JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, June 21, 2021
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:05 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported from his activities during the previous week as follows: (1)
South Central Public Health District, FY 2021-22 budget was approved unanimously; the
formulation for the budget for the eight contributing counties, consisting of 70 percent by
population and 30 percent by valuation, was left unchanged; (2) Jerome Chamber of Commerce
Business After Hours, along with Commissioner Howell, at D.L. Evans Bank, contacts with
Chamber members and County business leaders; (3) authorized American Aviation Professionals
to provide an Independent Fee Estimate (IFE) for the Jerome Airport Master Plan; (4) met with
the fair manager and the County chief deputy auditor regarding budgeting and the flow of funds
between the County and the Fair; (5) informal visit to the Jerome Airport to observe the progress
of the runway resurfacing and to observe conditions generally; and (6) asked the maintenance
supervisor to give the City of Jerome more information about a sewer line repair that the County
would like the City to share in the expense of restoring function.
Commissioner Howell participated as a member of the SIRCOMM (emergency communications)
board. He said directors had discussed funding and the number of calls received, with the
number from Jerome County increased. They had agreed to a 3.75 percent salary increase in the
dispatcher budget line and a six percent increase for the director. He added that tower negotiation
is ongoing and that staffing remained at 14 out of 16, or possibly 18, positions filled.
Commissioner Howell said that True West Beef needed a fully executed All Hazards Emergency
Response Agreement for its insurance company and that he had learned that Lincoln County
officials still needed to sign it.
Commissioner Howell had e-mailed the Jerome mayor and the St. Luke’s paramedics about the
County’s concerns of the ambulance housed in Jerome being used for non-emergency transports.
He said he would like the County to provide a larger donation to Quick Response Units to help
provide immediate emergency responses.
Commissioner Howell reported bids had not been received for replacing the well at Wilson Lake
because of State funding requirements, and he suggested using CARES funding to cover the
$50,000 needed.
Commissioner Crouch told the other Commissioners that Fair Board directors had voted
unanimously to withdraw from Jerome Chamber of Commerce membership because of the
actions of the Chamber and the executive director. He said the Chamber also was not sponsoring
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Business After Hours to kick off the Fair, so Jerome 20/20 and the North Side Journal were
sponsoring Friday After Five on August 6 preliminary to the Fair running from August 9-14.
Commissioner Crouch had also attended a meeting with representatives from all seven of the
public health districts in the State of Idaho.
BALLOT FOR MIDDLE SNAKE REGIONAL WATER RESOURCE COMMISSION
The Board was in receipt of a ballot to appoint members to the Middle Snake Regional Water
Resource Commission. Nominees were Arlen Morgan, Jerome County; and Duane Turner, Twin
Falls County.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve both candidates for the Middle
Snake Regional Water Resource Commission. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
BUDGET FOR MIDDLE SNAKE REGIONAL WATER RESOURCE COMMISSION
Commissioner Howell signed a Ballot for Approval of Proposed Budget as a county
commissioner and as an executive committee member of the Middle Snake Regional Water
Resource Commission. The agency asked for approval of $2,552 from Jerome County during the
2021-22 fiscal year. The amount was not an increase from the current budget year and was part
of a total annual budget of $18,900.
SELECT A MEMBER FOR THE THIRD CROSSING JOINT POWERS BOARD
Commissioner Howell volunteered to serve on a joint powers board to promote building a third
bridge across the Snake River in Magic Valley. The board consists of a commissioner from each
of Jerome and Twin Falls Counties and a representative from the Filer and the Jerome highway
districts.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to appoint Commissioner Howell to be the
representative of the Jerome County Commissioners on the Third Crossing Joint Powers Board.
It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
RETIREMENT PLAQUE
The Commissioners determined to present a plaque to an employee who had retired after 14
years of exemplary customer service to Jerome County.
SIGN TIME RECORDS
The Board signed Employee Time Records for Christine McGuire, Brent Culbertson, Deserae
Jones, and Mario Umana for the June 6, 2021, through June 19, 2021, payroll period.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
The Commissioners signed claims for the June 15, 2021, to June 22, 2021, claim cycle as
follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated June 21, 2021, for the Indigent Fund, with a
grand total of $1,090.42.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated June 21, 2021, for the Justice Fund, with a
grand total of $41,306.97.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated June 21, 2021, with a grand total of
$47,839.44 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, and Planning &
Zoning/Building.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated June 17, 2017, for the Insurance Deductible
Trust Fund, with a grand total of $ 1,277.67.
The Board signed leave requests for Mario Umana and Deserae Jones (2).
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change form to hire Jeremy Osborne as a detention
deputy sheriff.
