JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, June 24, 2019
PRESENT: Charles Howell, Chairman
Ben Crouch, Vice Chairman
John Crozier, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:05 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crouch reported from a Jerome 20/20 board meeting. He said the organization’s
executive director had visited the eastern part of the United States to promote economic
development in Jerome County and would be reporting to the Commissioners in July.
Commissioner Howell had participated in two SIRCOMM (emergency communications)
meetings. He related that the board of directors had decided to split the deputy director position
between two employees who were already covering the duties. He said a new director would
begin on July 15, contingent on a background check.
Commissioner Howell had also attended a Jerome Chamber of Commerce After Hours event at
D. L. Evans Bank and horse races at the fairgrounds, which he said were well attended.
Commissioner Crozier had spoken at a Veterans of Foreign Wars Flag Day Observance and had
attended Business After Hours.
BRENT CULBERTSON––SHERIFF OFFICE REMODEL
Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson were
present.
Brent Culbertson brought a proposal and explained remodeling desired by the sheriff’s office.
Michelle Emerson advised where to take the money from the budget.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to accept the proposal from Liberty
Financial Services to do the necessary work on the countertops and partition walls at the sheriff’s
office for $3600. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Board signed Employee Time Records for Cody Cantrell, Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones,
and Mario Umana for the June 9, 2019, through June 22, 2019, payroll period.
SIGN CLAIMS
Commissioner Howell signed claims for the June 12, 2019, to June 25, 2019, claim cycle as
follows.
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DECISION––TAX EXEMPTION FOR FAMILY HEALTH SERVICES
The Commissioners were in receipt of a signed Property Tax Exemption application as a followup from a request made by Family Health Services (FHS) on June 17. Attached were audited
financials, the closing statement for land purchased by FHS, and a letter from the Internal
Revenue Service regarding non-profit status.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the tax exemption application
for Family Health Services. It was seconded, followed by discussion that it should be reviewed
every year, and carried with unanimous ayes.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed Retail Alcoholic Beverage Licenses to the following: S. Harper dba The Snug
Bar and Grill, Eden; Landmark of Hazelton, Inc., dba Landmark of Hazelton, LLC, Hazelton;
Natalie L. Cortez dba Si Senor Taqueria, Jerome; Larry Tucker dba Honker’s Mini Mart,
Jerome; John & Nina Hollifield dba Mountain View Barn, LLC, Jerome; Clarisa Sandoval dba
Cheverria’s, Jerome; Jose Perez Marin dba Garibaldis Mexican Restaurant, Jerome; and Snake
River Elks Lodge #2807 dba Snake River Elks Lodge #2807, Jerome.
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change form for Jordan VanDyk as a seasonal part-time
4-H Assistant.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report for the Insurance Deductible Trust dated June 18,
2019, with a grand total of $3,241.86.
CODY CANTRELL––VETERANS REPORT
Veterans Service Officer Cody Cantrell was present.
Cody Cantrell spoke from his written recap of veteran services he had rendered from May 28,
2019, to June 24, 2019. His statistics included 31 office visits, calls to a home and a care center,
two Idaho Veterans Service representative visits, and three community outreaches.
Cantrell also reported on his progress in establishing a Board of Community Guardians. He said
he had one and maybe two volunteers and had attended a board meeting in Twin Falls. Cantrell
stated he planned to visit the commissioners of Lincoln and Gooding Counties in August to seek
establishing a tri-county board.
ERIC WELLS––SAWTOOTH CORRECTIONAL MEDICINE CONTRACT
Present were Jail Administrator Marisela Ibarra, Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, and
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim. Also present was Eric Wells, president of Sawtooth
Correctional Medicine (SCM).
Eric Wells presented a letter introducing his company and proposing to continue providing
medical services for jail inmates in FY 2019-20. He said there would be no increase from the
$225,000 current yearly contract.
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Deputy Ibarra said the sheriff’s office was pleased with the services of SCM and answered Board
questions about protocol used in administering treatment.
Commissioner Howell asked about the prevalence of opioid overuse, and Wells said his
company could track the number of cases diagnosed.
The current contract is valid through September 30, 2019.
DISCUSSION AND DECISION––FAIR BOOTH
The Commissioners discussed whether to purchase the food booth inside the rodeo grounds.
