JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, July 16, 2018
PRESENT: Charles Howell, Chairman
Roger Morley, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:05 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Morley reported from a Tri-County Noxious Weed Control meeting of a two and
one-half percent budget increase to each of the three counties in the weed district. He also said
the district had sent out 217 notices to landowners warning them to eradicate noxious weeds or
the district would spray the weeds and bill them.
Commissioner Morley also reported regarding the County airports. He had conferred with the
former airport consultant and had discussed upcoming grants with the current consultant. He said
the new loader needed repairs and that he had attended the Fly-In.
Commissioner Howell reported updates from a Jerome 20/20 economic development meeting.
He was also part of a SIRCOMM (emergency communications) meeting where a change in radio
frequencies was to eliminate over talking.
Commissioner Howell had attended a Fair Board meeting where members discussed the
upcoming Fair and Parade; he also reported serving on a committee to select two new magistrate
judges.
QUARTERLY JAIL INSPECTION
Commissioner Morley completed the quarterly jail inspection.
LETTER TO ST. LUKE’S
The Board signed a letter to St. Luke’s Jerome regarding the County contract with the hospital to
provide ambulance service.
GARY TAYLOR––REIMBURSEMENT OF BUILDING PERMIT FEES FOR JAIL
Chief Deputy Sheriff Gary Taylor, Deputy Sheriff Chad Kingsland, and Fair Manager Jamie
Rupert were present.
Deputy Taylor asked for professional reciprocity for a bill of $2,249.53 from the City of Jerome
for a building permit fee and a plan review. Bob Wilhelm, BW Electric, had paid the fees in
order to begin construction of a building at the jail complex for secure storage and a maintenance
shop.
 Commissioner Howell said the Board would write a letter to the City administrator to
request a refund of fees.
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Commissioner Howell questioned a claim the sheriff’s office had submitted for gravel. Deputy
Taylor said the gravel had been used for landscaping at the jail yard and had been spread by
inmates.
JAMIE RUPERT––CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
Fair Manager Jamie Rupert was present.
Rupert presented a demand claim in order to pay Idaho Power for bringing power to the
Fairgrounds for RV parking. She said it was necessary to complete the electrical project before
the Fair August 7-11.
Ben Crouch was present.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve a payment to Idaho Power on
behalf of the Fairgrounds, not to exceed $15,000, for infield power for RV expansion. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
The Commissioners discussed the new loader purchased by the County, to be shared between the
Jerome Airport and the Fairgrounds. The Commissioners determined to assign just one operator
at each location and to take repair expenses from both the Airport and the Fair budget lines.
9:30 A.M. - Commissioner Roemer was present.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed Employee Wage Change forms to increase the salaries, due to promotion, of
Deputy Sheriffs Troy Tolman, Cory Kehrer, Rick Scruggs, Chris McRoberts, and Rick Bohling
and to hire Jody Jeske as a reserve patrol deputy.
The Board signed leave requests for Deserae Jones (3) and Brent Culbertson.
TANYA STITT––EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT REPORT
Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt was present. Also present was Ben Crouch.
Stitt recommended that the County relinquish its 700-trunk site to the State Police because of its
cost of maintenance and upgrades and the fact that other agencies with whom the County
communicates do not use the 700 system.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to assign the County 700 radio system to
the Idaho State Police for its use and update. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Stitt also suggested granting the County’s recently built tower to Camas County or to a cell
phone vendor because use of it was not feasible to the County.
 Commissioner Roemer called for determining the structural soundness of the tower, and
Commissioner Howell said to ask an engineering firm to evaluate it.
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 Stitt said she was applying for a grant to fund training and equipment for the County
school districts, with the County and the City to share the cost of matching funds.
Stitt reviewed the rest of her monthly written report, which contained training events and
communications meetings.
MIKE TYLKA––SNAKE RIVER CANYONS PARK
Tylka, chairman of the Snake River Canyons Park Board, was present.
Park Logo and Website Contract: Tylka presented claims for a logo that the Park Board had
approved and a contract for a Park Website.
George Panagiotou was present.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to allow $299 for a logo design and $600
to create a Website for the Snake River Canyons Park, with a $20 a month fee to maintain the
Website. It was seconded, followed by discussion from Commissioner Roemer that a Facebook
page would be more effective and free, and carried with unanimous ayes.
Tylka reported the Park Board was working on establishing a shooting area in the Park and
would be seeking donations of service from Idaho Power and a telephone company.
BUDGET WORKSHOP
Clerk Michelle Emerson, Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim, and Jail Administrator Marisela
Ibarra were present.
Badger Medical vs. Sawtooth Correctional Medicine: The Board discussed a comparison
sheet between a contract with Badger Medical or Sawtooth Correctional Medicine. The latter
offered lower rates and more service.