TANYA STITT––EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT REPORT
Present were Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee
McKim. Also present was Carl Nellis.
Report: Tanya Stitt presented for signature a form to accept an EMPG-S grant for her office.
She said she could use CARES funds for the 50/50 grant match.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to accept a grant of $8260 and to
authorize the chairman to sign it. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Stitt recommended contracting with Integrated Solutions to update the All Hazard Mitigation
Plan; she said its bid was lower than another company’s and that Integrated Solutions was
willing to write a condensed plan. She informed that the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) requires review of a county’s plan every five years.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to accept Integrated Solutions Consulting
to update the All Hazard Plan for $27,000. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Stitt said Brad Richey, as director of the Idaho Office of Emergency Management, would request
a time on the Commissioners’ agenda to discuss any concerns from the Commissioners or her
office.
Stitt presented revised cost projections for the use of CARES funds. She listed tower costs as
$19,992; equipping two Emergency Operation Centers, $47,385.41; and purchasing a response
vehicle for $28,191.90.
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Stitt said building a coroner’s office was not included as previously because of the high cost of
construction and the shortage of building materials.
Budget Request: Stitt requested a three percent wage increase for herself and a little over three
percent for her assistant. Her “B” budget request was the same except for a $240 increase in
Office Equipment. She said cuts to her budget could limit the amount received for a grant match.
MIKE TYLKA––SNAKE RIVER CANYONS PARK UPDATE
Mike Tylka, chairman of the Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board; and Carl Nellis were
present.
Mike Tylka recommended Wendy Davis to replace Joe Gistinger on the Park Board because
Gistinger is planning to move. He said he was awaiting a confirmation from Davis that she
would be willing to volunteer.
Tylka reported on improvements being made in the Park, including additional carsonite markers,
painting the new arbor at the Emigrant Trail Trailhead, and creating Web and Facebook pages.
He said Park Board members had dialogued about more shooting restrictions in the Park but had
tabled their discussion awaiting advancement on creating a shooting range outside of Park
property.
 Commissioner Howell said he would follow up with the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) about a shooting range.
Tylka asked the Commissioners’ opinions on writing a dusk-to-dawn ordinance for using Yingst
Grade, which is part of the land leased from the BLM for Park property. All the Commissioners
expressed support and determined to consult their legal counsel about developing an ordinance.
The Commissioners discussed with Tylka a suggestion made by the clerk’s office to make a
yearly donation to the Park Board rather than using three line items requested for the FY 2021-22
budget. They determined to maintain the status quo of Tylka seeking approval of fund
expenditures.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present by speakerphone were Tanya Stitt, County emergency management director; Dale
Layne, Jerome schools superintendent; Toni Carver, Heritage Academy; and Linda Montgomery
and Josh Jensen, representing the South Central Public Health District.
Josh Jensen reported four new cases of the coronavirus in Jerome County within the previous
seven days, making a total of 15 for the month of June. He said the risk of contracting the virus
was low across the Health District and the region, with no change in variance concerns. He
added that there were very few coronavirus cases in area hospitals.
Jensen said vaccination is the best form of protection against the virus and that the number of
vaccinated persons was slowly increasing, with 39 percent fully vaccinated in Jerome County.
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GEORGE OPPEDYK––SHERIFF MATTERS
Sheriff George Oppedyk, Jail Administrator Marisela Ibarra, and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee
McKim were present.
FY 2021-22 Budget Requests: Sheriff Oppedyk had incorporated into his budget request a three
percent salary increase for himself, his deputies, and the administrative staff as well as raises for
longevity and deputy certifications. He requested two new deputy positions––a detective and a
code enforcer. The sheriff said all code enforcement funding would be under the sheriff’s office
and that hiring the code enforcer would require a three-pronged approach, involving the planning
and zoning office and the prosecutor.
In his “B” budget, Sheriff Oppedyk anticipated he would need an overall increase of
approximately three percent, with increases in Supplies-Office, Law Enforcement Equipment,
Vehicle Equipment, Telephone, Fuel, Vehicle Repairs, Investigation, Ammunition, Clothing, and
Education. He renamed an unused line to include $2,000 for Pre-employment/Background
Checks. The sheriff also increased the Capital-Vehicles line in order to purchase a vehicle for
code enforcement.
Marisela Ibarra requested approximately two percent salary increases for detention deputies and
approximately 2.4 percent increases for court security deputies. She said base pay would remain
at $19 an hour and that there would be salary increases for earning certifications.
Deputy Ibarra requested about a 3.5 percent increase in the Sheriff Detention budget. She said
the majority of the increase was $10,000 more for jail food because of the food provider raising
the amount charged. She also requested increases in Travel, Supplies-Inmate, Vehicle Fuel,
Vehicle Repairs, and Other Jail Expenses.