They had questions about such a purchase and determined to consult their legal counsel that
afternoon.
MIKE TYLKA––SNAKE RIVER CANYONS PARK UPDATE
Mike Tylka, chairman, and Greg Moore and Don Zuck members of the Snake River Park
Managing Board, along with the board secretary, Kellee Traughber, were present.
Mike Tylka reported the Park Board had tacitly approved Jerry Young’s proposal for a cultural
center at the entrance of the Park. He said there would be space in the building for a County
exhibit.
Tylka stated the Park Board would like to gravel a road leading to a parking lot for a future
overlook.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to authorize the Park Board to spend
$11,000 towards beginning the Ricketts Memorial Road. It was seconded, followed by
discussion that it would extend about 350 feet of the 831-foot total, and carried with unanimous
ayes.
Don Zuck stated he had given a presentation about the Park to the Jerome Highway District but
that the District provides no winter and limited summer maintenance to the 700 East Road.
MIKE HARRISON––CITY OF JEROME EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present. Also present were City of Jerome Fire
Department Chief Mike Harrison and Mayor Dave Davis.
Mike Harrison presented paperwork showing projected Emergency Medical Services (EMS)
expenses for the Jerome City Fire Department as well as information about its responses to EMS
calls.
Mayor Davis said the City Fire Department serves as a quick response unit because the St.
Luke’s paramedics asked that the Department as well as the paramedics respond to emergencies.
He said as a result, the Department is incurring costs that it cannot recover.
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Mayor Davis asked that the County recoup the City Fire Department $50,000 a year, up from
$20,000 from the current budget. He said 70 percent of County emergency calls are within the
City.
Mayor Davis explained why the City believes that the Magic Valley Paramedics need one or two
more ambulances. He said the primary ambulance housed in Jerome is used on a daily basis for
transporting, leaving residents vulnerable to the availability of an ambulance.
 The Commissioners were to consider the City’s request during their budget workshops in
July.
Meeting recessed at 12:05 P.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:17 P.M.
REVIEW EMPLOYEE MANUAL
The Commissioners reviewed the Employee & Supervisor Manual, beginning on Page 25,
“Nepotism,” and continuing to Page 28, Section 2.8 County Records.
JUDGE WILDMAN AND SHELLI TUBBS––DISTRICT COURT BUDGET
PRESENTATION
Present were Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim.
Also present were Shelli Tubbs, Fifth Judicial District Trial Court Administrator; Judges
Rosemary Emory and Eric Wildman, and Law Clerk Stetson Holman.
Shelli Tubbs reviewed budget requests for the District Court II Fund for FY 2019-20, which
included significant decreases in the Capital lines because the majority of remodeling at the
Judicial Annex Building was complete. Other decreases were in Wages (slight), Utilities,
Postage, Contracts-court reporting, and Contracts-Trial Court.
Tubbs requested fund increases for Medical Insurance, Contingency, Digital Imaging, ContractWestlaw, and Court-Interlock.
Tubbs informed the Board that the Idaho Supreme Court would provide a consultant without
charge to assess whether the Judicial Annex Building was compliant with the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA).
 The Board agreed that it would like an assessment, and signing a letter of request to the
Supreme Court was added to the July 1 agenda.
TIM LARSON––AIRPORTS REPORT
Airports Manager Tim Larson was present.
Report: Tim Larson reported he had not received a written report from asbestos testing in two
buildings slated for demolition at the Jerome Airport despite many messages he had left for the
company that had done the testing.
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 The Commissioners determined that Larson should seek another company to do the tests.
Larson reported repairs he had completed repairs to the high-speed gas reel at the Jerome Airport
and had remediated quickly a small fuel spill. The Board discussed with Larson preparations for
the annual Fly-In scheduled for July 20.
Larson recommended delaying repairs to the Hazelton Airport runway until September because
July and August are busy months for the ag sprayers who use that airport.
Parachute Demonstration: Larson said Precision Aviation had agreed to co-sponsor a
parachute demonstration during the Fly-In by paying half of the $1,625 charge for the exhibition.