Deputy Ibarra said the two companies were settling a legal matter but that their actions would not
affect service to the County.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve Sawtooth Correctional
Medicine for Jerome County jail medical services for the year 2018-19. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
Deputy Ibarra was excused.
Workshop: Emerson said her office was waiting for a budget request from SIRCOMM
(emergency communications).
The Board discussed budget requests from the Office of Emergency Management.
Commissioners Roemer and Morley agreed to limit the addition of an employee to a part-time
position, to be re-evaluated in one year. The Board discussed the 21 percent salary increase
requested for the director and determined her salary would mirror the Board’s decision to budget
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for seven percent increases for employees earning less than $40,000 per year and five percent for
those over $40,000.
The Commissioners discussed the eleven percent salary increase requested for sheriff department
employees. Commissioner Roemer favored the same formula used for other employees, but
Commissioners Morley and Howell agreed on the requested increase.
The Board agreed to maintain $100,000 in the Fair Capital budget line for FY 2018-19.
 It was determined the clerk’s office would bring new numbers for the proposed budget on
July 23 and that there was no need for a budget workshop on July 17. Commissioner Roemer
asked that the clerk’s office bring the savings after department heads had revised their “B”
budgets according to historical use.
Meeting recessed at 11:25 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:15 P.M. with Commissioners Roemer and Morley present and
Commissioner Roemer presiding. Commissioner Howell had been called to an electrical
emergency.
DIANE POSTON––EXCESSIVE NOISE FROM THE FAIRGROUNDS
Present were Bob Ward, Chris Ward, Phyllis Lasey, Echo Stuhlberg, Diane Poston, Shali Anter,
Laun Allison, LeRoy Turpin, and Marlene Turpin.
Poston presented the Board with a petition signed by 37 County residents asking the
Commissioners and the Fair Board to regulate noise from Fairground events. It asked that the
sound from any event not exceed 60 decibels and that events begin after 12 P.M. and last not more
than six hours; the exception would be the County Fair.
Poston told the Board the Fair Board had controlled excessive noise after she had addressed the
Commissioners and the Fair Board about it in 2014 but that the noise level had become
intolerable again beginning the previous August. She said she had received a letter from the
chairman of the Fair Board last year stating that the Board was not going to monitor the noise
level. She asked that the County remedy the noise problem on a permanent basis.
Poston said that on July 3 she had petitioned the City of Jerome to change its noise ordinance.
Stuhlberg stated she lived one mile from the Fairgrounds and could understand the words
broadcast through the microphone at the rodeo arena, except during rodeo events.
Chris Ward said the irritation was someone screaming and hollering into a microphone, with the
speakers pointed toward adjoining neighborhoods. She suggested events other than the rodeo not
be allowed to use the rodeo podium.
 Commissioner Roemer said the noise level needed to be under control and that the Board
would ask the fair manager to address the Commissioners on July 23.
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Commissioner Roemer asked to preserve the petition presented in the record of the meeting.
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SCOTT AND/OR TRACY MORT––LIEN SETTLEMENT, CASE NO. 0708-126
Social Services Director Kim Drury was present. Also present was Tracy Mort representing
Indigent Case No. 0708-126.
Mort offered a $2,000 settlement on a $5,000 debt in order to remove a County lien so that she
could purchase property.
Drury said that a bankruptcy declared by the Morts complicated a settlement agreement and that
the County had turned the debt over to a collection agency. She said the County had a judgement
against the Morts that had not been set aside in their bankruptcy.
It was determined that Mort could pay $2,000 to the collection agency in order for the County to
release the lien.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Roemer to accept the settlement offer of $2,000
on Indigent Case No. 0708-126 as presented. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
LINDA MONTGOMERY––HEALTH DISTRICT FACILITIES
Present were Linda Montgomery, chairman of the Health District Board of Directors and Jerome
County representative on the Board; Melody Bowyer, Health District Director; and Eric Myers,
business operations for the District.
Montgomery informed the Commissioners that Family Medical Health Services would like to
rent nursing facilities in the Jerome office of the South Central Health District. She expressed
concern that four days a week might limit the services provided by the District.
Bowyer said access to the District’s Jerome nursing facilities once a week would be sufficient for
its needs. She said Health Services was asking to use a quarter or third of the building on a
temporary basis and that the Health Board of Directors would make the decision whether to rent.
Commissioner Morley said Health Services was bringing services as well as rental funds to the
District, and Commissioner Roemer advised to proceed with caution.
Easement: Myers informed the Board of additional easement requests from the City of Jerome
on East Avenue H and Tiger Drive.
3 P.M. - Commissioner Howell was present.
DISTRICT COURT––BUDGET PRESENTATION
Clerk Michelle Emerson and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim were present. Also present
were Shelli Tubbs, Fifth Judicial District Trial Court Administrator; and Judges Butler and
Wildman.