Deputy Ibarra requested the same amount as the current year for Capital-Vehicles.
M2 Master Service Agreement: Deputy Ibarra followed up from a presentation by M2
Automation April 12 in which company representatives described the security services they
could offer for the jail. She recommended signing a yearly contract with the company, which had
been performing service calls for electronics at the jail. She said the County legal counsel had
reviewed the contract, which would begin in FY2021-22.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to enter an agreement with M2
Automation for the price of $28,828 for the maintenance of the security system at the jail,
beginning October 1, 2021. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Meeting recessed at 11:34 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:15 A.M. with Commissioners Crouch and Crozier present.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to reconvene as a Board of Equalization.
It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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BOARD OF EQUALIZATION
JACKIE HOWELL––APPLICATION FOR CASUALTY/LOSS
Assessor Mark Swenson, Appraiser Sabrina Henderson, and Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober were
present. Also present was Jackie Howell.
Jackie Howell gave the Board a picture of a mobile home under the owner name of Ray Jones
Family Company, LLC, that was destroyed and asked that it be taken off the tax roll. She said
she was demolishing 1960’s mobile homes because they are safety hazards and that five more
homes would be eliminated.
Mark Swenson said if all the homes were destroyed by January 1, 2022, they would not be on the
tax rolls for that year.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to remove the taxes for the rest of 2021
for 1005 North Buchanan, Space 24, Jerome, because of the demolition of the mobile home. It
was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
The Board returned to open session, with Commissioner Howell also present.
REGULAR SESSION
BUDGET WORKSHOP
Present was Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim.
Commissioners: The Commissioners requested yearly salary increases of $12,000 for each
Commissioner in FY 2021-22. Commissioner Crouch said their salaries would then be
comparable with Twin Falls County Commissioner salaries, considering their higher salaries for
full-time employment and their serving a greater county population. The Commissioners also
determined to keep the chairman salary at $250 a month more than the other two Commissioner
salaries.
Commissioner Crozier offered statistics from the Idaho Association of Counties as 13 counties
paying their Commissioners $50,000 or more; 14 paying $30,000 to $50,000; and 17 counties
paying under $50,000, which currently includes Jerome County.
Fair Capital: The Commissioners determined to budget again $50,000 for Fair CapitalBuildings and to increase the Building Fund for Grandstands line to $75,000.
QRUs: The Board told McKim it would like to increase the amount donated to the Jerome and
Rock Creek Quick Response Units to $30,000 each.
Waterways: Funding the Waterways Board was kept at $10,000; and Waterways-Sheriff Patrol
remained at $3,000.

Monday, June 21, 2021
Page 7 of 11

Wages: The Commissioners deliberated employee salary increases. They asked McKim to figure
the cost of three, five, or seven percent raises; five seven, or nine percent; or ten percent and to
bring back the figures to the Board.
Airport: Commissioner Crouch said he would like the County to begin saving to purchase
additional land at the Jerome Airport. The Board determined to reduce the Capital-Other line
item from $30,000 to $15,000 and to put $15,000 in a new line for Capital-Land.
PUBLIC HEARING––CROSSBRED DAIRY LCO EXPANSION (recorded)
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall and Assistant Kacie Buhler as well as
Attorney Mike Seib were present. Also present were Matt Thompson, Ag Tech; Rick Onaindia,
applicant; and Sandra Capps.
Commissioner Crouch opened a public hearing for a Livestock Confinement Operation (LCO)
expansion permit for Crossbred Dairy, and those who were to testify were sworn in.
APPLICANT
Matt Thompson, an engineer representing the applicant, used an overhead map to explain that the
dairy owner wanted to combine three Confined Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) permits into
one and add 316 acres. He said there was no easy way to do it, so he had submitted a new
application for a dairy expansion.
Thompson explained that Site 4 is an old facility that the owner wants to replace by building a
barn on Site 1, with the number of permitted cows not changing.
Thompson asked that the Commissioners approve setback waivers for two wells, as
recommended by the Planning and Zoning Commission. He said that the three wells on the
property are protected but that more berming would be placed around all of them.
Thompson requested that other berm requirements be waived if neighbors to the dairy do not
want them.
Thompson answered questions from the Commissioners and Nancy Marshall.
STAFF REPORT
Marshall stated the requests for two wells would not be waivers but variances. She said the
application meets all requirements and that the applicant had agreed to four conditions in
addition to the five set by the Planning and Zoning Commission for approval.
Marshall said three written correspondences were requested to be read into the record. She read
one from Ruby Marshall and one from Henry and Terry Welch, both in opposition to the
application. Sandra Capps said she wished to offer a testimony different from her written
comments.
