump servicing the ag pits was failing, and the Board
authorized him to call a repairman. He also said Mark Doer would be leasing Lot 6 at the Jerome
Airport. McMillan added that said he had scheduled a firm to locate the rest of the water lines at
the Airport; an Idaho Power service call; and an appointment for maintenance and possible
repairs to the courtesy car.

Construction Proposal from Century Link: The Board signed a Special Construction Proposal
with CenturyLink to remove existing cable and place new cable to the new terminal at the
Jerome Airport for $2,256.22.

Power Line Agreement: This matter, continued from August 13, was not addressed and was
added to the August 27 agenda.
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Loader Update: McMillan said he did not expect another claim to repair the loader because
Western States CAT was replacing a part under warrantee.

MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.

Legal Counsel: The Board determined that Seib would advertise for bids to fulfill the public
defender contracts of Stacey DePew and Brad Calbo, beginning November 1.

Seib advised that he, Clerk Michelle Emerson, and Calbo serve as a committee to study whether
to hire in-house public defenders in FY 2019-20.

Sign Landlord Release and Consent for Precision Aviation: Seib had reviewed the Release
and Consent among Precision Aviation, Banner Bank, and the Board of County Commissioners.

 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to sign the Landlord’s Release and
Consent on behalf of Mark Doer/Precision Aviation. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.

The Board signed the Release and Consent and returned it to Seib to obtain signatures from
Precision Aviation and Banner Bank.

QT POD Fuel Purchase Agreement: Seib advised the Board could sign an agreement with QT
POD to purchase a new fuel server, and the matter was put on the August 27 agenda for signing.

QT POD Subscription Service Agreement: It was determined Seib needed to amend a
Subscription Service Agreement with QT POD, and the matter was put on the August 27 agenda.

 Executive Session: 3:45 P.M. - A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to go into
executive session per Idaho Code Section 74-206(1)(b), personnel. It was seconded and carried
with a unanimous roll call vote.

3:50 P.M. - Return to open session.

 A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley that Commissioner Roemer’s letter by Mr.
Benoit to me should be put in the public record for the public to judge. It was seconded and
carried with Commissioners Morley and Roemer voting aye and Commissioner Howell voting
nay.
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INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to approve indigent matters as presented.

It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Approved was Case No. 1415-001 (amended).
Dismissed was Case No. 1718-056.

Meeting adjourned at 3:53 P.M.

Respectively submitted:

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Chairman

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
Catherine M. Roemer, Commissioner

______________________________
Roger M. Morley, Commissioner