Judge Butler said the budget lines for drug and DUI court coordinators were no longer necessary
because the State now pays the coordinators. He asked for an increase in wages for the law clerk
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because the salary was exceeding the 2017 budgeted amount; he also asked that the County offer
the clerk a percentage raise commensurate with other employee raises.
Judge Butler submitted adjustments to the original budget request he had given to the clerk’s
office. He had increased travel expenses for the law clerk because expenditures had exceeded
what was in the budget line for the current year and because the clerk may need to use his
personal vehicle for court business.
The judge also requested an increase in a software contract with Westlaw because of the new
magistrate as well as increases in the Spanish interpreter salary and the capital-buildings line.
Judge Butler said he had decreased requests in his “B” budget by $38,150, with decreases for
Odyssey training, a copy machine, utility expenses, postage, juror fees, and court reporting; he
said the cleaning supply line was no longer necessary because the clerk had created a new budget
category for building and grounds maintenance.
Ben Crouch was present.
Tubbs said the State had allotted the Fifth District an additional $10,000 for interpreting, which
she said the court would use for special circumstances. She stated the court had appreciated the
Odyssey training accommodations provided by Jerome County and the financial support for an
additional magistrate judge.
Judge Wildman informed the Board the Idaho Supreme Court had funded a consultant to be
available for assessing compliance with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements.
ARES/RACES UPDATE
Tanya Stitt, Emergency Management director, was present. Also present were ARES/RACES
representatives Terry Fletcher, Kelly Klaas, and Lorend “Dunk” Layton as well as Ben Crouch.
Fletcher said the ARES/RACES ham radio operators club desired space on the County’s newest
tower for its repeater and had entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with the County in
November of 2017 but that the operators had been surprised to learn that they were not in good
standing with the County.
Stitt stated there were requirements for ham radio operators and that the County would not be
able to use its tower. She also said being called a liar by one of the radio operators was not good
business.
It was determined that Stitt and the operators had a difference of opinions.
Commissioner Roemer said erecting the tower was an extensive and expensive endeavor and that
she could not imagine that the County would have pursued a useless tower. She recalled that
both Stitt and the County sheriff had said that ham radio operators are an asset to the County.
Fletcher said a repeater would reach to the eastern end of the County.
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Stitt reiterated the tower was not of any use to the Office of Emergency Management nor to the
Sheriff’s Department.
Discussion was held about CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) training that was
addressed in the Memorandum of Understanding with the County. Stitt said CERT certification
provides extra knowledge about emergency responses and allows those certified to be covered by
Workmen’s Compensation.
Fletcher said the ARES/RACES organization had equipment functioning in a minimal fashion in
the building at the tower and an antenna on a short separate tower.
Commissioner Howell asked if there were a possibility of grant funding for an antenna and
equipment on the tower, and Stitt said there was.
The Board assured the ham radio operators that the MOU was in effect and that ARES/RACES
was in good standing with the County. Layton apologized for saying anything to Stitt that had
been inappropriate.
 It was determined ARES/RACES members would check in and out with the sheriff’s
office to access the tower site and that Stitt would provide them a key to the site.
JUSTIN McMILLAN––AIRPORTS REPORT
Interim Airports Manager Justin McMillan was present.
McMillan reported the Jerome Airport Fly-In on July 14 had provided 34 flights from one pilot.
He believed other pilots did not fly because of new Federal Aviation Administration
requirements.
McMillan said Jody Hawkins wanted to build a large hangar on ten spaces at the Airport. He also
presented the Board a quote from Liberty Spraying for ground sterilant, which he said would be
helpful for the next growing season. McMillan said the first-aid kit at the Airport was in need of
restocking, and the Board advised him to visit with Deputy Clerk Jeri Wilson, who purchases
supplies for County kits.
McMillan asked if Garth Baker would be eligible for a discount on the fuel he purchases from
the Airport.
 Commissioner Roemer asked that McMillan provide the amount of fuel Baker purchases
compared to the ag spray operators.
McMillan said CAT estimated it would cost $3800-$4000 to repair the loader. Commissioner
Roemer said the Airport has priority use of the loader over the Fairgrounds.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to authorize the expenditures to repair the
loader for the Airport/Fairgrounds. It was seconded, followed by discussion to split the
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expenditure with the Fair, and carried with unanimous ayes. Commissioner Morley was not
present.
McMillan presented mileage he had driven since becoming the interim Airports manager.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve mileage expenditures for
Airport duties for Justin McMillan prior to the item being brought before the Board. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Commissioner Morley was not present.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to approve the minutes of June 26 and
July 2 as presented. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to follow staff recommendations
regarding indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Dismissed was
Case No. 1718-025.
Meeting adjourned at 4:45 P.M.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
Catherine M. Roemer, Commissioner

______________________________
Roger M. Morley, Commissioner
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