AGAINST
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Capps stated that because of a misunderstanding she was now not against the application. She
said the changes to the dairy would not affect her subdivision.
NEUTRAL
No one was present to testify neither for nor against the dairy expansion.
REBUTTAL
Thompson said he had read the agency letters of approval and had appreciated Capps’
comments. He explained that the motivation to build a new barn was to facilitate a digester. He
added that he was proud of the new owner’s efforts to haul away manure.
Commissioner Crouch closed the evidentiary portion of the hearing.
DISCUSSION
Commissioner Crouch stated he liked the idea of the applicant cooperating with his neighbors.
He also said the applicant would not be increasing his animal units and would be improving the
efficiency of his dairy.
Commissioner Crozier agreed with fewer animal units per acre and the applicant cooperating
with neighbors. He also said he liked cleaning up the existing dairy.
Commissioner Howell agreed with the condition to construct a structure two feet high around the
wellheads. He also agreed with visiting with neighbors about berms and said he believed the
dairy would be better looking and more operational with the proposed changes.
 Commissioner Crouch recessed the hearing until the Commissioners could sign a
memorandum decision approving the application.
PUBLIC HEARING––CRESTVIEW CALVES #3 LCO PERMIT (recorded)
Present were Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall and Assistant Kacie Buhler as
well as Attorney Mike Seib. Also present was Arlen Morgan, as the applicant.
The deputy clerk swore in those who were to testify.
APPLICANT
Arlen Morgan was requesting a Livestock Confinement Operation (LCO) permit for Crestview
Calves near Hazelton along with variances for setbacks for a lagoon and a collection pond. He
gave background of his operation and said he had changed it when he was able to purchase
additional land to the north of two of his farms.
Morgan said he had originally submitted an application in September of 2020 but had a problem
with the slope of the land, requiring an underground pipeline. He said two ponds would be only
for water run-off.
Assessor Mark Swenson was present.
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Commissioner Howell asked if he had a letter from the Idaho Department of Water Resources
(IDWR). Morgan said he had to dry up some acres and would provide a letter from the IDWR.
Commissioner Crozier said Morgan was a fine operator and had a good place for his facility. He
added that he regretted it had taken so long to receive a permit.
STAFF REPORT
Nancy Marshall reported the Planning and Zoning Commission had recommended approval of
the permit with conditions outlined by staff except for imposing double fees. She said the
application was complete except for a letter from the Idaho Department of Water Resources.
Marshall read the only written comment received from the public. Lloyd Richens asked that all
lights be faced away from his house and farm.
FOR
No one testified in favor of the application.
AGAINST
No one testified against the application.
NEUTRAL
No one present was neutral about the application.
REBUTTAL:
Morgan stated there was no lighting on his operation at the present time but that he would be
installing a light tower with directional lighting in the middle of the calves. He said his entire
project would take two years to complete.
Commissioner Howell asked if he had any objections to meeting the conditions recommended by
the Planning and Zoning Commission. Morgan said he did not and commented on the conditions.
He said he would eventually fence the whole operation.
Commissioner Crouch closed the evidentiary portion of the hearing.
DISCUSSION
Commissioner Crouch agreed with approval of the permit. He said the location was a good one
for Morgan’s kind of operation, with no nearby neighbors. He also appreciated that Morgan had
agreed to comply with the conditions of the permit.
Commissioner Howell agreed with approving the permit, including the waiver of fees.
Commissioner Crouch recessed the hearing until the Commissioners could sign a written
decision reflecting their approval of the permit.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Present were Attorney Mike Seib and Assessor Mark Swenson.
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Agropur Tax Exemption: Mark Swenson gave the Board a document from Agropur that
answered the Commissioners’ questions about its recent application for a tax exemption
according to Idaho Code 63-602NN.
Commissioner Howell questioned whether Agropur could have two simultaneous tax
exemptions, and Swenson said they would need to be for different projects. The Commissioner
also asked if the Board could put conditions on approving an application; Mike Seib said he did
not believe that would be possible because an applicant writes the plan for which he is applying.
Swenson was excused.
Yingst Grade: Seib advised the Commissioners could adopt an ordinance prohibiting the use of
Yingst Grade after dark and install a gate across the entrance to the trail.
Commissioner Crouch questioned whether the County could obtain a right-of-way from the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) that would eliminate the need for the County to gain
approval from the BLM for each improvement.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of June 14 as
amended. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. The second paragraph under “Terry
Ruby––Noxious Weed Advisory Board Appointment” on Page 6 was amended as follows: Ruby
was to research the bylaws of the Weed Board for the length of terms and the remainder of Jack
Bell’s term.
INDIGENT MATTERS
There were no indigent matters to address.
Meeting adjourned at 4:55 P.M.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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