Quote for Building Demolition: Larson did not have a quote for demolishing the former weed
building at the Jerome Airport because of a lack of follow-up from the company doing the
asbestos testing.
UPDATE FROM SENATOR RISCH’S OFFICE
Present were representatives of Idaho elected officials in the United States Congress, to wit:
Mike Mathews, Senator Jim Risch; Samantha Marshall, Senator Mike Crapo; and Linda Culver,
Congressman Mike Simpson.
Mike Mathews presented a brochure giving information about Idaho’s Congressional delegation
and services its offices provide. He said his office could contact federal agencies on behalf of a
citizen.
Linda Culver informed the Board that she had confirmation that Jerome County would receive
$268,000 in PILT (Payment in Lieu of Taxes) funding from the federal government.
The Commissioners discussed with the representatives the possibility of obtaining the land
currently under lease with the Bureau of Land Management and designated as the Snake River
Canyons Park.
Samantha Marshall stated the 2020 Census results would be important regarding federal funding.
She said residents would receive a mailing that would refer them to a Website where they could
be counted online. Those not responding would have a worker knock at their residences.
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MARIO UMANA––JUVENILE PROBATION REPORT
Juvenile Probation Administrator Mario Umana, Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, and
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim were present.
Report: Mario Umana reported from his written statistics of May 25, 2019, through June 21,
2019, which showed 66 juveniles on probation and $614.50 in fees collected. He said he had
attended an administrator’s meeting and would post the Board on upcoming changes and
trainings.
Umana told the Commissioners he would like to rename his office from “juvenile probation” to
“juvenile services,” explaining that his office offers court diversion services as well as direction
to other assistance for juveniles.
Budget Request: Umana justified wage increases he would like for two of his employees for
their additional responsibilities and work quality. He requested more in the Travel fund but less
in the Computer Software and Family Subject funds.
 Consideration of budget requests was scheduled for budget workshops in July.
MARIO UMANA (FOR DESERAE JONES)––MISDEMEANOR PROBATION REPORT
Juvenile Probation Administrator Mario Umana and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim were
present.
Report: Mario Umana reported statistics and reviewed the FY 2019-20 budget request for adult
probation because Misdemeanor Probation Administrator Deserae Jones was on vacation.
Umana said Jones’s report included 300 adults on probation and $6,715.59 in fees collected.
Budget Request: Umana noted that Jones had requested an increase in the U/A Kits budget line
because her office was doing more drug testing than in previous years. She had asked for a
reduction in the Contract-Online Evaluations line.
Jones had also requested salary increases for FY 2019-20.
 Consideration of budget requests was reserved for budget workshops in July.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib, Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee
McKim were present.
Budget Presentation: Mike Seib requested three percent salary increases. He asked for
increases to the Travel, Utilities, and Dues/Memberships budget lines but a reduction in Office
Equipment, all based on the history of usage of those budget lines.
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Commissioner Howell said the Board was considering two percent salary increases for the cost
of living, with an additional amount for merit increases based on evaluations from department
heads.
Michelle Emerson and Tracee McKim were excused.
Fair Booth Purchase: The Commissioners discussed with Seib their questions from that
morning about purchasing a fair booth. Commissioner Howell and Seib were to investigate
further, and the matter was added to the July 1 agenda.
Property Tax Exemption Application: This matter was continued until July 1.
Executive Session Question: The Board asked about reasons for entering executive session, and
Seib counseled to use caution if struggling to justify an executive session per Idaho Code.
APPROVE CLAIMS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated June 19, 2019, for the Indigent Fund, with a
grand total of $38,129.94.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated June 20, 2019, for the Indigent Fund, with a
grand total of $22,448.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated June 20, 2019, for the Court Trust-ISTARS,
Court Bond Trust, and Restitution-Courts Funds, with a grand total of $21,426.41.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated June 20, 2019, with a grand total of
$55,379.41 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, Fair Capital, Health
District, Indigent, and Jail Commissary.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the minutes of June 17 and
June 18 as presented. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve indigent matters as
recommended by staff. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Approved was Case
No. M019-006. Denied were Case Nos. 1819-095 and 1819-096; dismissed was Case No. 1819073.
Meeting adjourned at 4:22 P.M.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
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Charles M. Howell, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Vice Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner
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